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UFE OF JOHN MILTON. 



From a family and town of his namoin Oxford- 
shire, our author derived his descent ; but he was 
born at London, in the year ] 608. His father, John 
Milton, by profession a scriyener, lived in a reputa- 
ble manner on a competent estate, entirely his own 
acquisition, haWng been early disinherited by his 
parents in renouncing the communion of the church 
of Rome, to which they were zealously devoted. 

Our author was the favourite of his father's hopes, 
who, to cultivate the great genius which early dis- 
played itself, was at the expense of a domestic tutor ; 
whose care and capacity his pupil hath gratefully 
celebrated in an excellent Latin elegy. At tiis initia- 
tion he is said to have applied himself to letters with 
such indefatigable industry, that he rarely was pre- 
vailed upon to quit his studies before midnight : 
which not only made him frequently subject to severe 
pains in his head, but likewise occasioned that weak- 
ness in his eyes, which tenninated in a total priva- 
tion of sight. From a domestic education he was 
removed to St. Paul's School, to complete his ac- 
quaintance^with the classics, ander the care of I>r. 
Gill ; and after a short stay there, was transplanted 
to Christ College in Cambridge, where he distil 



D THE LIFE OF 

guished himself in all kinds of academical ezerdsea 
Of this society he continued a member till he com- 
menced Master of Arts : and then, leaving the mii- ^ 
▼ersity he returned to his father, who had quitted 
the town and lived at Horton in Buckinghamshire, 
where he pursued his studies with unparalleled assi- 
duity and success. 

After some years spent jn ihis'studidub retirement, 
his mother died, and then he prevailed with his 
father to gratify an inclination he had long entertain- 
ed of seeing foreign countries. Sir Henry Wotton, 
at that time provost of Eton College, gave him a letter 
of advice for the direction of his travels. Having 
employed his curiosity about two years in Franco 
and Italy, on the news of a civil w«r breaking out in 
England, he returned, without taking a survey o) 
Greece and Sicily, as at his setting out the scheme 
was projected. At Paris the Lord Viscount Scuda- 
more, ambassador from King Charles I. at the ^^ourt 
of France,, introduced him to ♦he acquaintanw* of 
Grotius. who at that time was honoured with the 
same clmracter there by Christiana, Glueen of Swe- 
den. In Rome, Genoa, Florence, and other cities m 
Italy, he contracted a femiliarity with those who 
were of highest reputation for wit and learning, 
several of whom gave him very obliging testimoniet 
of their friendship and esteem. 

Returning from his travels, he found England on 
the pomt of being, involved in blood and confusion. 
He retired to lodgings provided for him in the city ; 
which being commodious for the reception of hia 
■ister^s sons, and some other young gentlemen^ he 
underDttok their education. 

In this pliilosopbical course he continued, withoai 
a wife, till tbo year 164S when he married Maiy 



f JOHN MtLtoA. 7 

tfie dftughteir of Ricliard Powel, of Forrest-lull in Ox- 
fordshire, a gentleinhn of estate aiid reputation, in 
Chat county, and of principles so very opposite to 
his son-in-law, that the marriage is more to be^ won- 
dered at, than the separation which ensued, in little 
more than a month after she had cohabited with him 
in London. Her desertion provoked him both to 
write several treatises concerning the doctrine and 
discipline of divorce, and also to pay his'^nddresses 
t6 a young lady of great vint and beauty ; but before 
he had engaged her affections to conclude the mar- 
riage treaty, in a visit to one of his relations, he 
found his wife prostrate before him, imploring for- 
giveness abd reconciliation. It is not to be doubted 
but an interview of that nature, so little expected, 
must wonderfully afiect him ; and, perhaps, the im- 
preasions it made on his imagination, contributed, 
much to the painting of that pathetic scene in Parth 
Mte LmL* ill whieh Eve addresseth herself to Adam 
for paidon and peace. At the intercession of his 
friends, who were present, after a short reluctance, 
Ke generously sacnficed all his resentment to her 



-** Soon his heart relented 



Towards her, his life so late and sole delight. 
Now at his feet submisetve in distress." 

And afUv this rchuiiion, Bo far was he from retainitig 
uiy unkind memory of the provocations which he 
had received from her ill conduct, that when the 
king*s cause was entirely suppressed, and her father 
who hflAl been active in hi94(»yalty, was exposed to 
■equjBStrations, JWilton received both liim and his 
fomily to protection, and free en^^ertainment, in hit 
own house, till their affairs were aooommodated by 
kii interest in the- victorious faction. 

• Book X. 
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A eommisftion to constitute him Adjutant GeiuAid 
to Sir William Waller, was promised, but soon 
superseded, by Waller's being laid aside, when his 
masters thought it proper to new-model their army.. 
Bowever, the keenness of his pen had so effectually 
recommended him to Cromwell's esteem, that ^hen 
he U*ok the reins of goyernment into his own handa, 
he advar'^'^d him to be Latin Secretary, both to hinw 
self and tlie Parliament ; the former of these prefer* 
ments he enjoyed both under the usurper and his 
son, the other until King Charles II. was restored^ 
For some time he had an apartment for his family at 
Whitehall ; but his health requiring a freer accession 
of air, he was obliged to remove thence to lodgings 
which opened inrx) St. James* Park. Not long after 
his settlement there his wife died in child*bed, and 
much about the time of her death, a gutta serena, 
whicJi had for several years been gradually increase 
mg, totally extinguished his sight. " In this melan- 
choly condition, he was easily prevailed with to think 
of taking another wife, who was Catharine, tho 
daughter of Captain Woodcock, of Hackney.; and 
she too, in less than a year after their marriage, di<Ml 
m the same unfortunate manner as the former had 
done ; and in his twenty-third sonnet he does honoui 
to her memory. 

Being a second time a widower, he^empk>yed his 
friend Dr. Paget to make choice of a third consort, 
on whose recommendation he mairied Elizabeth, the' 
daughter of Mr. Minshul, a Cheshire gentleman, by 
whom he had no issue.* Three dai^hters, by his 
first wife, were then living ; the two elder of whom 
are said to have been very serviceable to him in his 
studies: for having been instructed to pronounce not 
only the modern, but al&o the Latin, Greek, and He- 
brow languages, they read in their respective oii- 
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»»" 

ginili^«rMte^r4&ttthof8 he wanted to MAtRtlt^ th60|jh 
they understood none but their mother-tongue. 

We eomeiiow to take a sonrey of him in 'that 

point of view, in which he will be looked upon by aii 

•ucceedhig ages with equal deii^ght and admiration. 

An mtervai of about twenty years hfed elapsed smcc 

he wrote the Maskof Comus, L'Allegrb, U Pensft- 

roso, and Lycidas, all in such an exquisite stram, 

that, though he had led no other monuments of his 

genius behind him, his- name had been immoHat ; 

but neither the infirmities of age and constnution, 

nor the vicissitudes of fortune, could depress the 

▼igour of his mind, or divert it from executing a 

design he had long conceived of writing a heroic 

poem.* The fall of man was a subject that he had 

some years befor^ fixed on for a tragedy, which he 

intended ' to form by the models of antiquity , and 

some, not without probability, say, the play opened 

with that speech in the fourth book of Paradise Lost, 

fine 32, which is addressed by Satan to the sun. 

Were it material, I believe i could produce other 

passages, which more plainly appear to have been 

originally intended for the scene s but whatever truth 

there may be in this report, it is certaiin that he did 

not begin to mould his subject, in the form which it 

bears now, before he had concluded his controversy 

with Salmasius and More, when he had wholly lost 

ihe use of his eyes, and was forced to' employ, in the 

office of an amanuensis, any friend who acxsidentally 

paid him a visit Yet, under all these discourage- 

«ient8 and various interruptions, in the year 1669 he 

imblished his Puradut Lost, the noblest poem (next 

to those of Ilomer and Virgil) that ever the^wit dt 

Hyfcn produced hi any age or nation. Need I mention 

any QjtiiereiTklenoeof iu inestimable M^orth, than that 

Ili0 i«06t geniuses who have sfjcceedM' him hat« 

* ParsdiBe Lost fiook IX, hn'e 26. ^ ' ' 
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eTer <e8teemed it a merit to leliah and .iUiMtniae ita 
beauties? 

And now perhaps it may pass for a fiction, what 
with ^eat veracity I affirm to be fact, that Milton, 
after naming with much difficulty prevailed to have 
this divine poem licensed for the press, could sell the 
copy fojr no more than iifleen pounds ; the payment 
of which valuable consideration, depended upon the 
sale of three numerous impressions. So unreosona- 
bly may personal prejudice affect the most «xoi41ent 
performances! 

About two years after, he published Paradiae Re^ 
gained ; but Oh I what a falling qff was there /— H>f 
which I will say no more, than that there is scarcely 
a more remaraauie instance of the frailty of human 
reason, than our author gave in preferring this poem 
to Paradise Lost. 

And thus having attended him to the sixty-ninth 
year of his age, as closely as such imperfect lights 
as men of letters and retirement usually leave to 
guide our inquiry, would allow, it now only remaim 
to be recorded, that in the year 1674, the gout put a 
period to his life, at Bunhill, near London; from 
whence his body was conveyed to St. Giles* Churchy 
by Cripplegate, where it lies interred in the chancel; 
and a neat monument has lately been erected to pei^ 
petuate his memory. 

In his youth he is said to have been extremely 
handsome. The colour of his hair was a light brown, 
the symmetry of his features exact, enlivened with 
an agreeable air, and a beautiful mixture of fair and 
ruddy. His stature (as we find it measured fay hiffl* 
self) did not exceed the middle size, his person nci* 
ther too lean nor corpulent; his limbs well proper- 



JOHN MILTON. 1! 

tioned, nenrnos, and active, serviceable in all respecU 
to his exercising ihe sword, in which he much de- 
lighted ; and wanted neither skill nor courage to re- 
tent an affront from men of the most athletic constitu- 
tions. In his diot he was abstemious; not delicate in the 
choice of his dishes; and strong liquors of all kinds 
were his aversion. His deportment was erect, open, 
affable ; his conversation easy, cheerful, inswuctive ; 
his wit on all occasions at command, facetious, grave, 
or satirical, as the subject required. His judgment, 
when disengaged from religion and political specula- 
tions was just and penetrating, his ayiprehension 
q\dck, his memory tenacious of what he read, his 
reading oniy not so extensive as his genius, for that 
was universaL And having treasured up such on 
immense store of science, perhaps the faculties of his 
•oul grew more vigorous afler he was deprived of 
tight; and his imagination (naturally sublime and 
enlarged by reading romances, of which he was much 
enamoured in his youth) when it was wholly ab- 
ttracted from material objects, was more at liberty to 
maKe ouch amazing excursions into the ideol world, 
when, in composing his divine work, he was tempted 
to range 

** Beyond the visible diupial sphere." 

With so many accomplishments, not to have had 
tome faults and misfortunes to be^laid in the balance 
with the %me and felicity of writing Paradise Loat^ 
WOttki have been too great a portion for humanity. 

ELIJAH FENTON 
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PARADISE LOST. 

Wbbn 1 beheld the Poet blind, yet bold, 
[n slender book his vast design unfold ; 
Messiah crownM, God*8 reconciPd decreo, 
Rebelling angels, the forbidden tree, 
Heaven, hell, earth, chaos, all ! the argument 
Held me a while misdoubting his intent , 
That he would ruin (fori saw him strong) 
The sacred truths to fable, and old song ; 
So Samson grop'd ine tempte's post in spite. 
The world o*erwlielming, to revenge his sight* 

Yet, as 1 read, soon growing less seyere, 
I lik'd his project, the success did fear; 
Throufi:h tnat wide field how he his way should 6xid| 
O'er wTiich lame faith leads understandmg blind 
Lest he perplex'd the things he would explain, 
And what was easy he should render vam. 

Or, if a work so infinite he spann'd. 
Jealous I was that some less skilful hand 
(Such as disquiet always what is well, 
And by ill imitating would excel) 
Might hence presijme the whole creation's day 
To change in scenes, and show it m a play. 

Pardon me, mighty Poet, nor despise, 
My causeless, yet not impious surmise. 
But I am now convinc'd, and none will dare 
Within thy labours to pretend a share. 
Thou hast not miss'd one thought that coukl be fi^ 
A.nd all that was improper dost omit; 
So that Qo room is here for writers left, 
But to detect their ignorance, or thefU 

2 
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That majesty which through thy work dothreign« 
Draws the devout, deteriing the profane : 
And things divine thou treat'st or in such state, 
As them preserves, and thee, inviolate. 

A t once delight and horror on us seize, j 

Thou sing'st with so much gravity and ease ; 
And above human flight dost soar alofl, . 
With plume so strong, so equal and so sofl; 
The bird nam'd from that Paradise you sing | 

So never flags, but always keeps on Wing. 

Where couldst thou words of such a compass find * | 

Whence furnish such a vast expanse of mind ? 
Just heaven thee, like Tiresias, to requite, 
Rewards with prophecy thy loss of sight. 

Well mi^ht'st thou scorn thy readers to allure 
With tinkling rhyme, of thy own sense secure ; 
While the Town-bays writes all the while and spells. 
And, like a pack-horse, tires withotit his bells: 
Their fancies like our bushy points appear, 
The, poets tag them, we for fashion wear. v 

I, too, transported by the mode, commend. 
And while I mean to praise thee must offend. 
Thy verse created like thy theme sublime. 
In number, weight, and measure, needs not rhyme 

Ad!n)REW MARATEIJ^ 
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"thb aroumbnt. 

This firtt book proposes first, in brief , the whole mdjed^ 
man's disobedience^ and the loss thereupon of Paro^ 
disey wherein he was placed^ Then touches ih$ 
prime cause ofhisfall^ the serpent, or rather Solan, 
in the serpent ; who revolting from God, and draw 
hig to his side many legions of angels^ was, by the 
sommand of God, ariven out of heaven wUh all his 
crew ifUo the gre^ deep. Which action passed over, 
the poem hastes into the midst of things, presentit^- 
Satan with his angels now fallen into hd>l, descried 
here, no£ in the centre {for heaven and earth may be 
supposed as yet not made, certainly not yet accursed) 
but in a place of utter darkness fitliest called Chaos: 
Here Satan, with his angels, lying on the burning 
hUcCf thunder-struck and astonished, after a certain 
space recovers, as from cotifusion, ctUls up him who 
next in order and dignity lay by him ; they confer of 
their miserable fall, Satan awakens^ hL legions, 
who lay tUl then in the same manner confounded; 
they rise ; their numbers, array of battle, their chief 
leaders named according to t/u idols ktinon trfler* 
wards in Canaan, and the countries adjohwig. To 
these Satan directs his speech, comforts them wUh 
hope yet of regaining heaven ; btU tells them lastly 
of a new world, and new kind of creature to be crea- 
ted, according to an ancient prophecy or report in 
heaven ; {for that angels were long before this visiMa 
creation, was the opinion of many ancient* ftUhers.) 
To find otit the truth of this prophecy, and what to 
determine thereon, he refers to afiUl council. What 
his associates thence attempt. Pandemonium, the 
palace of Satan, rises, suddenly built out of the deep • 
the i^emai peers there tit m counciL 
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OF man*8 first disobedience, and the fruit 

Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal laste 

Brought deatl) into the voridt and ail our wo^ 

With loss of Eden, till one greater Man 

Restore us, and regain the blissful seat, S 

8ing heavenly Muse ! that on the secret top 

Of Oreb, or of Sinai, d^id^ inspire 

That shepherd, who first taught the chosen seed. 

In the beginning how the heavens and earth 

Rose out of Chaos. OrifSionhill* 10 

Delight thee more^'ond Siioa'^s brook that flofW*d 

Fast by the oracle of God ; I thence 

Invoke thy aid to my adventurous soQg, 

That with no middle flight intends to soar 

Above th' Aonian mount, while it pursues 15 

Things unattcmpted yet in prose or rhyme. 

And chiefly thou, O spirit that dost nrefer 
Before all temples th* upright heart ana pure, 
Instruct me, for thou know'st : 'thdu from the first 
^Wast present, and, with mighty wings outspread, 2$ 
Dove-like sat^st brood'ng on the vast abyss, 
And mad*sl it pregnant : v(hat in me is dark, 
Illumine ! what is low, raise and support ! 
That to the height of this mat argument 
I may assert eternal Providence, S5 

And justify the ways of God to men^ 

Say first, (for heaven hides nothing from thy view^ 
Nor the deep tract of hell,) say first what cause 
Mov'd our erand parents, in tliat happy state 
FavourM of Heaven so highly, to fall off 31 

From their Creator, and ti-ansgress his will. 
For one restraint, lords of the world besides? 
Who first seduced them to that foul revolt ? 
Th* infernal serpent, he it was, whose ^ile, 
Stirr'd up with <nvy and revenue, deceived 35 

The motner of mankind, what time his pride 
Bad cast him out from heaven, with all his host 
Of rebel angels ; by whose aid aspiring 
To set himself in glory *bove his peers. 
He tnisted to have equall'd the Most High, 40 

If he op|)osed : and with ambitious aim 
Against the throne and monarchy of God ^ 
Rais*d im|iiou8 war in heaven, and battle proud, 
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With vain attempt. Him the Almighty power 

Hurrd headlong flamiiv; from th' etliercal uky, 45 

With hideous ruin and combuation, down 

To bottomless perdition, there to dwell 

In adamantine chains and penal fire, 

Who durst defy th* Omnipotent to arms. 

Nine times the space that measures day an j night 

To mortal men, he with his horrid crew 50 

Lay vanouishM rolling in the fiery gulf. 

Confounded though immortal I But bis drom 

Reserved him to more wrath : for now the- thought 

Both of lost happiness, and lasting pain, 55 

l^orments him. A,ound.hc throws his baleful eyes, 

That witness'd huge aiHiciion and dismay, 

MLx'd with obdurate pride, and steadfast hate. 

At once, as fur as angels' ken, he views 

The dismal situation waste and wild : 60 

A dungeon horrible, on all sides round, 

As one great furnace, flam'd : yet from those flames 

No light, but rather darkuess visible, 

Serv'd only to discover sights of wo. 

Regions or sorrow ! doleml shades ! where peace 65 

And rest can never dwell ! nope never comes, 

That comes to all : bu> torture without end 

Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 

With ever-burning; sulphur unconsum'd ! • 

Such place eternal justice had prepared 70 

For those rebellious ; here their prison ordain'd. 

In utter darkness ; and their portion set 

As far removed from God, and light of heaven. 

As from the centre thrice to th' utmost pole. 

O how unlike the place from which they felt f 75 

There the compaiuons of his fall, o'erwf]||lm'd 

With floods and whirlwinds of tempestuous fire. 

He soon discerns : and weltVing by his side 

One next himself in power, and next in crime, 

Long after known in Palestine, and nam'd 80 

Beelzebub : To whom the arch-enemy, 

(And thence in heavcin called Satan,) with bold woids. 

Breaking the horrid silence thus began: 

•* If thou beest he — But O how fall'n ! how chang'd 
FVum him, who in the hoppy realms of light 85 

Cloth'd with transcendant brightness, didst outshine 
Myriads though bright ! If he, whom mutual league^ 
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United thoughts a^:*]' counsels, equal hope, 
And hazard in the glorious enterprise, 
Join'd with me once, now misery hath joinVl SO 
In equal ruin! Info what pii'thou seest. 
From what heiglit fallen ; so much the strnngiRr piiQirM' 
He with his thunder ! and till then who knew • 
The force of those dire arms ? Yet not for those. 
Nor what the potent Victor in his rage 95 

Can else inflict, do I repent or change 
(Though changed in outward lustre) that fixM mind,* 
And hu^h disdain from sense of injured merit, 
That with ttie Mightfost raisM me to contend ; 
And to the fierce contention brought along 100 

Innumerable force of spirits arm*d, 
That durst dislike his reien : and me preferring 
His utmost power with adverse power Ofipos'd, 
In dubious battle on the plains of heaven, 
«And shook his throne. W hat though the field be lost ) 
All is not lost; the unconquerable will, 106 

And study of revenge, immortal hate. 
And courage never to submit or yield ; 
(And what is else not to be overcome ?) 
That glory never shall his wrath or might 1 10 

Extort from me, to bow and sue for grace 
With suppliant knee, and deify his power. 
Who from the terror of his arm so late 
Doubted his empire. That were low indeed I 
That were an ignominy and shume beneath 115 
This downfall ! since (by fate) the strength of gods, 
And this empjrreal substance cannot fiul ; 
8nice through experience of this great event, 
(Ih arms not worse, in foresight much advanced,) 
We may, with more successful hope^ resolve 1^ 
To wage by force or guile eternal war, 
Irreconcileable to our grand foe, 
Who now triumphs, and in th* excess of joy 
Sole reiguing, holds the tyranny of heaven.'* 

So spake the apostate angel, thou^ in pain ; 125 
Vauntmg aloud, out rack*d with deep despair: 
And him thus answerM soon his bold compeer : 

* O Prince ! () chief of many throned powers, 
fhat led th' embattled seraphim to was 
Under thy conduct t and in dreadful deeds f 90 
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Peariess. endanger'd he&Ten's perpetual King 

Add put to proof his hig^h sufiremacy : » 

Whether upheld by atreng;ti)^ or chance, or ftite. 

Too well I see and rue the dire event. 

That Tvith sad overthrow and foul defeat, i3S 

Hath lost us heaven : and all this mighty host 

In horrible destruction laid thus low, 

As fiir as gods, and heavenly essenceis. 

Can perish : for the mind and spirit remains 

Invincible, and vigor soon returns, 140 

Though all Our glory extinct, and happ^ii state, 

Here swallowed up m endless misery f 

But what if he our conqueror (whom I now 

Of force believe Almighty, since no less 

Than such could have o'erpower^d such force as ours) 

Have left us this our spirit and strength entire, 14w 

Strongly to suffer and support our pains; 

That we may so suffice his vengeful ire. 

Or do him mightier service, as his thralU 

By ri^ht of war, whatever his business be, 160 

Here m the heart of hell to work in fire, 

Or do his errands in the gloomy deep? 

What can it then avail, though yet we feel 

Strength undiminish'd, or eternal being. 

To undergo eternal punishment?*', 155 

Whereto with speedy words th* arch-fi«md replied t 

' " Fallen Cherub ! to be weak is miserable, 

Doing or suffering : but of this be sure. 

To do ought good never will be our task \ 

But ever to do ill o<ir sole delij^ht : 100 

As being the contrary to his high will 

Whom we resist. If then his providence 

Out of our evil seek to bring forth good. 

Our labour must be to pervert that end. 

And out of ^ood still to find means of evil ; 165 

Which oft-times may succeed, so as perhaps 

Shall grieve him, if i fail not, and disturb 

His inmost counsels Crom tlieir destined aim. 

But see ! the angry Victor hath recaird 

His ministers of vengeance and pursuit, 170 

Back to the gates of heaven : the snlph'rous tail 

Shot after us in storm, o*er-blown, hath laid 

The fiery surge, tliat from the precipice 

Of heaven received us failing \ and the thunder. 
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WingM with rad li|[htning and impetuous /age, 175 

Perhaps hatb spent iiis shafts, and ceases^ now 

To bellow through tlie vast and boundless deep. 

Let us not slip t^' occasion, whether scorn, 

Or satiate fury, yield it from our foe. 

Seest thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild^ . 180 

The seat of desolation, void of light. 

Save what the glimmering of these livid flames 

Casts pale and dreadful ? thither let us tend 

From off the tossing of these fiery waves ; 

There rest, if any rest can harbour there : 185 

And re-assembling our afAicted powers, 

Consult how we may henceforth most offend 

Our enemy ; our own loss how repair ; 

How overcome this dire calamity ; 

What reinforcement we may gain from hope ; l&O 

If not, what resolution from despair/' 

Thus l^atan talking to his nearest mate, 
With head uplifl abo^e tlie wave, and eyes 
That sparkling blaz'd i his other parts besides 
Prone on the flood, extended long and laj-ge, (95 
Lay floating many a rood : in bulk as hu^e, 
A.S whom the fables name, of monstrous size, 
Titanian, or Earth-born, that warr'd on Jove, 
Briareus, or Typhon, whom the den 
By ancient Tarsus held ; or that sea-beast 200 

Leviathan, whieh God of all his works 
Created hug .st that sWim th^ ocean stream : 
(Him, haply slumb'ring on the Norway foam, 
The pilot of some small night-founder'd skiff, 
Deeming some island, oil, as seamen tell, 206 

With fixed anchor in his scaly rind, 



Moors by his side under the lee, while night 
Invests the sea, and wished morn delays.^ 
ISo stretched out huge in length the tu-ch-nenti lay. 
Chained on the burning lake : nor ever thence 2IU 
Had risen, or heav'd his head, but that the will 
And high permission of all-ruling Heaven, 
Left him at large to his own dark designs : 
That with reiterated crimes he might 
Heap on himself damnution, while he sought 215 
Gvil to others; and enrag'd mighi see, 
tiow all his malice scsrv'd but to brins: forth 
Infinite goodness^ grai», and mercy tiLown 
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On man by hun seducM ; but on himself 

Treble oonfVssion, wrath, and rengeance pour L fST 

Porihwith upright he rears from off the pool 

His miffhty stature ; on each hand Uie names 

Driven oackmrard slope their pointing spires, and ro8^ 

In billows, leave V th' midst a horrid vale. 

Then with expanded wins;s he steers his fliglit HiS 

Aloft, incumbent on the dusky air, 

That felt unusual weight : till on dry land 

He lights, if it were land that ever bum'd 

.With solid, as the lake with liquid fire : 

And such appear'd in hue, as when the force SSO 

Of subterranean wind transports a hill 

Tom from Pelorus, or the sliatter*d side 

Of thiind'ring ^tna, whose combustible 

And fuei'd entrails thence conceiving fire, 

Sublim'd with mineral fury, aid the winds, 05 

And leave a sin^d bottom all involv'd 

With stench and smoke ; such resting found the sole 

Of unbless'd feet Ij^im followed his next mateu 

JSoth glorying to mrve 'scap'd the Stygian flooa. 

As gtras, and by their own recover'a strength ; MO 

Not by the sufferance of supernal power. 

^ Is this the region, this the soil, the clime," 
^aid then the lost archangel, " this the seat, 
That we must change for heaven ? this mournfiil gloom 
For that celestial li^t 7 be it so ! since^he S46 

Who now is vwereigrf can dispose, and bid 
What shall be right : farthest rrom liim is best, 
Whom reason hath equalPd, force hath made supreme 
Above his eouals. Farewell, happy fields, 
Where joy for ever dwells ! hail, horrors ! haO, SSO 
Infernal world ! and thou profoundesi hell 
Receive thy new possessor ! One, who brings 
A mind not to be chang'd by place or time. 
The mind is its own place, and in itself 
Can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven. 955 
What matter where, if I be still the same, 
And what I should be, all but less than he 
Whom thunder hath made greater 7 Here at least 
We shall be free; th' Almighty hath not bulU 
Here for his envy ; will not drive us hence : 200 

Here we may reign secure ; and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition, though in heJl ; 
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Better to reign in. hell, than serve m heaven ! 
3ut wherefore lei we then our faithful fricndb, , 
Th* associates and copanners of our loss;, 265 

Lie tlius astonished on th' oblivious pool, 
And call tliem not to shar^ with us iheir part 
In this unhappy mansion : or once more 
With rallied arms to try, what may be yet 
Regained in heaven, or what more lost in hell ?" 270 

So Satan spake, and him Beelzebub "^ 
Thus answerM : "Leader of those armies bright. 
Which but th* Omnipotent none could have foiPd .' 
If once they hear that voice, their liveliest pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard so ofl 275 

In worst extremes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battle when it ragM, in all assaults 
Their surest signal, they will soon resiune 
New courage, and revive, though now they lie ., , 
GrovMing and prostrate on yon lake of fire, 280 
(As we erewhile,) astounded and amazM ; 
No wonder, fallen such a pernicious height !** 

[Je scarce had ceas'd, when the superioi fiend 
Was moving toward the shore ; his ponderous shield, 
Btherial temper, massy, large, and round, 285 

Behind him cast ; the broad circumference 
Hung on his shoulders like the moon, whose orb , 
Through optic glass the Tuscan artist views 
At evening from the top of Fasole, 
Or in Valdamo, to descry new lands, 290 

Rivers, or mountains, on her spotty globe. 
His spear, (to equal which the tallest pine 
Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the mast 
Of some great admiral, were but a wand,) 
He walk'd with, to support uneasv steps 295 

Over the burning marie (not like tiiose steps 
On heaven*s azure!) and the torrid clime 
Smote on him sore besides, vaulted with fire- 
Nathless he so endur'd, till on the beach 
Of that inflamed sea he stood and i^ll'd 300 

His legions, angel-forms, who lay entranc'd. 
Thick as autumnal leaves that strew the brooks 
In Vallombrosa, where th' Etrurian Uiades, 
High over-arch*d imbower ; or scattered sedge 
Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion ann'd Mid 
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Hath vexM tlie Red-Sea coast, whose Waves o'erthrew 

Busiris, and his Meinphian chivalry, 

While with perfidious hatred they punra'd 

The sojourners of Goshen, who heheld 

From trie safe shore their floatinff carcass^, 310 

And broken chariot-wheels: so thick bestrown, 

Abject and lost lay these, covering the flood, 

Under amazement of their hideous change. 

He caird so loud, that all the Lolluw deep 

Of hell resounded : " Princes, Potentates, 315 

Warriors, the flower of heaven ! once yours, now lot*, 

If such astonishment as this can seize 

Eternal spirits : or have ye chosen this place 

After the toil of battle to repose 

Your wearied virtue, for the ease you find 320 

To slumber here, as in the vales of heaven ? 

Or in this abject posture have ye sworn 

T' adore the Conqueror 1 who now beholds 

Cherub and seraph rolling in the flood, 

With scattered arms and ensigns ; till anon 325 

His swifl pursuers from heaven-gates discern 

Th' advantage, and descending tread us down 

Thus drooping; or with linked thunderbolts 

Transfix us to the bottom of this gulf. 

Awake, arise, or be for ever fallen !" 330 

They heard, and were abash'd and up they sprung 
Upon the wing : as when men wont to watch 
On duty, sleeping found by whom they dread, 
Rouse and bestir themselves ere well awake. . 

Nor did they not perceive the evil plight ' 335 

In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel ; 
Yet to their general's voice they soon obcy'd, 
Innumerable ! As when the potent rod 
Of Amram's son, in Egypt's evil day, 
Wav'd round the coast, up call'd a pitchy cloud 340 
Of locusts, warping on the eastern wind, , 

That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like niffht, and .darken'd all the land of Nile : 
Bo nuniberless were those Lad angels, seen 
Hov'rihg on wing under the cope of hell, 345 

*Twixt upper, nether, and surrounding finv 
iTill, as a signal given, tb' uplifted spear 
Of their i^reat sultan waving to direct 
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Their ooano, in eTen balance down they light 
On the firm brimstore. and fill all the plain : 350 
A multitude, like which the populous north 
Pour'd never from her frozen loin&, to pass / 
Bhine or the Danaw, when her barbarous son* 
Came liico a deluge on the south, and spread 
Beneath Gibraltar to the Libyan sands. 359 

Forthwitii from every squadron, and each band, 
The heads and leaders thither haste where stood 
Their ^reat coromandef ; godlike shapes and formi 
GxceUmg human, pimcely dignities, 
And powers ! that erst in heaven sat on thrones ; 
Thoiigh of their names in heavenly records now 361 
Be no memorial ; blotted out and raz'd, 

^ By their rebellion, from the bonks of life. 

jf(Nfor had they yet among the sons of Eve 364 

Got them new natnes ; till wund'ring o'er the earth. 
Through God*s high sufferance for the trial of man, 
^ falsities and lies the greatest part 
df mankind they corrupted, to fors)Uce 
Grod their Creator, and th* invisible 
Glory of him that made them, td transform 370 

Oft to the image of a brute, adom*d 
With gay religions full of [wtnp and gold, 
And devils to adore for deities : 
Then were they known to men by various names. 
And various idols tlirough tlie heathen world. 375 

8ay^ Muse, their names then known ; who first, 
who last, 
IUmisM from the slumber, on that fiery couch, 
/ I'nw ereat emperor's call as next in worth 
Catr«) sin^^y where he stcHxl, on the bare strand, 
While the promis*'»i''ii8 crowd stood yet aloof? 380 
The chief were thosb who, from tlie pit of hell 
Aoaming to seek their prey on earth, durst fix 
Their seats long after next the seat of God, 
Their altars by his altar, gods ador*d 
Among the nations round, and ourst abide 385 

Jehovah diund'rinfi^ out of Sk)n, thron'd 
Between the cherubim ; yea, often plac'd 
Within his sanctuary itself their shrines, 
Abominations ! and with cursed things 
Hit holj rites and solemn feasts profanM, 
And with their darkness diirst affront his light. 
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First Motoch, horrid kin^, besmearM witft Uood 
Of human sacrifiee, and parents' tears ; 
Though, for the noise of drums and timbrels loucL 
Their children's crier unheard, that paas'd tiiro* mne 
To nis grim idol. Him the Anmionite 906 

Worshipped in Rabba, and her watery plaio 
Cn ArgoD, and in Basan, to the stream 
Of utmost Arnon. Nor content with such 
Audacious neighbourhood, ihe wisest heart 400 

Of Solomon he led by fraud, to build 
liis temple riffht against the temple of God, 
On the opprobrious hill ; and made his grove 
The ple^isant valley of Hinnom, Tophet thence 
And DJnck Gehenna called^ the type of hell. 405 
Next Chcmos, th' obscene dread of Moab*s sons. 
From Aroar to Nebo, and the wild 
Ofsouthmost AbnSrim ; in Hesebon 
And [loronaim, Seon*s realm, beyond 
The flowery dale of Sibma, clod with vmes ; 410 
And Eleale to th' Asphaltic pool : 
Peor his other name, when he entic'd 
Israel in Sittim, on their march from Nile, 
To do him wanton rites, which cost tiiem wo. 
Vet thence his lustful orgies he enlargM 415 

elven to that hill of scandal, by the grove 
Of Moloch homicide ; iusl hard by hate ; 
Till good Josiah drove thern thence to hell 
With thfse came they, who from the bordering flood 
Of old Euphrates, to the brook that parts 4S0 

Egypt from Syrian ground, had general names 
Of Baalim, and Ashtaroth ; 'those male, 
Tl ese feminine: (For spirits when they please 
Can either sex assume, or both ; so soft 
And unoam|K>unded is their essence pure ; 4S6 

Not tied or manacled with joint or limb. 
Nor founded on the brittle strength of bones, 
Like cumbrous flesh ; but in what shape they clUKMei 
Dilated or condensed, bright or obscure 
Can execute theu* airy purposes, 430 

Ar^ works of love or ennuty fulfil) 
For those the rae*>. of Isr&ei od forsook 
Tht*ir living streiigth, and uniircquente i left 
[lis righteous altar, txiwing lowly down 
To liesiial gods j for which their heads as low 439 
Row'd down in hettie, wnk liefore the spear 

S 
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Of deapiftHblls^^es. Wtch these m trodp 

Came Astoreth,whoi^ the PheniciaiurcaU^d .- 

Astarte) queen of heaven, vrith cresoeRt horns 

Tc whose bright ima^ nishUy by the moon, 440 

Sidonian virginfl paid their vows and songs; 

In Sion ako not unsung, where stofjd 

Her temple on th' offensive fuountaia, built 

By that uxbrious king, wh^se heart,' though largs^ 

B^uiPd by fair idolatresses, fell 449 

To idols foul. Thammuz came next behind, 

Whose annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 

The Syrian damsels, to lament his fate 

In am'l'ous ditties all a summer's day ; 

While smooth Adonis from his native rock 450 

Ran purple to the sea, supposed with blood 

Of Thammuz yeaHy wounded . the love-tale 

Infected Sion*s daughters with like heat ; 

Whose wanton passions in the sacred porch 

fiizekiel saw, when, by the vision led, 465 

His eye survey'd the dark idolatries 

Of alienated Judah. Next came one 

Who mourn*d in ea!mest, when the captive ark 

Maim'd his brute image, head and hands loppM off 

In- his own temple, on the grunsel edge, 460 

Where he fell nat, and sham'd his worshippers ; 

Dagon his name : sea monster ! upward man 

And downward n^ : yetliad his temple high 

Reared in Azotus, dreaded through the coast 

Of Palestine, in Qiith, and Ascalon, 4^5 

And Accaron, and Gsiza's frontier bounds. 

Him follow'd Rimmon, whose delightful seat 

Was fait Daiuascus, on the fertile banks 

Of Abbana, and Pharphar, lucid streams ! 

He* also against the house of God was lx)ld : 470 

A leper once he lost, and gain'd a king, 

Ahaz, his sottish conqueror, whom he drew 

Ghxi's altar to dispamse. and disolace, 

For one of Syrian mbde, wnereon to bum ■ 

fiii odious off *nngs, and adore the gods - 471^ 

Whom he had vanquish'd. After these appear'd . 

A crew who under names of ok) renown, 

Osiris, Isis, Orus, and their train, 

With monstroui shapes and sorceries abuB'd 

Fanatie Bgrp^ ^d tier priests, to seek x 480 

Their wahwf'rinr rods di'irii^''' *n Srutiah forma. 
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Rather than bttman. Nor did Israel /scape , ,^ 
The infeciion, when their borrow'd gold coniif)Ol?'*d, 
The calf in Oreb ; and the rebel kin^ 
Doubled that sin in Bethel, and in Dan, 
Likening his Maker to the grazed ox, 
Jehovah ! who in one night when he passed . 
From Egypt marching, eqtraird with one stroke 
Both her first-born and all her bleating gods, 
Belial came last, than whom a spirit more lewd 
Fell not from heav.en, or more gross to love 
Vice for itself : to him no temple stood, 

' Or altar smok'd ; yet who more oft than he 
In temples, and at altars, when the priest 
Turns atheist, as did Eli's sons, who fiU'd 
With lust and violence the house of God? 
In courts and palaces he also reigns. 
And in luxurious cities, where the noise 
Of riot ascenHs abave their loftiest towers^ 
And injury and outrage: and when night 

. Darken^< the streets, then wander forth the sons 
Of Beliel, flown with insolence and wine 
Witness the streets of Sodom, and that night 
In Gibeah, when the hospitable door 
ExptosM a matron, to avoid worsfe rape. 

These were the prime, in order and in might: 
The rest were long to tell, though far renowned, 
Th' Ionian gods, of Javan's issue held 
Gods, yet coafess d later than heaven and earth, 
Their boasted parents. Titan, (heaven's first borii,^ 
With his enormous brood, and birthright seizM 
By younger Saturn: he from mightier Jove, 
(His own and Rhea's son.) like measure found 
So Jove ursurping reign'd ; these first in Crete 
And Ida known ; thence on the snowy top 
Of cold Olympus ruPd the middle air, 
Their highest heaven ; or on the Delphian cli^ 
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 
Of Doric land ; or who with Saturn old , . • 
Fled over Adria to th' Hesperian fields, 
And o'er the Celtic roam'd the utmost isles. 

All these and more came flocking, but with )<^oI» 
Downcast and damp ; yet such wherein appeared' ' 
Obscure some glimpse of joy. to have found their eboi 
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Not ill despaiTs to have found themaelYes t.ot. lost 5S6 
In lo«i itself; which on his couht'nance cast 
Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride 
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, not substance, gently rais'd 
Their fainting courage, and dispelled thei'* tears. 530 
Then straight commands that at the warlike sound 
Of trumpets loud, and clarions, be uprear'd 
His mighty standard : that proud honour claina*d 
Azazel as riis right, a cherub fah ; 
Who forthwith from the ^littbring staff unfurl'd 535 
Th' imperial ensign; which, fuU nigh advancM, 
Shone like a meteor streaming to the wind, 
With gems and golden lusti-e rich emblaz*d. 
Seraphic arms and trophies ; all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial sounds: 54V 

At which the universal host up sent 
A shout that tore hell's concave ; and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Ni^ht. 
All m a momeni through the gloc»m were seen 
Ten thousand banners rise into the air, 545 

With orient c«)Jours waving : with them rose 
A forest huge of spears ; and thronging helm 
Anpeiu-'d, and serried shields in thicli array, 
Or depth immeasurable : an<m they move 
In perfect phalanx, to the Dogan mood 5$0 

Of flutes, and «oll recorders ; such as rais*c( 
To height of noblest temper heroes old 
Arming to battle ; and instead of rage. 
Deliberate valour breath'd, firm, and unmov'd 
With dread of death to flight, or foul retreat; 555 
Nor wanting fwwer to mitigate and swa^e. 
With solemn touches, troubled thoughts, and choM 
Anguish, and doubt, and fear, and sorrow, and pain, 
From mortal or immortal minds. I'hus tiicy 
Breathing united force, with fixed thought i60 

MoT'd on in silence to soft pifies, tiiai cjmrm'd 
Their painful steps o^er the burnt soil : and now 
Advanced in view, they stand, a horrid front 
Of dreadful length, arid dazzling arms, in guiae 
Of warriors oid with order'd sfiear and shield. 
Awaiting what command their mighty chief 
Had to impose : he through the armed files 
Dartit his cx|)erienc'd eye, and soon traverse 
Tht whole baitaUon views, their order due. 
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*I%eir visaets nnd stftture as of gcMls ; 5)0 

Their number last he sums. And now his heart 

Distends Mrith pride, aiid nardhiing in his strength 

Glories : for never since created man 

Met stich embodied force, as nam*d with these 

Could merit more than that small infantry 575 

Warr'd on by cranes ; thoug^h all the giant brood 

Of Phlegra with th' heroic race were joined, 

That fought at Thebes and Ilium, on each sid 

Mix*d with auxiliar gods : and what resotmds 

In fable or romanc^ of Uthcr*s son, 580 

Begirt with British and Armoric knights ; 

And all who since baptized or infidel, 

Jousted in Aspmmont, or Montaiban, 

Damasco, or Morocco, or Trebisond ; , 

Or whom Biserta sent from Afric shore, 585 

When Charlemain with i£ll his peerage fell 

By Fontarabbia. Thus far these beyond 

Compare of mortal prowess, yet observ'd 

Their dread commander : he, above ttie rest 

In shape and gesture proudly eminent, 590 

Stood like a tower : his form had not vet lost 

All her original brightness, nor appeard 

Less than archangel ruin*d, and th' excess 

Of elory obscured : as wKen the sun new risen 

Looks inrough the h|rizontal misty air, 595 

Shorn of hb beams ; or from behind tlie moon, 

In dim eclipse, disastrous twiight sheds 

On haif the nations, and witli fear of change, 

Perplexes monarchs ; darkened so, yet shone 

Above them all th' archangel : but his face 000 

Deep scars of thunder had mtrench'd, and care 

Bat on his faded cheek, but under brows 

Of dauntless courage, and considerate pride 

Waitiiig revenge : cruel his eye, but cast 

Signs of remorse and passion, to behold * 605 

The fellows of his crime, the followers rattier, 

(Far other once beheld m bliss!) condenm'd 

For ever now to have tlieir lot in pain ; 

Millions of spirits, for his fkult amerc'd 

Of heaven, and from eternal splendour fitkng 010 

For his revolt j yet faithful how they stood, 

Their glory withcr'd : ais when heaven's fin 

Hath scatli'd the forest oaks, or mountain pines, 

With singed top their stately growth, thougli bart^ 



90 FARADISB LOST. f/M^. 

Qlvmds on the blasted heath. He now prepar'cl 9t5 
To spcaik, wbereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half enclose him round 
With ail his peers: attention held them mute : 
Thrice he assayed, and thrice in spite of scorn, 
.Tears, such as angels weep, burst forth ; at la^ 690 
Words interwove with sighs found out their way. 

" O myriads of immortal spirits ! O powers 
Matdiless, but with th' Almi^^hty, and that strife 
Was not inglorious, though th* event was dire, 
Ad this place testifies, and this dire change, 62^ 

Hateful to utter : but what power of mind, 
Forseeing, or presaging, from the depth 
Of knowledge pastor present, could have fiar'd, 
Hpw such united force of gods, how such 
As stood like these, could ever know repulse ? 630 
For who can yet believe, though after loss, 
That ail these puissant legions, whose exile 
Hath emptied heaven, shall fail to reasccnd 
Self-rais'd, and re))ossess their native seal 7 
For me be witness ail the host of heaven, 635 

If counsels different, or danger shunned 
By me, have lost our hopes : but he who reigns 
Monaiich in heaven, till lh§n as one secure 
Sat on his thrane, upheld by o\d repute, 
Consent, or custom, and his re^l state 640 

Put forth at full, but s^l his strength conceuPd, 
Which temptetl our attempt, and wrought our ^11. 
Henceforth nis might we know, and know our own 
So as not either to provQke, or dread 
New war, provokM. Our better part remains 645 / 
T) work in close design, by fraud or guile. 
What force effected not ; that he no less 
At length from us may find, who overcomes 
By force, hftth overcome but half his foe. 
Space may produce new worlds ; whereof so rift 650 
liiere went a fame in heaven, that he, ert ioii^ 
Intended to create ; and therein plant 
A generation, whom his choice repird 
Should favour equal to the sons of heaven : 
Thither, if but to pry, shalJ be perhaps 665 

Our first eruption, thither or elsewhere : 
For this infernal pit sHall never hold 
Celi^tiai spirits in bondage^ nur th' abysi 
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Long under darkness coF«r. ^But these Uunighta , 

Full counsel musl'mature : Peace is despair'd, 666 
For who can think submisiiion ? War tnen, war 
Ojien or understood, must be resolTM.** 

He spake : and to confirm his words out flew 
^f illions of flaming swords, drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty cherubim : the sudden blaze 665 

Far round illumin'd hell ; highly they rag'd 
A^nst the Highest, and fierce witli grasped arms 
Ciash'd on their sounding shields the din of war, 
Hurling defiance toward the vault of heaven. 

There stoixl a hill not far, whose grisly top 670 
BefehM fire and roUing smoke ; the rest entire 
Shone with a glassy scurf; (undoubted sign 
That in his; womb was hid metallic oi-e, 
The work of sulphur,) thither winged with speed 
A numerous brigade hastened : as when bands 676 
Of pioneers, with spade and pickaxe arm'd, 
Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field. 
Or cast a rampart ; Mammon led them on, 
Mammon, the least erected spirit that fell 
From heaven : for even in heaven his looks and 
tlioughu 680 

Were always downward bent ; admiring more 
The riches of heaven's pavement, trodden gold, 
Than ought divine or holy else, enjoyM 
In vision beatific: by him first 
Men also, and by his suggestion taught, 685 

Ransacked the centre, and with impious hands 
Rifled the bowels of their mother earth 
For treasures better iiid. Soon had his crew 
Open'd into the hill a spacious wound. 
And di^ d out ribs of gold. (Let none admire 690 
That riches grow in hell ; that soil may best 
Deserve thr precious bane.) And here let those <# 
Who boasi, in mortal tilings, and wond'ring tell 
Of Babel, and die works of Memphian kings, 
Learn how their greatest monuments of fame, 696 
And strengtliy and artj are> easily outdone 
E^ spirits reprobate, and in an hour, 
What in an age they with incessant toil, 
And hands innumerable, scarce perform. 
Nigh on the plain in many cells piepeur'd, 700 
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That undemeath had reinrof liquid fire 

Sluiced from the lake, a second multitude 

With wondrous art founded the massy ore 

Severing each kind, and seummM the bullion dross. 

A third as soon had formed within the ground 70S 

A various mould ) and from the boiling cells 

By strange conveyance fiU'd each hollow node t 

As in an organ, from one blast of wind, 

To many a row of pipes the sound>board breathes* 

Anon out of the earth a fabric huge 710 

Rose like an exhalation, with the sound 

Of dulcet symphonies, and voices sweet, 

Built like a temple, where pilditers round 

Were set, and Doric pillars, overlaid 

With golden architrave: nor did there want 7J& 

Cornice, or frieze, with bossy sculptures graven; 

The roof was fi-etted gold. Not Babylon, 

g'orgreat Alcairo, such magnificence 
qusQrd in all their glories, to inshrine 
Belus^or Serapis, their gods; or seat 7!iU> 

Their kings, when Egypt with Assyria strove 
In wealth and luxury. Th' ascending pile 
Stood fixM her stately height : and straight the doors 
Opening their brazen folds, discover wide 
Within her ample spaces o'er the smooth 725 

And level pavement : from the arched roof, 
Pendent by subtle mafic, many a row 
Of starry lamps, and blazing cressets, fed 
With Naphtha and Asphaltus, yieklecl light^ 
As from a sky. The hasty multitude 730 

Admiring enter'd, and the work some praise, ^ 
And some the architect: his hand was known 
In heaven by many a tow*red structure high, 
Where sceptred angels held their residence. 
And sat as princes ; whom the supreme Kng 7.^ 
Elxalted to such power, and gave to rule, 
jiach in his hierarchy, the orders bright: 
Nor was his name unheard, or unador'd. 
In ancient Greece ; and in Ausonian land 
Meh call'd him Mulciber ; and how he fell 74(i 

From heaven they fabled, throvm by angry Jove 
Sheer o'er the crystal battlements; from mora 
To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 
A summer's day ; and with the setting sun 
Dropp'd from tne zenitk like a failing star^ 745 
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On Lemnos th* Ms^n isle: thus tliey relate, 

UiTving ; for he with this rebellious ruut 

Pell long l>efore ; nor ou^ht availM him now 

r* have Diiilt in heaven high tower^ j, nor did he scape 

By all his enj^ines, but was headtoVV^ sent 750 

With his industrious crew to build ui helL 

Meanwhile the winged herald's by comnnand 

Of sov'rei^n power, with awful ceremony 

And trumpet's sound, throughout the host proclaim 

4. solemn council forthwith to be held 755 

At Pandemonium, the high capital 

Of Satan and his peers : their summons call'd, 

From every band and squared regiment. 

By place or choice the worthiest, they anon 

Witli hundreds, and with thousands, trooping came 

Attended : all access was throng'd, the gutes 76J 

And porches wide, but chief the spacious hall 

(Though Itke a cover'd field, where champions bold 

Wont ride m armM, and at the Soldan^s ciiair 

Defied the best of Panim chivalrv 765 

To mortal combat, or career witn lance) 

Thick swarm'd, both on the ground, and in the air, 

Brush'd with the hiss of rustling wings. As bees 

In spring time, when the sun vnth Tauru^rides, 

Pour forth their populous youth about tlie hive 770 

In clusters ; they among fresh dews and fiower% 

Fly to and fro, or on the smoothed plank, 

^The suburb of their straw-built citadel,) 

New rubb'd with balm, expatiate and confer 

Their state affairs : so thicK the airy crowd 775 

Swarm'd t^rui were straitened ; till tne signal given : 

Behold a woru^er ! they but now who seemM 

In bi^ess to sui pass earth's giant sons, 

Now less than smallest dwar^ in narrow room 

Throng numberless, like that py^ean race 78U 

Beyond the Indian mount ; or fairy elves ; 

Wnose midnight revels, by a forest side, 

Or fountain, some belated peasant sees. 

Or dreams he sees ; while over head the moon 

Sits arbitress, and nearer to the earth 785 

Wheels her paie course ; they on their mirth and dance 

Intent, with jocund music cnarni Kis ear : 

At once with joy and fear his neart rebounds. 

Tttas incorporeal spirits to smallest forms 
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ReducM their sbapps immense j; and W9Tfi atlaigfi^ > 
Though without number still, amidf^t the hall 
Of that infernal court. But far within. 
And in their qwn^/mensions like themsslves^- 
The great Sarap&cf lords, and cherubim, 
In close recess and secret <^anclave sat ; . . . 
Athousand demi-^ods on golden qeats. 
Frequent and fuU ! * Af%^.r • shont silevif e then, 
And summons read, the gredt eonsnlt began. 
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TBB ARGUMENT. 

Tke e&fistdtatior^ hegutif Satan debates whether anothti 
bdtUe is to be hazardeC for the recovery of heaven : 
sotne advise itj others dissuade. Jl third proposal is 
priferredf mentioned be/ore by SataUf to search tht 
trtUh oj that prophecy or Iraditi/yif, in heaven corU 
eeming another toortd^ and another kind of creature, 
eq^uUf or not much inferior to themselves^ about thi$ 
tifne to be created : their doubt vku 'hall be sent on 
this difficult search : ^ataiif thett chief, undertake 

. tdone the voyage ; is hnnoured and applauded. The 
council thus ended, the rest betake tkein seiteral tonya, 
emd to severed employments^ as their inclinations lead 
them, to entertain the lime till Satan return. He 
passes on his journey to hell gates, finds them shut,- 
and who sat there to guard them, by whmn tU length 
they are opened, and discover to him the great gulfbe^ 
tween kell and heaven : ivith wnat difficidty he passes 
tktovgh, directed by Chaos, the power of that place, 
to the sight of this new wor{d which he sought. 



High on a throne of royal 9teite, which ffl^ 
Outshone the wealth of Orn)us and of Iwl { ; 

Or where the gorgeous -east with ricliest haryi 
Showers on .her kings barbaric peai.'l and gttkL 
Satan exalted sat^ by merit raised : ft 

To LbAt bad eminence : and from desjMiir ' * i 

Thus high uplifled beyond hope, aspires 
Beyond t)His hifrh ; insatiate to -pursue ,. ' •< 
Vain war with heaven ; and by success untau^t, * 
His prouu imaginations Uiua displayed • 10 
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" Powers, and dominions, deities of heaYen * 
(For since no deep within her gulf can hold 
Immortal vigour, though oppressed and fallen, 
I give not heaven for lost : from this descent v 
Celestial virtues rising, will appear 15 

More glorious and mere dread than irom no fall. 
And trust themselves to fear no second fate.) 
Me, though just right and the fix'd laws of heaven 
Did first create your leaders-next free choice ; 

^ With what besides, in council or in fight ^ 

Hath been achiev'd of merit : yet this loss 
Thus far at least recoverM, hath mlich more 
Established iri a safe unenvied throne. 
Yielded with full consent. The happier state 
In heaven, which follows dignity, might draw 2/» 
Gnvy from each inferior : but who here « 

Will envy whom the higliest place exposes 
Poremost to stand against the Thunderer's aim, 
Vour bulwa-k ; and condemns to greatest share 

'Of endless pain? Where there is then no ffood 30 
For wnich to strive, no strife can grow up there 
From faction : for none sure will claim in hell 
Precedence ; noney whose portion is so small 
Of present pain, that with ambitious mind 
Will covet more ! with this advantage then 35 

To union, and firm faith, and firm accord, 
More than can be in heaven, we now return 
To claim our just inheritance of old. 
Surer to prosper than prosperity 
Could have assur'd us ; and by what best way, 40 
Whether of open war, or covert guile, ^ 
We now debate : who can advise may speak.'* 

He ceas'd ; and next him Moloch, sceptred king, 
Stood up, the strongest and the fiercest spirit 
That fought in heaven, now fiercer by* despair : 45 
His trust was with th' Eternal to bedeem'd v 

Equal in 8irengt.h, and rather than be lessj * 

Cared not to be at ail ; with that care iost 
Went aU his fear : of God, or hell, or worse, 4£ 
He recked not ; and Uiese words thereafter ispake . 

•• My ientencc is for open war ; of wiles, 
More unexnert, I boost not : them let those 
Contrive wno neetl ; or when they need, not now 
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For while they sit contriving, shall the real, 
Millions thai stand in arms, and longing wait ft 
The si^al to ascend, sit ling;*ring here 
Eleaven's t'dgir.ives, and for their dwelling-place 
Accept this dark opprobrious den of shamey 
The prison of his tyranny who reigns 
By our delay ? No ! let us rather choose, fO 

ArmM with heli-flames and fury, all 9t once 
O'er heaven'? high towers to force resistless way 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
Ag-ainst the Torturer : when to meet the noise 
Of his Almighty engine he shall hear M 

Infernal thtmder ; and, for lightning, see 
Black fire and horror shot with equal rage 
Among his angels : and his throne itself 
Mix*d with Tartarean sulphur, and strange fire, 
His own invented torments. — But, perhaps, W 

The way seems difficult and steep, to scale 
With uiirighl wing against a higher foe — 
Let such bethink them, (if the sleepy drench 
Of that forgetful lake benumb not still,) 
That in ou-r proper ^motion we ascend 7S 

Up to our native seat : descent and faN 
To us is adverse. Who but felt of late. 
When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear 
Insulting, and pursuM us through the deep, 
With what compulsion, and laborious flight 80 

We sunk tlius low ? Th' ascent is easy tnen ; 
Th* ev^t is fear*d j should we as^ain provoke 
Our stronger, some worse way his wrath may find 
To our destruction ; (if there be in hell 
Pear to be woi*se dfiStroy»d,) What can be worse 89 
Than to dwell her*^, driven out from bliss, condema'd 
[n this abhorred deep to utter wo ! 
Where pair, of unextinguishable fire 
Must exercise us, without hope of end, 
The vassals of his arg^, when the scourge 90 

Inexorably, and the torturing hour, 
Calls us to penance ? more uestroy*d than thnSi 
We should be quite abolished, ana expire. 
Wliat fear we then ? what doubt we to incense 
His utmost ire ? which to the height enraged, 
Will either quite consume us, and reduce 
To nothing tnis essential ; happier far, 
Than miserable to have eternal being ; 

4 
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Or if our tobetance be indeed divine, 

And cannot cease to be, we are at worst 100 

On this side nothing : and by proof we feel 

Our power sufficient to disturb his heaven. 

And with perpetual inroads to alarm. 

Though inaccessible, his fatal throne : 

l^fhich, if not victory, is yet revenge." lOS 

He ended frowning, and his look dcnounc*d 
Desperate revenge, and battle dangerous 
To leas than gods. On th' other side uprose . 
Belial, in act more graceful and humane : 
A fairer person lost not heaven ; he seemM 110 

For dignity compos'd, and high exploit : 
But all was false and hollow : thougli his tongue 
Dropp'd manna, and could make the worse af )pear 
The better reason, to perplex and dash 
Mat'irest counsels.; for his thoughts were low : tl9 
To vice industrious, but to nobler deeds 
Timorouii and slothful : yet he pleas'd the ear 
And with persuasive accents thus began : 

** I should be much for open war, O peers, 
As not behind in hale, if what was urg'd lUf 

Main reason to persuade imr*'ediate war. 
Did not dissuade mc most : and seem to cast 
Ominous conjecture on the whole success ; 
When he who m<*st excels in faft of arms, 
In what he counsels, and in what excels, I .. $ 

Mistrustful, grounds his courage on despair,* 
And utter dissolution, as the scope 
Of all his aim, after some dire revenge. 
Firsti, what.revenffe ? The towers of heaven are 61l*(| 
With armed watcli, that render all access I iO 

Impregnable : ofl on the bordering deep 
Encamp their legions ; or with obscure wing, 
Scout far and wide into the realm of night. 
Scorning surprise. Or conld we break our way 
By force, and at our heels ail hell should rise 13S 
With blackest insurrection, to confound 
Heaven's purest light ; yet our great enemy, 
Ail incqrruptible, would on his throne 
Sit unpolluted ; and th' ethereal mould 
Incapable of s^ain^ would soon expel 140 

HermischieC fu^dpUfget off the baser £rey ... . 
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Victorious. Thus repuls'd, our final iiope 

Is flat despair : we musl exasperate ' - 

Th* Almighiy Victor to spend ail liis rage, 

And that insist end us ;- that must l3e our cure 14^ 

To be no more. — Sad cure ! for who would Igse, 

Though full of pain, this intellectud being ; 

Those thought^ that wander through eternity 

To perish rather, swallowed up and lost 

In tnft wide womb of uncreated nieht, 1 50 

Dekroid of sense and motion ? And who knows^ 

(Let this be good,) whether our angry foe 

Uan give it, or will ever ? how he can, ^ ; 

Is doubil'd ; th.at lie never will, is sure. 

Will he, so wise, let loose at once his ire, 15( 

Belike through impotence, or unaware, ' 

To give his enemies their wish, and end 

Them in his anger, whom his anger saves i 

To punisli endless 7-^Wherefore cease we then? 

$<lay they who counsel war; ^e are decreed, 16(1 

Reserv'd, and destin'd to eternal wo : 

Whatever doing, what can we suffer more ; 

^Vhat can we suffer worse ? — Is tills then worst, 

Thus sitti'ig, thus consulting, thus in arms ? J 6^ 

What I wlien we fled amain, pursued, and stmck 

With heaven's afllictine thunder, and besought 

The deep to shelter us ' This hell then seem'd 

A refuge from those "bounds. Or, when we lay i 

*[!hain'a on the burning lake ? I'lio.^ sure was worstt 

What if the breath that kindled those, grim fires, ITQ 

Awak'd, should blow them into sevenfold r^e, ' i 

And nlunge us in the flames ? Or, from abovO) 

Should intermittp-d vengeance arm again 

His red right hand to plague us ? What if all 

Her stores were open'd, and this firmament . 174 

Of hell should spout her cataracts of fire? . 

Impendent horrors ! threatening hideous fall 

One day upon our heads : while ^e perhaps 

Designmg or exhorting glorious war, " 

Caught in a fiery tempest shall be hurPd ]8Q 

Each on his rocic transfix'd, the sport and prey ' >! 

Of racking whirlwinds : or for ever sunk 

Under yon boiling ocean, wrapp'd in chains ; 

There to converse with everlasting g^x>an3, 

Unrespited, unpitied, unrepriev'd, • IttSl 

Ages of hopeless end 7 This would be worse. 
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War, ther^re, open or cuiioeai'd, Hlike 
My voice dissuades : for what can force or sruile 
With hun, or who deceive his mind, whrwe eye 
Views all thingit at one view It He from heuven^ 
hei^t 19C 

All these our motiona vain sees and derides : 
Not more alniishry to resist our miglit, 
Than wise totnistmte all our plots and wiU»^ 
Shall we then live thus vile, the race of heaven 
Thus crampfed, thus expelPd, tosuiferhere 195 

Chains and these tonnenis ? Better theae than worse, 
By my advice ; since fate inevitable 
Subdues us, and omnipotent decree ; 
rWe victor's will. To suffdr. as to do^ 
Our strength is equal, nor ihe law unjust iMXl 

That so ordains : this was at first resolT'd 
If we were wise, against so great a foe 
Contending, and so doubtful whatnnight fall. 
I latugh, when those who at the spear arc bold 
And venturous, if that fail tliem, shrink, and fear 
What yet they know must follow, to endure SOQ 
Exile or ignominy, or bonds, or pain, 
THe sentence of their conqueror : This is now 
Our doom ! which if we c^n sustain and bear, 
Our supreme foe, in time, may much remit SIO 

His an^er : and, perhaiw, thus far removed, 
Not mind us, not offendifig, salilfied 
With what i^ punished : whence these raging firea 
Will slacken, if his breaih stir not their flames. 
Our purer essence then will overcome S15 

Their noxious vapour ; or inur'd, not feel ; 
Or chang'd at length, and to the place confomVd 
bi temper, and in nature, will receive 
Familiar the fierce heat^ and void of pain, 
This horror will grow mild, this darKness, liglu : 8)0 
Besides whathojie the never-ending flight 
Of futui'e days may bring, what chance, what changi; 
Worth waitmg, since our present lot a*3peai-s 
Ww happy, though but ill ; for ill, not worst; 
If we procure not to ourselves more wa" 925 

Thus Belial witi words cloth'd in reason's garb 
CounMilPd ignoble ease, and peaceful sloth, 
Mot peace : and ai er him thas Mammon spakeii 



** Either to disenthrone the King of bef veo « * 
-, We war, if war be best, or to regain 230 

Our own right, lost : Him to unthrone we theii 
May hope, when everlasting Fate aliall yield • .j 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge tJie strife: 
The former vain to hope, argues as vain 
The latter i for what place can be for us 93fc 

Within heaven's bound, unless heaven's Lo^*d supreme 
We overpower ? Suppose he should releiv^ 
And publish grace to all, on promise made 
Of new subjection ; with wnat eyes could we 
Stand in his presence humble, and receive . . ^40 

Strict laws imposed to celebrate his throne 
With warbled hymns, and to his Godhead sing 
Forc'd hallelujalis ? while he lordly sits 
Our envied Sovereign, and his altar breathes 
Ambrosial odours and ambrosial flowers, . )M 

Our servile offerings ! This must be.our task 
f n heaven, this our delight ; how wearispi^e . 
bternity so spent, in worship paid 
To whom we hate ' Lot us not then pursvid 
by force impossiule, by leave obtained 2dM 

Unacceptable, though in heaven, our state 
Of splendid vassedage ; but rather seek 
Our own good from ourselves, and from our own 
Live to ourselves ; tliough in this vast recpss, 
Free, and to none accountable ; preferring 2^ 

Hard liberty before the easy yoke 
Of servile pomp. Our greutness will appear . 
Then most conspicuous, when great tilings of stnaU, 
Useful of hurtful, prosperous of adverse 
We can create ; and in what place soe*er 360 

Thri\ e under evil, and work ease out of pai% •- 
Through labour and endurance. This deep world 
Of dai-kncss do we dread ? How oft amidst 
Thick clouds and dark, doth heaven's aU-ndiog SirQ 
Choose to reside, his gjory unobscur'd ,S65 

And with the majesty of darkness round 
Clovers his throne ; vom whence deep thunden Toar 
blustering their rage, and heaven reaembles f^eU | 
As he our darkness, cannot we his light / 

Imitate when we please ? This desert soil jITQ 

Wants not her hidden lustre, gems, and gold ; ; 

Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raise 
Magnificence j and what can heaven show inoic? , 

4* 
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Our torments also may, in length of time, 

Become our elements ; these piercing fires 275 

As soft as now seyere, our temper chang'd 

Into their tempet ; which mu»t needs remove 

The sensible of pain. All things invite 

To peaceiu) counsels, and the settled state 

Of order, how in safety best we may 280 

Compose our present evils, with regard 

Of what we are, and were ; dismisine quite 

Ail thought of war. — Ye have what I advise." 

He scarce nad finished, when such murmur fill'd 
Tli' assembly, as when hollow r«x;ks retain 2S5 

The sound of blustering wmds, which all night long 
Had rous'd the sei, now with hoarse cadence lull 
Sea-faring men o*erwatch'd, whose bark by chajice, 
Or' pinnace, anchors in a craggy bay 
After the tempest : such applause was heard 290 
As Mammon ended, and his sentence pleas'd, 
Advising peace. For, such another field 
They dreltded worse than nell : so much the fear 
Of tnunder, and the sword of Michael, 
Wrought still within them ; and no less desire 295 
To found this nether empire, which might rise, 
By ]:toticy, and long process of time, 
In emulation opposite to heaven. 
Which when eeelzebub perceiv'd (than whi)m, 
Satan except, none higher sat) with grave 30O 

Aspect he rose, and in his rising seemed 
A pillar of state : deep on his frpnt engraven. 
Deliberation sat, and public care ; 
And princely counsel m his face yet ahbne, 
Majestic though in ruin f sage he stood, SOfii 

With Atlantean shoulders fit to bear 
The weight of mightiest monarchies ; hi* l<K)k 
Drew'ftuuicnot, and attention still as night, 
Of'summer's noon-tide air ; while thus he spake : 

* •♦Throlies and im perial powers, offspring of heaven. 
Ethereal virtues ! or these titles now 3) | 

Must we renounce, and, changir^ styfe, be calVd 
Princes pf hell ? For, so the jiopular votp 
Indines, here to continue, and build up here 
A growing empire: doilbtless! while we dreuin, 313 
ADd^know that tlie King pf heaven hath doom'd 
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This place our dmigeon ; not our safe retreal 
Beyond his potent arm, to live ^jEempt 
From Heaven's nigh jurisdictinn, in new league 
Banded against his throne: but to remain 320 

Cn strictest bondage, ti'iough thus far remov'd, 
Under th' inevitable curb, reservM 
His captive multitude: for he, be sure, 
In hei^t, or depth, still first and last will reign 
Sdc king, and of his kingdom lose no part 331) 

My our revolt ; but over hell extend 
His empire, and with iron sceptre rule 
Us nere, as with his golden those in heaven. 
What sit we then projecting peace and war ? 
War hath determined us, and foil'd with loss 330 
(ri (parade ; terms of peace yet none 
Vouchsdf d, or sought : for what peace will be givM 
To us ensiav'd, hut custody severe. 
And stripes, and arbitrary punishment 
inflicted 7 and what peace can we return ? 335 

But, to our power, hostility and hate, 
UntamM rdluciance, and revenge ; though slow, 
Yet ever plotting how the Conqueror least 
May reap his conquest, and may least rejoice 
bi doing whtat we most in suffermg feel ? 340 

Nor win occasion want, nor shall we need 
With dangerous expedition, to invade 
Heaven, whose hi^n wails fear no assault or siege, 
Or ambush from the deep : what if we find 
Some easier enterprize ? There H a place, 345 

(If ancient and prophetic fame in heaven 
Err not,) another world, the happy seat 
Of some new race cail'd Man ; about this time 
To be created like to us, thoueh less 
In po^er and excellence, but favoured more 350 

Of him who rules almve : so was his will 
Pronojmc'd among the soiis, and by an oath. 
That shook heaven*s whole cireurofereiice, confirmed. 
Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn 
What creatures there inhabit, of what mould, 355 
Or substance, how iemliied, and what their power, 
And where their weakness, how attempted dosC 
By force, or subtilty. Though heaven be shuty 
■ And heaven's hi J^h arbitrator sit secure \ 

In hi^ own s«,rength, this place may lie exposed 300 
The utmost borvlor of hia kingdom, lerl 
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To their defence who hold it : here perhajM 

Some advantageous act may be ochierM 

By sudden onset, eithei with hell fire 

To wastq his whole creation ; or possess 36ft 

All as our orwn, and drive, as we were driven. 

The pUnv habitants ; or, if not drive, 

Seduce them to our party, that their God 

May prove their foe, ana with repenting hand 

Abolish his own works. This would surpass 370 

Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 

In our confusion, and our joy upraise 

In his disturbance ; when his darling sons, 

HurPd headlong; to partake with us, shall curse 

Their frail origmal,.and faded bliss : 376 

Faded so soon ! Advise if this be worth 

Attempting, or to sit in darkness here 

Elatchins vain empires/' Thus Beelzebub 

Pleaded nis deriliah counsel, first devis'd 

By Satan, andin part proposed . for whence, 380 

But from the author of ill ill, could spring > 

So deep a malice to confound tlie race * 

Of mankind in one root, and earth with he* 

To mingle and involve, done all to spite 

The great Creator ? Bui their sriite still serves SM 

His glory to aiifflment. The bold design 

Pleas'd highly those infernal states, and joy 

Sparkled in all their eyes; with full assent 

They vote : whereat nis speech he thus renews * 

'' Well have ye judged, well ended long debate, 390 
Synod of g<xls I and. Tike to what ye are. 
Great things resolv'd ; which from the lowest deep 
Will once more lift us up,, in spite of fate, 
Nearer our ancient seat ; perhaps ii^ view 394 

Of those bright confines, whence with neighbouring 
And opportune excursion, we may chance [armSi 
Re-enter heaven : or else, in some mild zcme 
Dwell not un\isited of heaven's &ir light. 
Secure, and at the brightening orient beam 
Puree off this gloom : the soft delicious air, 400- 

To hefil the scar of these corrosive fireS) f 9en4 

Shall breathe her balm. — But first whom shaU we 
In search of this new world ? whom shall we find 
Sufficient ? Who shall tempt with wandering feet 
The dark, unboUora'd, iniimte abyss, 4-15 
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And througii the paipAble obsoj^re Bud <»iit 

Hia uncouih way; or spread ms airy flighi. 

Upborne with indefatigable win^ 

Over the vast abrupt, ere he arrive 

The happy isle ? What strength, w^hai an can then 

SuiHce, or what evaeton bear him safe 41 1 

Through the strict sentries, and stations thick 

Of angels watching round? Here he had need 

All circumspection ; and we now no less 

Choice in our suffrage ; for, on whon) we send, 415 

I'he weight of all, and our last hope, relies.'* 

This said, he sat ; and expectation held 
His look suspense, awaiting who appeared 
To second or oppose, or undertake 
The perilous attempt : but hll sat mute, 420 

Pondeiing the danger with deep Uioughts ; and each 
In otlier^s countenance read his own dismay, 
Astonished ! None, among the choice and prims 
Of those neaven-warring champions, could be found 
So hardy, as to proffer, or accept 425 

Alone ttie dreadful voyage : till at last 
Satan, whom now transcendent glory rais'd 
Above lus fellows, witli monarchal pride 
(Conitclous of liighest worth) unmovM thus spake : 

O f^ogen y of ncaven^ empyreal thrones ! 430 
With reason hath deep silence, and demur, 
SeizM us, though undismayed : long iathe way 
And hard, Uiat out of hell leads up to light : 
Our prison strong ; this huge convex of fire. 
Outrageous to devour, immures us round 436 

Ninefold : and gates of burning adamant 
Barr*d over us, prohibit all egress. 
These pass'd (if any pass) the void profound 
Of unessential night receives him next 
Wide gaping ! and with utter loss of being 440 
Threatt;ns him, plung'd in that abortive gulfl 
[f, thence he 'scape into whatever world. 
Or unknown region, what remains nim less 
Than unknown dangers, and as hard escape ? 
But 1 should ill become tJiis throne, O peers ! 44^ 
And this imperial sovereignty, adorn'd 
With spleiKlour, arm'd with power, if ought proposed 
And judged of public moment* in tlie shape 
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Of cUffieuHy, or danger, cottki deter 

Me from attempting. Wherefore do I aswime 4fiC 

Tliese royalties, and not refuse to rei|-n, 

Refusing to accept as great a share 

Of hazard, as'ot honour due alike 

To him who reigns, and so much to him due 

Of hazard more, as he above the rest 455 

High honoured sits ? "Go, therefore, mighty powers^^ 

Terror of heaven, though fallen ! intend at home, ' 

(While here shall be our home,) what best mny ease 

The present misery, and render hell » 

More tolerable ; if there be cure, or charm, iHQ 

To respite, or deceive, or slack the pain 

Of this ill mansion. Iiitennit no watch 

Against a wakeful foe, while I abroad, 

Through all the coasts of dark destruction, seek 

Deliverance for us all : this enterprise 465 

None shall partake with me." Thus saying, t^ee ' 

The monarch, and prevented ail reply : 

PruderH, lest, fromiiis resolution rais'd, 

Others among the chiefs might offer now 

(Certain to 1*8 refased) what erst they fear'd j 470 

And so r^us*d, might in opinion stand 

His rivals ; winning cheap the high repute, 

Which he through hazard huge must earn. But ihey 

Dreeuled not more th' itdventure, than his voice 

Forbidding ; and at once with him they rose t ' ' 475 

Their rising all at once was as the sound 

Of thunder heard remote. Towards him they bead 

With awful reverence prone; and as a gt>d 

Extol him equal to the Highest in heaven; 

Nor fail'd they to express how much they prais'd, 

That for the general safely he despised 4di 

His own, (for neither do the spirits damn'd 

Lose all their virtue ; lest bad men should boast 

Their specious deeds on earth, which glory exciter j 

Or close ambition varnishM o'er with zeal.) "Irti 

Thus they their doubtful consultations dark 

Ended, rejoicing in their matchless chief: 

As when from mountain-trtps the dusky clouds 

Ascending, while the north-wind sleeps, o'er-sprend 

Heaven's cheerftil face, the lowering element 491* 

Scowls o>r the darken'd landscape snow, or showei 

If chance the radiant stm with farewell sweet 

Extendi his evening beam, the fields revive, ' 
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'i*he birds their notes renew, and bleating h«rei» 

Attest their joy, that hill and valley ringit. 496 

O shame to raen J Dtfvil with deTil'damu'd 

Firm concord holds, men only disagree 

Of creatures rational, though under hope 

Of h^venly grace : and, God proclaiming peace. 

Vet live in hatred, enmity, and strife 500 

Among themselves, and levy cruel wars, 

Wasting the earth, each other to destroy : 

As^if (which ihight induce us to accord) 

Man had not hellish foes enow besides, 

That aay and night, for his destruction wait 505 

The Stygian council thus dissolved ; and forth 
In Order came the grand infernal peers ; 
Midst came their mighty paramount, and seem'd 
Alone th* antagonist of heaven, nor less 
Than heii*s dread emperor, with pomp supreme, 510. 
And godlike imitated state. Hira i*ound 
A ^lobe of fiery semphim incltwM, 
With bright emblazonry, and horrent arms. 
Then, of their session ended, they bid cry 
With trumpets' regal sound the great result : 515 
Towards the four winds four speedy cheru9ira 
Put to their mouths the sounding alchymy, 
By heralds' voice explained : the hollow abyss 
Ele.u'd far and wide, and -all the host of hell 51U 

With deaPning shout retum'd them loud acclaim. 

Thence more at ease their minds, and somewhat 
rais'd 
By false presumptuous hope, the ranged powers 
Disl^and, and wandYing, each his several way 
Pursues, as inclination or sad choice 
Lfiads him perplex*a, where he ma^ hkeliest find 523 
Truce to his restless thoughts, and entertain 
The irksome hours, till his great chief return. 
Part on the plain, or in the air sublime 
Upon the wmg, or in swifl race contend. 
As at th* Olympian games, or Pythian fields : 530 
Part cu> ti their fiery steeds, or shun the eoal 
With rapid wheels, or fronted brigades form. 
As when, to wan) proud cities, war appears ' 
Wa^'d in the troubled sky, and armias nmh 
T'^ &atlle in. the clouds. ; hefbve each van 53Si 
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Prick forth the airy knights, and couch their speanr 

Till tliickcsc lcg;ions close ; with feats of amis 

Prom either end of heaven the welkin bunts. 

Othei-s, with vast Typhrean rage, more fell ! 

Rend up U>th rocks and hills, and ride the air 540 

[n whirlwind ; hell scarce holds the wild uproar* 

As when Alcidcs frcun CEchalia crownM 

With conquest, felt th' envenom'd robe, and lora 

Through pain up by the roots Thessalian pines ; 

And Lichas from the top of CEta threw 546 

fnto th' Euboic Sea. Others, more mildj 

Retreated in a silent valley, sing 

Wiih notes nngeiical to many a harp 

Their own heroic deeas and hapless fall 

By doom of battle : and complain that fate 550 

Free virtue should enthrall to force or chance. 

Their song was partial ; but the harmony 

(What could it less when spirits immortal sing !) 

Suspended hell, and took with ravishment 

The thronging audiimce. In discowsc more sweet, 

(For eUxiuence tiie soul, son§ charms tlie sense,) 5ii6 

O^^hers apart sat on a hill rctir'd, 

1^ thoughts more elevate, and reason^ high, 

Of provi^nce, foreknowledge, will, and fate , 

Pix'd fate, free will, foreknowledge absolute; 560 

And found no end, in wand'ring mazes losu 

Of good and evil much they ai-gucd then. 

Of happiness, and final misery, 

Passicm, and apathy, and glory, and shame* 

Vain wisdim) all, and false philosophy ; 965 

Yet with a pleasing sorcery, could charm 

Pain for a while, or angnLsn ; and excite 

Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdurate breast 

With stubborn patience, as with triple steeL 

Another part, in ^luadroos and ^oss bandit, 57f> 

On bold adventure to discover wide 

That dismal world (if any clime perhaps 

Might yield them easier habitation) bend 

Four ways tlieir flying march, along the banks 

Of four infernal rivers, thai disgorge ^75 

Into the burning lake their balaul streami • 

Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate; 

Sad Acheron, of sorrow ; black and deep< 

Cocytus, nam^d of lamentation loud 

Heard '^n the rueful dtraam : fierce Phlei^thon 580 
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Whose waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. 
Par off from these, a slow and silent stream, 
Lethe, the river of oblivion, rolls 
Her wat'ry labyrinth? whereof who drinks, 
Forthwith his former state and Il)eing forgets ; 5d5 
Forgets both Joy and grief, pleasure and pain. 
Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
Lias dark and wild ; beat with perpetual storms 
Of whirlwind, and dire hail ; wliich on firm land 
Thaws nov, but ga'hers heap, and ruin seems 590 
Of ancient jiile : ail else, deep snow and ice : 
A gulf profr>und ! as that Serbonian bog 
Betwixt Damiaui, and mount Casius old, 
Where armies whole have sunk : the parching air- 
Burns fi'orc, and cold performs the effect of fire. 595 
Thither, by harpy-footed furies haPd, 
At certain revolutions, all the damn'd 
Are brought ; anu feel by turns the bitter change 
Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce ; 
Prom beds of raging fire to starve in ice 600 

Their sofl ethereal warmth, and there to pine 
[mmoveable, infixed, and frozen round, 
Periods of time ; thence humed back to fire. 
They ferry over this Lethean sound 
Both to and fino, their sorrow to augment, 605 

And wish, and struggle as tney pass to reach 
The tempting stream, with one small drop to looe 
(n swcttt forgetfVilness all pain and woe, 
All in one moment, and so near the brink : 
But fate withstands, and to oppose th* attempt 610 
Medusa, with Gorgonian terror, guards 
The ford, and of itself the water flies 
Ail taste of living wight ; as once it fled 
The lip of Tantalns. Thus roving on, 
In coniiis'd march foHorn, th* adventurous bands, 615 
With shudd'rin^ horror pale, and ey«?8 aghast. 
View'd first their lamentable lot, and round 
So rest : through many a dark and dreary yate 
They pass'd, and many a region dolorous ; 
0*er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp ; 620 ' 

Rocks, caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, and shades of 

death ; 
A universe of death f which G^od by curse 
Created evil ; for evil only good, 
Where «U lifi» dieS| ileath lives, «nd nature breeds • > 

6 
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Perrerae, all morulrous, all prodigious thuiffs, 6i » 
Abominable, unutterable ; and worse 
Than fables yet have feign'd, or fear conceiv'd, 
Gorgons, and Hydras, and Chimeras dire. 

Meanwhile the adversary of God and man, 
Satnn, with thou^^hts inflam'd of highest desien, 630 
Puts on swifl wings, and towards the gates of hell 
Explores his solitary flight : sometimes 
He scoura the ri£:ht-hand coast, sonetimes the left: 
Now shaves with level wing the deep; then soars 
Up lo the fiery cfHicave tow'ring hign. 63b 

As when for off at sea a fleet descry'd. 
Hangs in the clouds, by equinoctial winds 
Close sailing from Bengala, or the isles 
Of Ternate,And Tidore, whence mercnants bring 
Their spicy drugs : they on (he trading flood 640 
Through tne wide Ethiopian to the Cape • 
Ply, stemming nightly ioward the Pole : so seem*d 
Far off the flying fiend. At last appear 
Hell bounds, high-reaching to the horrid roof; 
And thrice threefold the gates; three. folds wen* 
brasfly 64> 

Three iron, three of adomanUneYock; 
Impenetrable, impaPd with circling fire. 
Yet uncionsum'd. Before the gates there sat 
On either side a formidable shape ; 
The one seem'd woman to the waist, and fair : 65^ 
But ended fool in many a scaly fold. 
Voluminous and vast I a serpent armM 
With mortal sting ; about her middle round 
A cry of hell-hounds never censing bark'd 
With wide Cerberian moutlis full loud, and rung 63.') 
A hideous peal : yet, when they list, would creepy 
If ouffht disturb^ their noise, into her womb, 
And Ke;inel there; yet there still bark'd, and ho^N 
Within, unseen. Far less abhorred than these 
VexM Seylla, bathing in the sea that parts €6t 

Calabria from the hoarse Trinacrian shore ; 
Non uglier follow the night*ha^, when called 
In secrpt, riding through the air she comes, 
LurM with the smell of infant-blood, to dance 
WitI) Lapland witches, while the laboring moon 665 
Eclipses at their charms. The other shape 
(If anape it might be call'd. tliai ahape had none 
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Distinguishable in member, joint, ur limb; 

Or substant:^ might be calPd thut shadow seon'd. 

For each seem*d either :) black it stood as night, 670 

Fierce as ten furies, terrible as hell, 

And shook a dreadfUl dart : what seem'd his head« 

The likeness of a kingly crown hod on. 

Satan was now at hand, and from his seat 

The monster moving, onward came as fast 675 

With horrid strides: hell trembled as bestrode, • 

Th' undaunted fiend what this might be admir'd ; 

Adn#r»d, not fear'd ; God and his Son except,. 

Created thing nought valued he, nor- shunned }■ 

And with disdainful look thus first began : 680 

** Whence, and what art thou! execrable shape! 
That dar^st, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy miscreated front athwart my way 
To yonder gates 7 through them I mean to pass, 
That be assured, without leave or ask of thee* 685 
Retire, or taste thy folly, and learn by proof. 
Hell-born! not to contend with spirits of heaven."^. 

To whom the goblin full of wrath reply'd : 
"Art thou that traitor-angel, art thou he, 
Who first broke peace inneaven, and faith, till theft 
Unbroken ; and m proud rebellious arms 681 

Drew after him the third part of heaven's sons. 
Conjured against the Highest; for which both thou 
Ana they, outcast from God, are here condem'd 
To waste eternal days in wo and pain 7 695 

And rcckon*8t thou thyself with spirits of heaven, 
Hell-doomM ! and breath'st defiance here and soorh. 
Where I reign king, and to enrage thee more. 
Thy king, and lord 7 Back to thy punishment. 
False fugitive I and to thy speed add wings;. . 700 
Lest with a whip of scorpions I pursue 
Thy lingering ; or with one stroKe of this dart 
Strange norror seize thee, and pangs unfelt before.** 

So spake the grisly terror, and in shape 
(So speaking, and so thi-eat'ning) grew tenfold 705 
More dreadful and deform. On th' other side, 
Cncens'd with indignation, Satan stood 
(Jnterrify'a ; and like a comet burn'd, 
That fires the length of Ophiucus huge 
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In th' arctic sky, apd from hi 3 horrid hair 7K) 

SbaKes pestilencu and war. Each at liie head 
Levell'd his deadly aim; their fatal, hands 
No second stroke intend : and such a frown 
EUich cast at th' otlier, as when two black clouds 
With heaven's artil'ry fraught, come rattling uu 715 
Over the Caspian ; then stand front to front* 
Hov'ring a s{)ace, till winds the signal blow 
To join their dark encounter in raid-air : 
So irown'd the mighty combatants, that liell 
Grew darker at their frown: so matched th.cy ctood ; 
For never but once naore was either like 721 

To meet so great a foe. And now greaX deeds 
Had been acliiev'd, whereof all hell had rung, 
Had not the snaky sorceress that sat 
Fast by heil-^ate, and kept the fatal key, , 725 

Risen, and with hideous outcry cush'd between. 

<^ O father ! what intends Uiy hand," she cry'd^ 
*< Against thy only son ? Wjiial furv, O soi^ 
Possesses thee to bend Uiat liuMrtal dart 
Against thy father's head 7 and knowest for whom ; 
For him who sits above, and laughs the while 731 
At thee, oidain'd his drudge, to execute 
Whate'er.his wrath, which he calls justice, bids ; 
His wrath, which one day will destroy ye both !" 

She spake, and at her words the hellish pest 735 
Forbore s then these to her Satan return'd ; . 

** So strange thy outcry, and thy words so strange 
.Thou interposest, that my sudden hand 
Prevented, spares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends ; till first I know of thee, 740 

What thing thou art, thus double-form'd. ; and why 
In this infernal vale first met, thou callst 
Me father, and that phantom jall'st my son : 
I know thee not, nor ever saw till now 
Sight more detestable than him and thee." 745 

T* whom thus the portress of hell<gate reply'd ; 
•*Hast thou forgot me tl.en, and do I seem 
Now in thine eye-'so foul ? once deem'd so fair 
In heaven ! wiien at th' assembly, and in sight 
(^atl the seraphim, with thee combin'd 
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[n bold pons'j'mcy against heaven's King, 
All on a sudden miserable pain 
Surprised thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy swam 
In darkness ; while thy head flames thick and fast 
Threw foi h ; till on tiie ieO. side opening wide, 755 
Likest to thee in shape, and countenance bright, 
Then shining heavenly fair, a goddess armM, 
Out of thy head I sprung: amazement seized 
All th* hos^ of heaven ; back they recoitd, afraid 
At first, ind cailM me Sin ; and for a sign 76i^ 

Portenteous held me : but familiar grown, 
1 pleas'd, and with attractive graces won 
Tne most averse, thee chiefly, who full oft 
(Thyself in me thy peiiect image viewing) 
Eiecam'st enan^our'd, and such joy thou t<K>k'st 765. 
With me in secret, that ray- womDconceivM 
A growing burden. Meanwhile war arose, 
And flelds were fought in heaven ; wherein rem&in'd 
( Por what could else ?) to our almighty foe 
i Jlear victory : to our part loss, and rout, 770 

Through all tne empyrean ; down they fell, 
Hriven headlong from the piWh of heave|i)'down. 
Into this de^p ; and in the general fall 
L also : at which time this powerful key 
Into my hand was given, with charge to keep 773 
These gates for ever shut, which none can pass 
Without my opening* Pensive here I sat 
Alone, but long 1 sat not, till my womb 
Pregnant by thee, and now excessive grown, 
Prodigious motion felt, and rueful throes ! 78!> 

At last this odious offspring whom thou seest, 
Thme own liegotr^n, breaking violent way 
Tore through my entrails ; that with fear and pain 
Distorterl, all my nether shape thus grew 
Transformed. But he, my inbred enemy 785 

Porth-tssu'd, brandishing his fatal dart 
Made to destroy: I fled, Tpmd cry'd out, Detdkf 
Hell trembled at the hideous name, and sighed 
Prom all her caves, and back resounded. Death ! 
I fled, but he pursu'd (though more, it seems, 79U 
Inflamed with lust than rage) and, swifter far 
Me overtook, his mother, all dismay'd : 
And in embraces forcible, and foul, 
Engendering with me, of that rape begot 
These yelling monsters ; that with eeasekss ciy 79S 

5* 
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Surround me, as thou saw^st ; hourly conoeiv'd, 

And hourly lK)rn, with sorrow infinite 

To me! For, when they list, into the womb 

That bred tliem they return ; and howl, and gnaw . 

My bowels, their repast : then bursting forth, 800 

Airesh with conscious terrors vex me round, 

That rest or intermission none 1 find. 

Before mine eyes in opposition sits 

Grim Death, my son and foe : who sets them on, 

And me his parent would full soon devour 801 

For want of other prey, but that he knows 

His end with mine involvM : and kiiows that I 

Should prove a bitter morsel, and his bane 

Whenever that shall be ; so Fate pronounc'd. 

But thou, O father ! I forewarn thee, shim 6l(t 

His deadly arrow ; neither vainly hope 

To be invulnerable in those bright arms, 

Thouch tempered heavenly ; for that mortal dint, 

Save he who reigns above, none can resist !" 

She finished, and the subtle fiend his lore 815 

Soon learu^d^ now milder, and thus answerM smooth : 

^ Dear daughter I since thou claim'st me for thy sire, 
And my fair son here show'stme (the dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in heaven, and joys 
Then sweet, now sad to mention, thro' dire change 
Befall(>.n us, unforeseen, untliought of!) know 821 
I come no enemy, but to set free 
From out this dark and dismal house of pain. 
Both him and thee, and all the heavenly nost 
Of spirits that (in our just pretences arm'd,) 825 
Fell with us from on high : from them I eo 
This uncouth errand sole ; and one for aU 
Myself expose, with lonely steps to tread 
Th' unsounded deep, and through the void imirenae 
To seardi with wand'ring quest a place foretold 830 
Should be, and, by concurring signs, ere-now 
Creutied, vast and round ; & place of bliss 
In the purlieus of heaven, and herein plac'd 
A race of upstart creatures, to supply 
Perhaps our vacant room ; though more removHi, 
Lest heaven Rurch^rgM with potent multitude '82A 
Might hap to move new Woils Be this, or ot%ht 
Tbaii tkis moie secret, now designed, 1 hnsie t 
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T*^ know ; and this once known, shall soon return, 
And brin^' ye to the place where thou, and Death, - 
Shall dwell at ease, and up and down unseen 84 1 
Wing silently the buxom air, embalmed 
With odours : there ye shall be fed, and filled 
(inmeasurably, all things shall be your prey.'' 

He ceas'd, for both scem*d highly pleasM. and E>eath 
GrinnM horrible a shastly smile, to heai- 846 

Elia famine should be fillM ; and bless'd his vc\a.w 
Destin'd to that good hour ; nu less rejoicM 
His mother had, and thus bespake her sire x 

" The key of this infernal pit by due, 860 

And by command of heaven's nil-powerful King, 
I. keep ; by him forbidden to unlock 
These adamantine gates ; against all force 
Death ready stands to interpose his dart, 
Fearless to be o'ermatch'd by living mighL > 856 
But what I owe to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thrust me down 
Into this fflopm of Tartarus profound, 
Ta sit in hateful office here confin'd, 
(nhabitant, of heaven, and heavenly-bom, « 860 
Here in perpetual a^ny and pain. 
With terrors, and with clamours compass'd rooml, 
Of mifie own brood, that on my bowels feed 7 
Thou &rt my fatlier, thou my author, thou 
My being gav'st me ; whom should I obey 86d 

But thee ? whom follow ? thou wilt bring me soon 
To that new world, of light said bliss, amitng 
The gods who live at ease, where I shall reign 
At thy right hand voluptuous, as beseems 
Thy daughter, and thy darling, without end." 870 

Thus saying, from her side the fiaal key, 
Sad instrument of all our wo ! she took ; 
And towards the gate rolline ner bestial train, 
Forthwith the huge porticuuis high up^drew ; 
Which t>ut hetseif, not all the Stygian powers 875 
Gould oiipehave movM ; then in the key-hole turns • 
Th' intricate wards, and every bolt .and bar 
Qf massy iron, or solid rock, with ease 
Unfastens : on a sudden open fly, 
With impetuous recoil, and iarrug awui^ 880 
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rh* iriferiial doors, and on their hinges crate 
Barsh thunder, that tiie lowest bottom niook 
Of Erebus. She open*d, but to shut 
bJixcellM her power ; the gates wide open stood, 
That with extended wings a banner'd hosf 885 

iTnder spread ensigns marching, mi^U pass through 
With horse, and chariots, rankM in loose array, 
So wide they stood ! and like a furnace mouth, 
/ast forth redounding smoke, and ruddy flame. 
Before their eyes in sudden view appear 890 

The secrets of the hoary deep ; a dark 
I llimitable ocean, without hdund, • 
Without dimension; where length, breadth, and 

height, 
And time, and place are lost ; where eldest Night 
And Chaos, anrest'^r** of Nature, hold 895 

£temaJ <incj*cliy, amidst the noise 
Of endless wars, and by confusion stand ; 
For hot, cold, moist, and dry, four champions fierce, 
Strive here for mast'ry, ana to battle brmg 
Their embryon atoms ; they aroimd the flag 900 
Of each his faction, in their several clans, 
Light armM, or heavy,'8harp, smoothj ^wifl, xnr bIctw, 
$warm populous, unnumber'd as the sands 
Of Barca, or Cyrewc*s torrid soil, « 
Levif^ to side with warring winds and poise 90S 
Their lighter wings. To whom these most adhere, 
de rules a moment ; Chaos umpire sits, 
And by decision more embroils the fray, 
By which he reigns ; next him ht?h arbiter 
Chance governs -all. Into this wild abyss, 910 

(The womb of nature, and perhaps her grave,) 
Of neither sea, nor shore, nor air, ndr fire, 
But aU^these in iheir pregnant causes mix'd 
Confus'dly, and whicn thus must ever fijght, 

gJnless th* Atmiehty Maker them oltiain 9t5 

is dark materials to c{«ale more worlds,) 
Into this wild abyss the wary fiend 
Stood on the brink of hell, an<jl looked awhHe, ' 

PondVing his voyage ; (for no narrow frith 
He had to cross : ) nor was his ear less peai'd 9S0 
With noises loud, and ruinous, (to compare 
Great things with small,) than when Bellona 8tdhti% 
With all her batt'ring engines bent to raze 
Seme capital dtr ; or lees thflUi if (hie frame 
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V heaven were Tailing, and these elements 98ft 

ft*" * • **Hd from her axle lorn 
sjMi^^g' 9r«h. At last his sail- broad vans 
i Hftnn ">, ^*4fhT.. and m tne surging smoke 

Up ^fio «^'i 'M the ffTound -. thence many a league. 
As n; a .:ioi.w.y cnaji, ascending rides %'Mi 

Audaciouii, out Uiat seat soon failing, meets 
A vast vacuity : all unawares, 
F'lutt'ring his pennons vain, plump down he drops 
Ten thousand fathom deep : and to this hour 
Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 935 
The strong rebuffof some tmnultuoas cloud, 
Instinct with fire and nitre, hurried him 
As many miles aloft ; that fury stayVl, 
Q.iiench*d in a boggy Syrtis, neither sea, 
Nor good dry land, nigli founder*d on he fares, 940 
Treading the crude consistence, half on foot, 
Half ilymg ; behooves him now both oar and sail. 
As when a griffon, through tlie wilderness 
With winged course o*er nill, or moory dale, 
Pursues the Arimaspian, who by stealth 94ft 

Had from his wakeiul custody purloin 'd 
The guarded gold : so eagerly the fiend 
O'er Dog or steep, through strait, rough, dense or rare, 
With head, hands, w^ings, or feet, pursues his way ; 
And swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 9541 
At length a universal hubbub wild 
Of stunning sounds, and voices all confus'd. 
Borne through the hollow dark assaults liis ear 
With loudest vehemence : thither he plies, 
Undaunted to meet there whatever power, 955 

Or spirit, of the nethermost abyss, 
Might in that noise reside, of whom to ask 
Which way the nearest coast of darkness lies, 
Bordering on light : when strait beliold the throne 
Of Chaos, and his dark pavilion spread 9C0 

Wide on the wasteful deep : with him enthroned 
Sat sable-vested Night, eldest of things, 
The consort of his reign : and by them stood 
Orcus and Ades, and the drcailed name 
Of Demogorg;on : Rumour next, and Chance, 9tift 
And Tumulrj and Confusion all embroil*d. 
And Discord with a thousand various mouths. 
1?* whom Sntan turning boldly, thus : " Ye powers^ 
And spirits of this uethermosr aby.ts, 
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Chaos and ancient Night, I come no «py '^"t' 

With purpose to exphjre, or to disturb 

The secTf'ts of your realm ; but by constraint 

Wand'rinjT this darksome desart, as my way 

Lies throuafh your spacious empire up to light 

Alone, and without guide, half lost, 1 seeii y'/.'S 

What readiest path leads where your gloomy boumls 

C«iifine with heaven : or if some other place 

From your dominion won, th' etherial ting 

Possesses lately, thither to arrive 

I travel this profound ; direct m^ course ; 980 

Directed, no mean recompense it bring;s 

To your behoof: if I that region lost, 

All usurpation thence expellM, reduce 

To her original darkness, and your sway, 

(Which is my present journey,) and once more 9b5 

Erect the standard there of ancient Night ; 

Yours be th' advantage ail, mine the revenue !" 

Thus Satan •, and him thus the anarch old. 
With fauU'ring speech, and visage incompos'd, 
Answer'd : " I know thee stranger; who thou art,990 
That mighty leadin* angel, who of late 
Made head against heaven's King, tho' overthrown. 
I saw, and heard ; for such a numerous host 
Fled not in silence through the frighted deep> 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 995 

Confusion worse confounded : and heaven-gates 
Pour'd out by millions her victorious bands 
Pursuing. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep residence; if all I can will serve, 
That little which is lefl so to defend, 1000 

Encroached on still through our intestine broils, 
Weak'ning the sceptre of old Night : first hell. 
Your dungeon, stretching far and wide beneath : 
Now lately heaven and earth, another world 
Hun^ o'er my realm, link'd in a golden chain, 1005 
To that side heaven from whence your legions fell : 
If that way be your walk, you have not far ; 
So much the nearer danger ; go, and speed . 
Havoc, and spoil, and ruin are my gam." 

9 

He ceas'd, and Satan staid not to rcplj^. 1010 

But si id hat now the sea should find a stioroy 
Wit£ £ire&h alacrity, and force reaew*c^ 
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SprinsTs iipwa li, like a pyramid of fire, 
Inio the wild expanse ; and through the shock 
Of fighting elements, on all sides round 1015 

Environ'd, wins, his way ; harder beset, 
Aid more endanger'd, than wlien Argo passM 
Througli Bosphorus, beiwixt the justling rocks: 
Or when Ulysses on the larboard shunned 
Charybdis, and by th' other whirlpool steer'd. I02M 
So he with difficulty, and. labour hard 
Mov'd on ; with difficulty and labour he : 
But he once pass'd, soon after, when map fell, 
Strange alteration ! Sin, and Death, amain, 
Following his tract (such was the will of heaven ! ) . 
Pav'd after him a broad and beaten way 1026 

Over the dark abyss, whose boiling gulf 
Tamely endur'd a bridge of wondrous length, 
Prom hell continued, reaching th* utmost orb 
Of this frail world ; by whir^ the spirits perverse 
With easy intercourse pass to and fro, 1031 

I'o tempt or punish mortals, except whom 
God and good angels guard by special giace. 

But now at last the sacred influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of heaven 103A 
Shoots far mto the bosom of dim night 
A glimmering dawn : here Nature first begins 
Her &rthest verge, and Chaos to retire, 
As from her outmost works a broken foe. 
With tumult less, and with less hostile dm ; 10411 
That Satan with less toil, and now with ease, 
Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious ligiit ; 
And like a weather-beaten vessel holds 
Gladly the port, tliough shrouds and tackle torn : 
Or in the emptier waste, resembling air, 10 15 

Weighs his spread wings, at leisure to behold 
Par oflf th* empyreal heaven, extended wide 
In circuit undetermin'd square or round ; 
With opal towers and battlements adorn'd 
Of living saphire, (once his native scat ') ljp50 

And fast by, hanging in a golden chain, 
This pendent world, in bigness as a star 
Of smallest magnitude, close bv the mooiu 
Thither full fraught with miscnievous revenge^ 
Aocun*d and in a cursed hour, he hies. I05i 

END or BOOK SECONO. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Ood tUHng on his throne sees Satan flying towards thU 
worlds then newly created; sh&ios him to the Son who 
sat at his right hand ; foreteUs the success of Satan 
m perverting mankind : clears his own justice and 
wisdom from all impiUation, having created manfree, 
and able enough to have withstood his tempter ; yet 
declares his purpose of grace towards hiniy in regard 
he fell not of his own maliccy as did Satan, but by 
him seduced. The Son of God renders praises to his 
Father for the manifestation of Lis gracious purpose 
towards Man; but God again declares, that grace 
cannot be extended towards Man wUhottt thesatisfac^ 
Hon of divine justice ; Man hath offended the majesty 
of God hy aspiring to Godhead, and, therefore, with 
all his progeny devoted to death, must die, unless 
some one can be found sufficient to answer for his 
offence, and undergo his punUhment, The Son qf 
God freely offers himself a rajisom for Man • tlU 
Father acceptit him, ordains his incarnation, pro^ 
nounces his exaltation above aU names in heaven and 
earth ; commands all the angels to adore him ; they 
obey, and hymning to their harps in Jull choir, eefe- 
brate the Paiher and the ."^on. Meanwhile Satan 
mlights upon the bare convex of this world? s outermosi 
orb ; where wandering he first finds a place, since 
tidied the Limbo of Vanity ; what persons and things 
Hy up thither; tnence comes to the gate of heaven, 
described ascending by stairs, and the waters above the 
fbrmament that flow about it : his passage thence to the 
orb of the sun : he finds there Uriel, the regent of thai 
orb; bult first changes himself itUo the shape of u 
wumier angel; and pretending a tealous desire U 
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behold the new creation and Man whom G^d koA 
placed iherty inquires of him the place of kit hMUh 
(ton, and is directed; alights ^st on mount M- 
phates, « 



Hail holy Light, offsprings of heaven firsUboin. 

Or of th' eternal co-eternai beam ! 

May I express thee unblam*d 1 since God is light, 

And never but in an unapproached li^hl 

Dwill from eternity; dwelt then in thee, 5 

Bright effluence of bright essence increate! 

Or hearest thou rather pure etherecd stream. 

Whose fountain who shall tell ? Before the sun. 

Before tlie heavens thou wert, and at the voice 

Of God, as with a mantle, didst invest • 10 

The rising world of waters dark and deep, ' 

Won from the void and formless infinite. 

Thee I revisit now vnth bolder wing, 

Gscap'd the Stygian pool, though long detained 

In that obscure sojourn ; while in my flight 15 

Through utter and through middle darkness borne, 

With other notes than to th' Orphean lyre, 

I sunff of Chaos, and eternal Night ; 

Taught by the heavenly Muse to venture down 

The dark descent, and up to reascend, 20 

Thouffh hard, and rare ! Thee 1 revisit saffe, 

And feel thy sovereign vital lamp : but thou 

Revisit'st not these eyes, that roll in vain 

To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn; 

So thick a drop serene nath quench'd their orbai, 95 

Or dim suffusion veiPd ! Yet not the more 

Cease I to wander, where the Muses haunt 

Clear spring, or shady grove, or sunny hill, 

Smit with the love of sacred song : but chief 

Thee, Sjon, and the flowery brooks beneath, 90 

That wash thy hallowed feet, and warbling flour, 

Nightly I visit : nor sometimes forp^et 

Those other two equalPd «vith me in fate, 

(So were I equallM with them in renown I) 

Blind Thamyris, and Wind Maponides : 35 

And Tiresias and Phineus, prophets old. 

Then feed on thoughts, that vomntaty move 

Barmonious numbers ; as the wakeful biitl « 
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tings <lark?ing, and in shadiest covert hid 

Tunes her nocturnal note. Thus with the year 40 

Seasons return ; but wa to mc returns 

Day, or the sweet approach of even or morn, 

Or sight of vernal bloom, or summer's rose, 

Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine : 

But cloud instead, and ever-uuring dark 45 

Surrounds me ! from the cheerful ways of men 

Cut off; and for the book of knowledge fair, 

Presented with a universal blank 

Of nature's works,'ito me expung'd and raz'd, 

And wisdom at one entrance quite shut out ! 50 

So much the rather thou, celestial Light ! 

Shine inward, and the mind throujs^h all her powers 

Irradiate ; there plant eyes ; all mist from thence 

Purge and disperse ; that I may see and tell 

Of thmgs invisible to mortal sight. 55 

Now had the Almighty Father from ^bove, 
(Prom the pure empyrean wheie he sits 
High thron'd above all hei^ht^) bent down his eye, 
His own works and their works at once to view : 
About him all the sanctities of heaven 60 

Stood thick as stars, and from his si^t received 
Beatitude past utterance : on hid right 
The radiant ima^ of his glory sat, 
Hjs only Son. On earth he iirst beheld 
Our two first parents (yet thq only two 65 

Of mankind) in the happy garden plac'dg 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love ; 
Uninterrupted joy, unrivalPd love, 
In blissful solitude. He then survey*d 
Hell, and the gulf between, and Satan there 70 

Coasting the wall of heaven on this side night, 
[n the dun air sublime ; and ready now 
To stoop witli wearied wings, and willing feet. 
On the bare outside of this world, that seem'd 
Firm land imbosom^d without firmament j 75 

Uncertain whichj in ocean, or in air. 
Him God beholding from his prospect high, 
W^herein past, present, future he oeholds, 
Thus to his only Son foreseeing spake : 

>. 

" Only begotten Son ! seest thou what rag« 80 
I'ransports our adiiemry, whom po bounds 
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ProBcrib'd, no bars of hell, nor til the chains 

Beap*d on him there, nor yet the main abyss 

Wide-interrupt, can hold ? So bent he seems 

On des^rate revenue, that shall redound 85 

Dpon his own rebellious head. And now 

Tnroug^h all restraint broke loose, he wings his way 

N'ot far off* heaven, in the precincts of light, 

Directly towards the new-created world, . 

A.nd man there plac'd j witli purpose to assay 90 

If him by force he ca.n destroy, or worse. 

By some false guile pervert : and shall pervert j 

For man will hearken to his glozing lies, • 

And easily transgress the sole command, 

Sole pledge of his obedience : so will fall, 95 

He, and his faithless progeny. Whose fault ? 

Whose but his own ? In^rate ! he had of me 

All he could have : I made him just and right ; 

Sufficient to have stood, though free to fall. 

Such I created ail th* ethereal powers, * 100 

And spirits, both them who stood, and them who failed* 

Freely they stood who stood, and fell who fell. 

Not free, what proof could they have given sincere 

Of true allegiance, constant faith, or love. 

Where only what they needs must do, appeared ; 105 

Not, what they would? What praise could they 

receive ? 
What pleasure I from such obedience paid. 
When will and reason (reason also is choice) 
Useless and vain, of freedom both despoil'd, 
Made passive both, had servM necessity, 110 

Not me ? They therefore, as to right belonged, 
So were created, nor can justly accuse 
Their Maker^ or their making, or their fate ; 
As if predestination over-ruPd 
Their will, disposM by alisolute decree, 115 

Or high foreknowledge. They themselvef decreed 
Their own revolt, not, I: if I foraknew. 
Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault, 
Whi 2h had no less prov'd certain unforeknovm. 
So without least impulse, or shadow of fa|[p, IfO 
Or ought by me immutably foreseen, 
They trespass ; authors to themselves in all. 
Both what they judge, and what they choose ; for so 
[ form'd them free, and free they must remain, 
Till they enthral themselves: 1 else must change 
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Their natufe, and revoke the high decree laM> 

Unchangeable, eternal, which crdain*d 

Their freedoi i : they themselyes ordainM iheir fall. 

The first sort by their own su^^estion fell, 

Self- tempted, self-deprav'd : man falls, dec* iv*cl, 1S6 

By th' other ^M : man, therefoi-e, sluiil find a:race, 

liie other none. In mercy, and justice both, 

Through heaven and eartn, so shall my glory excel 

B it mercy, first and last, shall brightest shine." 

Thus while God spake, ambrosial fragrance fill'd 
All heaven, and in the blessed spirits elect 136 

Sense of new joy ineffable diffused. 
Beycvid compare the Son ot God was seen 
Most glorious ; in him all his Father shone 
Substantially expressed ; and in his face 140 

Divine compassion visibly appeared, 
Love without end, and without measure erace ; 
Which uttering, thus he to his father spake ; 

" O Father ! gracious was tliat word which clos'd 
Thy sovereign sentence, that man should find grace 
For which wth heaven and earth shall high extol 
Thy praises, with th' innumerable sound 147 

Of hymns and sacred songs, wherewith thy throne 
Encompassed shall resound thee ever bless'd. 
For should man finally be lost, should man 150 

Thy creature late so IbvM, thy youngest son, 
Fall circiun vented thus by fraud, though JoinM 
With his own folly ? That be from thee far, 
That far be from thee, Father, who art judge 
Of all things made, and iudgest only right. J5i» 

Or shall the adversary thus obtain 
His end, and frustrate thine ? shall he fulfil 
His malice, and thy goodness bring to nought ; 
Or .proud return, though to his heavier doom. 
Yet, with revenge accomplished, and to hell 160 

Draw after him the whole race of mankind, 
Bv him corrupted ? Or wilt ihou thyself 
A\)olisn tbm creation, and unmake. 
For him, wnat for thy glory thou hast made ? 
So should thy goodness and thy greatness, both 105 
Be questioned, and blasphemed without defence." 

To whom the ^reat Creator thus replied f 
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*' O Son, in whom^y soul hath chief delight, 
Son of my bosom, ISon who art alone 
My word, my\frisdom, and effectual might! 170 
All host thou spoken as my thoughts are, all 
A 9 my eternal purpose hath decreed. 
Man shall not quite be lost, but sav'd who will 
Yet not of will in him, but grace in me 
Treely TouchsaPd : once more I will- renew 17* 
His lapsed powers, though forfeit, and inihrall'd 
By sin to foul exorbitant desires : 
Upheld by me, y«tt once more he shall stand 
On even ground against his mortal foe : 
By me upheld, that he may know how frail 180 

His fallen condition is, and to me owe 
AH his deliverance, and to none but me. 
Some I have chosen of peculiar grace 
^lect above the rest : so is my will . 
' The rest shall hear me call, and ofl be waraM 185 
' Their sinful state, and to appease betimes 
' Th' incensed Deity, while oner'd grace 
Invites: fur I will clear their senses dark, 
What may suffice, and sotlen stony hearts 
To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 190 

To prayer, repentance, and obedience due, 
Though but endeavour'd with sincere intent, 
Mine ear shall not be slow, mine eye not shut'; 
And I will place within them as a euide 
My umpire Conscience ; whom if they will heaTj 19^ 
Light atler light well us'd they shall attain. 
And to the end persisting, safe arrive. 
This my long sufferance, and my day of grace, 
They who neglect and scorn shall never taste ; 
But nard be harden*d, blind he blinded more, SOO 
That they may stumble on, and deeper fall ; 
And none but such from mercy I exclude. 
But yet all is not done ; Man disobeying, 
Disloyal breaks his fealty, and sins 
Against the high supremacy Of heaven, 906 

Affecting Godhead, and so lofting all. 
To expiate his treason hath nought left. 
But to destruction, sacred and devote, 
He with nis whole posterity must die ; 
Die he or justice must ; unless for him StO 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 
TIm rigid satisfaction, death tor lieailu 

6« 
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Say, hearenly powers, where shall we fitid such love I 
Which of ye will be mortal to redeem 
Man's mortal crime, and just, th' unjiMt to save 1 
Dwells in all heaven chanty so dear ?'' 3]C 

He a^kM, but all the heavenly choir stood mut^, 
And silence was in heaven : on man's behalf 
Patron or intercessor none appear'd ; 
Much, less that durst upon hu^own bead draw 280 
The deadly furfeitur^, and ransom set. 
And now« without redemption, all mankind 
Must have been lost, adjudged to death and hell 
By doom severe, had not the Son of God, 
In whom the fulness dwells of Icve divine, 829 

His dearest mediation thus renewM : 

. ** Father, thy word is pass'd ; man shall find grace 

AjmI shall irrace not find means, that finds her way, 

The speediest of thy winged messengerii 

To visit all thy creatures, and to all 33^- 

Comes unpi-evenied, unimplor'd, unsought ? 

Happy f<5r mayi, so. coming ! he her aid 

Can never seek, once dead in sins and lost ; 

Atonement, for himself, or oflfering meet, 

(Indebted j and undone !) hath none to bring. 835 

Behold me then ! me for him, life for life 

I offer ; on me let thine anger fail ; 

Account me man : I for his sake will leave 

Thy bosoni, and this glory next to thee 

Freely put off, and for him lastly die 240 

Well pleaid d : on me let death wreak all his ragr . 

Cinder his gloomy power I shall not long . 

Lie vanquish^ ; thou hasi given me to possess 

Life in myself for ever ; by thee I live. 

Though linw to death I yield, and am his due d'ld 

All that 01 tne can die ; yet that debt paid, < 

Thou wilt riot leave me m the loathsome giAve 

His prey, nor suffer my unspotted soul 

For ever with corruption there to dwell ; 

But I shaM rise victorious, and subdue 250 

My vantjuisher, spoiPd of his vaunted spoil ; 

Death his death*s wound shall then receive, and stoopi 

Inglorious, of his mortal stin^ disarmed. 

I mrough the ample air in triumph high 

Shall lead hell captive maugre heU f and show 858 



The powers oC tiarkness bound. TKoii at the siftkt 
Pleas'd, out of heaven shalt look down and emiie ^ 
While by thee rais'd I ruin all my foes, 
* Death last, and with iiis carcass glut the graves : 
Then, with the miJiitude of my redeemed, 26\i 

Shall enter heaven, long absent, and return, 
Pather ! to see thy faoe, wherein no cloud 
Of anger si tall remain ; but peace assur*d 
And reconcilement : wrath shall be no more 
Thencefortii, but in thy presence joy entii'e.'^ 204 

His words here ended, but his meek aspect 
Bili'.nt yei sp ike, and breath'd immortal love 
To mortal ncn, above which only shone 
Filial obedience : as a sacrifice. 
Glad to be offer'd, he attends the will 270 

Of his great Padier. Admiration seized 
All heaven, what this might mean,euid yhlther tend. 
Wondering; but soon th* Almighty tliufc replied * 

» 

** O thou, in heaven .-uid earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrath ! O thou, ^7 it 
My sole complacence ! well thou know'st how dear 
To me are all my works, nor man tlie least, 
Though Last created ; that for him I spare 
Thee from my bosom and right hand, to save, 
Bv loosing thee a while, the whole race lost. 280 
Thou, therefore, whom thou only canst redeem, 
Their nature also to thy nature join, 
And be thyself man among meti on earth. 
Made flesh, when lime shall be, o{ virgin seed, 
&r wondrous birth : be thou in Adani's room, . 285 
The head of all mankind, though Adam's son. 
As in him perish all men, so in thee. 
As from a second roo% shall be restored 
As many as are restored, without thee none. t 

(lis crime makes guilty all his sons ; Uiy merit S90 
Imputed shall absolve them who renounce 
Their own both righteous and unrighteous deeds, 
And live m thee transplanted, and from thee 
Receive new life. So naau, aa is most just. 
Shall satisfy for man, be jud^d, and die, 295 . 

And dying rise, and rising vnthhim raise 
H*» brethren, ransom'd with his own dear life. 
So hdavenly knre shaU outdo hellish hato. 
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QiTing to death, and dytne to redeem, 

So dearly to redeem what hetUsh hate SOO 

So easily destroyed, and still destroys, 

In those who, when they may accept not grace. 

Nor shalt thon, by descending to assume 

Man's nature, |essen or degrade thine own. 

Because thou hast, though thron'd in highest bliss JM 

Equal to God, and equally enjoying 

Godlike fruition, quitted all to save 

A world from utter loss, and hast been found 

By merit more than birthright Son of God, 

Found worthiest to be so by being good, SZO 

Far more than great or high ; because in thee 

Lore hath abounded more than gloi-T abounds ; 

Therefore thy humiliation shall exalt 

With thee thy manhood atso to this throne * 

Here shalt thou sit incarnate, here shalt reign 315 

Both God and Man, Son both of God and Man, 

Anointed Uniyersal King ; all power 

I give thee ; reign for ever, and atisume 

Thy merits : uiKler thee, a» head supreme. 

Thrones, princedoms, powers, ciominions, 1 reduce , 

All knees to thee shall oow, of them that bide 3Gftl 

In heaven, or earth, or under earth ia helk 

Wlien thou, attended gioriously frum heaven, 

Shalt in the sky appear, and from ihee send 

The surnnTfOning archangels lo proclaim 32d 

Thy dread tribunal : forthwith from alt winds 

The Hvirg, and forthwith the cited dead 

Of all past ages to the general fkKtm 

Shall hasten, such a peal shall n>uflQ their sleep; 

Then, all thy sajnts assefiihlnd, tiuiu shalt judge 330 

Bad men and angels ; ther arraigned sliall sink 

Beneath thy sentence; heU (her numbers full 

Thenceforth shall be for evershnt. Meanwhile 

The world shall burn, and fron^. her ashes spring 

rCew heaven and earth, wherein the jusi shaU dweff ; 

And, after all their tribulations hntg, *sdS 

See ffolden days, fruitful of golden deoils, 

With joy and love tiiHrophing, and fair truth: 

Then thou thy regal sr«ptrc shalt lay by, 

For regal scepire then no more shall need ; MJ 

God shall be all in all. But all ye gods, 

Adore hrm, who to compass all this dies ; 

Adore the Son, aiid honour him aa me !** 
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No soonei Had th* Almighty ceasM, but all 
The multitude of angels, with a shout 345 

Loud as from numbers without number, sweet, 
As from biess'd voices uttering joy, lieav«n rung 
With jubilee, and loud hosannas filVd 
Th' eternal regions. Lowly reverent' 
Towards either throne they bow, and to the grojnd 
With solemn adoration down they cast 351 

Their crowns, inwove with amarantit and gold ; 
Immortal amaranth ! a flower which once 
In Paradise, fast by the tre^ of life, 
Began to bloom ; but soon for man's oiTenoe 36ft 

To \ eaven removed, where first it grew, there growfl, 
And flowers aloft, shading the fount of lite ; 
And where the river of bhss thro' midst of heaven 
Rolls o'er Elysian flowers her amber stream : 
With these, that never fade, the spirits elect 360 
Bind their resplendent locks, inwreath'd with beams , 
Now in loose garlands thick thrown off, the bright 
Pavement, that like a sea of jasper- shone, 
fmpurpled with celestial roses smil'd. 
Then erown'd again, their golden harps they took, 
Harps ever lun'd, that, glittering- by tneir side, 3C6 
Like quivers hung, and with preamble sweet 
Of charming symphony they mtroduce i 
Their sacred song, and waken raptures high ; 
No voice exempt ; no voice but well could join 370 
Melodious part, such eoncord is in heaven. 

*' Thee, Father,'' frat they sung, *' omnipotent, 
Immutable, immortul, infinite. 
Eternal Kin^ ; thee, Author of all being. 
Fountain of Tight, thyself invisible 375 

Amidst the*glorious brightness where thou sitt'st 
Thron'd inaccessible, but when thou shad'st 
The full blaze of thy beams, and through a cloud, 
Prawn round about thee like a radiant shrine. 
Dark with excessive bright, thy skirts appear, 380 
Yet dazzle heaven, that brightest seraphim 
Approach not, but w*'h both wings veil their eyes.*^ . 
^ rhee,'^ next they saii«r, "of all creation first. 
Begotten Son, divme similitude ! 
In whose conspicuous count'nance, without cloud 385 
Made visible, th' almighty Father shines. 
Whom else no creature con behold : on thee 
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Impress'd, tb' efltilgence of his ^lory abi«les« 

Transfus*d on thee his ample SfMiit rests. 

He heaven of heavens, and aH the powers theiein. 

By thee created, and by thee chrew'down 391 

1%' aspiring dominations ; thoa that day 

Thy Father's dreadfiil thunder did not spare. 

Nor stop the flaming* chariot-wheels, that shook 

Heaven's everlasting frame, while o'er the neeks 3i^S 

Tkou drov'st warring angels disarray'd. 

Back from pursuit thy powers with k>ud acclaim 

Thee only cxiol'd, Son of thy Father's mighty 

To execute fierce vengeance on his foes. 

Not so on man : him thro' their malice fallen, 400 

Father of mercy and grace f thou didst not doom 

So strictly, but much more to pity incline ; 

No sooner did thy dear and only Son 

Perceive thee purposed not to doom frajf man 

So strictly, but much more to pity incli^ie, 40fr 

He, to appease thy wrath, ana end the strife 

Of mercy and justice in thy face disceni'd, 

Regardless of the bliss wherein he sat 

Second to thee, offer'd himself to die 

For man*s offence. O unexampled k)ve^ 410 

Love no where to be found less than divittc t 

Hail, Son orQodj Saviour oi n>en * Thy name 

Shall be the copious matter of my song 

Henceforth, and never shall my harp thy praise 

Forget, nor from thy Father's pr^jse disjoin/' 415 

Thus they in heaven, above the starry sphere^ 
Their happy hours in joy ami hymning spent. 
Meanwhile upon the firm opacous glol)e 
Of this round world, whose first convex divides 
The himinous inferior orbs, enclos'd 420 

From Chaos, and th* inroad of darkness old, 
Satan alighted walks. A globe far off 
It seem'd, now seems a boundless continent. 
Dark, waste, and wild, under the frown of nigh 
Starless expos'd, and ever-th»*eat*r>it»p storms 425 
Of Chaos blust'ring round, inclement sky , 
Save on that side from which the wall of hcsven, 
Though distant far, some small reflection gams 
Ot ^limmerinor air, lejw vex'd xvith temj>e9t Imidt 
Here waik'd the fiend at (aigc in ftpacioustieid.^ 43R 
As when a Tulture, on imaiw bred. 
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Whoee snowy ri<igo tRe roving Tartar boandfl, 

Dislodging from a region scarce of prey, 

To gorge Uie flesh of lambs, or yeanling kids 

Or hills vhere flocks are fed, flies tow'iSs the spnngt 

Of Granges, or Hydaspea, Indian streams ; 4^6 

But in his way lights on the barren plains 

Of Sei icana, where Chineses drive 

With sails of wind their c&ny wagons light r 

So on this windy sea of land, the fiend ^40 

Walked «p and down alone, bent on his prey ; 

Alone, for other creature in this place. 

Living or lifeless, to be found was none ; 

None yet ; but store hereafter from the earth 

Up hither like aerial vapours flew, 44i 

Of all things transitory and vain, when sin 

With Minity had fiird the works of men : 

Both ail things vain, and all who in vain things 

Built their fond hopes of glory or lasting fame, 

Or happiness in this or th' otner life r 460 

All wno have their reward on «arth, the fruits 

Of painful superatition and blind zeal, 

Nought seeking but the praise of men, here find 

Fit retribution, empty as their deeds : 

Ail th* unacoomplishM works of nature's hand, 445 

Abortive, monstrous, or unkindly mix'd, 

Dissolved on earth, ^^t hither, and in vain, 

Till final dissolution, wander here: 

Not in the neighboring moon, as some have dream'd{ 

Those argent fields more likely habitants, 460 

Translated saints or middle spirits hold. 

Betwixt the an^lical and human kind. 

Hither, of ill-pmM sons and daughters born, 

First from the ancient world those giants came, 

With many a vain exploit, though then renowned ' 

The builders next of Babel on tm plain 466 

Of Sennaar, and still with vain design 

Now Babels, had they wherewithal, would build : 

0(H«rs came single ; ne who, to bo deem'd 

A g84y leaped fondly into Etna's flames, 

Gmp^dot*les ^ and he who, to enjoy 

Plato's Elysium, leap'd into the sea, 

Cleombrotus , and many more too long, 

Gmbryos, and idiots, eremites, and firiara^ 

White, black, and grey, with all their tnunpery 

Here pilgrims roam, that stray'd so iar to mtk 
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In Golgotha Tiim dearl, who H%es in heaven ; 

And they who, to be suk of Paradise, 

Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, 

Or in Franciscan think to pass disguisHi) 48f 

They pas9 the planets seTen, and pass the ^'d, 

And that chrystaliine sphere whose balance weighft 

^The trepidation talk*d, and that first-moy'd : 

AvS now Saint Peter at heaven^s wicket seems 

To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 485 

Of heaven's ascent they lin their feet, when \o { 

A violent cross wind from either coast 

Blows them transverse, ten thousand leagues awry 

Into the devious air ; then mi^ht ye see 

CowW, hoods, and habits, with their wearers, tost 

And fluttered into rags; then reliques, beads, 491 

indulgences, dispenses, pardons, bulls. 

The sport of winds: all these, up^whirl'd aloft, 

Fly o^er the backside of the world far off. 

Into a Limbo large and broad, since ealPd * 495 

The Paradise of Fools, to few unknown 

Lon^ afler : now unpeopled, and untrod. 

Ail ihit» dirk globe the nend found as he pass'd. 

And lon^ he wanderM^ till at last a fleam 

Of dawning liglit inmM thither>wara in haste SOU 

His travell d steps : &r distant he descries, 

Ascending by degrees magnificent 

Up to the wall of heaven, a structure high, 

At top whereof, but for more rich, appeared 

The work as of a kingly palace gate, 50ft 

V/ith frontispiece of diamond, and gold 

Kmheliish'd ; thick with sparkling orient gems 

The portal shone, inimitable on earth. 

By model, or by shading pencil drawn. 

rlie stairs were such as whereon Jacob saw 5tO 

Angels ascending and descending, bands 

Of guardians bright, when he from Esau fled 

To Padan-aram, in the field of Luz, 

Dreaming by night under the open sky. 

And waking cried, ^This is the gate of heaven,' 5t£ 

l£ach stair mysteriously was meant, nor stood 

There always, bat drawn up to heaven sometimes 

Viewless ; andiinoemeath a bright sea fluw'd 

<.»f jasper, or of liquid pearl, whereon ' 

Wno afler came itota earth, sailing arrived, 520 

Wailed by angela, or flew o'er the lake 
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Wrapped in a chariot drawn by fiery steeds. 
The stairs were then let down, whether to dartt 
The hf^nd by easy ascent, or aggravate 
His sad exclusion from the doors of bliss : 588 

Direct against which open'd fn>m beneath, 
Just o'er the blissful Beat of Paradtstr , 
A passage down to ih' earth, a {tassuge wide, 
Wider by tar than that of atler- times 
Over mount Siony and, though that were large, 530 
Over the promised Land to God so dear, 
By which, to visit oil those happy u-ibes, 
On high behests his anjgels to and fro 
PassM frequent, and his e^e with choice regard. 
From Paneas, the fount of Jordan's flood, 541 

Tq Beersaba, where the Holy Land 
Borders on £gypt and tli' Arabian shore ; 
8o wide the opening seemM, where ijiiunds were set 
To darkness, such as bound the ocean wnve. 
Satan from hence, now on the lower stair, 540 

Tnat scalM by steps of gold to heaven gate, 
Looks down with wonder atrhe sudden view 
Of all this world at once. As when a scout. 
Through dark and desert ways with peril gone 
All ni^t, at last, by break of cheerful dawn, 545 
Obtains the brow o{ some high-climbing Kil^ 
Which to his eye discovers unaware 
The goodly prospect of-some foreign land 
First seen, or some renownM metropolis, 
With glistVing spires and pinnacles adorn*d, 550 
Which now the rising sun gilds with his beama 
Such wonder seiz'd, uiough after heaven seen, 
The spirit malign ; but much more envy seiz'd 
At sight of all this world beheld so fair. 
Elotiod he surveys (and well might where he stood 
So high above the circling canopy 656 

Of night^s extended shade) from eastern point 
Of Libra^ to the fleecy stai, ttiat bears 

Andromeda far off Atlantic seas, i 

Beyond th* horizon : then from pole to pole 500 
He views in breadth ; and without Ioniser pause 
Down right into the world's first region throwa 
His flight precipitant, and winds with ease, 
Through tne pure marble air his oblique way. 
Amongst innumerable stars, that shone, 50§ | 

Stars wstant, but nigh hand seemed other world'et 

7 
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Or other worlds they seem'd, or happy isles, 
Like diose Hesperian gardens fam'd of old, 
Fortunate fields, and ffroves, and flowery vales, ' 
Thrice happy isles ! But who dwelt happy there 
He stay'd not to inquire. Above them all 571 

The golden sun, in splendour likest heaven, 
Allur'd his eye ; thither his course he bends 
Through the calm firmament, (but, up or dowL 
By centre or eccentric, hard to tell ; 575 

Or longitude,) where the great luminary, 
Aloof the vulgar constellations thick, 
That from his lordly eye keep distance due, 
Dispenses light from ftir ; they as they move 
Their starry dance in numbers that compute 580 
' Days, months, and years, tow'rds his all-cheeribg lam|« 
Turn swift their various motions, or are turn'd 
By his magnetic beam, that gently warms 
Tne unive»^e, and to each inward part, 
With gentle penetration, though unseen, ftSS 

Shoots invtsiole virtue even to the deep ; 
So wondrously was set his station bri^t. 
There lands the fiend, a spot like which perhaps 
Astronomer in the sun's lucent orb. 
Through his glazed optic tube, yet never saw. .S9# 
The place he found beyond Expression bright, 
ComparM with ought on earth, metal, or stone ; 
Not all parts alike, but all alike informed 
yrith radiant light, as glowing iron with fire ; 
If metal, part seem'd gold, part silver clear ; 595 
If stone, carbuncle most or chrysolite. 
Ruby or topaz, or the twelve that shone 
In Aarpnis oreast-plate, and a stone besides 
ImaginM rather oft than elsewhere seen. 
That stone, or like to that which here below 6t)0 
Philosophers in vain so long have sought. 
In vain, though by their powerful art they bind 
Volatile Hermes, and call up unbound 
In various shapes old Proteus from the sea, 
Drain'd through a limbec to his native form. 605 
What wonder then if fields and regions here 
Breathe forth elixir pure, and rivers run 
Potaye gold, when with one virtuous touch 
Til' aroft-chemic sun, so far from us remote, 
produces, with terrestrial humour mix'd, 610 

Htfre in thie Vlftrk so many precious' things 
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Of colour glorious, and effect so rare ? ' ' 

Bere mattsr new to gaze the Devil met 
Undazzled ; far and wide his eye commanda 
For sifi^ht no obstacle found here, nor shade, 611 
But all sunshine, as when his beams at noon 
Culminate from th* equator, as they now 
Shot upward still direct, whence no way round 
Shadow from body opaque can fall ;" and th' air, 
No where so clear, sharpenM his visual ray 690; 
To objects distant fiir, whereby he soon 
Saw within ken a elorious angel stand, 
The same whom John saw also in the sun : 
13 is back was turnM, but not his brightness hid ; 
Of beaming sunny rays a golden tiar 62& 

Circled his head, nor less his locks behind 
Illustrious on his shoulders, fledged \^ith wings, 
Lay waving round ; on some great charge employed 
He seem'd, or fix'd in cogitation deep. 
Glad was the spirit impure, as now m hope 630 
Tp find who might direct his wand'ring mght 
To Paradise, the happy seat of man. 
His journey's end, and our beginning wo. 
But first he casts to change his proper shape, 
Which else mi^ht work him danger or delay : 63^ 
And now a stripling cherub he appears, 
Not of llie prime, yet such as in nis face 
Vouth smil'd celestial, and to every limb 
Suitable grace diffused, so well he &ignM : 
Under a coronet his flowing hair , 041^ 

In curls on either dieek playM ; wings he wore 
Of many a coloured plume, sprinkled with gold 
Elis habit fit for speed succinct, and held 
^ Before his decent steps a silver wand. 
He orew not nigh unneard ; the angel bright, f{4S 
Ere he drew nigh^ his radiant visage turn'd, 
Admonish'd by his ear ; and strait was known 
Th* archangel Uriel, one of the seven 
Who in Gc^'s presence, nearest to his throne, 
Stand ready at ccnnmand, and are his e^es 650 

That run through all the heavens, or down to th'etirth 
Bear his swifl errands over moist and dry, 
O'er sea and land : liim Satan thus accosts i 

" Uriel ! for thou of those seven ^ints.tbat stan4 
In sight of God*8 high throne, gloriouftlY bright, 65^ 
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The first art wont his rreat autkentie will 

Cntftrpre'ei throucrh nicest heaven to bring. 

Where ail his sons thy eml)as«y attend ; 

And here art likeliest by supreme decree 

Like honour to obtain, and as his eye 660 

To visit oft this new creation round ; 

Unspeakable desire to see, and know 

All these his wondrous works, b*it chiefly man, 

Bis chief delight and favour ; him, for whom 

All these his works so wondrous he ordain 'd, 665 

flath brought me from the choirs of chei^ubim 

Alone tlms wandering. Brightest seraph ! tell 

In which of all these shining orbs hath man 

His fixed seat, or fixed seat hath none, 

But all these shining orbs ^is choice to dwell ; 670 

That I may Hnd him, and with secret gaze, 

Or open a'dmiratioh, him behold. 

On whom the great Creator hath bestow'd 

Worlds, and on whom hath ail Uiese graces pour'd j 

Thai both in him and aM things, as is meet, 67S 

The universal Maker we may praise ; 

Who justly hath driven out his rebel foes 

To deepest tiell ; and, to repair that loss, 

Created this new happy race of men 

To serve him better : wise are all his ways.** 68(1 

So speak the false dissembler unpercetv'd ; 
For neither man noi an^l can discern 
Hypocrisy, the only ev»l that walks 
Invisible, except to God alone, 684 

By his permissive will, through heaven and earth : 
And oft though wisdom wake, suspicion sleeps 
At wisdom^s gate, and to simplicity 
Resigns her charge, while goodness thinks no ill 
Where no ill seems ; which now for once beguiPd 
Uriel, thotigh regtint of the sun, and held 690 

The sharpest sighted spirit of all in heaven ; 
Who to ine fraudulent imposter foul, 
In his i^prightness, answer thus retnm'd . 

"Fair angel ! thy desire which tends.to know 
The works of God,' thereby to glorify 6U8 

The great Work-Master, leads to no excess 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praise 
1*he more it seems excess, that led tliee hitbet 
PirOHn tliy empyreal mansion thus alone. 
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To witness with thine eyes what some perhaps, 7(N| 

Contented with report, hear only hi heaven : 

For wonderful indeed are all his works, 

Pleasent to know, and worthiest to be all 

Had in remembrance always with delight : 

But what created mind can comprehend 70& 

Their number, or the wisdom, infinite 

That brought them forth, but hid their causes deep ? 

I saw when at his word the formless mass, 

This world's material mould, came to a heap : 

Confusion heard his voice, and wild uproar , 710 

Stood rulM, stood vast infinitude confinM ; 

Till at hi« second biddins; darkness fled, 

Light shone, and order m>m disorder sprung. 

Swift to their several quarters hasted tnen 

The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire, 71 S 

And this ethereal quintessence of heaven 

Flew upward, spinted with various forms. 

That roU'd orbicular, and turned to stars 

£<iumberlcss, as thou seest, and how they move ;, 

Each had his place appointed, each his course ; 790 

The rest in circuit walls this universe. 

Look downward on that globe, whose hither side 

With light from hence, though but reflected, shines . 

That place is Earth, the seat of man ^ that light 

tTis day, which else, as th' other hemisphere, 785 

Night would invade ; but there the neighboring moon 

(So call that opposite fair star) her aid 

Timely interposes, and her monthly round, 

Still ending, still renewing, through mid heaven, ' 

With lx>rrow'd light her countenance triform 780 

Bence Alls smd empties to enliehten th* earth, 

And in her pale dominion checKs the nighL 

That spot to which I point is Paradise, 

Adam's abode, thsse lofly shades his bower ; 734 

Thy way thou canst not miss, me mine requures.^ 

Thus said, he turnM ; and Satan bowing low. 
As to superior spirits is wont in heaven. 
Where honour due and reverence none neeleets, 
Took leave, and toward the coast of earth Mneath, 
Down from th' ecliptic, sped with hop'd success, 740 
Throws his steep flight in many an airy wheei^ 
Nor sraid, till on Nipliates' top he lights. 
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THE AROUMIITT. 



Jintefi, now in prospect of Eden, and rU^ M« place 
where he ^^uxt now attempt the bold er-ivrpri^e itMch 
ke undertook alone ag-ainst God and .V0i», fidia inta 
many tUnibts with hvnsdfy and manfi ptv>94t>aaj fear^ 
envy, and despair ; hut at length cof^firms himstlf in 

, Mpily jourtitys on to Paradise, whose outward prospect 
and sUiia*imi is descri^edf overleaps the bounds^ sitf 
in the shape of a c&nnorant on the tree of life, as 
highest in the garden, to look abmU him. The garden 
described; StUan^s first sight of Adam and Eve ; hik 
wonder at their excellent form and happy state^ bvt 
with resotidion to woi'k their fall ; overhears their 
discourse^ thence gathers that the tree of knotoUdge 
was forbidden them to eat of y under peniUty ofdedlh ; 
and thereon^ intends to found his temptation, by 
§edueing them to transgress : then leaves them a while, 
to knifw further of their state by some other means, 
JHeanwhUe Uriel, descending on a sun^beam, warns 
Gabriel, who had in charge the gate of Paradise, 
that soviH evil spirit had escaped the deep, and passed 
at noon by his sphere, in the shape of a good angel^ 
down to Paradise^ tUscovered after by his furwus 
gestures in the inounL Gabriel promises to find him 
are morning, ^ight coming on, Adam, and Ett 
Mscowneof going to their rest : their bower deaeriked) 
(hHr evening worship, Gabriel, drawing forth hia» 
hands of nights-watch to walk the round of Paradisey 
eqfpoints two strong angels to Adam^s bower, lest this 
toit sjnrit should be there doing some harm to Adam at 
Eve sleeping; Aare thtff dsid Um atthe e» ^ Eve 
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Umpling ktr in a dream, mid Mng htm^ ifumgh m»> 
v>iUing, to GtUfrid ; by whom questioned, he 5C«ni» 
fiMy answers, prepareg resistance, but hindered by d 
sign from heaven, JUes out o/Parastise. 



O FOR that warning voice, which he who saw 

Th' Apocalypse heard cry in heaven aloud, 

Then when the Dragon, put tQ second rout, 

Came furious down to be revcng*(fon men 

* Wo to th' inhabitants on earth ! that now, S 

While time was, our first parents had been waraVl 

The coming of their secret foe, and scap'd. 

Haply so scap'd his mortal snare: for now 

6atan, now first inflam'd with rage, came down, 

The tempter, ere th' accuser of mankind, 10 

To wreak on innocent frail man his loss 

Of that first battle, and his flight to heU. 

Yet not rejoicing in his speed, though bold. 

Far off and fearless, nor with cause to boast. 

Begins his dire attempt ; which nigh the birth * IS 

Sovf rolling, boils in his tumultuous breast, 

And like a devilish engine back reoiils 

Upon himself: horror and doubt distract 

His troubled thoughts, and from the bottom stir 

The hell within him ; for within him hell SO 

He brings, and round about him, nor from hell 

One step, no more than from himself, can fly 

By change of place : now conscience wakes despair 

That slumbered ; wakes the bitter memory 

Of what he was, what is, and what must be 25 

Wors^; of worse deeds worse sufferings must ensue* 

Sometimes towards Eden, whicli now in his view 

Lay pleasant, his griev*d look he fixes sad ; 

Sometimes towards heaven, and the full blazing sun, 

Which now sat high in his meridian tower * 30 

Tken, much revolving, thus in sighs began 

** O thou! tliat with surpassine glory crown'd, 
LiOok*8t from thy sole dominion luce the g(xl 
Of this new world ; at whose sight all the stan 
Hide their diminished heads ;^ to thee i.call, 
But with no fricTKlly voice, and add thy name, ^ 
O sun ! to tell thee how 1 hate thy beams^ 
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That bring to my remembrance from what stale 

Lfell ; how glorious once above thy sphere ; 

Till pride and worse ambitiqp threw me down, 40 

Warring in heaven against heaven's matchless Kii^ 

Ah, wherefore ! he deservM no such return 

From me, whom he created what I was 

In that, bright eminence, and with his good 

Upbraided none ; nor was his service hard, 4% 

What could be less than to afford him praise, 

The easiest recompense, and pay him thanki^ 

How due ! yet alhhis good prov'd ill in me, 

And wrought but malice ; lifted up so high 

[ s*dain'd subjection, and thought one step higher 50 

Would set me highest, and in a moment quit 

The debt immense of endless gratitude, 

So burdensome still paying, still to owe ; 

Forgetful what from him I still received, 

And understood not that a grateful mind 56 

By owing owes not, but still p&ys, at once 

Indebted and discharged : what burden then 7 

O had his powerful destiny ordain'd 

Me some inferior anfel, I had stood 

Then happy ; no unbounded hope had rais'd 60 

Ambition. Yet why not? some other power 

As great might have aspir'd, and me, tho' mean. 

Drawn to his part ; but other powers as great 

Pell not, but stand unshaken, from within 

Or from without, to all temptations arm'd. 65 

Eladst thou the same free will and power to stand 7 

Thou hadst : whom hast thou then or what t' accuse^ 

But heaven's free love dealt equally to all 7 

Be then his love accursM, since love or hate. 

To me ahke. it deals etei-nal wo. 70 

Nay curs'd be thou ^ since against his thy will 

Chose freely, what it now so justly rues. 

Me miserable ! which way shall I fly 

Infinite wrath, and infinite despair 7 

Which way I fly is hell ; myself am hell ; 7A 

And in the lowest deep a lower deep. 

Still threat'ning to devour me, opens wide. 

To which the hell I sufiTer seems a heaven* 

O then at last relent : is there no place 

Lefl for repentance, none for pardon left 7 80 

None lefl but by submission ; and that word 

Disdain forbids me, and my dread of sbame 
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Among the spirits beneath, whom I scdiic'd 
With other promises and other vaunts 
Than to submit, boasting I could siibduu 65 

Th* Omninor«ni. Ay mc, they little know 
How dearly I abide that boost so vain, 
Under what tonnents inward iv I groan, 
Whili> they adore me on the tnrone of hell. 
Willi diadem and sceptre high advanced, «90 

The lower still I fall, onl]^ supreme 
In misery ; such joy ambition finds. 
But say I cx>uld repent and could obtain 
By act of ^race my former state ; how soon 94 

Would height recal hi^h thoughts, how soon unsay 
What feign' J submissfon swore! cose would recant 
Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 
For never can true reconcilement grow, 
Where wounds of deadly bate have pierc'd so deep: 
Which would but lead me to a worse relapse 100 
And heavier fall : so should 1 purchase dear 
Short intermission bought witii double smart. 
This knows my punisher ; therefore as far 
From granting he, as I from begging peace : 
All hope excluded thus, behold, instead 105 

Of us, outcast, exiPd, his new delight. 
Mankind, created, and for him this world. 
'6o farewell hope, and with hope farewell fear, 
Farewell remorse : all good to me is lest ; 
Evil be thou my good ; by thee at least 1 10 

Divided empire with heaven^s King I hold, 
By llirc, and more than half perhaps will reign ; 
AJs man ere long, and this new world shall know.'* 

Thus while he spake each passion dimm'd his face, 
Thrice changed with pale ire, envy, and despair ; 116 
Wl ich marr'd his borrowed visage, aiid betray'd 
Btm counterfeit, if any eye beheld : 
For heavenly minds from sucB distempers foul 
Are ever clear. Whereof he soon aware, 
£ach purturbation smoothed with ont^ srd cafan, 120 
Artificer of fraud ! And was the first * 
That practisM falsehood, under saintly show 
Deep malice to conceal, couch*d with revenge. 
Tet not enough had practis'd, to deceive 1S4 

Uriel once warned ; whose eye pursued him down 
The way he went, and on th' Ajsyruui mount 
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Sav/ bim disfigur'd, more than could befall ^ 

Spirit of happy sort : bis gestures fierce 
He markM, and m^d demeanour, then alone, 
As he supposed, all unobservM, unseen. ' 130 

So, on he fares ; and to the l)order comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradise, 
Now nearer, crowns with her inclosure green, 
A| with a rural mound, the champaign head 
Of a steep wilderness ; whose hairy sides 135 

With thicket overgrown, ffrotesque and wild, 
Access denied : and over head up-grew 
lnsu})erahle height of loftiest shade, 
Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 
A sylvan scene ! And, as the ranks ascend, 140 
Shade aliove shade, a woody theatre 
Of stateliest view. Yet higher than their tpps 
The verdurous wall of Paradise up-spmng : 
Which to our general sire gave prospect lai|;d 
Into his nether empire, neighb'rmg round. 146 

And higher than that wall a circling row 
Of goodliest trees, loaden with fairest fruit, • 
Blossoms, and fruits at once of golden hue, 
Appear'd, with gay enAmePd colours mix*d: 
On which the sun more glad impressM his beams, 
Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow, 15| 

When God has diower*d the e£u*th ; so lovely s^em'd 
That landscape ! And of pure now purer air 
Meets his approach ; and to the heart inspires 
Vernal delignt and joy, able to drive ISA 

All sadness but despair r now gentle gales. 
Fanning their odoriferous wings, dispense 
Native perfumes, and whisper whence they stole 
Those balmy spoils. As when to them who sail 
Beyond the Cape of Hop3, and now are past 160 
Mozambic, off at sea north-east winds blow 
' Sabean odours, from the spicy shore 
Of Araby the bless'd, witn Such delay [leagil^ 

Well pleas'd they slack their course, and many a 
Cheer'd with the grateful smell old Ocean smiles: 
So entertainM' those odorous sweets the fiend, 166 
Who came their bane; thou«:h with them better 
Than Asmixleus with the fishy fume [pleas'd 

That drove him, though enamour^, from the spouse 
Of Tobit's son, and with a vengeance sect 170 

From Media post to Egypt* there fast bound. 
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Now to ID' ascent of that steep savage hill 
Satan had journeyM on, pensive and slow ; 
But further way found none, so thick lntwin'd| 
As one continued brake, the undergrowth 1 75 

Of snrubs and tangling bushes had nerplex'd 
All path of man or beast tliat pass'd that way. 
One gate there only was and tnat look*d east 
On th' other side ; which when th* arch-felon saw, 
Due entrance he disdain'd, and in contempt 18(t 

At one slight bound high overlcap*d all bound 
Of hill, ornighest wall, and slieer within 
Lights on his feet As when a prowling wolf, 
Whom hunger drives to seek new haunt for prey, 
WHtching where shepherds pen their flocks at eve. 
In hurdled cotes amid the field secure, 186 

Leaps o*er the fence with ease into the fold : 
Or as a thief, bent to ui^ard the cash 
Of some rich bureher, wKse substantial doors, 
Cross- barr*d and oolted fast, fear no assault, 190 
In at the window climbs, or o'er the tiles .* 
So clomb this first grand thief into God's fold ; 
So since into his church lewd hirelings climb ; 
Thence up he flew and on the tree of life, 
(The m ladle tree, artd highest there tjiat grew,) \d% 
Sat like a cormorant ; yet not true life 
Thereby regained, but sat devising death 
To them wna liv'd : nor on the virtue thought 
Of that life-giving plant, but only usM 
For prospect, what well us*d had been the pledge 
Of immortality. So little knows 201 

Any, but God alone, to value right 
The good before him, but perverts best things 
To worst abuse, or to their meaficst use. 
Beneath him, with new wonder, now he views, 205 
To all delight of human sense exposed 
In harrow room, naiture^s whole wealth, yea more, 
A heaven on earth ! For blissful Paradise 
Of God the garden was, by him m th' east 
, Of Eden planted ; Eden stretch'd her line 210 

From Auran eastward to the royal towers 
Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian kings. 
Or where the sons of Eden long before 
DMrelt in Telassar. In this pleasant soil 
His far more pleasant garden Qod ordained. 215 

Out of the fertile ground he rauA^d to grow 
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All trees of nc blest kind, foi s'ght, «nicl\ tasre ; 
And ull amid iheni stood the tree of life, 
Hi{^ eminent, bloomin*: limbrosial fruit 
Of vegetable gold : an J next to life, 280 

Our death, tlie tree of knowle«lge, gmvr fast hj ; 
KnowlediTc of good bought dear by knowing ill! 
Southward tlirough Eden went a river larpe. 
Nor chang'd his course, but through the shagg)' hiU 
Passed underneath ingulPd ; for God bul thrown 225 
That mountain as his garden mould, high raisM 
(Jpon the rapid current, which through veins 
Of porous earth, with kindly thirst updrawn, 
Rose a fresh fountain, and with many a rill 
Watered the garden ; thence united fell 290 

Down the st«ep glade, and met the nether flood. 
Which from his darksome passage now appears: 
And now divided into four|Bain streams. 
Runs diverse, wnnd*ring nnRy a famous realm 
And country, wiiereof he neeos no account : 2^ 
But rather to tell, (if art could tell 
How^ from sapphire fount the crisped brriuks 
Rolling on orient pearls, and sands of gold, 
With mazy error under pendent shades 
Ran nectar, visiting each plant, and fed 241; 

Flowers worthy of Paradise, which not nice art 
In beds and curioas knots, but nature boon 
Pour'd fort) I profuse on hUl, and dale, and plain, 
Both where the morning sun first warmly smott- 
The o|>en field, and where the unpierc'd shade 24F 
Imbrown'd the noon-tide bowers. Thus was this 
A happy rumi seat of various views : [pIac4^ 

Groves where rich trees wept odorous gums and 

balm ; 
Others whose fruit, bumishM with golden rind, 
Hung amiable : Hesperian fables true, 250 

If true, here only, and of delicioustHaste. 
Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 
Grazing the tcfnder herb, were interpos'd : 
Or palmy hillock, or the flowery lap 
Of some irrigiious valley spread her store ; 255 

Fkm ers of all hue, and without thorn the rose. 
Another siJe, umbrageous gn>tfl^ and caves 
Of cool rec3ss, o^er which the mantline vin 
Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps 
Luxuriant : meanwhile murm'ring waters fau 260 
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Down the slope hills, disp?*^*d, or in a lake, 
That to the fringed bank with myrtle crown'd 
Her crystal mirror holds, unite their streams. » 

The birds their choir apply : airs vernal airs, 
Breathing the smell of field and grove, attune 2C3 
The trembling leaves, while universal Pan, 
Knit with the Graces, and the Hours, in dance, 
Led on tb' eternal spring. Not that fair field 
Of Enna, wllbre Proscrpmb gatherings flowers, 
Herself a fairer flower, by gloomy Dis 970 

Waa gathered ; which cost Ceres all that pain 
To seek her thro' the world ; nor that sweet grove 
Of Daphne by Orontes, and th' inspir'd 
Castalian spring;, might with this raradise 
Of Eden strive * nor that Nyseian isle 875 

Qirt with the river Triton, where old Cham, 
Whom Gentiles Ammon call, aad Libyan JoTa» 
Hid Amalthea, and her florid son, 
Youn^ Bacchus, from his stepdame Rhea's eye ; 
Nor where Abassin kings their issue guard, S80 
Mount Amara, tliough this be some supposed 
True Paradise, under the Ethiop line > 

By Nilus' head, endos'd with shmin^ rock, 
,A whole day's journey high, but wide remote 
From this Assyrian garden, where the fiend 285 
Saw undelighted all delight, all kind 
Of living creatures new to sight and strange. 

Two of far nobler shape, erect and tall, 
Ghxilike erect, with native honour clad, 
In naked majesty seem'd lords of all, 290 

And worthy seemM ; for in their looks divine 
The imag^e of their glorious Maker shone, v 
Truth, wisdom, sanctitude severe and pure, • 
(Severe, but in true filial freedom plac'd,) 
Whence true authority in men ; though both 295 
Not equal, as their sex not equal seem'd ; 
For contemplation he and valour forni'd. 
For softness she and sweet attractive graoey 
Hd for God only, she for God in him. 
His fair large front and eye sublime declared 300 
Absolute rule ; and h)racmtliine locks 
Round from his parted forelock manl r hung 
Clust'ring, but not beneath his shoulders broad t « 
She, as a veiU down to the slender xraist 
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Ber unadonied ^Iden tresses wore 305 

Dishevell'd, but in yranton ring:lets wav*d 

A» the vine curls her tendrils, which implie . 

Subjection, but reouir'd with gentle swny 

Aiw by her yieldea, by him best receiv'd, 

Yielded with coy submission, modest pride, 310 

And sweet reluctant amorous delav. 

Nor those mysterious parts were tnen concealed ; 

Tlien was not guilty snasne, dishonest shame 

Of nature's works, nonour dishonourable ; 

Sin-bred, how have ye troubled all mankind 315 

With shows instead, mere shows of seeming pure, 

And banish'd from mah^s life his happiest life, 

Simplicity and spotless innocence ! 

So pass'cl they naked on, nor shunned the sight 

Of God or ai\gel, for they thought no ill: ■ 3St) 

So hand in hand they passM. the loveliest pair 

That ever since in love's embmces met ; 

Adam, the goodliest man of men since bom 

His 6ons ; the fkirest of her daughters, Eve. 

Under a tuft of shade, that on a green 3V5 

Stood wKisp'ring soft, by a fresh fountain side, 

They sat them down : and, after no more toil 

Of their Aweet gard'ning labour than suffic'd 

Fb isecomiinend ebol Zephyr, and make ease 

More easy, wholesome thurst and appetite 330 

More grateful) to their supper fruits they fell. 

Nectarine fruits which the compliant boughs 

Yielded theni, sidelong as *Jiey sat recline 

On the soft downy bank damask'd with flowers : 

Phfr'savoury pulp th^y chew, and in the rind 335 

Still as they thirsted scoop the brimming stream ; 

Nor gentle purpose nor er\dearing smiles 

Wanted, nor yputhful dalliancel, as beseems 

Fair couple, hnk'd in happy nuptial league, 

Alotfe as they. About tnem frisking play'd 340 

All beasts ofth' earth, aneewild, and of all ehase. 

Cn world or wilderness, forest or den ; 

Sportine; the lion ramp'd, and in his paw 

DEindled the kid $ bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 

GI«uii}v)IM' before them ; the unwieldy elephant, 34b 

To make them mirth, us'd till his mifffht, and wreathVI 

His lithe probosijs ; close the sernent s)y 

Insinuaring,' wove with Gordian twine 

His braided train.'€uid of his fatal guile 
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Gave proof unheeded ; others on the graas 350 

Couched, and, now Aird with (pasture, gazing aaCy < 
Or bedward ruminating; for the sun 
DeclinM was hasting now with prone career 
To ih' ocean istles, and in th' ascending scale ; 

Of heaven the stars that usher evening ro^e : 965 
When Satan, still in gaze as first he stood, 
^^carce thus at length faii'd speech recoterM sad t 

• . i 

** O hell! what do mine eyes with grief behold 7 
Into our room of bliss thus high advanced 
Creature<( of other mould ; earth-born perhaps, 390 
Not spirits ; yet to heavenly spirits bright 
Little inferior ; whom .my thoughts pursue 
With wonder, and could love, so lively shines 
In them divine resemblance, and such ^race 
The hand that fonn'd them on their shape hath 
pourU . 365 

A.h, gentle pair ! ye little think how nigh 
Voor change approaches ; when all these delights 
Will vanish, anu deliver ye .to wo ; 
More wo, the more your taste is now of joy : 
Happy! but for so happy ill secur'd 370 

Long to continue ; and this high seat your heaven, 
Ill-fenc'd for heaven, to keep out such u foe 
As now is entered : yet no purposed foe 
To you, whom I could pity thus foilom, 
Though I unpitied. League with you 1 seek, 375 
And mutual amity, so strait, so close, , 
That 1 with you must dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth : my dwelling haply may not please, ' 
Like tliis fair Paradise, your sense ; yet such 
Accept your Maker's work ; He gave it me, 380 
Which I as freely give : hell shall unfold, 
fo entt^rtain you two, her widest gates. 
And send forth all her.kin^ : there will be room, 
(Not like these nan'ow limits,) to receive 
Your numerous offspring : if no better place, 385 
Thank him who puts me loath to this revenge 
On you, who wronged me not, for him who wrong'd** 
And should I at your harmless innocence 
Melt, (as I do,) yet public reason just. 
Honour and empire with revenge enlarged, 390 

By conquVing triis new world, comixjls me now 
To do, what else (though daoiu'd) I should abhor.*^ 
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So spake the fiend, and with necessity, 
(The tyrant's plea,) excused his devilish deedi. 
Then m>m his lofly stand on that hieh tree, 396 
Down he alights among the sportful herd 
Of those four-footed kinds ; himself now one, 
Now other, as their shape serv'd best his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and unespied 369 

To mark what of their state he more might leam 
By word or action mark'd : about them round 
A lion now he stalks with fiery erlare ; 
Then as a ti^r, who by chance hath spied, 
In some purlieu, two gentle faMms at piay, 
Strait couches close, then rising changes oft 406 
His couchant watch, as one who chose his groimd, 
Whence rushing he might surest seize them both, 
Grip'd in each paw : when Adam, fi At of men, 
To first of women. Eve, thus moving speech, 
Tum'd him, all ear, to hear new utterance flow: 410 

• 

^ Sole partner, and sole part of all these joys ! 
Dearer thyself than all : needs must the power 
That made us, and for us this ample world, 
Be infinitely good, and of his good 
As liberal, and free as infinite ; 415 

That rais'd us from the dust, aiid plac'd us her& 
In all this happiness, who at his hand 
Have nothing merited, nor can perform 
Ought whereof he hath need : he who requirev 
^\t>m us no other service than to keep 410 

This one, this easy charse, * Of all the trees 
In Paradise that bear delicious fruit 
So variqi^s, not to taste that only tree 
Of knowledge, planted by the tree of life .* 
So near grows death to life ! whatever death is ; 495 
Some dreadful thing no doubt : for well thou k'low'st 
God hath pronounc'd it death to taste that tree. 
The only sign of our obedience left, 
Among so many signs of power and rule, 
Confe^d upon us ; and dominion given 430 

•Over all other creatures that possess 
EUurth, air, and sea. Then let us not think hard 
One easy prohibition, who enjoy 
Free leave so large to all thin^ else, and choice 
Unlimitedof manifold delights: 436 

But let us evei praise him, and extol^ 
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His bounty,' following rar deti^tfol task, 

To prune these Rowing plants, and tend thesje 

flowers; * 

Which were it toilscnne, yet with thee were sweet.** 

To whom thijs Eve replied : " O thou for whom, 
And from whom, I was formM ; flesh of thy flesh ; 
And without whom am to no end ; my guide 44S 
And head ! what ' bou host said is just and right. 
For we to him>indeed all praises owe, ^ 
And daily thanks ; I chiefly, who enjoy 44B 

So far the happivr lot, enjoying thee 
Pro-eminent by so much odds ; wliile thou 
Like consort tio thyself canst no where find. 
That day I ofl remeAiber, when from sleep 
I first awakM, and founa myself repos'd 450 

Under a sikade on flowers ; much wond'iing where 
And what I was, M^hencethitlier brought, and how* 
Not distant far fi-om thence a murmu^ring sound 
Of watei-s issued from a cave, and spread 
Into a liquid plain, then stood unmov'd, 455 

Pure as tli* expanse of heaven : I thither went, 
With unexperienced thought, and laid me down 
On the green bank, to look into the clear 
Smooth lake, that to me Seem*d another sky. 
As I bent down to look, just opposite 460 

A shape within* the wat'ry gleam appearM, 
Bending to look on me: I staited back ; 
It started bank : but pleas'd I soon returned ; 
Pleas'd it ref urri'd as soon ; with -answering looks 
Of sympathy and love : tliere I had fix'd 46$ 

Mine eyes till now, and pin'd with vain desire. 
Had not a voice thus warn'd me : * What thou seest. 
What there thou seest, fair creature, is thyself; 
With thee it came and goes : but follow me, 
And I wilt bring thee where no shadow stays 479 
rhv coming, and thy soil embraces; he 
Wnostf image thou art : him thou shall enj|0y, 
inseparably thine, to him shalt bear 
Multitudes tiko thyself \nd thence be callM 
Mother of human race.' What could I do 475 

But follow straight, invisibly thus led 
Till i espied the<j, fair indeed, and tall, 
(jQder a platain ; yet, methought, less fair. 
Less winning soil, less amiably mild 

8* 
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Than that smooth wat'ry image : back I tum'd ) 480 
Thou following cried*st alpud, * Returp, fair Eve, 
Whom fliest tliou 7 Whom thou fliest, of him thou art. 
Hilt flesh, his bone : to give thee being I lent 
Out of my side to tnee, nearest my heart, 
Substantial life, to have thee by my side 484 

Henceforth an individual solace dear: 
Part of my soul I seek thee ; and thee claim, 
My other half.' — With that, thy gentle hand 
Seiz'd mine ; I yieldeS ; and from that time see 
How beauty is excelPd by manly grace, 490 

And "Vf isdom, which alone is truly fair." 

So spake our general mother j and with eyes 
Of conjugal attraction unreprov'd, 
And meek surrender, half embracing leanM 
On our first father : half her swelling Inreast 495 
Naked met his, under the flowing gold 
Of her loose tresses hid: he in delight 
Both of her beauty and submissive charmsi 
Smird with superior love j as Jupiter 
On Juno smiles, when he impregns the clouds, 500 
That ebed May flowers ; ana press*d her matron tip 
With kisses pure ; aside the Devil turned 
For envy, yet with jealous leer malign 
Eyed them askance ; and to lumself thus plain'd: 

«* Sight hateful, sight tormenting! Thus these two, 
Imparadis'd in one another's arms, 500 

(Tne happier Eden !) shall enjoy their fill 
Of bliss on bliss: while I to hell am thrust. 
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce de8ii% 
Amongst our other torments not the least, 5IQ 

Still unfulfill'd with pain of longing, pmes. ' 

Yet let me not forget what I have gain'd 
From their own mouths: all is not theirs it seeh:s: 
One fatal tree there stands of knowledge calPd, 
Forbidden them to taste. Knowledge forbidden? 
Suspicious, reasonless. Why should their Lord 516 
E^ivy them that ? Can it be sm to know ? 
Can it be death ? And do they only stand 
By ignorance ? Is thai their happy state, 
Trtie proof of their obedience ana their faith ? 620 
O fair foundation laid whereon to build 
Their niin ! Hence I will excite their ntinds 
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With more desire to know, antt to reject 

Envious commands, imented with design &M 

To keep them low, whom knowledge might exalt 

Equal with gods : aspiring to be such, 

They taste mid die : what likelier can ensue ? 

But nrst, with narrow search i must waik round 

This garden, and no comei Idave unspied ; 

A chance but chance may lead where I may meet 590 

Some wa|id*rine spirit oi heaven by fountain aide 

Or in tliick shade retir'd, from him to draw 

What ^ther would be learned. Live while ye may, 

Yet ham)y pair ! Enjoy, till I return. 

Short pUasur%8 ; for kmg woes are to succeed !" 636 

So saying, his proud step he scornful turn*d. 
But with sly circumspection, and beffan. 
Through wood, through waste, o^er hill, o'er dale, hit 

roam. 
Meanwhile in utmost longitude, where heaven 
With earth and ocean meets, the setting smi 540 
€lowly descended ; and with right aspect 
Against the eastern gate of Paradise 
Lievell'd his evening rays : it was a rock 
Of alabaster, pil'd up to the clouds. 
Conspicuous ur ; winding with one ascent ^ MS 
Acceseible from earth, one entrance high : 
The rest was craggy cliff, that overhung 
Still as it rose, impossible to climb. 
Betwixt these rocky pillars Gabriel sat, . 

Chief of tk' angelic guards, awaiting night: 660 

About him exercis'd heroic games 
Th' unarm'd youth of heaven ; but nigh at hand 
Celestial armoury, shields, helms, and spears^ 
Hung high with diamond^aming, and with gold. 
Thither: came Uriel, gliding through the even 666 
On a sun-beam, swifl as a shooting star 
In autumn thwarts the nieht, when vapours fir'd 
Imi^ss the air, and show^ the mariner 
Pram what jioint of his compass to beware 
Impetuous winds ; he thus began in haste : 500 

" Qabriel ! To thee thy course by lot hath given 
Charge, and strict watch, tliat to this happy juiaoe 
No evil thing approach, or ehter in. 
This day, at height of noon, came to my sphere 
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A spirit ; zealous, as he seemM, to know 566 

More of th' Almighty's work; and clrieily man, 

God*s latest imas^e : 1 describ'd his way, 

Bent all on speed, and mark'd his airy gait : 

But, in the mount that lies from Eden north. 

Where he firat lighted, soon discemM his looks 670 

Alien from heaven, with passions foul ol>sciir*d : 

Mine eye pursued him still, but under shade 

Lost sight of him.t One of the banish'd crew, 

I fear, haih ventured from the deep, to raise 

^ew troubles ; him thy care must be to find." 67ft 

To whom the winged warrior thus r6turn*d : 
" Uriel ! No wonder if thy perfect si^ht, 
Amid the sun's bright circle, where tnou sitt*st, 
See far and wide : m at this gate none pass 
The vigilance here placed, but such as ccnne • 580 
Well known from heaven ; and since meridian hour 
No creature thence : if spirit of other sort, 
So minded, have o'erleap'd these earthy bounds 
On purpose, hard thou know'st it to exclude 
Spiritual substanee with corporeal bar. 686 

But, if within the circuit of these walks, 
[n whatsoever shape he lurk, of whom 
Thou tell*st, by morrow dawning 1 shall know*** 

So promised he : and Uriel to his charge fraisM, 
Returned, on that bright beam, whose point now 
Bore him slope downward to the sun, ntnir fallen 591 
Beneath th' Asores : whither the prime orb, 
[ncredtble how swifl, had thither roll'd 
Diurnal ; or this less voluble earth, 
By shorter flight to tli' east, hail left him tliere, 59S 
Arraying with reilect^MJ purple and gold 
The clouds tha» ou a\a western throne attend. 

N«w came still eTcning cm, and twilight gnfy 
Had in her sober iiyery all things clad : 
Silence accompanied ; for beast, and bird, 000 

They to their grassy couch, these to their nests, 
Were slunk ; all but the wakeful nightingale ; 
Sh« all night long her amorous descant sung ; 
Silence was pleas*d : now glow'd the Ornament 
With living sapphires; Hesperus, that led 006 

The starry host, rode brightest ; till the moon 



I 
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Rising^ in clouded majesty, at length, 
Apparent queen, unveil'a her peerless light, 
And o'er the dark her silver mantle threw. 

When Adam thus to Eve : " Fair consort! th' iK>ur 
Of night, and all things now retirM to rest, 6i 1 

Mind us of like repose ; since God hath set 
Labour and rest, as day and night, to men 
Supcessive ; and the timely- dew of ^leep, 
Now falling with soft slumbVous weight, inclines 
Our eyelids ; other <*Teatures all day long €16 

RoYe idle, unemployed, and less need rest : 
Man hath his daily work o{ body, or mind. 
Appointed, which declares his di£*nity, 
And the regard of heaven on all his ways : 620 

While other animals unactire range ; 
And of their doings God takes no account. 
To-morrow, ere fresh morning streak (he east 
With first approach of light, we must be risen. 
And at our pleasant labour, to reform 635 

Yon flowery arbours ; yonder alleys green. 
Our walk at noon, with branches overgrown : 
That mock our scant manuring, and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth ; 
Those blossoms also, and those dropping gums, 630 
That lie bestrown, unsightly and unsmooui, 
Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with ease ; 
Meanwhile, as nature wills, night bids us resL" 

To whom thus Eve, with perfect beauty adom'd ; 
<* My author, and disposer ! What thou bid'sr 63S 
(Jnar^jied I obey ; so God ordains : 
Grod IS thy law, thou mine ; to know no more 
Is woman's happiest knowledge and Her praise. 
With thee conversing I forget all time ; 
All seasons and their change, all ]dease alike ; 640 
Sweet is the breath of mom, her rising sweet, 
With charm of earliest birds : pleasant the sun. 
When first on this delightful land he spreads 
His orient beams, on herh, tree, fruit, and flower, 
Glist'ring with dew : fragrant the fertile earth 645 
Ailer sou showers: and sweet the. coming on 
Of grateful evening mild : then silent night, 
With, this her solemn bird, and this fair moon. 
And the^ the gems of heaven, her slarry train. 
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But neither breath of morn, when slie Moenda 650 

With charm of earliest birds : nor rising sun 

On this deli^tAil land t nor herb, fruit, flowet, 

Glist'ring with dew : nor fragrance after showers : 

Nor grateful evening mild : nor silent night, 

'With this her solemn bird : nor walk by moon, 655 

Or glittVing starlight, without thee is sweet. 

But wherefore all night long shine these ? For whom 

Tiiis glorious 8ight,when sleep hath shut all eyes ?" 

To whom our general ancestor replied : 
" Daughter of G<kI and man. acoomplish'd Eve, €60 
These have their course to nnish round the earth 
By morrow evening, and from land to land 
In order^ though to nations yet untx>m, 
Minist*nng li^ht prepared, tney set and rise ; 
Lest total darkness nionld by night regain 66S 

Her old possession, and extinguish life 
In nature and all things, which these soft firet 
Not only enlighten, but with kindly heat 
Of various influence foment and warm, 
Temper or nourish, ^r in part shed down 670 

Their stellar virtue on all kinds that grow 
On earth, made hereby apter to receive 
Perfection from the sim's more potent ray. 
These then, though unbeheld in deep of night,' 674 
Snine not in vain ; nor think, tho* men were none, 
Thatlieaven would want spectators, God wantpnuae^ 
Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep : 
Ail these with ceaseless praise his works behold 
Both day and night. How often, from the steep 680 
Of echoing hill, or thicket, have we heard . 
Cdestiai vpices, to the midnight avr* 
Bole, or responsive each to others note, 
SiA^ng the great Creator? oft in bands 684 

Whde they keep watch, or nightly rounding ■walk, 
Wut^ 'heavenly touch of instrumental soundS) - 
In full harmonic number join'd, their songs ■ 
Divide the night, afSd lift our thoughts to naaven.* 

Thus talking, hand in hand alone they pos^d 
On to their blissAil bower : it was a place 690 

Chosen by the sov'reiffn Planter, when he framM 
All things to roan** delightfal use t the roo^ 
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Of thickest covert, was inwoven shade, 

Laurel and myrtle ; ami what hig^her mw. 

Of firm and fragrant leaf: on either side 699 

Acanthus, and each odorous Uushy shrub, 

PencM up the verdant wall : each* beauteous flower, 

Iris all hues, roses and jessamine, 

Rear'd high their flourished heads between, and 

wrought 
Mosaic : underfoot the violet, 700 

tVocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 
Broider*d the ground ; more coloured than with stone 
Of costliest emblem : other ci^atiure here. 
Beast, bird, insect, or worm, durst enter none ; 
Such was t!ieir awe of man ! In shadier bower 705 
More sacred, and sequestered, though but feigned. 
Pan, or Sylvanus, never slept ; nor nymph. 
Nor Faunus, haunted. Here, in close recess. 
With flowers, garlands, and sweet smelling herbs. 
Espoused Eve deck'd first her nuptial bed : 710 

And heavenly choirs the hvmenean sung, 
What day the genial angel to our sire 
Brought her, in naked beauty more adom'd, 
More lovely than Pandora ; whom the gods 
Endowed with all their gifts, (and O, too like 715 * 
In sad event ! ) when to th* unwiser son 
Of Ja^het brought by Hermes, she insnar'd 
Mankind with her fair looks, to be avengM 
On him who had Mole Jove's authentic fire. 

Thus, at their shady lodge arrived, both stood, 790 
Both turn'd, and under open sky ador'd 
The God that made sky, air, earth, and heaven, 
Whieh they beheld ; the moon's resplendent slobe, 
And starry pole ; ** Thou also mad'sl the night, 
Maker Omnipotent ! and thou the day, 729 

Which we in our appointed work employed 
Have finish'd, happy in our mutual help, 
And mutual love, the crown of all our oliss 
OrclainM by thee ; and this delicious place, 
Por us too large ; where thy abundance wants 730 
P«trtakers, and uncropp'd falls to the gl*ound. 
Bat thou hast promisM from us two a race 
To fill the eartn, who shall with us extol ' ) 

Thy goodness infinite, both when we wake, 
And when yn wnk^ a« now, thy gift of akep.** 73B 
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This said unanimous, and other ritftt 
Obserring none, but adoration pure, 
Which God likes best, into their inmost bower 
HaiMled they went ;. and eas'd the putting off 
These troublesome disuses which we wear, 740 
Straight side by side were laid : nor turnM, I ween, 
Adam from his fair spouse ; nor Eve the rites 
Mysterious of connuoial love refus'd : 
Whatever hypocrites austerely talk 
Of purity, and place, and innocence : 745 

Defaming as impure what God declares 
Pure ; and commands to some, leaves free to alL 
Our Maker bids increase ; who bids abstain, 
But our destroyer, foe to God and man 7 
Hail, wedded k)ve ! mysterious law, true source 75i 
Of human offspring, sole propriety 
[n Paradise! of aH things common else. 
By thee adulterous lust was driven from men, 
Among the bestial herds to range ; by thee, 
Founded in reason, loyal, just, and pure, 755 

Relations dear, and all the charities 
Of father, son, and brother^ first were known. 
Far be it, tliat T should write thee sin, or blame I 
Or think thee unbefitting holiest place ; 
Perpetual fountain of domestic sweets ! 7B8 

Whose bed is undefil'd, and chaste, pronounc'd, 
Present, or past ; as saints and patriarchs usVl. 
Here Love nis golden shafts employs, here lights 
His constant lamp; and waves nis purple wm^; 
Reigns here, and revels : not in the bought smile 
Of harlots, loveless, joyless, unendear-d ; 7M 

Casual fruition ! nor in couit amours, 
Mix*d dance, or wanton mask, or midnight ball. 
Or serenade, which the starv'd lover sings 
To his proud fair; best quitted with disdain. 790 
These, lulPd by nightingales, embracing slept ; 
And on their naked limbs the flowery roof 
ShowerM roses, which the mom repaired. Sleep on, 
Bless'd pair ; and O yet happiest, if ye seek 
No happier state, and know to know no more. 77S 

t. 

Now had ni^ht measured with her shadowy ooim 
Halfway up hiU this vast sublunar vault : 
And from tpeir ivory port the cherubim 
Perth issuing at Lh' accustoo^d hour* stood aim^4. 
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To their night watches in warlike parade, 780 

When Qabriel to his next in power thus spake : 

" Uzziel ! half these draw off, and coast the mrath 
With strictest watch : these other wheel the north ; 
Our circilh meets full west.** As flame they part, 
Half wheeling to the shield, half to the spear. 785 
From these, two strong and subtle spirits he calPd, 
That near him stood, and gave them thus in chaige t 

" Ithuriel, and Zephon ! with wing'd speed 
Search thro' this garden, leave unsearch'd no nook 
But chiefly where those two fair creatures lodge, 790 
Now laid perhaps asleep, secure of harm. 
This eveninf from Uie sun's decline arriv'd, 
Who tells of some infernal spirit, seen 



Hitherwsutj bent, (who could have thought 7) eseraM 
ThQ bars of hell ; on errand bad, no doubt: 796 

Such, where ye €nd, seise £fiist, and hither bring.*' 

So saying, on he led his radiant files, 
Dazzling the moon : these to the bower direct, 
in sear^ of whom they sought : him there they 

found, 
Squat like a toad, cl<Me at the ear of Eve ; 800 

Assaying, by his devilish art, to reach 
The organs of her fancy, and with them forge 
Illusions, 9» he list, phantoms, and drecuns ; 
Or if, inspiring venom, he might taint 
Th' animal spirits, that from pure blood arise, 809 
Like gentle breaths from rivers pure ; thei ice raiie 
At least distemper'd, discontented thoughts ; 
Vain hopes, vam aims, inordinate desires, 
Blown up with high conceirs en^ndVing pride. 
Him thiis intent Ithuriel with his spear 810 

Touch'd lightly ; for no falsehood can endure 
Touch of celestial temper, but returns 
Of force to its own likeness : up he starts, 
IMncover'd and surpris'd. As whefi a spark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 819 

Fit for the tun, some magazme to store 
Ae;ainst n rumoured war, the smutty ffrain 
With sudden blaze diffused, inflames the air : 
So started up in his own shape the fiend. 
Baok stepp'd thoee^two fair angelt, half amas'd, 820 

9 
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So sudden to behold the erisly king; 

Yet thus, Qiunoy'd with fear, accost him soon : 

•* Which of those rebel spirits, adjudgM to hdl, 
Com'st thon, escap'd thy prison ? and'tnutsform'd 
Why sai'st thou, like an enemy in wait, * 89A 
Here watching at the head of these that sleep?** 

*'Knowye not then,'* said Satan, fillM with acorn, 
•*.Know ye not me ? ye knew me once no mate 
For you ; there sitting where ye durst not soat: 
Not to know me argues yourselves unknown, 830 
The lowest oPyour throng: or if ye know, 
Why asi< ycj and superfluous begin 
Your message, like to end as much in vain?** 

To whom thus.Zephon, answering scorn with scorn 
•*ThJ/ik n<>i' revolted spirit, thy shape the same, 835 
Or undiminish'd brightness, to be known 
As when thou sto<id'si in heaven, upright and pure . 
That glory then, when thou no moi* wast good, 
Departed fVom tliee ; and thou reSemlilest now 
Thy sin, and place of doom, obscure and foul. S4f$ 
But come; for thou, be sure, shalt give account 
To him who'Sent us, 'whose cfiargeis to keep 
This place itiviolablo, and these from harm.** 

*'*..' I ' * 

% ' * • 

So spakd «h© chei*tib j and his grave M^bwkc, 
Severe in youthftil beauty," added grace ' 845' 

Invincible r abashM the Devil stood, 
And fe^t" how Awful KOo<^ness is, and saw 
Virtue in hef -shape how lovely ; saw, and pin'd 
His loss : but chiefly to find here observed 
His lustre visibly impair*d : yet seem'd 850 

Uniiaunted. " If I must contend,** said he, 
"Best with the b^st,* the sender not the sent, 
Or all at once ; more glory will be won. 
Or less be Io8t.»» " Thy iear,'» said Zephon bold, 
"Will sav« tis trial what the l^asl can do 865' 

Single against thee W^ieked, and thencd weak.** 

The fiend replied not, overcome with rage ; 
But like a proud steed rein*d, went haughty on 
Champing his iron corb : to strive or fly 
He held it vain ; awe firom above had quell'd 860 
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Ris heart, not else dismayed. Now drew they nigk 
The western pomt^ where those half-rounding guarai 
Just met, ana closing stood in ttquadron join'd. 
Awaiting next command. To whom their chief, 
Gabriel, from the front thus cail'd aloUd : 869 

** O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feei* 
Hasting this way, and now by glimpse discern 
[thuricl and Zepiion through Uie sliade, 
And wKh them comes a third of regal port. 
But faded splendour wan ; who, by his gait 870 
And fierce aemeanour, seems th^ prinpe of hell, 
Not likely to part hence without contest ; 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance lowers.'* 

He scarce had ended, when those two approached, 
And brief related whom they brought, where found, 
Bow busied, in what form and posture couch'd. 876 

To whom with stem reeard thus Gabriel spake : 
"Why hast thou, Saian, omke the bounds prescrib'd 
To thy transgressions, and disturbed the charge 
Of others, who approve not to transgress 880 

By thy example, but have power and right 
To question thy bold entrance on this place ; 
Gmploy'd it seems to violate sTeep, ancf those 
Whose dwelling God hath planted herein bliss?" 

To whom thus Satan with contemptuous brow : 
*' Gabriel, thou Hadst in heaven th* esteem of wise, 
And such I held thee ; but this question ask'd 887 
Puts me in doubt Lives there who loves his pain 7 
Who would* not, fihdino way, break loose from hell, 
Though thither doomed? Thou wouldst thyself) no 
doubt, 890 

And boldly venture to whatever place 
Farthest from pain, where thou might*st hope to 

change 
Torment with ease, and soonest recompense 
Dole with delight, which in this place I sought ; 
To thee no reason, who know'st only good, 895 

But evil hast not tried ; and wilt object 
His will who bound us 7 let him surer bar 
His iron gates, if he intends our stay 
In that dark durance : Uiua much what was ask'dy 
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The r69t is true, they found me where tliey say ; 900 
But that impiies not violence or harm." 

Thus he in scorn. The warlike angel mov'd, 
EKsdainfuUy, lialf-smiling, thus repliea : 
** O loss of one in heaven to judge of wise, 
Since Satan fell, whom folly overthrew, 905 

And now returns him from his prison scapM, 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wise 
Or not, who ask what boldness brought him hither 
Unlicensed, from his bounds in hell prescribM ; 
So wise he judges it to fly from pain 910 

However, and to scape his punishment. 
Sojudge thou still, presumptuous, till the wratii. 
Which thou incurr'st by flying, meet thy flight 
Sevenfold, and scourge that wisdom back ta hell, 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 9J5 
Can equal anger infinite provokM. 
But wncrefore thou alone ? wherefore with thee 
Came not all hell broke loose ? is pain to them 
Less pain, less to be fled ? or thou than they 
Less hardy to endure ? Courageous chief, 920 

The first in flight from pain, hadst thou alleged 
To thy deserted host this cause of flight, 
rhou surely hadst not come sole fugitive." * 

To which the fiend thus answered, firowning stern : 
" Not that I less endure, or shrink from pain, 925 
Insulting angel : well thou know*st I stood 
Thy fiercest, when in battle to thy aid 
The bletsting vollied thunder made all speed, 
And seconded thy else not dreaded specur: 
But still thy words at random, as beu)re, 930 

Argue thy inexperience what behoves, 
From hard assays and ill successes past, 
A faithful leader, not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger by himself untried . 
I, therefore, I alone first undertook 935 

To wing the desolate abyss, and spy 
This new created world, whereof m hell ' 

Fam6 is not silent, here in hope to find 
Better abode, and my atHictca jxjwers 
To settle here on earth, or in mid air ; 940 

Though for possession put to try once more 
What thou and thy gay legions dure against , 
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Whose ea«5'cr business were to serve their Lord 
Hij^h up in heaven, with son^s to hymn his throne, 
Arid practised distances to cnnge, not fight.** i)45 

To whrm the warrior angel soon replied : 
" To say and straiglit unsay, pretending first 
Wise to fly pain, professing next the spy, 
Armies no 'eader out a liar traced, 
Satan, and cou^dst thou faithful add ? O name 950- 
O sacred name of faithfulness profanM ! 
Faithful to whom ? to thy rebellious crew ? 
Army of fiends, fit body to fit head. 
Was this your discipline and faith enc:ag*d, 
Y'oiir military obedience, to dissolve 956 

Allegiance to th' acknowledged power supreme ? 
And thou, sly hypocrite ! who now wouldst seem 



PatYon ftf liberty, who more than thou 
■*Once fnwn'd and cringed, an 



and servilely ador*fl 
Heaven's awful monarch ? wherefore, butin hope 
To dispossess him, and thyself to reign ? 961 

But murk what I arced tkce now — Avaunt; 
Fly thither whence tl^ou fledst : iffrom this hour 
Within these hallow'd limits thou appear, 
Back to th' infernal pit t drag thee chained, 965 

And seal ti^e^ so, as henceforth not .^o scorn 
The facile gates of hell too slightly barr*d.*' 

* 
So threatened he ; but Satan to no threats 
Gave heed, but waxing more in rage, replied : 

** Then when I am thy captive talk of chains^ 970 
Proud limitary cherub, but ere then 
Par heavier load tnyself expect to feel 
From my prevailing arm : tliou^h heaven's King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers, 
Us'd to the yoke, draw'st his triumphant wheels 97ft 
In progress through the road of heaven star-pa v*d.^ 

While thus he snake, th' angelic squadron brighl 
Tum'd fiery red, snarp'ning in mooned horns 
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported sfiears, as thick as when a field 990 
Of Ceres ripe for harvest waving bends 
Her bearded groves of ears, which way the wind 
8way« them ; the careful plouglunan doubting standi 

9« 
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Lest on the threshing-floor his hopeful sneaves 
Prove chaff. On th* other side, Satan, alarmed, 085 
Collecting all his might, dilated stood, 
Like TenerifT or Atlas unremovM : 
His stature reachM the sky, and on his crest 
Sat horror plum*d ; nor wanted in his grasp 
What seem'd both spear and shield. Now dreadJTul 
deeds 990 

Mieht have ensuM : nor only Paradise 
In uiis coramotion, out the starry cope 
Of heaveh perhaps, or all the elernents, 
At least haa gone to wrack, disturbM, and torn 
With violence of this conflict, had not soon 995 

Th' Eternal^ to prevent such horrid fray, 
liun§ forth in heaven his golden scales, yet seen 
Betwixt Astrea and the Scorpion sign^ 
Wherein all things created first he weighM, « 

The pendulous round earth with balanc'd air 1000 
In counterpoise, now ponder^all events, 
E^ttles and realms : in these he put two weights, 
The sequel each of parting and of flo^ht ; 
The latter quick up flew, and kick'dthe beam ; 
Which Gawiel spying, thu< bespake the fiend : 1005 

* Satan, I know thy strength, And thoiv know'sT 

mine, 
Neithe? our own,,but given ; what folly then 
To boast what arms can do ? since thine no more 
Than heaven permits, nor mine, tho' doubled now 
To trample thee as mire : for proof look up, 1010 
And read thy lot in yon celestial sign, * 

Where thou art weighM, and shown how light, how ' 

weak, 
If thou resist.** The fiend look*d up, and knew 
Hirmountcd scale alofl : nor more: but fled 1014 
Itnnn'ring, and with him fled the shades of nighu 
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TRK AROOMBNT. 

MomiHg mpprwaehed^ Eve retaitt to Adam her troMi^ 
tome dream ; he likes it 'not, yet comjorts her, The^* 
com* forth tc thdr day^liAours : their momtHf hynm 
at the door of their bower, O^d, to retuler man t»»' 
exensablef tendt Raphael to admonith him /^ km* 
obedience ; of hi* free estate ; of hit enetny near at 
kand^ who he it, and why hu enemy ; and whateoes 
else may aoail Adam to fcnoto. Raphael comet down 
to Paradise : his appearance described ; his comint 
diteorned by Adam afar off tttiinf atlhe door of hu 
bower; he goet out to meet hinty brittfohim to kU 
lodge, entttiaint him with the ehcieett fruitt of Parth 
4i»e tat iof^ether by Eve; their ditcourte at tablt. 
Raphael performs hit mestagOy niindt Adam of Ate 
ttate and of hit enemy ; relatet, at Adam^t repsest^ 
who that eiiemy it, and hoio he canu to besoy beginning 
from his first revolt in heavenj and the occasion thtra^ 
of; hoio he drew hie legions after hbn to the parts of 
the north, and there iticited them to rebd with himi 
permuuUng aU butotdy Abdiel, a teraph, who t*^ 
argument dztm*adu and oppotet Asm, then fortakti 
him. 



Kow Mom, her rosy steps in th' easteni diimr 
AdTancinj^, 8ow*d the edirth with orient pearly 
When Adam wakM, so customed, for his sleep 
Was airy-light, from pure digrstiofi bred, 
A.nd temp'rat6 va|X)urs hiand, whidi th' only sound ' 
Df lea I es and fiimini; rills, Aurora*s fiu\ 6' 
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Lightly dispersM, and the shrill matin song 

Of birds on every bough : so much the more 

His wonder was to find un wakened Eve 

With tresses disr/>mpos'd, and glowing eheek, 10 

As through uiiquiet rest : he,' on his side 

Leaning half r9i9*d,.Mnth looks of eorilkil k>Tey 

Hung over her enamour'd ; and beheid 

Beauty, which, whether waking or asleep^ 

Shot Torth peculiar graces ; then, with voice 15 

Mild as when Zeph^^nlb on Flora bre^fthes, 

Her hand soft touching, whisper'd thus : '* Awake^ 

My direst, my espoused, my latest found. 

Heaven's last best |pift,.my ever now delight ! 

Awake ; the mornmg shines and the fresh field 90 

CaHs us ; we lose the prime, to mark liow «prii% * 

Qiir tended plants, how blows the citron grove. 

What drops the myrrh, and what (he balmy re^ 

How nature paints her colours, how the bee 

Sits on the bloom extracting liquid eweeL" 25 

Such whiep'ring wak'd her, but with startled eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus she spake : 

^ O sole, in whom my thoughts find aU repose^ 
My gtory, roT perfection ! glsul I see 
Thy face and room rtstum'd; for I this night 30 
(Such night till this, I never pas8,d) have dreamed, 
ff dreamed, not, »8 I oft am wont, of thee. 
Works of day past, or morrow^s nextdesign. 
But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this' irksome night. Methought ^ 
Close at mine ear one calPd me forth to walk 
With gentle voice ; I thought it thine ; it said, 
Why Seep'st thou, Cve T now is the pleasant timek 
l*he cool, the sihrnt^ save witere silence yields 
To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 40 
Tunes sweetest his love-labour'd song ; now reigna 
Full orb'd the moon, and ^hh more pleasing ligm 
Shadowy sets off the face of thii:^ ; in vain. 
If none regiird ; heaviin wakes with all hia eyea^ 
Whom to behold but thee, nature's desire ? 4A 

In whose sight hll things joy, with ravishment 
Attracted by the beauty still to meb 
I inee a» At thy call, but found thee nol : 
IPo find thee Idireoted then my walk; 
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And OIL niethought, alone 1 pass'd through vayi M 

Tjiat fjrought me on a sudden to the tree 

Of interdicted knowledge : fair it seem*d, 

Much fairer to my fancy than by day ; 

And, as I wohd'nng looked, beside it stood 

One shap'd and wing*d like one of those fitxn heavai 

By us on seen : his dewy locks distiUM 56 

Ambrosia ; on that tree ne also gar'd; 

And, * O fair plant,' said he, * wiih fruit surcharged. 

Deigns none to ease thy load and taste thy sweet f 

Nor God, nor man ? is knowled^ so despis'd ? 60 

Or envy, or what reserve, forbids to taste ? 

Forbid who will, none shall from me withhold 

Longer thy offered good ; why else set here 7' 

This said ne paused not, but with vent'rous arm 

He pluck*d, he tasted ; me damp horror chillM 66 

At such bold words, vouched with a deed so bold : 

But he thus, overjoy 'd ; * O fruit divine, 

Sweet of thyself, but much more sweet thus cropt, 

Forbid(len here, it seems as only fit 

For gods, yet able to makr. g^ods of men : 7D 

And why not gods of men, since good, the more 

Communicated, more abundant grows, 

The author not impaired, but honour*d more 7 

Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve, 

Partake thou also ; happy though thou art, 75 

Happier thou may'st bis, worthier canst not be : 

Take this, and be hencefofih among the gods, 

Thyself a goddess, not to earth connn*d. 

But sometimes in the air, as we, sometimes 

Ascend to heaven, by merit thine, and see 80 

What life the gods live there, and such- live thou.' 

So saying, he drew nigh, and to me held. 

Even to my mouth of that same fruit held part 

Which he had pluck'd ; the pleasant savoury smell 

So auicken*d appetite, that 1, methought, 86 

Could not but taste. Forthwith up to the clouds 

With him I flew, and underneath oeheld 

The earth outstretched immense, a prospect wide 

Ana various : wonderiT^ at my flight and change . 

To this high exaltatioii ; suddenly 90 

My guide was gone, and I, methought, simk down. 

And fell asleep ; but O huw t^lad 1 wak'd 

1 ■> find this but a dream .*' Thus Eve her night 

Related, and thus Adaiii answer'd sad ; 



10)6 



^^Al^ADlSE LOST. {0opl r 



** Best image oC myself and dearer half, 95 

The trouble of thy thouglits this night in sleep 
Affects me equally ; nor can I like 
This uncouth dream, of evil sprung I feau*; 
Yet evil wkence ? in thee can harbour none, . 
preated pure. But know, that in the soul 100 

Are many lesser faculties, that serve 
Reason as chief; among these Fancy next 
Her ofHce holds ; of all external things, 
^Thich the five watchful senses represent, 
$he forms imaginations, airy sha|>es, 105 

Which Reason, joining or disjoining, frames 
All what we affirm'or what deny, and call 
Oil! knowledge or opinion ; then retires 
Into her private cell when nature rests. 
Oft in her absence mimic Fancy wakes 110 

To imitate her.; but misjoining shapes, 
Wild work produces oft, and most m dreams, 
ni matching words and deeds Irmg past or late. 
Sompe such resemblances melhinks I tind 
.Of our Isist evening*9 talk in this thy dream, 116 

Bin with addition strange : yet be not sad : 
Evil into the mind of God or man 
May come and go, so unapproved, and leave 
No spot or blame behind : which gives me hope, 
That what in sleep thou didst abhor to dream, 120 
Wakine thou never wilt consent to do. 
Be not dishearten'd then, nor cloud those looks, 
That wont to be more cheerful and serene, 
Than when fair morning first smiles on the world j 
And let us to our fresh employments rise, 125 

Among the groves, the fountains, and the flowers, 
That open now their choicest bosom'd smells, 
ReservM from night, and kept for thee in store.** 

So cheerM he his fair spouse, and she was cheer'd ; 
But silently a gentle tear let fall 136 

Prom either eye, and wip'd them with her hair ; 
Two other precious drojw that readv stood, 
Each in their crystal sluice, he ere tney fell 
K.iss*d, as the gracious signs of sweet remorse 
And pious awe, that fear'd to have offended. 13S 

So all was clear'd, and to the field they haste. 
Bat first, from under snadv arborous roo^ 
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-' 
Soon as thejr forth' were come to open 8!g;ht 
Of day-springy and the sun, who scarce up-riseily 
With wheels yet hov'ring o*er the ocean orim, 14(ll 
Shoj parallel to th' earth his dewy ray, 
Discov'ring in wide landscape all the east 
Of Paradise and Eden's happy plaiAs, 
Lowly they bow*d adoring, and began 
Their oi^isons, each morning duly paid 145 

In various style; for neither various style 
Nor holy rapture wanted they to praise 
Their Maker, in fit strains pronouncM or song 
Unmeditated, such prompt eloquence 
Flow'd from their lips, in prose or numerous^vene ; 
More tunable than ncedecl lute or harp ' " 1S| 
To add more sweetness ; and they thus began ; 

" These are thy g:lorious works, Parent of Good! , 
Almighty ! thine this universal frame. 
Thus wondrous fair-; thyself how wondrous then ! . 
Unspeakable, who sittM above these heavens 150. 
lb us invisible, or dimly seen ., 

In these thy lowest works ; yet these declare 
Thy goodness beyond thought, and power divine. , . 
Speak, ye who best can tell, ye sons of light, \6Q\ 
Anffel* ; for ye behold him, and with songs 
And choral symphonies, day without night, ' \ 

Circle his tjljrone rejoicing ; ye in heaven : ; 

On earth jom all ye creatures, to extol 
Him first, him last, him midst, and without end. 1^ 
Fairest of stars, last in the train of night, , 

If better thou belong not to the dawn, 
Sure pledge of day, that crown'st the smiling mom . 
With' thy. bright circlet, praise him in thy sphere, 
While day arises, that sweet hour of prime. 170. 

Thou sun, of this great world both eye and soul, 
Acknowledge him thy greater, sound his praise 
In thy e'erhal course, both ^hen thou climb'st. 
And when htghnoort hastgainM, and when thou ftilfti^' 
Moon that now meet'st the orient sun, now fliest 175, 
With' the fix'd stars, fix*d in their orb that flies ; 
And ye five other wahd*ring fires, that move 
In mystic daiice, not without song, rewound 
His praise, who out of darkness call'd up fi^t. ' ', 
A if, and y^ Elements, the eldest birth ' ISO' 
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Of Nature's womb, that in quaternion run 

Perpetual circle, multiform ; and mix, 

Ana nourish all thinss ; let your ceaseless change 

Vary to our great Maimer still new praise. 

Ye mists an<f exhalations, that now rise 185 

Prom hill or steaming lake, dusky or §rey. 

Till the sun paint your fleecy skirts with gold, 

Itt honour to the world's, gi*eat Author rise ; 

Whether to deck with clouds th* uncolour'd sky. 

Or wet the thirsty earth with falling showers, 190 

Rising or falling still advance his praise. 

His praise, ye winds, that from four quarters Uow, 

Breatlie soft or loud ; and wave your to^ ye pinea| 

With every plant, in sign of worship wave, 

f*ountains, and ye that warble, as ye flow, 19& 

Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praise. 

Join voices all ye living souls ; ye birds. 

That singing up to heaven-gate ascend. 

Bear on your wings and in your Qotes his praise. 

Ye that m watirs glide, and ye that walk to> 

The earth, and stately tread, or lowly cree]^ 

Witness if I be silent, morn or even. 

To hill or valley, fountain or fresh shade. 

Made vocal by my song, and taught his praise. 

Hail, universal Lord ! be bounteous still ftO$ 

To give us only good ; and, if the night 

Have gathered ought of evil, or conceaPd, 

Disperse it, as now light dispels the dark !" 

So pray'd they, innocent ; and to their thoughta 
Finn peace recover^ soon, and wonted calm. 810 
On to their morning's rural work tliey haste, 
Amon^ sweet dews and flowers ; where any row 
Of fruit-trees over- woody reached too far 
Their pamperM boughs, and needed hands to citeck 
Fruitless embraces : or they led the vine 81 S 

To wed her elm ; she spous'd about him twines 
Her marriageable arms, and witli her brings 
Her dower, th' adopted clusters, to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus employ'd behekl 
With pity heaven's high Kinr, and to him call'd 
Raphael, the sociable cfpirit, that deign'd 
To travel with Tobias, and secur'd 
Bm marriage wi^ tba seventimes^wedded JBBaid, 
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^* Rap]ia«] ,'* said he, " thou hear'st what ttur on 
earth 
Satan, from hell scap'd throufifh tlie darksome gulf 
Hath rais'd^in Paradise, and how disturbed $d€ 

This night the human pair ; how he designs 
fn them at once to ruin all mankind. 
3o, therefore, half this day as friend with friend 
Converse with Axlam, in what bower or shade 230, 
ThDu find'st him, from the heat of noon retired* 
To respite his day-labour with repast, 
Or witn repose ; and such discoturse bring on. 
As may advise him of his happy state, 
Happiness in his power left free to will, 
Leu to his own free will ; his will, though freo. 
Yet mutable ; whence warn him to beware 
He swerve not, too secure : tell him withal, 
His dansrer, and from whom ; what enemy. 
Late fallen himself from heaven, is plotting now S40 
The fall of others from like state of cliss ; 
By violence ? no, for that shall ue withstood ; 
But by deceit and lies : this let him know, 
Lest wilfully transgressing he pretend 
Surprisal, unadmonish'd, unforcwarnM." S4^ 

So spake th' eternal Father, and fulfilPd 
All justice : nor delayed the wingM saint 
After his charge receivM ; but from among 
Thousand celestial ardours, where he stocS 
Veil'd with gorgeous wings, up spri.iging light, 850 
Flew thrc»* the midst of heaven ; th* angelic choirs . 
On each hand parting, to his speed ffave way 
Through all the empyreal road ; till at the gats 
Of heaven arriv'd, the gate self-open'd wide. 
On golden hinges turning, as by work 855 

Divine the sovereign Architect nad fram'd. 
Prom hence, no cloud, or, to obstruct his sight, 
Star interposM, however small, he sees. 
Not uncouform to other shining globes, 
Iflarth, and the garden of God, with cedars crowned 
Above all liilis. As when by night the glass 86J 
Of Galileo, less assured, observes 
tmagin'd laiKls and regions in tne moon ; • 

Or pilot, from amidst the Cycladcs, 
Delos or Samos first appearing, kens ^ 
A doudy spou Down thiuier prone in flans 

10 
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He speeds, and throug;h the vast ethereal fky 

Saib between worlds and worlds ; with steady wing 

Now on the polar winds, then with (}uick fan 

Winnows tiie buxom air ; till, within soar 270 

Of towering eagles, t* all the fowls he seems 

A phoenix, gaz'd by all, as that sole bird, 

Wnen to inshrine nis reliques in the sun's 

Bright temple, to Egypiisn Thebes he flies. 

At once on th' eastern cliff of Paradise 275 

He lights, iuid to his proper shape returns, 

A seraph wingM ; six wmgs he wore to shade 

His lineaments dirine ; the pair that clad 

Each shoulder broad, came mantling o'er his breast 

With regal ornament ; the middle pair 280 

Girt like a starry zone his waist, and round 

Skirted his loins and thighs with downy G;old 

And colours dipp'd in heaven ; the third his feet 

Shadow'd from either heel with feather'd mail, 

Sky-tincturM grain. Like Maia^s son he stood, 285 

And shook his plumes, that heavenly fram.nce fill d 

The circuit wide. Straight knew him all the band<^ 

Of angels under watch ; and to his state, 

And to his message high, in honour rise ; 289 

For on some message high they guess'd him bound. 

Their glitteringitents he pass'd, and now is come 

Into the blissful field, through groves of mjnrrh. 

And flowering odours, cassia, nard, and balm ; 

A wildness of sweets ; for Nature here 

Wanton'd as in h.er prime, and play'd at will 295 

Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more sweet, 

Wild above rule or art ; enormous bliss. 

Him, through the spicy forest onward come, 

Adam discerned, as in the door he sat 

Of his cool bower, while now the mounted sun 30C 

Shot down* direct his fervid rays to warm 

EUirth's inmost womb, more warmth than Adam 

needs : 
And Eye within, due atrher hour, prepared 
for dinner savoury fi-uits, of taste to please 
True appetite, and not disrelish thirst 30& 

Of nect'rous draughts between, from milky stream. 
Berry or grape ; to whom thus Adam calf'd : ' 

^^ Haste hither. Eve, and, worth iny sight, behokl. 
Eastward among those trees, what glorious shape. 



Coek v.] PARADISE LOST. Ill 

Comes this way moving ; seems another mom 310 
Risen pn mid-noon : some great behest from hea? ett 
To us perhaps he brings, and will vouchsafe 
I'his cky to oe Our gu^4t. But go with speed, 
And what thy stores contain brin^ forth, and pour 
Abundance, nt to honour and receive 315 

Our heavenly stranger : well we may afford 
Our givers their own gifts, and large oostow 
From large bestow'd, where nature multiplies 
Ber fertile growth, and by disburdening grows 
More fruitful, which instructs us not to spare.** 380 

To whom thus Eve: ^'Axiam, earth's hallow'd 
miuld, * 

Of God insp'r^d, small store will serve, where stoirs 
All seasonsl ripe for use hangs on the staJk ; 
Save what by frugal storing firmness gains 
To nourish, and superfluous moist eonsumes : 385 
But I will haste, and from each bouglT and brake, 
Each plant and juiciest gourd, will pluck such choios 
To entertain our angel guest, as he 
Beholding shall confess, that here on earth 
God hath dispensed his bounties as in heaven*" 330 

So saying, with despatchful looks in haste 
She turns, on hospitable thoughts intent 
Wliat choice to cJioose for delicacy best ; 
What order, so contriv'd as not to mix 
Tastes, not well joined, inelegant, but bring 335 
Taste after taste, upheld with kindliest change : 
I Bestirs her then, and from each tender stalk 
Whatever earth, all bearing mother, yields 
In India E^t or West, or middle shore 
In Pontus, or the Punic coast, or where 340 

Alcinous reign'd, fruit of all kinds in coat 
Rough or smooth rind, or bearded husk, or sheil^ 
She gathers, tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unsparing hand ; for drink the grape 
She crushes, inoffensive must, and meathes 345 

From niuny a berry ; and from sweet kernels pressed 
She tempers dulcet creams ; nor these to hold 
Wants her fit vessels pure ; then strews the ground 
With rose and odours from the shrub unAim*d. 

Aleanwhile our prir^tive great sire, to mMt 3fiO 
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His godlike guest, walks forth, without more train 
Aoeorapanied than with his own complete 
Perfections : in himself was ail his ^tate, 
More solemn than the tedious ^mp that waits 
On princes^ when their rich retmuc lon^ 3&5 

Of horses led, and 'grooms besmear'd with gold, * 
Dazzles the crowd, and sets them all agape. 
Nearer his presence Adam, though not awed, 
Yet with submiss ap^oaeh^ and reverence meek, 
As to a superior nature, bowing low 360 

Thus said ; " Native of heaven ! for other place 
None can than heaven such glorious shape contain ; 
Since, by descending from the thrones above, 
Those happy places thou hast df;ign'd awhile 
To want, and honour these, vouchsafe with us 365 
Two only, who yet by sovereign gift possess 
This spacious eround, in yonder shady bower 
To rest, and what the ^raen choicest bears 
To sit and taste, till this meridian heat 
Ba ovet^ and the sun more cool decline.** 370 

WTiom thusth' angelicvirtue answer'd mild : 
Adam ! I therefore came ; nor art thou such 
Created, or such place hast here to dwell. 
As may not oft invite, though spirits of heaven, 
To visit thee .- lead on then where thy bower 375 
0*ershades ; for these midhours, till evening rise, 
I have at will.*? So to the sylvan lodge 
They came, thdt like Pomona*s arbour srail'd 
With ^werets deck'd and fragrant smells ^ but Eve, 
Undeck'd save with herself, more lovely fair 380 
Than wood^^iymph, or the fairest goddess feigned 
Of three that m mount Ida naked strove. 
Stood to entertain her guest from heaven : no veil 
'She neededj virtue proof ; no thought infirm 
Altered- her cheek. On whom the angel * Hail' 385 
Bestowed) the holy salutation us'd 
Long afker to bless'd Mary, second Eve. 

' '** Hatl^ mother of mankind I whose fruitful «raiiib 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thysnna.* 
fhaH' with these various fruits the trees of God 390 
Have4i^apM thin table.** Rais*d of grassy turf ■. . 
Their table was, and mossy seats had round ; 
And oa her 'aknpie square from side to aide 
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A.11 iMitumn pil'd, though spring and fiutumn here. 
Danc'd hand in hand. A vhile discourse they hold. 
No fear lest dinner cool ; when thus began 396 

Our author : ** Heavemy stranger ! pleas'd to taste* 
These bounties, which our nnurisher, from whom 
All perfect good, unmeasur'd out, descends 
To us for food and for delight, hath caus'd 400 

Th' eanh to yield ; unsavoury food perhaps 
To spiritual natures ; oiriy this I know, 
That one celestial Father gives to alL" 

To whom the angel : ** Therefore what he gives 
(Whose praise be over sun^ ! ) to man in part 406 
Spiritual, may of purest spirits be found 
No in^ufiil food: and food alike those puro 
Intelligential substances require. \ 
As doth your rational ; ana botn contain 
Within tnem every lower faculty 410 

Of sense, whereby they hear, see, smell, touch, taste ^ 
Tasting concoct, digest, assimilate. 
And corporeal to incorporeal turn. ' 

For know, whatever was created, needs 
To be sustained and fed ; of elements, 415 

The grosser feeds the purer, earth the se^ 
Earth and the sea feed air^ the air those fires 
Ethereal, and, as lowest, first the moon; 
Whence in her visage round, those spots unpurg'd 
Vapours not yet into her substance tum'd. 4S0 

Nor doth the moon no nourishment exhale 
From her moist continent to higher orbs. 
The sun, that light imparts to all, receives 
From all his alimental recompense 
(n humid exhalations ; and at even 435 

Sups with the ocean. Though in heaven the trees 
Of life ambrosial fruitage bear, and vines 
Vield nectar; tho' from off the boughs each mom 
We brush mellifluous dews, and find the ground 
Covered with peariy grain: yet God hath here 490 
Varied his bounty so with new delrehts, 
As may compare with h^ven ; ana to taste 
Think not I shall be nice.'* So down they lat, 
And to their viands fell ; nor seemingly 
The angelf nor in mist, the common gfoss 439 

Of theologians, but with keen despatch 
Of real hunger, and coneoGiive heal 

10« 
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To transubsUntiate ; what redounds, transpiras: ' 

Through spirits with ease ; nor wonder, if by 'fine - 

Of sooty coal, th^ empiric alchemist 440 

Can turn, or holds it possible to turn, 

Metals of drossiest ore to perfect gold. 

As from (he mine. Meanwhile at table^re 

MinisterM naked, and their flowing ciijia 

With pleasant liquors crown*d. O innocence 445 

Deserving Paradise! if ever, then. 

Then had the 90ns of God excuse to have been 

Enamour'd at that si^ht ; but in those hearts 

Love unlibidinoua rei^oM, nor jealousy 

.Was understood, the mjur^d lover's heU. 450 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had sufficed 
Not burdened nature, sudden mind arose 
In Adsim, not to let tli' occasion pass, 
Orven him by this great conference, to know 
Of things above this world, and of their being 455 
Who dwell in heaven, whose excellence he saw 
Transcend his own so far, whose radiant forms 
Divine effulgence, whose high power so far 
GlQceeded human, and his wary speech 
Thus to th' empyreal minister he fram'd ; 400 

** Inhabitant with God ! now know I weJ 
Thy favour, in this honour done U> mui, 
Under whose lowly roof thou hast voudtsaTd 
To enter, and these earthly fruits to taste. 
Food not of angels, yet accepted so, 465 

As that more wiilingly thou couldst not seem 
At heaven's high .feasts to have fed: yet what 
compare ?'* 

To whom .the .winded hierarch replied : ^ 

^'O Adan^l one almighty is, from whom 
All tbing».proceed, and up to him return, 470 

If not d^NravM from good, created aU 
Such to perfection, one fiict mattei all, 
Endued with various forms various degrees 
Of substance, andyin things that live, of life; 
But more refin'd, morespiritous, and pure, 47S 

As:nearert9 him placed, or nearer tending, 
Each in their several active spheres assign' 
Till body up to SRirit work, m boimda 
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Proportioned to each kind. So from die root 
Spritigs lighter the green stalk, from thence the 
leaves 480 

More airy, last the bright ooi\pttmmate flower 
Spirits oaorous breathes : flowers and their fruit, 
Man's nourishment, by gradual scale 8ublim*d, 
The vital spirits aspire, to animal, 
To intellectual ; give both life and sense, 465 

Fancy and understanding ; whcQce the soul 
Reason receives, and reason is her being, 
Discoursive, or intuitive ; discourse 
Is oftest yours, the latter most is ours, 
Differing but in degree, of kind the same. 490 

Wonder not, then, what God fbr you saw good 
h i refuse not, but convert, as you. 
To proper substance: time may come, when men 
With angels may participate; and find 
No inconvenient diet, nor loo light ftire ; 49fc 

And from rhese corporal nutriments perhaps 
Your bodies nitay at last turn ail to spirit, 
Improv'd by tract of time, and wingM ascend 
Ethereal, as we, or may at choice 
Here oi' in heavenly Paradises dwell; . 50l> 

if ye be found obedient, and retain 
Unalterably firtn his love entire. 
Whose progeny you are. Meanwhile enjoy 
Your fill what nappiness this happy state 
Can comprehend, incapable of more.'* 506 

To whom the patriarch of mankind replied t 
^ O favourable spirit, propitious guest ! 
Well hast tliou taught the way that might direct 
Our knowledge, and the scale of nature set 
From centre to circumference, whereon, 510 

In contemplation of created things. 
By sf'.ps we may ascend to God. 6ut jsay. 
What /neant that caution ioin'd, ' If ye be found 
Obedient?* can we want ooedience then 
To him, or post iVjly his Iotc desert, 515 

WhoformM u** from the dust, and plac'd*ushet:ei 
Fall to the utmost measure of what bliss 
Buman desires can seek or apprehend ?*' 

To whom the angel : " Son of heaven and earthy 
Attend 1 That thou art happy, owe to God ; 520 
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That thou continuest such, owe to thysi^lf, 

That IS, to thy obedience ; therein stand. 

This was that caution given thee ; be advis'd. 

God .nade thee perfect, not immutable ; 

And good he made thee, but to perseyere SSUi 

He left it in thy poy^er ; ordain'd thy wiU 

By nature free, not overrul'd by fate 

Inextricable, or stiict necessity : 

Our voluntary service he requires, 

Not our necessitated ; such with him 690 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how 

Can hearts not free b^ tried whether they serve 

Willing or no, who will but what they must 

By destiny, and can no other choose ? 

Myself, and all th' angelic host that stand 6S5 

In sight of Grod enthroned, our happy state 

Holc^ as you yours, while our obedience holdf ; 

On other surety none ; freely we serve, 

Because we freely love, as in our will 

Xo love or not ; in this we stand or fall : 640 

nd some are fallen, to disobedience fallen, . 
And so from heaven to deepest hell ; O fiiU 
Wtam what high state of bbss into what wo I** 

To whom our ^at progenitor : *' Thy words 
Attentive^ and with more delighted ear 645 

Divine instructor, I have heard, than when 
CherubiA songs by night from neighboring hiUi 
Aerial music send : nor knew 1 not 
To be both will and deed created free ; 
Yet that we never shall forget to love 550 

Our Maker, and obey him, whose command 
Single is yet so iust, my constant thought! 
Aseur'd me, ana still assure : tho* what thou teiPst 
Hath passed in heaven, some doubt within me miive, 
But more desire to hear, if thou consent, 656 

The full relation, which must needs be strange^ 
Worthy of sacred silence to be heard ; 
And we have yet large day, for scarce the sun 
Hath finished naif his journey, and scarce begiae 
His other half in the great z<me of heaven." 560 

Thus Adam made request ; and Raphael| 
After short pause aasentuifu thus befcan * 
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^Hi^h matter thou enjoin'st me, O prime cf men ! 
Sad task and hard ; for how shall I reiate 
To human sense th' invisible exploits 5<S5 

Of warring spirits ? how, without remorse, 
The ruin of so niany, glorious once, 
And perfect while they stood ? how, last, unfold 
The secrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal ? yet for thy good 570 

This is dispcnsM ; and M'hat surmounts the reach 
Of human sense, I shall delineate so. 
By likening spiiitual to corporal forms. 
As may express them best ; though what if earth 
Be but the shadow of heaven, and thin^ therein, 575 
Each to other like, more than on earth is thought? 

** As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 
Reign*d where these heavens now roll, where earth 

now rests 
Upon her centre pois'd ; when, on a day, 
(For time, though in eternity, applied 680 

To motion, measures all things durable 
By present^ past, and future,) on such day 
A^ heaven's great year brings forth, th' empyreal host 
Of angels, by imperial summons call'd. 
Innumerable, before th' Almighty's throne 585 

Forthwith from all the ends of heaven app^ar'd 
Under rheir hierarchs in orders bright : 
l*ien thousand thousand ensigns high advanced, 
Standards and ^nfalons Hwixt van and rear, 
Stream in the air, and for distinction serve 690 

Of hierarchies, 6f orders, and degrees: 
Or in their glittering tissues bear embfaz'd 
H)ly memorials, acts of zeal and love # 

Recorded eminent. Thus, when in orbs 
Of circuit inexpressible they stood, 596 

Orb within orb, the Father infinite. 
By whom in bliss imbosom'd sat the Son, 
Amidst, as from a fiamii^ mount, whose top 
Brightness had made invisible, thus spake : 

" * Hear, all ye angels, progeny of light, 600 

Thrones, dominations, pnnceuoms, virtues, powcts I 
Hear my decree, which unrevoked shall stand. 
This day I have begot whom I declare 
My only Son, and on thi« holv hill 
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Elim have anointed^ whom ye now behold 605 

At my right hand ; your head I him appoir.t ; 

And by myself have sworn, to him shall bow 

All knees m heaven, and shall confess him Lord . 

Under lis great vicegerent reign abide ~ 

United its one individual soul, 610 

For ever happyl Him who disobeys, ^ 

Me disobeys, breaks union, and that daj, 

Cast out from God aujd blessed vision, falls 

[nto utter darkness, deep ingulf'd, his plact 

Ordain'd, without redemption, without end- 61 S 

" So spake th' Omnipotent^ and with hi& words 
All seemM well pleas'd ; all seem'd, but were not alU 
That day, as other solemn days, they spent 
In son£, and dance about the sacred h^l ; 
Mystical dance ! which yonder starry sphere 699 
Of^ planets and of fix'd in a)l her wheels 
Resembles nearest, mazes intricate, 
Eccentric, intervolv'd, yet regular 
Then most, when most irregular they seem 
And in their motions harmony divine 625 

So smooths her charming tones, that God's own ear 
Listens delighted. Evening now approached 
(For we have also our evening and our morn, 
We ours for change delectable, not need ;) 
Forthwith from dance to sweet repast they turn 63<l 
Desirous ; all in circles as they stood, * 

Tables are set, and on a sudden pilM 
With an^ePs food, and rubied nectar flows 
In pearl, m diamond, and massy gold, 
Fruit of delicious vines, the growth of heaven. 635 
On flowers rcpos'd, and with fresh flowerets crown'd* 
They eat, they drink, and in communion sweet 
Ctuaff immortality and joy, secure 
Of surfeit, where full measure only bounds 
EIxcoss, before the all bounteous King, who shower'd 
With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 641 

Now, when ambrosial night with clouds 6xhal*d 
From that high mount of God, whence light and 

shade 
Spring both, the- face of brijs^htest heaven had chang'd 
To grateful twilight, (for night comes not there 646 
In darker veil,) and roseate dews disposed 
All but th' unsleeping eyes >f God to rest ; 
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T^de over all the plain, and wider far 
Than all this globous earth in nlain outspread, 
(Such are the courts of God,) Ui' angelic throng, 650 
Dispersed in bands and files, their camp extend 
By liiring streams among the trees of life, 
Pavilions numberless, and sudden rear'd, 
Celestial tabernacles, where they slept 
Fann'd with cool winds, save those who in their course 
Melodious hymns alx>ut the sovereign tlirone 656 
Alternate allni^ht long: but not so wak'd 
Satan (so call him now, his former name 
Is heard no more in heaven ;) he of the first, 
If not the first archan^l, great in power, 6fi(* 

f n favour and pre-eminence, yet fkiu^ht 
With envy against the Son of God, thai day 
Honour'd oy nis great Father, and proclaimed 
Messiah, King anointed, could not bear, 664 

Thro' pride that sight, and thought himself impaired. 
Deep malice thence conceiving, and disdain. 
Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour 
Friendliest to sleep and silence, he resolved 
With all his legions to dislodge, and leave 
Unworshipp'd, unobey'd the throne supreme, 67C 
Contemptuous, and his next suliordinate 
A wak'ning, thus to him in secret spake : 

'* * Sleep'st thou, companion dear ! what sleep cHn 

close 
Thy eye-lids ? and remember'st what decree 
Of yesterday, so late hathjpass'd the lips 673 

Of heaven's Almighty. Thou to me thy thoughts 
Wast wont, I mine to thee was wont t* impart ; 
Both waking we were one ; how then can now 
Thy sleep dissent ? New laws thou seest impos'i ; 
r^ew laws from him who reigns, new minds may 

raise ^ 6Si) 

(n us who serve, new counsels, to debate 
What doubtful may ensue : more in this place 
To utter is not safe. Assemble thou 
Of all those myriads which we lead the chief; 
Tell thrni that by command, ere yet dim night 695 
Her shadowy cloud withdraws, I am to haste. 
And all who under me their banners wave. 
Homeward with flying march where we possess 
The quarters of the north i there to prepare 
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Fit entertainment to receive our King, 680 

The great Messiah, and his new commands. 
Who speedily through a)l the hierarchies 
Intends to pass triumphant, and give laws.' 

*' So spake the false archangel, and inf js'd 
Bad influence into th' unweary breast 696 

Of his associate : he together calls, 
Or several one by one, the regent powers. 
Under him regent ; tells, as he was taught. 
That, the Most High commanding, now ere nignt, 
Now ere dim night had disincumberM hcavcny 700 
The great hierarchal standard was to move; • 
Tells the suggested cause, and casts between 
Ambiguous words and jealousies, to sound 
Or taint integrity. But all obeyed 
The wonted signal, and superior voice 705 

Of their great potentate ; for great indeed 
His name, and high wu his degree in heaven : 
His countenance, as the morning star that guides 
The starry flock, allur'd them, and with lies 
Dre^ after him the third part of heaven's hoet. 710 
Meanwliile th' eternal eye, whose sight discerns 
Abstrusesl thoughts, from forth his holy mount, 
And from within the golden lamps that bum 
Nig^htly before him, saw, without their light, 
Rebellion rising ; saw, in whom, how spi^ead 71 h 
Amonff the sons of morn, what multitudes 
Were T>and«9d to oppose his high decree ; 
And, smiiine, to his only Son thu3 said : 

** * Son ! thou in whom my elory I behold 
In full resplendence. Heir of afi my might, 780 

N^early it now concerns us to be sure 
Of our*omnipotence, and with what arms 
We mean to hold what anciently we claim 
Of deity or empire ; such a foe 
[s rising, who intends to ereet his throne 7t5 

Elqual to ours, throughout the spacious north ; 
Nor po content, hath in his thought to try, 
Id battle, what our power is, or our right 
1 ^t us advise,' and to this hazard draw 
With speed what force is lefl, and all employ 7J0 
In our defence, lest unawares we lose 
llittt our high place, our nnetuary, our hill.* 
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''To whom the Son, with calm aspect and d0MV 
Lightning divine, ineffable, serene, 
MaaeensM^r: * Mightj Father ! th<ni thy foes 79S 
Justly nast in derision, and, secure, 
Laiu;n*st at their vain designs and tumults Tain; 
Matter to me of gk)ry, whom their hate 
niustmtes, when they see ali< regal poMrer 
Given me to quell their pride, and m eyent 740 

Kno «r whether 1 be dext'rous to subdue 
Thy rebels, or be found the worst in heaven.' 

So spake the Son ; but Satan with his powers 
Par was advanced on winged speed, an host 
[nnumerable as the stars of night, 745 

Or stars of morning, dew-drops, which the sun 
Iripearls on every leaf, and every flower. 
Regions they pass'd, the mighty reeencies 
Of seraphim, and potentates, and thrones, 
fn their triple degrees ; regions to which 760 

All thy dominie^ Ad.^ il no mora 
Than what this garden is to all the earth. 
And all the sea, from one entire globose 
Stretch'd into longitude; which, having passed, 
At length into the limits of the north 766 

They came ; and Satan to his royal seat 
High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 
Rais*d on a mount, with pyramids and towers 
From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold; 
l^he palace pf ^eat Lucifer, (so call 760 

That structure m the dialect of men 
Interpreted,) which not long after he, 
AiV^ting all equality with God, 
fn imitation of that mount whereon 
Messiah was deelar'd in sight of heaven. 78^ 

The Mountain oi the Congrefi^tion calPd | 
For thither he assembled all his train, 
Pretending so commanded, to consult 
About the great reception of their King 
Thither to come, ana with calumnious art 770 

Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears: 

''^Thrones, dominations^ ^nneadomi^ ^rirtnef^' 
If tMse magnific titles yet remain 

powers! ' 

Xot merely titular, since by decree 

11 
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Another now hath to himself engross'd 775 

All power, and us eclijM^d, under the name 

Of Kin^ Anointed ; tor whom all this haste 

Of midnight march, and hurriea meeting here ; 

This only to consult how we may best, 

With what may be deris^d of honours new, 780 

Receiye him, coming to reoeiTe from us 

Knee-tribute, yet unpaid ; prostration vile. 

Too much to one^ but double haw endur'd, * 

To one, and to his image now proelaim*d ? 

But what if better counsels might erect 785 

Our minds, and teach us to cast off this ycke 7 

Will ye submit your necks, and choose to bend 

The' supple knee ? Ye will not, if 1 trust 

To know ye right,^ if ye know yourseiyes 

Natives and sons olT heaven, possessed before 790 

By none, and if not equal all, yet free, 

Equally free; for orders and degreNBS 

Jar not with liberty, but well consist. 

Who can m reason then, or right, assume 

Monarchy oyer such as live by right ^ 79£ 

His equals, if in power and splendour less, * 

In freedbm equal ? Or can introduce 

LaMC and edict on us, who without law 

Err not 7 mOch leas for this to be our Lord, 

And look for adoration, to th' abuse 80O 

Of Uiose imperiiil titles, which assert 

Our b^ing oidain'd to govern, not to serve !' 

" Thus far his bold discourse without control 
Had audience ; when among the seraphim 
Abdiel, than whom none with more zeal ador-d 806 
The Deity, and divine commands obey'd, 
Stodri up, and, in a flame of zeal severe, ^ 
The current of his fury thus oppos'd : 

** ' O arg[ument blasphemous, false and proud ! 
Words wlilch no ear ever to hear in heaven 810 
Elxp^ed, lefust of all from thee, ingrate, 
In place thyself so hi^h above thy peers. 
Canst thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The JHfft ie^ree of God» pronouncM and swora, ' - • 
I'hat to his only Son, by right endued 816 

With regal sceptre, every wol in heaven 



Shall bend tk» knee, and m that honour due 

Confess him rightful King? Unjust, thou say'ett ' 

Flatly unjust, to bind with laws the free, 

And equal ovei equal9 to let reign, 890 

One oyer all with upsuoceeded power. 

3halt thou giTe law to God ? Shalt thoa disputo 

With him me points of liberty, who made 

Thee what thou art^ and formed the powera oi .heaven 

Such as he pleasCd, and circumscrib'd their being ? 

Yet, by experience taught, we know hoiv good, 8M 

And or our good, and o£ our dignity 

How provident he is ; how far from thought 

To make us leSSy bent rather to exalt 

Our happy state, under one head more near 830 

United. But to grant it thee unjust, . 

That eoual over equals monareh reign : 

Thyself, though gneat and ^lorioUs, dost thou eount* 

Or all aneelic nature joined ui one. 

Equal to mm, begotten Son? by .whom, . 83^ 

As by his Word, the mighty Father made 

All tnings, even thee; and all the spirits of heaven 

By him created in their bright degrees, 

Crown*d theiln with glory^ and to their glory nam'd 

Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, powers, 

Essential powers, nor by his reign obscur'd, . 844 

But more illustrious ii^e;. since he, the head. 

One of our number thus reduced becomes ; 

His laws our laws ; all Jbonour to him done 

Returns our own. Cease ^en this impious rage, 

And tempt not these; but hasten to appease Bit 

Th' incensed Father, and th* incensed Son, 

While pardon may befound, in time besought.' 

'* So spakb the fervent angel ; but his zeal 
None seconded, as out of season judg'd, 860 

Or singular and raab ; whereat reioic'd 
Th' apostate, an{] more haughty thua replied : 
' That we were formM then say'st thou ? and the woik 
Of secondary hands, by task transferr'd 
From Father to his Son ? Strange point and new ! 
Doctrine whieh we wolild know whence learn'd, who 
saw 856 

When this creation was? remember'st thou 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being? 
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We know no time- when we were not da now ; 

Know. none before no, self-begot, telf-rais'd dGO 

Bv our own (^uik*ning; power, wiien fatal eciine 

mtd circled his fuU oro, the birth matnre 

Of this our native heaven, ethereal sobb. 

Our {NiiMance isourowa; our oviivight' hand 

Shall teach «u hiehest deeds, by proof to try 866 

Who is our equal: then thou shak behold 

Whether by supplication we intend 

Address, and to begirt th' Almighty throne 

Beseeching or besieging. This report. 

These tidingeearry to ih' anointeo'Kiiigi 870 

And fly, ere evil intercept thy fli^^* 

** He said, and, as the sound of waters deep^ 
Hoarse murmur echoed to hia wvuds applause 
.Through the infinite host ; nor less for that 
The fl^ning seraph, fearless, though alone 875 

Gncompass'd round with ibes^ thus answei'd bold : 

***0 alienate Irom Qod, O spirit aoeura'd. 
Forsaken of ail good! I see thy fidi 
l!>etermiQ'd, and thy hapless crew mvelT'd 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion spread , 880 
•Both or thy crime and punishment s heneefiirth 
No more be troubled how to <{uit the yoke 
Of Gold's Messiah; thos» inilolseiit laws 
Will not be now youchstTd : other detoees 
Aaainst thee are gone forth without recall | 88S 
^^Tnat golden sceptre^ whiehthon didst reject, 
Is now an iron rod to bruise and broiLk 
Thy disobedienee. Well thou didst advise | 
Yet out for thy advice or threats I fly 
These wieked tents devoted, lest the wrath 890 

Impendent, raging into sudden flame^ 
Dbtinguish not : for soon expect to feel 
His thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 
•Then who created thee lamenting learn^ 
When who can uncrsate thee thouahalt kncrw 896 

**So spake the seraph Abdiel, faithlUibund 
'Among the faithless, faithful only he 
Among innumerable false, unmovVi, 
Dnshedcen, unseduc^di uiiterrified« * 



» 
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Hit loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 906 

Nor number, nor example, with him wrought 

To swcnre from truth, or change his constant mind, 

Though sinele. From amidst them forth he passed, 

Long way through hostle scorn, which he sustained 

Superior, nor qf TiQletice feared ought ; 905 

Aiid with retorted scorn his back he turnM 

Oo those proud towers to swift destruction dooni'd 
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ttviphaii eonihiue$ to reUAe how Miehad mnd GiArUi 
were eerU forth to battU ogotiMf Satan end hie mngelo* 
The firet fight deecribed, SAm and hie powers 
retire wmUt night, HeeatteaeouHcUjinventedenliMh 
mgineSf which in the eeeond deti^e fight put JMteAoei 
mid hie ari^ele to eome disorder * but they at lengthy 
pttUing up monntaine, overwhdHied both the force and 
fnochhue of ftatan. Yet thettummU not eo e^ng^ 
God on the thiru du^ etnoe J^ttaeuth hie Son, for 
whom he had reeerved the gUry of that victory : He^ 
in the power of his Father, coming to the place, and 
caueing all hie legions to stand still on either side, 
with his chariot end thunder driving into the nddst 
of his enemies, pursues them, unable to resist, towards 
the wall of heaven : which opening, they leap down 
with horror and coldfusion into the place of jntnuA- 
ment prepared for them in the deep, Messiah returns 
with triumph to his Father, 



** AH nieht the dreadless angel, impursned, 
Through heaven's wide champain held his way ; tiU 

morn. 
Wak*d by the circling hours, with rosy hand 
trnbarr*d the gates of light. There is a cave 
Within the mount of Grod, fast by his throne, 6 

Where light and darkness in perpetual round 
Lodge tjyd dislodge by turns, wnich makes (hrough 

heaven 
OmtefiQ^ vicissituds, like day and night ; 
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Light issues forth, and at the other door 
Obsequious darkness enters, till her houi 10 

To veil the heaven, though darkness there mi^t wel 
(Seem twilight here : and now went forth tlie mom, 
Such as in nighest heaven, array'd in ^Id 
Empyreal ; from before her vanished ni^ht, 
Shot thro' with orient beams ; when all the plain, IS 
Cover'd with tiack embattled aauadhrons bri|^, 
Chariot^ and flaming arms, ana fiery steed^ 
Reflecting blaze on blaze, first met his view. 
War he perceiv'd^ war in Lirocinct, and found. 
Already Known, what he for news had thou^t 90 
To have reported : gladly then he mix'd 
Among those friendly {wwers, who him reeeiv'd 
With joy and acclamations loud, that one, 
That of so>»nMUay myriads fallen, yet one 
Retum'd not lost. On to the sacred hill 26 

They led him high ap})lauded, and present 
Before Uw seat supreme ; from whence a voice, 
From midst a golden doud, thus miki was heard 

** * Servant of God ' well done, weU hast thou fought 
The better fif hL who sinele hast maintained SO 

4|ainst revolted multitudes the eauae 
Of truth, i^ word mightier than they- fn arms , 
Ayild.fov the testimony of truth hast Dorne 
Universal reproach, nr wone to bear 
Than violence; for this was all thy ca^^ 85 

Te stand approved in sieht of GKxl, though worida 
Judged thee perverse ; the easier conquest now 
Remains thee, aided by this host of friends. 
Back to ihy foes more glorious to retiimt 
Than scom'd thou didst depart, and to subdue 40 
By force, who reamn for their law refuse, 
Right reasob for their law, and for their king 
Messiah, wh^ t»y right of merit reigns. 
Oo, Michael, or celestial armies pnnce, 
And thou, in military prowess next, 45 

(tebrbslf lead forth to battle these my sons 
Invincible ; lead forth my armed saints, 
By thousands and by millions rang'd for fight, 
Equal in number to tliat godless crew 
Rebellious ; then with- fire and hostile arms 60 

fearless assault, and to the brow of heaven • 
Pursuing^ drive .them Outiroia God and blisa 



1S6 . PARADISB LUST. fArafc I'/. 

Into their place of punishment, the ffolf 

Of TarlaruH, which ready opens wide 

His fiery Chaos to receive their fali.' 66 

» 

'* So spake the Sovereign voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and smoke to roll 
In dusky wreaths, reluctant flames, the sign 
Of wratn awak'd ; nor with less dread the load 
Ethereal trumpet from on high 'gan blow : 60 

At which command the powers militant, 
That stood for. heaven, in mighty quadrate join d 
Qf union irresistible, movM on 
In silence their bright legions, to the sound - •' 
Of instrumental harmony, that breath*d 65 

Heroic ardour to adventurous deeds, « 

Under their sodlike leaders, in the cause 
Of God and his Messiah. On they move 
Indissolubly firm ; nor obvious hill, 
Nor straitening vale, nor wood, nor stream divides 70 
Their perfect ranks ; for high above the eround 
Their march' was, and the passive air unoore 
Their nimble tread ^ as when the total kind 
Of birds, in orderly afn^i on wing. 
Came, 8ummon*d over*Exien, to receive 7$ 

Their names of thee ; • so over many a traet 
Of heaven they mardi'd, and many a province widn 
Tenfold the length of this terrene. At tast. 
Far in th' horizon, to the north, appea^d 
From skirt to skirt a fiery region, stretch*d 60 

In battailous aspect, and nearer view 
Bristled with upright beams innumerable 
Of rigid spears, and- helmets throng'd, and sineldt 
V^ous, with boastful argument portrayM 
The banded powers of Satan, hasting on 8fr' 

With furious expedition ; for they veenVl 
That self-same Jay, by fight, or hy surnrise, 
To win the mount of God, and on his throne 
Ti^ set the envier of his state, the proud 
Aspirer ; but their thoughts prov*d fond and vain 90 
In the midway : though strange to us it seem'd 
At first, that angel should with angel war, 
And in fierce hosting meet, who wont to meet 
So oft in festival cf joy and love 
Unanimous, as sons of one great sire. 05 

Hymning th' etcraaJ Fatliei. Bui the fiiont 
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Of battle now bej^n, and mshiiig sound 

Of onset ended soon each milder thought. 

High in the midst, exalted as a god, 

Th* apostate in bis sun-bright chariot sat, 100 

Idol of majesty divine, enclos'd 

With ilaminf cherubim and golden shields ; 

Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for noir 

Twixt host and host but narrow space was left^ • 

A dreadful interval, and front to front . 105 

Presoitcd stood in terrible array 

Of hideous length ; before the cloudy van. 

On the rough wlge of battle ere it jom'd, 

fiatan, with vast and haughty strides, advane'd, 

Came towVing, arm'd in adamant aitf gold. I tO 

Abdiel that si^ht endurM not, where he stood 

Among the mightiest, bent on highest deeds, . . 

And thus his own undaunted heart explores: "* 

^ * O heaven ! that such resemblance of the higheot 
Should yet remain, where faith and reality 115 

Remain not : wherefore should not strength and might 
There fail where virtue fails, or weakest prove 
Where. boloest, though to sight unconquerable 7 
■His puissance, trusting in th' Almighty's aid^ 
I mean to try, whose reason I have tried ISO 

Unsound and false ; nor is it ought but just, 
That he who in del)ate of truth hath won, 
Should win in arms, in both disputes alike 
Victor ; thouf h brutish that contest and foul. 
When reason naih to deal with force, yet so . 126 
Most i;^a80D is that reason overoome.' 

** So pondering, and (rom his arm'd peers i . 
Forth stepping opposite* halfway he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
[ncens'd, and diussecitfely him defied.; . . . . 130 

'^ < Proud, art thou met? thy hope was to hftve 
-reach'd 
The height of thy luipiring unoppos'd. 
The throne i»fGK>d unguitfded, and'his side 
Abandon'd atrWe teri;or of thy power r .< / 

Or |>otent tongue ; fool, not to think how rakk 19S 
^unst th' Omnipotent to rise in ams ; . . . • s 
Woo ^t.o£j|QiAU«8t.. things cpuUvithoutiend.).),:/. 
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Have rais'd incessant armiea to defeat 

Thy folly : of with solitary band, 

Reaching beyond all limit, at one blow 140 

UAaided could have finished uiee, and whelm'd 

Thy legions under darkness. But thou seest ' 

All are not of thy train ; there be who faith 

Prefer, and piety to Qod, though then 

fo thee not visible, when I alone 145 

9eem'd in thy world erroneous to dissent 

From all ; my sect thou seest ; now learn too late 

How few sometimes may know, when thousands err.' 

** Whom the grand foe, with scornful eye askanoei 
Thus answer^c^ * 111 for thee, but in wish'd hour 150 
Of my revenge, first sought for, thou return'st « 
From flig[h^ seditious angel, to receive 
Thy merited reward, the first assay 
Of this right hand prpvok'd, since nrst that tongue, 
fiwpir'd with contradiction, durst oppose 155 

A -tnird jjart of the gods, in synod met 
Their deities to assert, who, while they feel 
Vigour divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thbu com'st 
Before thy feHows, ambitious to win 160 

From me some plume, that thy success may show 
Destruction to tne rest : this pause between 
(Unanswered lest thou boast) to let thee know ; 
At first I thought that liberty and heaven 
To heavenly souls had been all one ; but now 166 
I see that most tlirough sloth had rather servei 
Minist'ring spirits, train'd up in feast and sogig ; 
Such hast thou armM, the minstrelsy of heaven, 
Servility with ff>eedom to contend, 168 

As both their deeds compared this day shall prove:.' 

1^' To whom in brief thus Ai)diel stern- replied t 
' Apostate, still thou err*st, nor end wilt find 
Of erring, from the path of trudi reincte^ 
Unjustly thou d(prav'st it with the name 
Of servitude, to serve whom God ordains^ 17B 

Or Nature ; Qod and Nature bid the sanis, 
When he who rules worthiest, and ekeels 
Therorwhom he f^vems. This is servitude^ 
To serve th' unwise, or him who hath rebelled 
Againk his worthier, as thine now serve thes^ 180 
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Thyself not firec, but to thyself inthrard : 
Yet lewdly dar'st our ministering upbraid. 
Reign thou in hell, thy kingdom ; let me serve 
In heaven God ever bfess'd and his divine 
Behests obey, worthiest to be obeyM ; 186 

Tet chains m hell, not realms expect ; meanwhile 
^rom me retum'd, as erst thou saidst, from flight, 
This greeting on thy impious crest receive.' 

"So saying, a noble strcke he lifted high, 
Which hung not, but so swift with tempest fell 190 
On the proud crest of Satan, that no sight, 
Nor motion of swift thought, less could his shield, 
Such ruin intercept : ten paces huge 
He back recoiPd : the tenth on bended knee 
His massy spear upstay'd ] as if on earth 195 

Winds under ground, or waters forcins way. 
Sidelong had push'd a mountain from his seat, 
Half sunk with all his pines. Amazement sciz'd 
The rebel thrones, but greater ra^e to see 
Thus foil'd their mightiest ; ours joy fill'd, and sh(mt. 
Presage of victory, and fierce desire SOI 

Of battle : whereat Michael bid sound 
Th' archangel trumpet : through the vast of heaven 
It sounded, and the faithful armies rung 
Hosannah to th' Highest; nor stood at gaze 205 
The adverse legions, nor less hideous joinM 
The horrid shock. Now storming fury rose, 
And clamour such as heard in heaven till now 
Was never j arms on armour clashing bray'd 
Horrible discord, and the madding wheels tlO 

Of brazen chariots rag'd ; dire was the noise 
Of conflict ; over head the dismal hiss 
Of fiery darts in flaming vollies flew, 
A:nd flvinff, vaulted either host with fire. 
8o unoer fiery cope together rush'd 9! ft 

Both battles main, with ruinous assault 
And inextinguishable rage : all heaven 
Resounded, and had earth been then, all earth 
Had^ to her centre shook. What wonder 7 when 
Millions of fierce encountering angels fouglrt S90 
On either side, the least of whom could wield 
These elements, and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions : how much more of power ' 
Army against army numberless to raise 
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Dreadful comovistion warring, and disturb, S9i 

Though not destroy, their happy native seat ; 
Had not th^ eternal King omnipotent 
Proir his strong hold of heaven high overrul'd 
And limited their might ; though numbered such 
As each divided le^on might have seem'd SSO 

A numerous host, m strength each arm*d hand 
A legion, ied in 6ght, yet leader seero*d, 
Each warrior single as in chief, expert 
When to advance, or stand, or turn the sway 
Of battle, open when, and when to close S35 

The ridges of grim war : no thought of flight, 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
That ar^ed fear ; each on himself relied, 
As only in his arm the moment lay 
Of victory. I>5eds of eternal fame %40 

Were done, but infinite ; for wide was spread 
That war and various, sometimes on firm ground 
A standing fight, then, soeuing on main wing, 
Tormented all the air ; all air seem'd then 
Conflicting fire. Long time in even scale 84fi 

The battle hung ; till Satan, who tnat day 
Prodigious power had shown, and met in arms 
No eaual, ranging through the dire attack 
Of fignting seraphim confusM, at length 
Saw where the sword of Michael smote and fellM 250 
Squadrons at once : with huge two-handed sway. 
Brandished aloft, the hon*id edge came down 
Wide wasting; such destniction to withstand 
He hasted, and oppos'd the rocky orb 
Of tenfold adamant, his ample shield, 85S 

A vast circumference. At nis approach 
The great archangel from his warlike- toil 
Surceas'd, and glad, as hoping here to end 
fntestine war in heaven, th' arch-foe subdu'd. 
Or- captive dra^'d in chains, with, hostile irowo, SfSO 
' And visage all- infiamM, &rjl thus began : 

'* ' Author of evil, unknown till J^y revolt, 
Un|iam*d in heav^, now plenteous,.as thou.SMSi 
Tliese acts of hateful strife, hateful to all, 
Thoufflr heaviest by just measure on t hyself 906 
And tny adherents : how hast thou disturb'd 
fieaven's blessed peace, and into nature bronf^, 
Misery, uncrei^ted till the crime 
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Of thy rebellion*? how hast thou iiistdPd 

Thy malice into thoasaxids, once inright VfO 

And faithful, now prorM false ? But think not hen 

To trouble holy reat ; heaven casts thee out 

From all her confines. Heaven the seat of blisi^ 

Brooks not the works of violence and war : 

Hencp then, and evil go with thee aloni;, fi7f 

Thy offspring, to the place of evil, hell, 

Thou and thy wickeacrew ; there mingle ImiilB, 

Ere this avenging sword begin thy doom, • 

Or soma more sudden vengeance, wing'd irom God, 

Precipitate thee with augmented poinT* < S80 

** So spake the prince of aneels ; to whom thus 
The adversary : ' Nor think uou with wind 
Of airy threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou c^nst not. Hast thou tnm'd tbo least of thei^ 
To flight, or if to fall, but th^t the)r^ae S85 

(Jnvanquish'd, easier to transact with me 
That thou shouldat hope, imperious, and with tbMatt' 
To chase me hence ? err not that so shall end 
The strife which thou call'st evil, but we style 
The strife of glory ; which we mean to win, 990 
Or turn this heaven itself into the hell 
Thou fablest, here however to 4lweU free, 
[f not to reign : meanwhile thy utmost foroe^ 
And join him nam'd Almidity to thy aid, 
I fly not, but have sought Inee &r and nigh.' 



" They ended parle, and both addreasM i^r ilght 

Unspeakable ; for who, though with the tongue 

Of angels, can relate, or to what things 

Liken on eaflh conspicuous, that may lift 

Human imagination to such height SOO 

Of godlike p^wer? for likest gods they seem'd, 

Stood they or mov'd, in stature, moition, aiWMf 

Pit to decide the empire of great heaven. *• 

Now wav'd their fiery swords, and in the air 

Made horrid circles ;twt> broad suns their shiekUSOS ' 

Blaz'd opposite, while expectation stood 

in horror ; from, ^h hand with speed rotir'd,. 

Wliere erst was thickest fight, th' angelic throng 

And led large fields unsafe within the wind 

Of such comfnotipn ; such as, to set. fflrth . ' S W 

Orfftt things by s^all. if .Nature's eoncofd. broke 

1^ 
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Among the 'constellatTons war were sprung, 

Two planets rushittg from aspect mafign 

Of Aereest opposition in mid-sky 

Should combat, and their j&rrinr spheres confound, 

Together both with next t' Almighty air.; 31 q 

Uplifted eminent, one stroke they aim'd 

Tnat mi^ht difetermine, and not need repeat. 

As not of power at otioe ; nor odds appeAr'd 

In mi^ht or iswift prerention : but the svrord 320 

Of Michael^ from the armoury of God, 

W«s gi^nhim tcmper'd so, that neither keen 

NoSr solid might resist that edge : it met 

The sword of Satan with steep force to smite 

X>es#ettding, and- in half cut sheer; nor stayM, 325 

But with anrifl wheel reverse, deep enVring shar*d 

All his ri^ht side : then Satan first knew pain, 

And'wHth'dfeirfKto'and fro coriyoly'd ; so sore 

Thi grinding sword with discontinuous wound 

Pass'd thro* him ; but th* ethet-eal substance dosM. 

Nm iong divisible; and from the gash 531 

A stream of nect*rous humour issuing flow'd 

Sanguine, such as celestial spirits niay bleed, 

And all his curmour stoinM ere while so bright. 

Forthwith on all sides to hiss aid was run 335 

By angels matiy and Strong, who interposM 

Defence, whilfe others bore him on their shields 

Back to his chiiriot, whe^e it stood retir'd 

Profei off f he fileb of war* there they him laid 

Gnashing for anguish, and despite, and shame, 340 

To difid himself not matchless, and his pride 

Humbt«d by such rebuke, so far benca;tn 

His confidence to equal God in power. ' 

Yet soon he heal'd ; for spirits that live throughout 

Vltitt in every part, not as frail tnan 845 

En entrails^ h^eaft or head, liver or reins, 

Cailnot b»t by annihilating die ; 

Nor in their lH|md texture mortal wound 

Receive, no more than can the fluid air : 

A'tf lieart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 350 

Ail intellect, all sense ; and as they please, 

They limb' themselves, and colour, shape, or size. 

Assume, as likes them best, condense or rare. 

** Meanwhile in other parts like deeds deserv'd 
MemoriaU where' the might o^' Gabriel fought, 3^^ 



AM with fierce enoi^nB pierced thft d«n> avrny , i 

Of Moioch, furioqs king ; who him defied, > /I 

A.nd at his chariot- wheeU to drag him bound . - 

Threatened, nor from the Holy One of h-^aven 

Refrain'd his tongue blasphemous : buit anon, - 3W 

i>Qwn cloven to we waist, with shatter'd aims . 

And uncouth paii^ fled bellowing. On e^ch , wing : 

Uriel and Raphael his vaunting Toe, 

Though huge, and in a rock ofdiainoiid djpmMi^ •' 

Vanquished- Adramelech and Asmadat, . . S6f 

Two potent thrones, that to he less tlvtn gods 

Disdained, but meaner tboughn learn'd in their flig^ti 

^angted with ^hsistiy wounds thro* plate and fnaij,/ 

Nor stood unmmdtu). Abciiel to annoy 

The atheist crew, but with redoubled blow . . 370 

Ariel and Arioch, and the. violence 

Of Ramiel, scorchM and blasted, overthrew* 

[ might relate of thousands^ and their namea i>: 

Eternize here on earth ; but those elect .) 

Anffels, contented with their fiinie in heaven^ .. .37A 

SeeK not the praise of men : the other sort, 

In might though wondrous, and. in acta Of .war, ■ 

Nor of renown less eager, yet by doom . / 

CancelM from*heaven and sacred memory, . 

Nameless in dark oblivion let them dwell. ^ 389 

For strength, from • truth divided and from just, 

lUaudablei nought merits but dispraise , . . / 

And ignominy, yet to glory aspires 

Vain glorious, and through inramy ^eeks fame : 

Therefore eternal silence oe their doom* . 38$ 

''And now their mightiest, quell'd, tha battle 
swerv'd, 
W^ith many an inroad gor'd : deformed root 
Cnter'd, and foul disorder ; all the ground 
With shivered armour strown, and on a heap< 
Chariot and charioteer lay overtumM, : SSfV 

And fiery foaming steeds ; what stood, recoiled, 
O'erweaxied, through the faint Satanic host 
Defensive scarce, or with pale fear surprised. 
Then first with fear surpnsM and sense of pain, 
Fled ignommious, to such evil brought 38b 

By sin of disobedience, till that hour 
Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain. 
Far othei wise, th* invii(3able saint« 
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Ineal)fepbaianxfiRhadvai|i^d«nt^ ■ ' * 

InYulnerable, impenetrably. ormVi } ' 400 

Such high advanta^ their innocence - 
Gave them above their foes, liot to have sinjiVI^ 
Not tohave 4i80be3r*d ; in fight they stood 
Unwearied, unobnoxioue to be pain'd 404 

By ireund, tho' from their place bf vielenee movM^ 

''Now nigfat h«r course began, and over heaven 
Inducing darkness, grateful truce impos'd, 
And silence on the ^i^us din of war : 
0iider her cloudy covert both retired, 
Viotor and vanquish'd. On the foughten field 410 
Michael and his an^ls prevalent 
Encamping, plac*d m guard their watches round. 
Cherubic waving fires ; on th' other part 
Satan with his rebellious disappear'd, 
Far in the dark dislodg'd ; and, void of rest, 41A 
His ]M)tentates to council call'd by night ; 
And in the midst thus undismayM b^;an e 
• 

" ' O now in danger tried, now known in arms 
Not to be overpowered, companions dear, 
Found wordiy not of liberty alone, 41M> 

Too mean pretence, but, wnat we nnore affect, 
Honoitf, dominion, glory, and renown ; 
Who have sustain'd one day in doubtfUl fight, 
(And if one day, why not eternal days?) 
What heavens's Lord had oowerfullest to send 4Stb 
Against us from about his throne, and judg'd 
Sufficient to subdue us to his will. 
Bat proves net so: then fallible, it se^ns, • 
Of future we may deem him, though till AOW 
OnmiscieM thought. True is, less firmly arm'di 430 
Some disad^ntage we endurM and pain. 
Till now .not known, but known^ as soon eomemoM ; 
Since now we find this omr empyreal form ' ' 
Ipcapable of nibrtal injury. 

Imperishable, and, though piere'd. with wounds, 4S5 
Soon closihg, and by native vigour heal*d. 
Of evil then so small, as easy think- 
The remedy ; perhaps more valid arms. 
Weapons more violent, when next we meet. 
May serve to better us, amd worse our foes, 440 

Or equal what between us madv the odds. 



^ IniMttireimiie: if /other hiddon faraie. 

Leh them superior, wl^ile we can presfilTe . ' 

Unhurt our minds and understanoiiig seuod^ ; 

Due search and consultation wiU disclose.' .4^ 

*^ He sat ; and in th' assembly next upst^xxi 
Nisroch, of principalities the pnme ;• . 
As one he^ stood escapM from cru^l nght, 
Sore toil'd» his riven anps to havoc teewn. 
And cicivdy in aspect thus answering swkp ; 450 
VI>Bliytrer from neny. Loi)ds^ leadejr ^> tree 
Enjoyment of our right as gods ; yet hard 
For i^pds, and too unfiqual work we.Und* ' 

Agamsi ^neq}ial e^rr^ to fight in pain, . . ' • 

Against unpaio'4, iinpassive ; from which civil ^,H 
Ruin mupt ^oe^s. ensue ; for wha^ avails , . 
Valour or strength, though matchlefn^quell'd wi^ pcuii 
Which all subdues, and makes remiss $he hands 
Of mightiest ? Sense o^ pUa^Hre we may well ^ 

Spare out of life perhaps, and not rapine, 46i^ 

. But live Gontfjnt, which is the caloiAStUle 
But pain is per^ot misery, the wors^ 
Of evils, and ex^ssive, overturns 
All patience. He who, therbfore,t.C{in invent ,. 
With what v^]re forcible we. may ofrend 46% 

Our yet unwOModed enemies, or aryn 
Ourselves with, like defence, to me deserves 
No less than for delivcgranoe what WQ owe.' 

'* Whereto with look, composed Satan replied; 
* Not unin vended th^^L, w)iich thovi .aright , 47Q 

Beiiev^ jt so main to our success, I hri^ 
Which of us who beholcts the bright surfiioe . t 

Of thin etberoQus mo^l4 wheiieon we stand. . . 
This continent of spaciQus heaven, adorned , 47't 
With plant* fruit, flower ambrosial, ^ms, and gold ; 
Who»e eye so superficially surveys 
rheso thuig8,asnot to, mind firom whence they grow. 
Deep under ground) materials dark and crude. 
Of spiritous and fiery mmie, till touched 
With heaven's ray. amjT tempered, they shoot forth 
So beauteous, opening to the ambient light ? 4S1 
These in their dark nativity th^ deer 
$ha)i yield us nre^imnt with infernal flame; 
Which into lioliow engines Ungand roima 

2* 



Thick-ramni'd, «t tk* otlMlr bore witli- tOttdh of liM 
Dilated and infariate, shall send forth 48^ 

From far, with thumimng; noise, among* oor foes 
Hiwk implements of mischief as shall dash- - 
To pieces, and o'erwhelm whaterer stands 
Adverse, that they- shall fear we haye disartn^d ' 49U 
The Thund'rer of his only dreaded bolt. 
Nor long shall be our labour; yet ere dawn 
Effect snail end our wish. Meanwhile reviire | 
Abandon! fear ; to strength and counsel jotnM 
Think nothing hard, much less to be despaired.* 495 

** He ende«l, and his Words their drooping cheer 
Enli^ten'd, and their languish'd hope reTiT'd. " ■ * 
fV mveAtion all admir'd, and each how he ' 
To be th' inventor misA'd ; so easy it seem'd /- 
Onee foUhd^ which yet unfound, moet would have 
thought ' 600 

Impossible : yet haply of thy race. 
In future days, if malice' should abound. 
Some one, intent on imsehief) or inspir'd ' 
With devilish machination, might devise 
Like instrument to plague the tons ofntdn 50)5 

For sin, hn War and tmitual slaughter bentl 
Forthwith frotft council to (he work thter flew; 
None arguing stood ; Innumerable hairas 
Were ready;' in a moment up they tunfd 
Wide the eeltotiaf soil, and saw benelith ' ' 910 
Th* originals of nature in their crude 
Conoetotibn^ isulpKurou^ and' nitrous fbatki ' 
fbey toand, they mingted, and with tubtli'krt^ ' ' 
Concocted and adjusted, they reduc'd ' 
f o black^t grain, and into store eonvevM : ' 5^5 
Part hidden veins dig^ I Up (nor hath tnis earth' - 
Entrails unlike) of minem and stone. 
Whereof to -(bund their engines and Uieir btdls 
Of missive ruinj part incentive reed 
Provide, pcmtcioos wi^ one toUch toilre. 9M 

8o all ere dav-spring, under eonsdous nigh% 
Secret they nnish*d and in order'set, 
With i^etot circumspection unespifid. 

" Now when fidr mom orient in heaven appeaTM, 
Up rose the victor angels, and to arms 585 

T& matin trumpet sung: in arms they stood 
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Of gokteif pnrapljri reftdgMil iKMtf 

fioon banded ; others team the dawning bUle 

EiOok'd round, and scouts eaeh coast ii^ti4unn*d sednt 

Each qiULftef, to desery the distant fotj, S9$ 

Where Iodg:'d, or whither fled^ or if A>r fight, , > 

In motion cr in halt : him soon they met 

Under spread ensigns moving nigh, in slow. • . . 

Bui flrtn battaKon ; back with speediest aaii . 

Zophiel, of eherabun the swiftest wing, . ftJB 

Came flying^ and in mid air eioud thus orted : 

" * Arm warnors, arm tor fight ; the fiM at fasuid, \ 
Wlidhi #ed we thouefat, will sare us long pumiit 
This day ; fear not his fiight j so thick a cioou • 
He comes, and settled in his nee i see i40 

Sad resolution and sedure ; let each 
His adaraantme coat gird well^ and each 
Fit well his helm, gripe fknt his orbed- sideUli 
Borne even or high ; for this day wili pour-down^ •' ' 
If I conjecture ought, no drizsling snower, ' • - ■ 5411 
But rattling storm of arvows barb'd with fif«L' ' 

** So warn*d he them, aware themselFes^ axid seoii 
In order, <^uit of all impadime^t ; • ' . ' ,] 

* Instant' without dbturb they took alium, i 

And onward move embattled : when beheld 9&li 
Not distant far with heavy pace the foe 

Approaching, gross and huge, in hollow cube - • * 
Training his devilish enginry, impalM 

On every side yMa shadowing squadfObs deep, < > 

To hide the fraud. At interview both stood &M 

Awhile ; but suddenly at head appeared ■* 
Satan, dind thus was heard eomroanding loud-s 

''^ ITanguard, to right and left the front unfoldf ' . 
That ail may see who hate us, how we "^k /. 



Peace and composure, and witli open breaat 
ficand ready to receive them, if they like •« 

Our overture, and turn not back perverse : ' 
But cHat I doubt ; however, - witness baaveik, - - 
Heaven witness thou anon, while we diichargia ' < ' 
Freely our part , ye who appointed stand, 066 

l>o'a8 you ftavein charge, and briefiy touch > ' " 
iXThat we propound, and loud thai idl may hear.' 



/ 
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''So jMoiRng in 9jM^9em» wof()%Jbe^rc« 
£[ad ended, when to rieht »nd l«ft the trooi 
^▼ided, and to either flank retir'd ; . . . 570 

Which to our eyea diacover'd, new and atraiage, 
A triple mounted row of pillars laid 
On wheels (for like to piilars moet they seem'd 
Or hoHow'd >bodiea made of oak or fir^ 
With branohes lopt> in wood or mountain feU'd). ^75 
Bnus, iron, stony mouki, had not their moutha 
VITith hideous onfice gap'd on us wide^ 
Portending hollow truce : at each behmd 
A,Mmph stood, and in his hand a reed • • 

Stood wBTing tipt with fire ; while we. unsneniw 68# 
Collected stood within our thoughts amua'd ; 
Not long, for sudden. all at once their reeds 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent applied 
With nicest tiOQch. Immediate in a flame, 584 

But soon obseur'd with smoke, aU heaven appenr'd. 
Prom those deenntkreated engine^ belch'd, whose roas 
Gmbowel'4 with outrageous noise the air. 
And all' her entrails tore, dissorgino^ foul 
Their devilish glut, chain'd thunderbolts and hail 
Of iron ^obcs.; which on the victor host 690 

LevellM, with such impetuous fury smote. 
That whom ihey hit, none on their feet roie^t stand* 
Though standing else as rocks, but down they fell 
By thousands, angel 6n ai*changel rolird ; 
Tike socmer for their arnis ; unarin*d tney might 69& 
Hare easily as spirits evaded swift 
By quick oonMuction or r«nove ; but now 
IVniI dissipation fi>Uow*d and forc'd rout; 
Nor served it toieUuc their Serried flies. 
What should they do ? if on they msh'd. repulse 000 
Repeated, and indecent overthrow ^^ 

Doubled, would render them yet more de^is^4» 
And to their foes a laughter ; for in view 
Slaod rank'd of seraphim another row. 
In posture to disploae their second tire SOS 

Of thunder : bacK defeated to return 
They worse abhorr'd. Satan beheld tlteir plighU 
And to his mates thus in derision call'd : 

'"O fineads! why come not on theas Tietoa 
proud? 
Era while they fierce were coming ; and when we 010 



to entertfliii them fkir With open fimat 
And hrMst, (what eould we more t) profiofiiMled tenui 
Of conHpositioti, atmight they dt^n^d their Buiida»> 
Flew ptf, and into strange vagaries fell, 614 

Air they would dartoe ; yet for a dance they meoM ! 
Somewhat extravagant and wild, perhaps ■■ ' - * 
For joy df oflfbrM peace : but I suppose, 
If our proposals once again were heard. 
We should compel them to a qxuck result.' 

'* To whom thus Belial ift tike ga'mesome mood : 6M 
' Leader ! the temis we sent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force urg*d home, 
Such as we might perceive amus'd them all. 
And stumbled many ; who receives them right, 
Had need from head to foot well understand ; 685 
Not understood, this gift they have beside^ 
They show us when our foes walk not upright.' 

" So they among themselves in pleasant veui 
Stood scomng, heighten'd in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt of victory ; eternal mirht 630 

To match with their inventions uiey presumed 
So easy, and of his thunde» made a scorn, 
And all his host derided, while they stood 
Awhile in trouble : but they stood not kmg; 
Rage prompted them at lengthy and found them anna 
Against such hellish mischief nt t' oppose. 636 

Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power, 
Which God hath in his mighty angeb plac'd) . ' 
Their arms away they threw, and to the hills 
{For earth hath this variety from heaven 640 

Of pleasure situate in hill and dale) 
Lignt as the lightning glimpse they ran, they flew *> 
From their foundations loos'nin^ to and fro 
They pluck'd the seated hills with all their load. 
Rocks, waters, woods, and by- the shaggy tops 646 
Uplifting bore thetn in their hands. Amaze, 
Be sure, itiid terror seiz'd the rebel host, 
When eot^ms towards them so dread they saw 
The bottonWJf the m<nuitain8 upward turned ; 
rill oh those cursed engines triple«row 6Si 

They saw them whelm'd, and all their confidene* 
Under the weight of mountains buried deep: ' 
Themselves invaded next, and cm their heMU ' 



If ain promontoraAa Aungi whiokfin the air GM 

tCame aliadpwiiiffy and «f>pre94'/(i who^^legioiw 9inni*d, 
Coeir armour heliaAl ihoir Karm, oiwSk'd in ad4 * 
» bruia'd 

Into thair sabstanoe pent, which wroi^gijtt.ihem pais 
Implacabloy and many a dolorous groan, ^ 

Long struggling underneath^ ere Uicy ooutd wind 
Out of sucn prison, though spirits'of purest li^ht. 
Purest at first, now. gross by sinnii(^ grown. . 061 
The rest, in imitation, to like arms 
.Betook them, and the neighboring hilli uplova f 
So hills amid the air cncounterVi hills, 
Hurrd to and fro with jaculaiion dire, 66ft 

That under ground they fought in dismal shade ^ 
Infernal noiae ; war seem'd a civil game 
■To this uproar ; horrid' a>f>fusion heap'd 
(Jpon confusion rose. And iiow all heaven 
Had gone to wrack, with ruin overspread, ■ 670 

Had not th* almighty Father, where he sits 
Shrin'd in bia sanctuary. of heaven secuTB^ ■ . 
/^^OBSulting oil the sum of things, foreseen 
Tkis tumult, and permitted ah, advis'd ; . 
That his great purpose he might so fulfil^ . €7^ 

To honour his anomted Son aveng*d 
Upon his enemies, aad to declare • • 

All power oa him transferr'd ; whence to hi^Sor 
Th* assessor of his. tl^rDne, he thua began : 

'< « Effulgence nf my glory, Son belov'd, 68# 

Son, in whose iace invisible is beheld, ' 
Visibly, what by deity 1 am^ 
And in whose hand what by decree I do^ 
Second Omnipotence; two days are past, 
Two daya, as we compute the days of heaven, 689 
Since Michael and his pt>wers went forth lo tame 
Thesto disobedient: sore haih been their fight, 
Ab likeBest was, when two such foes met arm'd i 
For to themselves. 1 left them, and thou know'st. 
Equal in their creation they Vi 'in Ibrm'd, , 6dt| 

Save what sin htsdh impair'd, which yet 1 ath wrpughi 
Insensibly, for I auspend their doom; 
Whence m perpetual fight the3r needs must last 
Cndlass, and no solution .will be found. 
War wearied hath perform'd what war can do^ 6d6 
4nd todJaorder^d m^e let lopsetlie rains. 
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Whh moviiftidns us with weapdiis toviHl^ 

makcB '..,." 

Wild work in beairen, and dattgeraas |o tlie main, f 
Two aays are therefoM ^mmsVIy the tkird ia thiiw; 
For thee I have ordaiii'd it, and thiu far 700. 

Have suffered, that the gioi^ may be thine 
Of ending this great war, sinoe none but Thou 
Can end 'It. Into thee euoh virtae and grace 
Immense I have transfused, that all may know 
Iri heaven and hell thy power abdve'compefra ; 70fi 
And this perverse commotion eoveni'd tmia, 
To manifest thee worthiest to oe Heir • 
OfaA things, to foe Heir, and to be King 
By sacred unction, thy deserv'd right. 
Gfo then, thou Mightiest, in thy Father's migbt, 7l#' 
Aeeend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 
That shake heaven's basis, faring forth ali my war. 
My bow and thunder, ray almighty anna • « 

Gifd on, t^d sword unon thy puissant thigh ; 
Pursue these sons of narkness, drive them out 71 i 
From all heaveu's bounds into the utter deep : 
There let them learn, as likes them, to' despise 
God, and Messiah his anointed King.' 

'^He said, and on his Son with myB direct 
Shone full; he ali his Father full expres^d 780 

IneiTably into his face receivM ; 
Acd thus the filial Qodhead anaw'ring qmke : 

' ' O Father, O supreme of heav'niy thrones, 
FirHt, highest, holiest, best ! thou always seek'st 
To jg^orify thy Son, I always Thee, 7^ 

As is most just ; this I my glory account, 
My exaltation, and my whole delieht, 
That thdu in me, well nleaskl, decuur'st thy wiU 
Fulfilled, which to fulfil is all my bliss. 
S««ptre and power, thy giving, I assume, 730 

Anc gladlier shall re8i£;n, when in the end j 

Thou shalt be ail in all, and I in thee 
For ever, and in me all. whom thou lov'st : 
But whom thou hatest I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, as 1 put thy mildnesa on, 735 > 

bnage of thee in all thin^ ; and shall soon, 
Ana'd with thy anight, rid heaven of thene rebeil'd. 
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T^ Ch«ir pTMMff'd 91 nmtmoA driyen dowi^ 

To chains or darkness, and th' undying, WjOrm, 

That (nm iky jual obQdiehc» oould cevo^, 74d 

Whomto obey is^ha^ipinesseiiiAi^ 

Then shall thy ^inta cmmUM^'and fxxm Ui'^itnpiin 

Par separate,' drriihg^thiy hoij nioiMit, • 

Unfeigned halleliijahs to* the^ sing. 

Hymns ol'hieh'praisey and 1 among itieiqn chie£' 

** Bo said, he, o'er Us aoeptre bowing, rose 74S 
From the right hand of glory where he sat ; 
A.nd the third sacred wonr began to shine, 
Dawning throtieh heayen : forth. nishM with whiffy 

wind round - 
The chliriot «f pa^er'rial Deity, 750 

Flashing thick wune^t- wheel within wheel undrawn^ 
Itself iftsfincb' with spirit, but convey'd 
By four cherabie 6ha|jes ; lour faces each 
HacI wondroutf ; : as with stars their bodies All 
And wings wers set with eyes, with eyes the wheola 
Of beryl, and'ciureering fires between ; 756 

Oyer tneir heads a ctystal firmament 
Whereon a sapphire, throne inlaid with pure 
Amber, and colours of the showery arch. 
He in celestisi panoply all arra'd 7fO 

Of radiant Urim, work diyinely wrought, 
Ascended ; at his right hand yictory 
Sat eag^le«wif|^M • beside him hungnis bow 
And ouiyer with three-bolted thunder stor'd. 
And rrom aboilt hira fierce efifuson roll'd 7tffr 

Of smoke and bickering flames and sparkles dire. 
Attended with ten thousand tbousanidl saints 
He onward came, far ofi' his coming shone ; 
And twenty thotiilautd (1 their nunuiar heard) 
Chariots or Ood, half op each hand 'Were seen ; Jft) 
He jn the win^ of cherub rode sublime 
On the chrstalline sky, in sapphire thron'd, 
Illustrious far aifd Wide, but by hia own 
First seen ; them unexpected joy sorpria'd 
Wlien the gr^r ensign of Messiah. Uaz'd .7.76' 

Alofl by an^elp^bome, his sign in heayen ; . 
C/nder whose coffductMiehael soon r^iic*# 
His army, tktfmtkfdi^A on eitbei* wiiig^ , 
Und^ their h«i4d'embodisd aU '^n om, . . 
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Before him (jower divine hit war prepared ; 7$$ 

At his comfnand th' uprooted hills retired 

Each to his place : they heard his voice and went 

Obsequious ; hearen his wonted fkce renew'd, 

And witli fresh floWefets hill and valley smil'd. 

Thif saw his hapless fbes, but stood obdur'd, 7Sf 

And to rebellions fight rallied their powers 

[nsensate, hope conceiving from despair. 

[n heavenly^ spirits could such perverseness dwell, * 

But to convince the proud what signs avail, 

Or wonders move, th* obdurate to relent? 7$$ 

They, hardenM more bjr what mi^ht most reelaiiUt > 

Grieving to see his glory, at the sight 

Topk envy ; and, aspiring to his height. 

Stood re-embattled nerce, by force or flraud 

Weening to prosper and at length prevail 7M 

Against God and Messiah, or to fall 

[n universal ruin last ; and now 

To final battle drew, disdaining flight. 

Or faint retreat ; when the' great ^Ni of .God ; , - * 

To all his host on either hand thus spake ; ; 800 

■ I 
**' Stand still in bright array, ye saintAl h^m 
stand, 
Ye angels armM, this day from battle rest ; 
Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God 
Aoceptefl, fearless in his^ighteous cause ; 
And as ye hXye received, so have ye done 90^ 

[nvincibly ; but of this cursed crew , , 

The punishment to other .Hind belongs ; 
Vengeance is his, or whose he sole appoints 
N'umbcr lo this day's work is not oraain'd, ; 

Nor multitude; stand only and behold Slil 

God^s indignation on these eodless pour'd 
By mc ; not you, but me, they have despis'd 
Yet envied ; against me is all their rage, 
Because the Father, to whom in heaven supmne 
Kingdom, and power, and gk)ry appertiins, j8t$ 
Bain honour'd me according to his will. 
Therefore to me their doom ne hath assigned ; 
That they may have their wish, to try with m# ; 
In battle which the stronger proves ; they all^ 
Or I alone against them, since by strength ' 999 
They measure all, of other exeeUenee 

IS 
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Not emuIooA, nor can who them exoda ; 
Nor other strife with than do I vouchsafi).' 

'' So spake the Son, and into terror chang'd 
His count'nanoB, too severe to be beheld, 82^ 

And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 
At once the Four spread out their starry wings, 
With dreadfiil shade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot rolPd, as with the sound 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous host. 630 

He on his impious foes rieht onward drove. 
Gloomy as night ; under his burning wheels 
The steadfast eippyrean shook taroughout. 
All but the throns itself of God. Full soon 
Amon^ them he a'rrivM, in his right hand S^S 

Grasping ten thousand thunders, which be sent 
Before him, such as in their souls infix*Q 
Plagues ; they, astonish'd, all resistance lost. 
All coura<|f down their idle weapons droppM ; 
O'er shields, and helms, and helmed heads he rode 
Of thrones, and mighty seraphim prostrate, 84 1 

That wish'd the mountains now miffht be again 
Thrown on them as a shelter from his ire. 
Nor less on either side tempestuous fell 
His arrows, from the fourfoldovisajg'd Four 84.*! 

Distinct with eyes, and from the living wheels 
Distinct alike with multitude of eyes ; 
One spirit in them rul'd, and every eye 
GlarM lightning, and shot forth pernicious fire 
Amonff tn» accursM, that wither'd all their strength. 
And of their wonted vigour left them drain'd, 85] 
Exhausted, spiritless, eSiiicted, fiilPn. 
Yet half his strength he put not forth, out checked 
His thunder in mid volley : for he meant 
Not to destroy, but root them out of heaven : 8&5 
The overthrown hf rais'd, and, as a herd 
Of goats or timora»48 flock together throng*d, 
I^ve them before aim thunder-struck, pursu'd. 
With terrors and with furies, to the bounds 
And crystal Vail oi heaven, which opening wide 860 
Roird mward, and a spacious gap disclosM 
Into the wasetful deep ; the monstrous sigh. 
Struck them with horror backward, but far worac 
Urf^'d th«>.m behiad ; headlong themselves tliey threw 
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Down thim the verge of heaven ; eteiiia] wmUi M# 
Burned after them to the bottomleas piu 

** Hell heard th* unsuffemble noiae, hell saw 
Heaven ruining from heaven, and would have fled 
A.flrrishted ; but strict Fate had cast too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too fast had bound. 370. 
Nine days they fell ; confounded Chaos roar'dt 
And felt tenfold confusion in their fail 
Through his wild anarchy, so huge a rout 
EIncunu>erM him with ruin : hell at last 
Y'aw4uno receivM them whole, and on them dos'd : 
Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with fire 876 

Unquenchable, the house of woe and pain. 
Disburden'd heaven rejoicM, and soon repair'd 
Her mural breach, returning whence it roll'd. 

** Sole victor^ from th* expulsion of his foes, 880 
Messiah his tnumphal chariot turned : 
To meet him all his saints, who silent stood 
Bye-witnesses of his almighty acts, 
With jubilee advanced ; and as they went, 
Shaded with branching palm, each order bright, 886 
Sung triumph, and him sung victorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord ! to him dominion given, 
Worthiest Uxreign : he celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid heaven, into the courts 
And temple of his mighty Father thron'd 890 

On high ; Who into glory him received, 
Where now he sits at tnerig^ht handof bliaa. 

''Thus, measuring things in heaven by things on 
earth, 
At thy re<i){est, and that thou may'st beware 
By what is past, to thee I have reveal*d 891 

What might have else to human race been hid ; 
The discord which befel, and war in heaven 
Among the angelic powers, and the deep fall 
Of those too hiffh aspirmg, who rebell'd 
With Satan ; he who envies now thy state, 
Who now is plotting how he may seiduoe 
Thee also from obeSence, that with him, 
BereavM of liappiness, thou may*st partiuce • 
His puniVunent, eternal misery ; 
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WhicK would be «U his sotace and revenge, 90fl[ 
Ab a despite done against the Most Bigt^ 
Thee once to gain companion of his w(^. 
But listen not u i- his temptations ; warn 
Thy weaker ; let it pront thee to have beard. 
By terrible example, the reward 910 

Of disobedienoe ; firm they might have stoo^ 
Yet felL Remember^ and fear to traosgress.** 
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UtpkMd^ a» the request of Adrnt^ rebdti how taU. 
wherefore this world was first created ; that God^ 
^fter the expelling of Satan and his angels ont oj 
heaven^ declared his pleasure to create another woHif 
m$d other creatures to dwell therein ; sends his Son 
tOfl4 glory and attendance of angels to perform th4 
work qf creation in six days : the angels caebrate with 
hyinns the performance thereof ^ and his re-useensiom 
into heaven. 



DsscsND from heaven, Urania ! by tuat name 
If rightly thou art call'd, whose voice divine 
PoUowring, above th* Olympian hill I aoar, 
Above the flight of Pegasean wing. 
The meanine not the name, I call : for thott 
Nor of the Muses nine, nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dwell'st ; but, heavenly bon\ 
Before the hills appeared, or fountain flowed. 
Thou with eternal Wisdom didst conversep . 
Wisdom thy sister, and with her didst play 10 

In presence of th' abnighty Father, pleas'd 
With thy celestial song. Up led by theo 
Into the heaven of heavens 1 have presumed, 
Aa earthly ^uest, and drawn empyreal air. 
Thy temp*nng ; with like safety guided down IC 
Return me to my native element , 
Liest from this flfying steed unretn'd. (as once 
Bellerophon, though from a lower climei) 
Dismounted, on tn' Aleian field [ (all, 
Brronaoos there to wander, and forlorn. 

13* ^ 
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Half yet remains unsung, but .larrow bound 

Within the visible diurncil sphere ; 

Standing on earth, not wrapp'd above the pole. 

More safe I sing with mortaJ voice^ unehang'd 

To hoarse or mute, though fdH^n'on evil days, 25 

On evil days though fallen, and evil tongues ; 

In darkness, and with dangers compass'd roundi 

And solitude ; yet n<^t ^ilone, w)hile thou ' 

VisitV my slumbers nightly, or when morn * 

PUiTies the east. Still govern thou my song, 30 

Urania ! and fit audience find though tew. 

But drive tar^fTthe barbarous clissonance 

Of Bacchua and, his revellers, the race 

Of that iiirild.rout that tore the Thracian oard 

(n 6.1}odope, where ^oods and rocks had ears , .55 

To. rapture, tiU the savage, clamour drowned 

Both I\arp and .voice j nor could the Muse defeni^ 

Her son., So fall not ihou, who thee implores ; 

For thou art^heavenly) she aiji .en^>ty dream* 

* Say, goddess, what ensued when Raphael, . 4C 

The affable archangel, had forewarned 

Adam by dire example to beware 

Apostacy, by what befell in heaven ^ 

To those apostates, l^st the like befall 

In ParaiKls^'tOf. Adarn ot his race, 45 

ChargM h6t to toiitM the interdicted li-ee, 

If they transgresk, arid slight that sole' command. 

So easily obey'd, amid the choice 

Of all tastieis else to please their appetite, ' 

Though wandering. He with his consorted Eve 50 

The ste^ heard attentive, and was fill'd 

With admiration and deep muse, to hear 

Of things sp high and strange, things to their thopghC 

Sor unima^bmble as hate in heaven^ 

And war so near the peace of God in bliss '^ 

With such confusion : but the evil soon, 

Driven back, redounded as a flood on those 

From whom it "sprur^, impossible to mix 

W!ith blfessedness. ■ Whence Adam soon repeal'^^ 

The doubts that in his heart arose : and now 60 

Led on, yet sidless, with desire to kn6w 

What nearei^ might concern him ; how this world 

Of heaven and earth conspicuous first began, 

Vhk&Ot and whereof ciiea^ed, for what cause. 
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What wi^iiD Edbn, or without W9a done ' .66 

fiiefore his memory ; as one whose droughty 
Yet scarce allay'd, still eyes the current sireaniy 
Whose liquid murmur heard new ihirat excites, - 
Proceeded thus to ask his keavenly guest : - 

'^ Great things, and full of wondcx in our earn, 70 
Far differing irom this world, thou hasV rctvetai'c^ , 
Ditine interpreter, by fevOur sent 
Down from the Empyrean toforewaum 
Us timely of what might else have been our loss, 9^ 
Unknown, which human knowledge pould not reaiph x 
Fot which to th^ infinitely Good we o.we # .. 

Immortal thanks,: and his admonishment 
Receive, with kdemn pur|)ose to obseirci 
Immutably his sovereign will, tlie: end • 

Of what we are. But'sinoe thou hasl vouchsaTd .80 
Gehtly for.our iBStruotion to imp^jtt • 

Things above earthly thought, which yet concemM' 
Our loiowing, as,to highest wisdom, seem'd^ . , i > 
Deign to defend* nvw lower, and relate . , , . • 

What may no* less perhaps avail Us known ; . 8& 
Hq^v first bhgan this heaven, which yffi behqld : 
Distant so high, with moving fires adorn'd 
Innumerable, and- this which yieidtf or fills 
All space, the ambient air wide interfus'd 
Elmbracing round this florid earth ; what cause. 90 
Mov*d the Creator, in his holy rest 
Thk-oUgh all etemky, stt kte to build - 
r.n Chaos, and, the work begun, how soon , , . , 
Absolved, if unforbid thou may'st unfold 
What we, not to explore the BeeB«l;s, ask $$ 

Of ti IS eternal empire, but the more 
To. magnify his work» the more we know. 
/UiU the ffi'eat light of day yet wants to run 
Much of his race tho' steep •; sut»pens0 in heaven^ . ■ 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voic^ he hears, tOOt 
And longer ii^ill delay to hear thee tell ; 
His generation, and the nsmg 4>irth 
Of fiature Gromitbe unappal-entdof'ps 
Or if the star Y>f evening and the moon- .. \ 

Haste to thy audience, night with her will bring, lOi 
Silence, and sleep, ilst^wug to thte^ .will W|Bi4ch , ■> > 
Or we can bid hisialDsendei tijyi thy^jBoc^ 
find, dismiss thee ere the morning sliine." 
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Thu« Adam his illustrioQS guest basooeht ; 
And thus the godlike angel answer'd mild: lit 

" This also thy request, w!th caution ask'd, 
Obtain : though to recount almighty works 
What words or tongue of seraph can suffice, 
Or heart of man suffice to comprehend ? 
Yet what thou can^st attain, which best may aeive 
To glorify the Maker, and infer 119 

Thee also happier, shall not be withheld 
Thy hearing ; such oommtssion from above 
I haye receiT'd, to answer thy desire 
Of kifowledge within bounds ; beyond abstain 190 
To ask, nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not revMl'd, which th' invisible Kin|^ 
Only omniscient, ha A suppressed in night, 
To none communicable in earth or heaven : 
Enough is left besides to search and know. ISA 

But knowledge is as food, and needs no less 
Her tempt^rance over appetite, to know 
In measure what the mind may well contain ; 
Oppresses else with surfeit, and soon turns 
Wisdom to folly, as nourishment to wind. Idf 

** Know then, that after Lucifer from heaven 
(80 call him, brighter once amidst the host 
Of angels than that star the stars among) 
Fell with his flamine legions through the declj> 
Into his place, and Uie great Son retum'd tSi 

Victorious with his saints, th* omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his throne beheld 
neir multitude, and to his Son thus spake : 

** * At least our envious foe hath frdl'd, who thooghl 
All like himself rebellious, by whose aid 140 

This inaccessible high strength, the seat 
Of Deity supreme, us dispossessed. 
He trusted to have seized, and into fraud 
Drew many, whom their place knows here no jnote ; 
Yet far the greater part have kept, I see, 14^ 

Th'^.ir station ; heaven yet populous retains 
Vumber sufficient to possess her realms 
Thou^ wide, and this high temple to (kequenl 
With ministeries due and adenni rites t 
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But kst hm beort exalt him in the harm 150 

Already done, to have dispeopled heaven, 

My damage fondly deera'd, I can repair 

Thai detriment, if such it be to lose 

Self-lost, and in a moment Mrill create 

Another world, out of one man a race 166 

gf men innumerable, there to dweli^ 
bt here, till by degrees of merit rais'd 
They open to themselves at length the way 
Up hither, luider long obedience tried. 
And earth be chang'd to heaven, and heaven to 
earth, 160 

One kin^om, jo)r and usian without end. 
Meanwhile inhabit lax, ye powers of heaven, 
And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee 
This [ perform ; speak thou, and be it done : 
My overshadowing Spirit find might with thee 165 
I send along ; ride forth, and bid the deep 
Within appointed bounds be heaven and earth, 
Boundless the deep, because I am who fill 
Infinitlidc, nor vacuous the space. 
Though I uncircumscribM myself retire, 170 

And put not forth my goodness, which is free 
To act or not, necessity and chance 
Approach not me, and what I will is fate.* 

''So spake th* Almighty, and to' what he spake 
His Word,. the filial Godhead, gave effecu 176 

Immediate are the acts of God, more swift 
Than time or motion^; but to human ears 
Oaanot without prdcess of speech be told. 
So told as earthly notion can receive. 
Great triumph and rejoicing was in heayen, 180 
When such was heaid declared th' Almighty's will ; 
Glory the^siuig to the Most High, good- will 
To future men, and in their dwelling peace : 
Slory to him, whose just ayengine ire 
Had driven out th' uneodl]^ from his sight, 185 

And th' habitations of the just ; to him 
jHory and praise, whose wisdom had ordainM 
G^ooa out of eyil to create, instead 
Of spirits malign, a better race to brine 
Into their vacant room, and thence diffuse 190 

nil good to worlds and ages infinite. 
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<* So sang the hierarchies : meanwhile the Son 
On his great expedition now appeared, 
Girt with omnipotence, with radiance crownM 
or majesty divine ; sapience and love \9t 

Immense, and all his Father in him shi ne. 
About his chariot nuin'berless were pour*d 
Cherub and seraph, potentates and thrones, 
And virtues, winged spirits, and chariots wlng'd 
From th' armoury of U-od, where stand of old 2U0 
Myriads between two broEen mountains lod^d^ 
A^inst a solemn day, harnessM at hand. 
Celestial equipage ! and now came forth 
Spontaneous, for within them spirit liv*d. 
Attendant on their Lord : heaven open'd wide 20^ 
Her ever-during gates^ harmonious sound ! 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The Kin^ of ^ory, in his powerful Word 
And Snirit coming to create new worlds. 
On heavenly ground they stood, and from the afaoro 
They view'd the vast iraiAeasurable abrss 211 

Outrageous as a sea, dark, wasteful, wild. 
Up from the bottom turn'd by furious winds 
And surging waves, as mountains to assault 814 
Heaven's height, and with the centre mix the pole. 

"* Silence, ye troubled wave^ and thou deep, 
peauoeV 
Said then ta' omnific Word, ' your discord end : 
Nor staid, but, on the wings of cherubim 
Dplifle'*. in paternal glory rode ^ 
Far ir lo Chaos, and 3ie world unborn ; tiM> 

For 'jhaos heard his voice. Him all his train 
F filow'd in bricht possession to behold 
' ;reation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then staid the fei;vid wheels, and in his hand 
He took: the golden compasseis, prepared 
In God*s eternal store, to circumscribe . 
This universe, and all created things : 
' nefoot he. centred, and the other turned, 
Etound tnroijeh the vast profundity obeoursy 
And said, ' Thus I'ar extend, thus far thy bounds* 
This be thy just circumference, O world I' 231 

" Thus God the heaven created, thus the earth. 
Matter untorm'd and void : darkness profound 
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OoTaHcl t)i' abyia ; but on the wat'iy ealm 
Bia brooding wings the Spirit of Gk)d outspread, SSf 
And vital virtue infused, and vital warmth 
Throughcnit the fluid maw ; but aownward purg'd 
The bbick, tartareous, cold, infernal dregs, 
Adverse to life ; then founded, then conf iob'd 
Like things to Uke, the rest to several pboe S40 

Disparted, and between spun out the air: 
Ana earth seif-balane'd on her eentre hung. 

<* < Let there be light !' said God, and forthwith 
light 
Ethereal, first of things, quintessence pure, 
Sprung from the deep, and from her native east 84b 
To journey through the airy gloom began, 
SpherM in a radiant cloud, for yet the sun 
Was not ; she in a cloudy tabernacle 
Sojourn'd the while. God saw the light was good ; 
And light from darkneys by the hemisphere S50 
Divided : light the day, and darkness night 
He nam'd. Thus was the first day even and mom . 
Nor pafts'd uncelebrated, nor unsune 
By tne celestial choirs, when orient tight 
Exhaling first from darkness they beheld ; 255 

Birth-day of heaven and earth ! with joy and shout 
The hollow universal orb they filPd, 
And touch'd their golden harps, and hymning praisM 
God and his works. Creator nim thev sung, 
BoUi when first evening was, and when firat monu 

" Again, God said, * Let there be firmament 861 
Amid the waters, and let it divide 
The waters from the waters !' And God made 
The firmament, expanse of liquid, pure, 
Trfinsparent, eMmental air, dimis'd Sit5 

In circuit to the uttermost convex 
Of this great*round ; partition firm and sure, 
The waters underneath from those above 
Dividing ; for as earth, so he the world 
BuUt on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 970 

Cmtalline ocean, and the loud misrule 
OfChtucM (kr remov'd, lest fierce extremes 
Contiguous might distemper the whole firame* 
And hfeaven he nani'd the firmament : so even 
And morning chorus sung the second day, 871 
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*' The earth was- formM ; but in the womb as fel' 
Of waters, embryon immatore, involv'd, 
Appeared not : Xjnrer all the face of earth 
Main ocean Aow'cn no^ icl^ ^^^^ ^i^^ warm 
Prolific humour softYang all lier globe, 980 

Fermented the great miHher tO'Conceiye, 
Satiate with genial moisture : when^Ood said, 
' Be gathered now ye watiers under heaven 
Into one {^ace. and let dry land appear !' 
Immediately the mountains huge appear 135 

Emergent, and their broad fjore backs upheave 
Into the clouds, their tops ascend the sky ; 
So high as heav*d the tumid hills, so low 
Down sunk a hollow bottom broad and deep, 
Capacious bed of waters: thither they S90 

Hasted with dad precipitance, uproU'd 
As drops on dust conglobing from the dry ; 
Part rise in crystal wall, or ridge direct, 
For haste ^ such flight the great command impress'd 
On the swift floods. As airmies at the call fSB 

Of trumpet (for of armies thou hast heard) 
Tioop to their standard, so the wat'ry throng, 
Wave rolling after wave, where way they found j 
If steep, with torrent Capture ; if through plain, 
Soft-eubing ; nor withstood them reek or nill ; 309 
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 
With serpent-error wand'ring, found their way, 
A.nd on the washy ooze deep channels wore ; 
Kasy, ere God had bid the ground be dry, 
A.U but within thosH banks, where rivers now 305 
Stream, and perpetual draw their humid train. ' 
The dry lana, earth, and the great receptacle 
Of congregated waters, he calT'd seas : 
And saw that it was good, and said, ' Let the eaf th 
Put forth the verdant gressy herb yielding seed, 310 
And fruit-tree yielding fhiit after ner kind, 
Whose seed is in hertelf upon the earth ** 
He scarce had said, when the bare earth, till then 
Desert and bare, unsightly, unadom'd, 
6i^u§^t forth the tender grass, whose 'verdure dad 
Her universal face with peasant men*; - Sf9 

Then herbs of evwy leaL that sudden flower'd 

apening their various colours, and made gay ' 
er bomm smelling sweet ; and these ecaree blown, 
Forth flourishM thick the csliisteringvine, iMicrapt 
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The smelling gontd, up stood the oomy twA 281 
Embattled in her field, und th' humble shrub, 
Arid bush with frizzled hair implicit ': last 
Rose as in dance the stately trees, and spread 
Their branches hun^ with copious fruit, or ^mro'd 
Their blossoms; with high woods the hiUs were 

ci-own'd, 32f» 

With tufts the Talleys, and each fountain side^ 
With borders lone the rivers ; that earth now 
Soem'd like to heaven, a seat where gods might 

dwell, 
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 330 

Her sacred shades : though God had yet not rained 
Upon the earth, and man to till the ground 
None was ; but from the earth a dewy mist 
Went up, and watered all the ground, and each ^ 334 
Plant or the field, which ere it wa? in the th* earth 
God made, and every herb, before it grew 
On the green stem. God saw that it was good : 
So even and mom recorded the third day. 

^ A^in the Almighty spake : *Let there be lighfn 
High in th* expanse of heaven, to divide 340 

The day from night ; and let them be for signs, 
For seasons, anafor days, and circling years j 
And let them be for lights, as I ordain 
Their office in the fimuiment of heaven. 
To give light on the earth !' and it was so. 34S 

And God made two great lights, g^'eat for their me 
To man, the ^eater to have rule oy day. 
The less by ni^ht altern ; ar d maae the stars, 
\nd set them m the firmament of heaven 
T' illuminate the earth, and rule the day 350 

[n their vicissitude, and rule the night, 
And light from darkness to divide* God saw 
Surveying his great work, that it was good : 
Por of celestial bodies first the sun^ 
A mighty sphere ! he framed ; unlightsome first, 35S 
Though of ethereal mould ; then form'd the moon 
drlob(^ and every magnitude of stars. 
And sow'd Mrith stars the heaven thick as a field. 
Of light by far the fijeater part he took. 
Transplanted from her cloudy shrine, and ptac'd 360 
fn the sun's orb, maoe porous to receive 
And drink the liquid light, firm to retain 
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Her gather'd beams, ^reat palace now of ligAU 

Hither, as to their fountain, other stars 

Repairing, in theii golden urns draw light, 365 

And hence the morning planet gilds her horns ; 

By tincture or reflection they augment , 

Tneir small peculiar, though, from human signt 

So far remote, with diminution seen. 

Tirst in his east the glorious lamp was seen, )70 

Regent of day, and edl th' horizon round 

Invested with bright rays, jocund to run 

His longitude throuj^ heaven*s high road ; the grey 

Dawn and the Pleiades before him danc'd 

Shedding sweet influence. Less bright the moon,375 

But opposite in leveled west was set 

His mirror, with full face borrowing her litrlit 

Prom him, for other li^ht she needed none 

In that aspect, and still that distance keeus 

Till night, then in the east her turn she snines, 3S0 

Revolv'd on heaven's sreat axle, and her reign 

With thousand lesser Tights dividual holds, 

With thousand thousand stars, that then appeared 

Spaifgling the hemisphere. Then, first adoni'd 

With her bright lummaries that set and rose, 385 

Glad evening and glad mom crown'd the fourth day 

'* And God said, * Let the waters generate 
Reptile with spawn abundamt, living soul : 
And let fowl fly above the earth, with wings 
DisplavM on .the open firmament of heaven !* 390 
And Grod created the gresa whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteous) y 
The waters ^nerated by their kinds ; . 
And every bud of wing after his kind : 
And saw that it was g^, and bless'd tnem, saying,' 
' Be fruitful, multiply, and in the seas, 3% 

And lakes, and running streams, the waters fill; 
And let the fowl be multiplied on th' eartli V 
FVNthwith the sounds and seas, each creek and bay. 
With fry innumerable swarm, and shoals | 400 
Of fish, that with their fins and shining scales 
Glide under the green wave, in sculls that oft 
Bank the mid-sea : part single, or with mate, 
Gftize the sea- weed, their pasture, and thro' groves 
Of coral stray, or, sporting, with r^uick glance, 405 
Show to the sun their wavM coats dropp'o with gold . 
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Or, in their pearly shells at ease, attend 
Moist nutriment, or under rocks their fiiod 
[n jointeJ armour watch : on smooth the sea), 
And bended dolphins, play ; part huge of bulk 41i 
Wallowing unwieldy, enormous in their gait, 
Tempest there ocean. There the leviathan, 
Elugest of liying creatures, on the deep, 
Stretch'd like a promontory, sleeps or swims, 
And seems a moving land, and at his giUb 416 

Draws in, and at his trunk spouts out, a sea. 
Meanwhile the tepid caves, and fens, and shores, 
Their brood as numerous hatch, from th' egg that soon 
Bursting with kindly rupture, forth disclosM 419 
Fheir callow young, but featherM soon and fledge. 
They summM their pens, and soaring th* air sublmie, 
With clang despis'd the ground, under a cloud 
[n prospect ; there the eagle and the stork 
On cliiis and cedar tops their eyries build : 
Part loosely wing the region, part more wise 425 
In common, rang'd in figure, wedge their way, 
EnteHigent of seasons, and set form 
Their airy caravan, high over seas 
Flying, and over lands with mutual wing 
Elasing their flight : so steers the prudent crane 430 
Her annual voyage, borne on winds ; the air 
Floats, as they pass, fanned with unnumbered plumes. 
From branch to branch the smaller birds with song , 
Solac'd the woods, and spread their painted wings 
Till even ; nor then the solemn nightmgale 436 

CeasM warbling, but all nig:ht tun'd her soft lays; 
Others on silver lakes and ri^rs bath'd 
Their downy breast ; the si^n, with arched neck 
Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows 
Her state with oary feet ; yet oft they qwt 446 

The dank, and, rising on stiff pennons, tower 
The mid aerial sky. Others on ground 
WalkM firm ; the crested cock, whose clarion soundp 
The silent hours, and the other whose gay train 
Adorns him, coloured with the florid hue 44i 

Of rainbows and starry eyes. The waters thu* 
With fish replenished, and the air with fowl, 
Evening and morn solemnized the^flh day 

" The sixth, and of creation last, arose 
With evening harps and matin * when God said, 459 
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'Let th' earth bring forth soul living in her kind. 
Cattle, and creeping things, and beast of ih' earth, 
Each in their kind !' The earth obey'd, and straight^ 
Opening her fertile womb, teem'd at a birth 
Innumerous living creatures, perfect formSy 465 

Lim'd and full grown ? out of the ground up-ros^ 
As from his lair, the wild beast, where he wons 
In forest wild, in thicket, bnike, or den ; 
Among the trees in pairs they rose, they walk'd. 
The cattle in the fields and meadows green : 460 
Those rare and solitary, these in flocks 
Pasturiiig at once, and in broad herds upsprong. 
The grassy clods now calvM, now half appear'd 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 464 

His hinder parts, then springs as broke from bonds, 
And rampant shakes his brinded mane ; tlie ounce. 
The libbard, and the tiger, as the mole 
Rising, the crumbled earth above them threw 
In hillocks ; the swifl stag from under ground 46lr 
Bore up his branching head ; scarce from his mould 
Behemoth, biggest bom of earth, npneav'd 
His vastness ; fleec*4 the flocks ana bleating rote. 
As plants ; ambiguous between sea and land 
The river horse and scaly crocodue. 
At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 47S 
Insect or worm : those wavM their timber fans 
For wings, and smallest lineaments exact. 
In all the liveries decked of summer's pride, 
With spots of gold and purple, azure and green; 
These as a line their lone dimension drew, 480 

Streaking the ground n^im sinuous trace ; not att 
Minims of nature ; some of serpent kind, 
Wondrous in length and corpulence, involvVJ 
Their snaky folds, and added wings. First crept 
The parsimonious emmet, provident 485 

Of future, in small room laree heart endofl'd . 
Pattern of just eq^uality pernaps 
Hereafter, joined m her popular tribes 
Of commonalty ; swarmine next appeared 
The female bee, that feeds ner husband drone 490 
Deliciously, and bqjlds her waxen cells 
With honey stor*d! The rest are numberless, 
And thou iheii natures knpw*st, and gav'st them 
names. 



B^k rit} PARADISE LOST. 161 

Needless to thee repeated ; nor unknown 

The serpent, subtlest beast of all the field, 489 

Of huge extent sometimes, with brazen eyes 

And hairy mane terrific, thouslmo thee 

Not noxious, but obedient at tny call. 

''Now heaven in all her fflory shone, and roll'd 
Her motions, as the great iirst Mover's hand 500 
First wheelM their course ; earth, in her rich attirei 
Consummate lovely srail*d ; air, water, earth. 
By fowl, fish, beast, was flown, was swam, wa^ 

walk'd 
frequent : and of the sixth day yet remained ; 
There wanted yet the master work, the end 606 
Of all yet dmie : a creature who, not prone 
-And brute as other creatures, but endued 
With sanctity of reason, mi^^ht erect 
flis stature, and upright^ with finont serene. 
Govern the rest, self-knowing, and from thence 510 
Magnanimous to correspond with heaven ; 
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Descends^ thither with heart and voice, and eyei| 
Directed m devotion, to adore 
And worship God supreme, who made him chief 
Of all his works: therefore th' Omnipotent 516 

Eternal Father (for where is not he 
PreMnt 7) thus to his Son audibly spake : 

** 'Let us make now Man in our image, Man 
In our similitude, and let them rule 5iO 

Ove» the fish and fowl of sea and air, 
Beast of the field, and over all the earth, 
And every creeping thing that creeps the ground 1' 
This said, he form'd thee, Adam, thee, O Man ! ^ 
Dust of the ground, and in thy nostrils breath'd 525 
The breath of life ; in his own image he 
Created thee, in the image of God 
Express, and thou becam'st a living souL 
Male he created thee, but thy consort 
Female, for race ; then blessM mankind, and said, 
' Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, 531 

Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold. 
Over fish of the sea, and fowl of th* ai«^, 
And every living thing that moves on th* eaitli* 
Wherever thus created, for no plaee 535 

I4» 
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Is yet distinct by name.' Thenee, as thou know'at. 

He brought thee into this delicious ^ove, 

This garden, planted with the trees of God, 

Delectable both to behold and taste ; 

And freely all their p!easant fruit for food 540 

Gave thee ; all sorts are here that all the earth yields^ 

Variety without end ; but of the tree, 

Which tasted works knowledge of good and evil, 

Thou may'st not ; in the day thou eat'st, thou dieet { 

Death is the penalty imposM : beware, 545 

And govern well thy appeuie, lest Sin 

Surprise thee, and her black attendant Death* 

** Here finished he, and all that he had mada 
View'd, and behold, all was entirely ^ood ; 
So even and mom accomplish*d the sixth day : -650 
Yet not till the Creator from his work 
Desisting, though unwearied, up return'd, 
^/p to the heaven of heavens, his high abode, 
Thence to behold this new-created world, 
Th' addition of his empire, how it showM 55^ 

In prospect from his throne, how good, how fair, 
Answering his great idea. Up he rode. 
Followed with acclamation, and the sound 
Symphonious of ten thousand harps that tun'd 
Angelic harmonies : the earth, the air 560 

Resounded, (thou remember'st, for thou heard'st) 
The heavens, and all the constellations rung, 
The planets in their station list'nin^ stood, 
While the bright pomp ascended jubilant. 
' Open, ye everlasting gates!' they sung^ ^ 5$5 

' Open ye heavoss ! your living doors ; let in 
Tne great Creator from his work return'd 
Magnificent, his six days work, a world : > 
Openy and henceforth oft ; for God will deign 
To visit oft the dwellings of just men &7V 

Delighted, and with frec[uent intercourse 
ThiQier will send his wing^ messengers 
On errands of supernal grace.* So sung 
The glorious tram ascending : He through ikeaven, 
That open'd wide her blazing portals, led 575 

To Goa*s eternal house direct tlio way, 
A broad and ample road, whose dust is gold, 
And pavement stars, as stars to thee appear, 
Seen m the galaxy, that milky way. 



Which nightly m ^ cireline zone thou aocut 990 

Powder*d with stars. Ana now on eartii tho MTenth 
Evening arose in Eden, for the sun 
' Was set, and twilight from the eas . -^auie on, - 
Forentnning nighi ; when at the holy mount 
Of heaven's hiffh seated top, th* imperial throne 68ft 
Of Godhead, nx*d foi ever firm and surt;, 
*Ihe Filial Power arnv'd, and sat him down 
With his great Father, for he also went 
Invisible, yet stay*d, (such privilege 
Hnth Omnipresence,) and the work ordain'd 999 
Author and end of all things, and from work 
Now resting, blessM and hallow'd the seventh day» 
As resting on thnt day trom all his work, 
But not in silence noly kept ; the harp 
Had worK and rested not, the solemn pipe, 6M 

And dulcimer, ail organs of sweet stop, 
All sounds on fret by string or golden wire. 
Tempered soft tunings intermix'd with voice 
Choral or unison : of incen^ clouds 
Fuming from golden censers hid the mount. 600 
Creation and the six iays acts they sung ; 
' Great are thy works, Jehovah ! infinite 
Thy power ; what thought can m^Ssure thee, or tongue 
Relate thee ? greater now in thy return 
Than from the giant angeb ; thee that day 605 

Thy thunders magnified ; but to create 
Is sreater than, created, to destroy. 
Who ci^n impoir, thee, mighty King, or bound 
Thy empire ? easily the proud attempt 
Of spirits apostate and their counsels vain 6 10 

Thou hast repell'd, while impiously they thought 
Thee to diminish, and from thee withdraw 
The number of t/iy worshippers. Who seeks 
To lessen thee, against his i)urpose serves 
To manifest the more thy might: his evil 613 

Thou uBcatj and from thence creat'st more goocL 
Witness this new-made world, another heaven 
fVom heaven-gate not far, founded in view 
Od the clear hyaline, tlie glassy sea ; 
Of amplitude almost immense, with stars * 680 

Numerous, and every star perhaps a world » 

Of destin*d habitation ; but thoM know*st 
Their seasons : among these the seat of men. 
Earth with her nether ocean circumfusM, 684 
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Their pleasant dwelling-place. Thriee happy men. 
And soni of men, whom God hath thus advanced, 
Created in his image, there to dwell 
And worship him, and in reward to rule 
Over hi& works, on earth, in sea, or air, % 

And multiply a race of worshippers 630 

Holy and just : thrice happy, if they know 
Their haopiness, and persevere upright !* 

''So Bune they, and tne empyrean rung 
With hallelujahs : thus was Sabbath kept. 
And thy request think now fiiifill'd, that aak'd 63a 
How first this world and face of things began, 
And what before thy memory was done 
From the -beginning, that posterity 
In^m*d by thee might know ; ifelse thou 8«M*tt 
Ciught, not surpassing human measure, say." MO 
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fitent inqutrea cmiceming eelesHat motions; is dwH-^ 
fitUf anstoeredt and eahcrted to search rather tMngi 
nwre worthy of knotot edge • ^dam assents, and, sttU 
desirous to detain Rapiuly relates to him what he 
remembered since his own creationy his placing if» 
Paradise, his talk with God concerning solitude mid 
fit society, his first meeting and nuptids ioUk EMf 
his discourse toith the angel thereupon, who, after 
admonitions repeated, departs. 



The angel ended, and in Adam's car 
So charming left his voices that he awhile 
Thought him still speaking, still stood fix'd to heart 
Then, as new wak'd, thus gratefully replied r 

" What thanks sufficient, or what recompeiMe 5 
E()ual hare I to render thee, divine 
Historian ! who thus largely hast aiflay'd 
The thirst I had of knowledge, and vouchsafd 
This friendly condescension, to relate 
Things else oy me unsearchable, now heard 10 

With wonder, but delight, and, as is due, 
With glory attributed to the high 
Creator 7 Something yet of doubt remains, 
Which only thy solution can resolve. 
'When 1 oehold this goodly frame, this Wtorld, 19 
1^ heaven and earth consisting, and compute ■ 
Their magnitudes, this earth a spot, a grahi, 
A.0 atom, with the fimament compar*d 
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And ali her numbered stars, that seem to roll 

Spaces incomprehensible, (for such 80 

Ijieir distAnre argues and their swift return 

Diurnal,) merely to officiate light 

Round this opacous earth, tliis punctyial spot, 

One day and night, in all their vast surrey 

Useless besides ; reasoning, I oft admire S& 

How Nature, wise and frugal, could commit 

Such disproportions, with superfluous hand 

So many nooler bodies to create. 

Greater so memifbld, to this one use. 

For ought appears, and on their orbs impose SO 

Such restless revolution, day by day 

Repeated, while the sedentary earth, 

That better might with far less compass move, 

Seiv'd by mpre noble than herself^ attains 

Her end without ieast motion, and receives, S6 

As tribute, such a sumless journey -brrm^ht 

Of incorporeal speed, her warmth and hfht ; 

Speed, to deseribe whose swiftness number fails.** 

So spake our sire, and by his countenance seem'd 
Ent'riYij^ on studious thoughts abstruse, which Eve 
Perceiving, where she sat retired in sight 41 

With lowliness majestic from her seat, 
And grace that won whp saw to wish her stay, 
Rose, and went forth amon£. her fruits and flowers, 
To visit how they prospered, bud and bloom, 46 
Her nursery ; they at her coming sprung, 
And, touch'd by her fedr tendance, gladlier giew. 
Vet .went she not, as not with such discourse 
Delighted, or not capable her ear 
Of what was high : such pleasure she reserr^d 50 
Aolam relating, the sole auditress ; 
Her husband the relater she preferred 
Before the angel, and of him to ask 
Chose rather ; he, she knew, would intermix 
Grateful digressions, and solve high dispute 6$ 

With conjugal caresses ; from his lip 
Not words alone pleos'd her. (O ! when meet now 
Sttc h pairs, in love and mutual honour join'd 7) 
With goddess-like demeanour forth,dbe went. 
Not unattended, for on her as ^ueen 
A pomp^ of winning grai^es waited still, 
Aikd from about her shot darts of desire 
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fnto all eyes to wish her still in sisht. 

And Rapnoel now, to Adam's douot proposed, 

Benevolent and facile thus repbed : 66 

*' To ask or search I blame thee not, for heaven 
Is SIS the book of God before thee set. 
Wherein to read his wondrous works, and learn 
His seasons, hours, or days, or months, or years ; 
This to attain, whether heaven move or earth, 70 
Imports not if thou reckon right ; the rest 
From man or angel the great Architect 
Did wisely to conceal, and not divulge 
II is secrets to be scannM by them who ought 
Rather admire ; or if they list to try 75 

Conjecture, he his fabric of the heavens 
Hatn left to their disputes, perhaps to move 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter, when they come to model heaven 
And calculate the stars, huw they will wield tiO 

The mighty frame, how build, unbuild, contrive - 
To save appearances, how gird the sphere 
With centric and eccentric scribbled o'er, 
Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb ; 
Already by thy reasoning this I guess 85 

Who art to lead thy offspring, and supposest 
That bodies bright and greater should not serve 
The less not bright, nor neaven such joumies run, 
Earth sitting still, when she alone receives ' 
The benefit. Consider first, that great 90 

Or bright infers not excellence : the earth 
Thougn, in comparison of heaven, so small, 
i^or glist'ring, may of solid good contain 
More plenty than the sun that barren shines, 
Whose virtue on itself works no effect, 9i 

But in the firuitful earth ; there, first receiv'd, 
His beams, unactive else, their vigour find. 
Yet not to earth are tliose bright luminaries 
Officious, but to thee, earth's habitant. 
And for the heaven's wide circuit, let it specdc 100 
The MaKer'f high ma{g;nificence, who built 
8o spacious, ^d his line strotch'd out so fiu* ; 
That man may know he dwells not in his own ; 
An edifice too large for him to fill, 
Lod^'d in a small partition, and the rest 105 

Oi iain'd for uses to his Lord best know 
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The Rwiflness of those circles attribute, 

Though numberless, to his omnipotence, 

That Xc corporeal substances could add 109 

Speed ahnoai spiritual : me thou think*st not slow^. 

Who since the morning hour set out from heaven 

Where God resides^ and ere mid-day arrived 

In Eden ; distance mexpressible 

By numbers that have name. But this I urge, 

Admitting motion in the heavens, to show 1 15 

Invalid that which thee to doubt it mov*d ; 

Not that I so affirm, though so it s«jem 

To thee who hast thy dwelling here on earth. 

God, to remove his ways from human sense, 

Plac'd neaven from earth so far, that earthly sight. 

If it presume, might err in things too high, 121 

And no advantage gain. What if the sun 

Be centre to the world, and other stars, 

By his attractive virtue and their own 

Incited, dance about him various rounds ? • M2$ 

Their wandVing course now high, now low, then nid, 

Pro^essive, retrograde, or standing still. 

In SIX thou seest; and what if seventh to these 

The planet earth, so steadfast though she seem, 

Insensfoiy three dilFerent motions move ? 190 

Which else to several spheres thou must ascribe, 

Mov'd contrary with thwtut obliquities. 

Or save the sun his labour, and that swift 

Nocturnal and diurnal rhomb supposed, 

Ifivi**b' w above all stars, the wheel 136 

night ; which needs not thy belief 
I • . uiQustrious of herself, fetch day 
i'ravellmg east, and with her part averse r 

From the sun's beam meet m^nt, hef otner part 
Still luminous by his ray. What if that lignt, 14(1 
Sent from her through the wide transpicuous air 
To the terrestrial moon be as a star 
Enlight^nins her by day, as she by night 
This earth / reciprocal, if land be there. 
Fields and inhabitants. Her spots thou seest 14S 
As clouds, and clouds may rain, and rain produce 
Fruits in her soflen'd soil, for some to-^at 
Allotted there ; and other suns perhaps 
With their attendant moons thou wilt descry 
Communicating male and female li^ht, t^ 

Which tw^ great sexes animate the world. 
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Stor'd in each orb perhaps with some that liVe . ' 

For sucA vast room in Nature unpossess'd 

By living scml, desert and desolate, 

Cmly to shine^ yet scarce to contribute 155^ 

Gacn orb a s^limpBe of light convey'd so far 

Down to this haoitable, which returns 

Light bock to them, is obTious to dispute. ! 

But whether th|i8 these things, or whether not ; 

Whether the sun predominant in heaven 160 

Rise on the earth, or earth rise on the sun ; 

He from the east his flaming road begin. 

Or she from the west her silent course advaneei 

With inolTehsive pace that spinning sleeps 

On her soft axle, while she paces even, 16S 

And bears thee soft with the smdoth air along 

Solicit not thy thoc^hts with matters hid, 

Leave them to God abote, him serve and fear ; 

Of otlier creatures, as him pleases best, 

Wherever plac'd, let him dispose : joy thon 170 

[n viihat he gives to thee, this Paradise 

And thy fair Eve ; heaven is for thee too hif^ 

To know what passes there ; be lowly wise : 

Think only what concerns thee and thy being ; 

Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there 175 

Live, in what state, condition, or degree, 

Contented that thus far hath been reveal'd, 

N^ot of earth only, but of highest heaven." 

To whom thus Adam, clear'd of doubt, replied : ' 
*' How fully hast thou satisfied me, pure 100 

Tntellieence of heaven, angel serene 1 
And, treed from intricacies, tauf ht to live. 
The easiest way, nor with perf Sexing thoughts 
To interrupt the sweet of hfe, from which 
Gk)d hath bid dwell &r off all anxious cares^ 185 ' 

And, not molest us, unless we ourselves 
Seek them with wandVing thoughts, and nottona vain. 
But apt the mind or fancy is to rove 
UncheckM, and of her tonng is no end ; 
Till wam'd, or by experience taught, she lear% lOU 
That not to know at laree of things remote, 
FVom u!«e obscure and subtle, but to know 
That which before us lies in daily life, 
Is the prime wisdom ; what is more, is fume 
Or emptiness, or fond inipertinence, • lOiii 

15 
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And render's us in things that most concern 

UnpractisM, unprepared, and still to seek. 

Therefore from this high pitch let us descend 

A lower flicrht, and speak of things at hand , 

Useful, whence haply mention may arise ^5 

Of something not unseasonable to ask, 

By sufferance, and thy wonted favour deign'd. 

*l1iee I have heard relating what was done 

Ere my remembrance ; now hear me relate 

My story, which perhaps thou hast not heard ; 205 

And day is yet not spent ; till then thou seest 

How subtly to detain thee I devise, 

Inviting thee to hear while I relate, 

Fond, where it not in hope of thy reply : 

For while I sit with thee I seem m heaven, 810 

And sweeter thy discourse is to my ear 

Than fruits of palm-tree, pleasantest to thirst 

And hunger both, from laboar, at the hour 

Of sweet repast ; they satiate, and soon fill 814 

Though pleasant ; but thy words, with grace divine 

Imbued, onng to their sweetness no satiety." 

To whom thus Raphael answered heavenly meek . 
"ISTfer are thy lips ungraceful, sire of men I 
Nor tongue inelocjuent •, for God on thee 
Abundantly his gifls hath also pour'd, 920 

Inward ana Outward both, is image fiiir ; 
Speaking or mute, all comeliness and grace 
Attends thee, and each word each motion forms ; 
NfSo* less t'hink we in heaven of thee (m earth 
Than of our felloW-servant, and inquire 855 

Gladly into the ways of God with man ; 
For God we see hath honoured thee, and set 
On man his equal love : say, therefore, on , 1 

For I that day was absent, as befbll. 
Bound on a voyage' uncouth and obscure, i9C< 

Far on excursion toward the gates of hell ; 
6quar'd in full legion (t»uch command we had) - ' 
1*0 see that none thence issued forth a spy, 
Or ^nepiy, while God was in his work. 
Lest he, mcens'd at such eruption bold, 835- 

Destruction with creation might have mix'd. 
Not that they durst without nis leave attempt 
But us he sends upon his; high behests 
For state, as Sovereign King, and t» inure 
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Onr prompt ohodience. Fast we found, iait shut 

The dismal gates and berricado'd strong } 941 

But, long ere our approaching, heard within 

Noise, other thaii the sound of Janoe or song. 

Torment, and load kunent, and furious rage. 

Glad we retum'd up to the coasts of light 94f 

Ere sabbath evening: so we had in charge. 

But thy relation now ; for 1 attend, 

Pleas'd with thy words, no los« than thou with mhie.* 

So spake the eodlike power, and thus our sire 
* For man to tell how human life beean %50 

Is hard ; for who himself beginning knew 7 
Desire with thee stili longer to converse 
[nduc'd me. As new wa3c'd from soundest sleepy 
Soft on the flowery herb I found me laid 
In balmy sweat, whkih with his beams the son 95S 
Soon dried, and on the reeking moisture fed. 
Straight toward heaven my wond'ring eyes I turned, 
And g;az*d awhile the ample sky; lillraia'd 
By Quick instinctive motion up I sprung, 
As tnithek'ward endeavouring, and upright 96Q 

Stood on my feet ; about me round 1 saw 
Hill, dale, and shady woods, and sunny plains, 
And liquid lapse of murm*rine streams ; by these, 
Cr^tures that liv'd and mov'd, and walked, or flew : 
BikIs on the branches warbling ; all things smilM ; 
With fragrance, and with joy my heart o^erflow'd* 
Myself I then perusM, and limb by limb Wl 

Surveyed, and sometimes went, and sometimes ran 
With supple joints, as lively vigour led : 
But who I was, or where, or from what cause, ^/$ 
Knew not : to speak I tried, and forthwith spake 
My tongue obey*d, and readily could name 
Wliate*er I saw. * Thou sun,' said I, * fair light, 
And thou enlightened earth, so fresh and gay, 
Ye hills, and dales, ye rivers, woods, andplains, t7$ 
And ye that live ana move, ftiir creatures, tell, 
fell, if ye saw, how came I thus, how here 7 
Not of mjTself ; by some great Maker then. 
In eoodness and in power pre-eminent ; 
TeU me how may I know dim, how adore, J8U 

From whom I have that thus I move, and live 
And feel that I am happier than I know.' 
While thus 1 callU and Mra^cl 1 knew not whiHio;' 



From vrhfite I fiist drew aii, and £:rst beheld 
.This happy light, wlien answer none returned, 885 
On a g^reen she^dy bfink, pt-afiiae of flowerS| 
Pensive I sat me down ; there gentle sle^p 
First found nie» and with soft oppression seized 
Mv drowsed sense, untroubled, though I tKougJu 
I then was passing to pny former stat^ SW 

Insensible, and forthwith to dissolve,; 
When suddenly stood at my head a dream. 
Whose inward apparition gently mov'd 
My fiincy to believe I yet &d being, 
And liv*d. One came, methought, of shape divine. 
And said^ * Thy mansion wants thee, Adam, rise 296 
First man, of men innumerable ordainM 
First &tner ! call'd by thee I come thy guide 
To the garden of bliss, thy seat prepu^d.' 
So say^ig, bv the hand he took me raised, • 300 

And over fields and waters, aa in air 
Smooth; sliding without step, last led me up 
A woody mountain ; whose high top was plain, 
A circuit wide enclosed ; with goodhest trees 
planted, with walks and bowers, that what I saw 305 
Of earth before scarce pleasant seemM. Each tree 
Loaden with fairest fruit, that hung to th* eye 
Tempting, stirred in me sudden appetite 
Tq pluck and eat ; whereat I wak'd» and found 
fiefore mine eyes all real, as the dream 310 

Had lively shadowed. Here had new begun 
^y wancrnnfi;, had not he, who was my guide 
Up IvUu^r, from amons the trees appeared. 
Presence divine. Rejoicing, but wuhawa, 
In adoratioti at his feet I fell Zt§ 

Submiss: he rearM me, and, * Whom thou spughi'M 

, I am,' 
Said mikjly, ' Author of all this thou seest 
Above, or round about thee, or Deneath. 
This Paradise I give thee, count it thine 
To till, and keep, and of the fruit to eat.: . dSO 

Of every tree that in the garden grows 
Eat freely with glad heart ; fj^r here no dearth 
But of the tree whose operation brings 
Knowledge of good and 11., iivhich I have set ■ 
The pledge of thy obedience and tliy faith, S2ft 

Amia the garden by the tree of life, 
tUiB^nr^y'i: what I warn t^i sihun to faste* . . 
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And shun the bitter conseqiienee 2 fiir know 

The day thou eatest thereof, mv anie command 

Tra w e g r es g'd, inevitably thou snalt die, 330 

From that day mortal, and this happy ttate 

Shalt lose, expelPd fhxn henee into a world 

Of wo and sorrow.* Sternly be pronounced ^ 

The rigid interdiction, which resounds 

Yet dreadful in min^ ear, thoanh in my dioiee 333i 

Not to incur ; but soon his clear aspect 

Returned, and gracious purpose thus reAew'd : 

'Not only these fair bounds, but all the earth 

To thee and to thy race I give ; as lords 

Possess it, and all things Uiat therein live, 340 

( )r live in sea, or air, b^ast, fish, and fowt. 

In sign whereof each bird and beast behold '. 

After their kinds ; I bring them to receive 

Prom thee their names, and pay thee fealty 

With low subjection ; understand the same 34S 

Offish within their waVry resilience, 

Not hither summoned, since they cannot change 

Their element, to draw the thinner air/ 

As thus be spake, each bird and beast behold 

Approaching two and two, these cow'ring low 350 

With blandishment, each bird stooped on his wing. 

I nam'd them, as they pass'd, and understood 

Their nature, with such knowledge God endued 

M^ sudden apprehension ; but in these 

I found not what methought I wanted still ; 393 

And to the heavenly vision thus pjresum'd: 

M < o by what name, for thon above all these, 
Above mankind, or ou^ht than mankind hi^er^ 
Surpassest fitr my naming how may I 
Adore thee, Author of this universe, ^60 

And all this good to man 7 for whose weU-beii^ 
80 amply, and with hands so liberal. 
Thou hast provided all things : but with me 
I see not who partakes. In solitude 
What happiness, who can enjoy alone, 36i 

Or all enjoying, what contentment find V 
Thus I presumptuous ; and the vision bri^r. 
As with a smile morz brighten'd, thus repiiod • 

" < What eairst thou wtitudo ? is nc t the enrtft 
With various living creu 'ures, and the ait. 3Mil* 
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ReplenisVd^ a «d aU .tlwae at thy eommaitd . 

To coine and play before tliee ? knowest thou sot 

Their language and tbeir waya ? they olaD kaow, ' 

And reaaon not eontemptiUy ; with these 

Find pastitne and b^ir rule ; thy reabn is large.' 375 

80 spake the luurerBal Lord, acd seem'd 

80 ordering. I with leave of speech ini|>kNr'dy 

AJbd huBomt deprecaiion, thus replied c 

" *Lct not |[iy words offend thee, hcarcriy Pow8r 
My Maker, be propitious while I speak. 380 

Hast thou not made me here thy suhstituft, 
And these inferior far beneath me set? 
Among unequals what society 
Can sort, what harmony or true delight 1 
Which must be mutual, in proportion due ' 385 
Given and received ; but in disparity, 
The one intense, the other still remiss, 
Uannot well suit with cither, but soon prove 
Tedious alike : of fellowship I speak 
Such as I seek, fit to participate 39<) 

All rational ddight, wherein the brute 
Cannot, be human consort ; they rejoice 
Each with their kind, lion with lioness ; 
80 fitly them in pairs thou hast combined ;' 
Much less can bird with beast, or fish' with fowl 395 
80 well converse, nor with the ox the ape ; 
W^NTse thQn.can man with beast, and least of all.* 

" Whereto th' Almighty an^wer>d, not dispIeasMi 
* A nice and subtle happiness I see 
Thou to thyself proposest, in the choice ' 4(fQ 

Of thr associates, Adam, and wilt taste 
No pleasure, though in pleasure, solitary. 
What thiqk'st thou then of me, and this my state t 
Seem I' to thee sufficiently possessed 
Of happiness, or not? who am alone 406 

From all '<etemTty, for none I knoiy 
Second to me or lill^e, ef^ual much less. 
How have I then with whom to hold con venfe. 
Save witn the creatures which I made, and thoi^ 
To me inferior, infinite desci'nts 414 

Beneath what other ereatures are to thee V ' 

** He ceased ; I lowly answvr'd : 'To attain 
height and depth oif thy elernal ways « 
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All hvmaii thoughts come rfiortt Siipreind of „ 

Thou in thyself art perfect, and in wee 4li 

U no deficienoe found ; not bo is man, ^ 

But in degree, the cause of his desire, 

fiyconversfftion with his like, to help 

Or solace 1m defects. No need ihat thou 

Bhottldst propagate, already infinite, 4S0 

Arnd through ail numbers abaolute, thottgh od« i ' 

But mail l^ number is to manifesi 

His simple imperfection, and beget 

Like^Kis tike, his iraafe muitipti«^ 

In unit^ defective, which nx]itires , 431 

Collateral love, and dearest amity. 

Thou in thy secrecy, aithoi]^'aMHie, 

Best with thyself acoompanied, seek'at not 

Social communication, yet, so pieas'd, 

Canst raise thy creatures to what hei^ thou witt 

Of union or communion, deified ; ■ 431 

f by conversing cannot these erect 

From prone, nor in their ways complaoeMefind,' 

Thus 1 emboldenM spake, and freeaom us'd 

Pennissive, and acceptance found, whiefa gain'd 

This answer from the gracious Toice^liTine.: 436 

» 

" ' Thus ftu* to try thee, Adam, { was pleaa'd^ 
And find tnee knowing, not of beasts alon^ 
Which thou hast rightlj nam'd, but of thyaeUj 
Expressing well the spirit within thee free, 440 

My ima^e, not imparted to the bnite. 
Whose fellowship therefore unmeet. for the^ 
Good reason was thou freely fthouldst dislike, . 
And be so minded still ; I, ere thou apak'st, . 
Knew it not good for man to be aloney 
Attd no such company as then thou aaw*st . 
Intended thee, for trial only brought. 
To soe how thou eouldst judge of fit and meet - 
What next I bring shall please' thee, be Mnir)d, , . 
Thy likeness, thy fit help, thy other aal^ . . 490 
Fly wish exaetly to thy heart's detixe.* . 

** He ended, or I heard nonore^^ tioyt 

My earthly - by his heavenly overyNrtrev^ : • . • . 
Which it hadlmg stood under^ stiakiM to.tA heigh- 
In thateekBtirtl«»tto«{iiyinblim% ••' . ,- ! 4i5 
Am with an otject that excels the fienae, 
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DwiKled Midmrnt, sunk down, and sou^H repair 

Of sleep, whicn mstamly fell on me, caiiM 

By Nature as in aid, and dos'd mine eyes. 

Mine eyes he clos'd, but open left the cell 

Of Fancy, my interiM^ sigiit, by vbieh ^ 

Abstract, as m a trance, methought I saw^ 

Tliough sleeping, where I lay, and saw tns shape 

Still ghyrious bm^re whom awake I stood ; 46i 

Who, stooping, openV} my left side, and look 

From thence a rib, with cordial spwito warm, 

And life-blood streaming iresh ; wide was the wound^ 

But suddenly with flesh filPd up and heal'd : 

The rib he form'd and fashion'a with his hands ; 

Under his forminpf hands a creature grew, 470 

Manlike, but different seat, so lovely &ir. 

That what seem'd fair in all the world, seem'd now 

Mean, or in her somra'd up, in her contained. 

And in her looks, which from that tkne inAis'd 

Sweetness into my heart, nnfelt before, 475 

And into ail things from her air inspired 

The spirit of love and amorous deliglK. 

She disa]^f)ear*d, and left me dark ; I wak'd 

To find her, or for ever to deplore 

Her loss, and other pleasures all abjure ; 4811 

WheA oat of hope^ behold her, not far oA^ 

Such as I saw her in ray dream, adom*d 

With what alk earth or heaven could bestow 

To make her amiable. On she camey 

Led by her heavenly Makervthough uneeeiv ^^ 

And guided by- his voice, nor uninforro'd 

Of nuptial sanctity and marriage rites: 

Grace was in all her steps, heaven in her eye. 

In every gesture dignity and love t 

I, overjoyed, ceuld not forbear aloud. 490 

" < This turn hath made amends ,• thou hast lutfiM 
Thy.words^ Creator bounteous and benign, 
'Giver ot all Ihings, fair, but fairest this 
Of all thy gifUi, nor enviest. I now see 
Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh, myself 4S6 

Before me ; Weman is her name, of man 
Extracted : Ibr this cause he shall forego 
Fa&er and mother, to his wife adhere ; 
Aad they shall be <ine flsihy one hearty oae 
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** She beard me thus, and thou^ divinely ^MM^ 
Yet iiinooenoe.and Tur^in modesty, Ml 

Her virtue and the cooscienoe of her worth, ■ . > 
That would be woo^d, and not unsought be mon-/^ 
Not obvious, not obtrusive, but retir'd 
The more desirable, or to say aU,< 6^ 

Nature herseif, though pure of skiiul thougbty • < : 
Wrought in her so, Siat seeing me, she tunAl t 
f follow^ her ; she what was nonour knew, 
A.nd with obsequious majesty afyprav'd 
My pleaded reason. To the nuptial bower 1^10 
f led her, blushing like the mom : all heaven, 
And happy eonstellations, <m that hour ' 

Shed their selectest influence ; the earth 
Gave sign of gratulation, and each hill ; 
Joyous the birds ; fresh gales and gentle ah« 511 
Whisper'd it to the woods, and from their wings ' 
Flung rose, fliuig odours from the spicy shrul^ 
Disporting till the amorous bird of ni^t 
Sung spousal, and bid ha«te the evemngstar 
On his hill top, t<y light the bridal lamp. 



** Thus have I told thee aU my stote, and brought 
My stGiy to the sum of earthly miss 
W hich i enjoy, and must confess to find 
In all things else delight indeed, but such 
As, usM or not, works in the mind no change, SiM 
Nor vehement desire^ these delicacies / 

I mean of taste, sight, smell, herbs, (ruitu^ wtA 

flowers. 
Walks, and the melody of birds ! but hen 
Far otherwise 1 transported I behold. 
Transported toueh ; here passion first I fek, 69D 
Commotion strange ! in all enjoyments else 
Superior and unmov'd ; here only weak 
Against the charm of beauty *s powerlul glanoe* 
Or nature fail'd in me, and left some part 
Not proof enough sucli object to sustain, iX 

Or from my oide subducting, took perhaps 
More than enough ; at least on her bestow^ 
Too much* of ornament, in outward show 
Elaborate, of inward less exact. 
For well I understand in tne prime end 540 

Of nature her th' inferior, in the mind 
had inward fiundties, wnica most eaee^ 
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.fa ovC^rard also her nssembKnr less 

fiOs image who made both, and less expiessing 

The eharacter of that dominion giTen BM 

O'er mher cTBaturos ; vot when fappruad. 

fler lovelinessy to absoiatA^ she sce^ns, 

And in herself oompleto, so weii to know 

Her own, that what she wills to do or say 

Seems wisest, Tirtttousest, discreetest, heal ; 5M 

All higher knowled^ in her presence falls 

Degraded, wisdom m discourse with her 

looses disoount'nanc'd, and like fblly shows ; 

Authority and reason on her wait, 

As one intended first, not after made S35 

Ooeasionaily ; and, to consummate all, 

Greatness of mind and nobleness their seat 

fiiiild in her loreliesi, and create an awe 

About her, as a gwurd angelic piac'd.'' 



To whom the angel with contracted brow : 
''Accuse net nature, she hatli done her part ; 
Do thou but thine, and be jiot diffident 
Of wisdom ; she deserts thee not, if thou 
EMsmisil tat her, when most thou netd'st her nigh, 
By attributing overmuch to things $6& 

Less excellent, as thou thyself perceiv'sU 
For what admir'st thou, what transports thee so? 
Aft outside? fidr no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherishing, thy honouring, and thy love, 
Nat thy subjection : weigh with her thyself; 67C 
Then value. Oft-times nothing profits more 
Than self«esteem^ grounded on just and right 
Well managed ; of that skill the mere thoa know'st. 
The more ihe will acknowledge thee her bead, 
And to realities yield all her snows: 57? 

Made to sidom for thy delii^ht the more. 
So awful, that with hom^ur thou may'st love 
Thy mate, who soes when thou art seen least wise. 
Alt if the sense of touch, whereby mankind 
Is propagated, seem such dear delight Wm 

Beyond all other, think the same to jcbsafd 
To cattle and eaeh beast ; which would not be 
To them made common and divulg'i, if ought 
Therein enjoy'd were worthy to subdue 
The soul of mAn, or passion m him move. 
What higher in her soeietv thou find'at 
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Attraetrve, iMman, rational, love allU; 

Ib loTin^ thoii dost woU^ in paasion not. 

Wherein true love consists not ; love refines 

The thoughts, and heart enlarges, hath his seat 190 

In reason, and is judicious, is Uie scale 

By which to heavenly love thou may'st ascend ; 

Not sunk in carnal pleasure, for which cause 

Among the beastt no mate for thee was (bund.* 

To whom t!ius hall^abashM, Adam replied : 59ft 
'^'Neither her outside formed so fair, nor ought k 

Cn procreation common to all kmds, 
< Tnou^ higher of the genial bed by far 
And with mysterious reve/enoe I deem^) 
So much delights me, as those graceful acts, 600 
Those thouaaad decencies that daily fiow 
From all her words and actions, mix'd with love i 
And sweet compliance, which (ieclare unfeigned 
Union of mind, or in us both one soul ; 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair 606 

More grateAil than harmonious sound to^th* ear. 
Vet these subject not : I to thee disclose' 
What inward thence 1 feel, not therefore foil'd, • : 
Who meet with various object8| from the sense 
Variously representing ; yet still free, 6U> 

Approve the best, andfollow what I approve. 
To love thou blam'st me not, for love uiou 8ay*st 
Leads up to heaven, is both the wav and guiae ; 
Bear with me then, if lawful what Task; 
Lovs not the heavenly spirits, and how Uieir lo?e 
£xpress they, by looKs only, or do they mix 616 
Irradianoe,. virtual or immediata touch <" 

To whom the angel, with a smile that glow'd 
Celestial rosy red, love's proper hue, 
Answer'd : ^ Let it suffice tbee that thou ki ow'st 
Us liappy, and w'thout love no happiness. 621 

Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy'st 
(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 
In eminence, and obstacle find none 
Of inembi ane, joint or limb, exclusive bars ; 685 
Easier than air with air, if spirits embrace, 
Total they mix, union of pure with pure 
Desiring ; nor restrained conveyance need, 
> As flesh to mix with flesh, or soul with souL 
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But I can now a6 mora ;' tlw fnitms' mm' 630. 

Beyond the earth's ^ntn Oapcl and verdant Isles 

Hesperian sets^ nvf signal to depart. . 

ERj itrong, iWe happy, and love ; bilrt irpc of all^ 

Him whom love is to obey, and keep 

His graat eomiAand ; take heed lest passion sway 

Thy iudgmcmt to do ought, whidi ene free will 6S0' 

Would not admit : thine tind of edl thy sons 

The weal or wo in thee is placed ; beware! 

(in^y persevering diall rejoice, 

Ajod all the biess'd : stand fast $ to stand or fall 6i^ . 

Free in thine own a^bitnament it lies. 

Perfect within no outward aid require ; 

And all templsdion t6 transgress repel." 

So saying, he'arose ; whom Adam thus 
Followed 'with' benediction : ^ Since to part, 64> 
Gro, heavenly guest, ethereal messenger. 
Sent from wnose sovereign goodness I adore. 
Oenile to me and aflable hath been 
Thy condescension, and shall be honoor'd ever 
With grateful memory : thou to mankind 65(1 

Be goixi and frieiuHy still, and ofl return.*' 

• 

tfb parted they ; the angel up to heaven 
Frooi the thick shade, and Adam to his bowex. 
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PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK IX. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

StUnn kaUng compassed the earth, v,iin meJkiated gulli 
returns as a mist hy night into PanuHse, and cnfen 
into the serpent sleeping. Adam and Eve in the 
moniing go forth to their labours, which Eve proposes 
to divide in 'several places^ each labouring aparU 
Adam consents not, alleging the dangcTy lest thai 
enemy, of whom they were forewarned, should attempt 
her found alone. Eve, loth to be though not ctreum- 
spfct or Jinn enough, urges her going Apart, the rather 
iestrous to make trial of her strength : Adam at last 
yields. The serpent finds her alone; his svJbtU 
approach, first gazing, then speaking, with muck 
flaltery extolling Eve above all other creatures. Eve, 
wondering to hear the serpent speak, asks how ks 
atlaired to human speech and such understanding not 
lilt now ; the Serpent answ&s, that by tasting of a 

, certain tree in the garden he tUtained both to speech 
at}d reason, tUl t!ien void of both. Eve requires him 
to bring her to that tree, and finds it to be the tree of 
knowledge forbidden. The Serpent, now groton 
bolder, with many wiles and arguments induces her 
at length to eat : she, pleased loith the tastCf deUberatts 
aiohile whether to impart theret^fto Adam or not; at 
last brings him of the fruU, relates what persuaded 
Iter to eat thereof Admn, at first amaxeti, but p*r^ 
teiving her lost, resolves, th'.ymgh vehemence t(flove, 
to perish with her ; and, extenuating the trespasSy 
eats also of the fruit. The ^ects thereof m them 
both; they seek to cover their nakedness; thenfaUta 
oariance and accusation of one another 
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No more of talk, where God or angel guest 
With man, as with his friend familli.\r us'd 
To sit indulgent, and with him partake 
Rural repast, permitting him the while 
Venial discourse unblam'd :. I now m\xa^ ciiange 5 
Those notes to tragic ; foul distrust, and b^ach 
Disloyal on the partof mar^revolt 
And disobedience ; on the part of hdaven, 
Now alienated, distance and distaste, 
Anger and just rebuke, and judgment given, tO 

That brought into this world a world of wo, 
Sm, and her shadow Death, and Misery 
Death's harbinger. Sad task ! yet argument 
Not less, but more heroic than tne wrath 
Of stern Achilles on his foe pursuM, 1 5 

Thrice fugitive, about Troy wall ; or rag^ 
Of Tumus for Lavinia disespou&'d : 
Or Neptune's ire, or Juno's that so long 
Perplex'd the G-reek and Cytherea'ason . 
If answerable style I can obtain ?0 

Of my celestial patroness, who deigi^ 
Her nijghtly visitation unimplor'd. 
And dictates to me slumb'ring, or inspires 
Eiasy my unpremeditated verse t 
Since first this subject for heroic song 25 

Pleas'd me, long choosing, and beginning li|te-, 
Not sedulous by nature to indite 
Wa.8, hitherto the only argument 
Heroic deem'd, chief mast'ry to dissect 
With long and tedious havoc, fabled knights 30 

In battles feign'd ; the better fortitude 
Of patience and heroic martyrdom 
Unsung ; or to describe races and ^mes. 
Or tilting furniture, emblazon'd shields. 
Impresses quaint, caparisons, and steeds ; J 5 

Bases and tinsel trappings, eorgeous knights 
At joust and tournament ; tnen marshall'd finst 
Sery'd up in hall with sewers, and senesohals ; 
The skill of artifice or office mean. 
Not that which justly gives heroic name 40 

To person or^ poem» Me, of tnese 
Nor skill'd noF studious, higner argument 
Remains, sufficient of itselfto raise 
That name, unless an age' too late, or cold 
Climate, or years, damp my intended wiri^: ^ 
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Depressed, and mudi they may, if ali be bum, 
Not hers who brings it nightly to my ear. 

The sun was sunk, and after him th^ star 
Of Hesperus, whose office is to bring 
Twilight upot. the earth, short arbiter 60 

'Twixt day and night; and now from end to end 
Niffht's hemisphere had veil'd th' horizon round: 
When Satan, who late fled before the threats 
Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improv'd 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent 56 

On man's destruction, maugfe what mig^bt hap 
Of heavier on himself, fearless returned. 
By night he fled, and at midnight retumM 
From comoassing the earth, cautious of day, 
Sinee Uriel, regent of the sun, descried 69 

His entrance, and forewam*d the cherubim 
That kept their watch ; ihence, full of anguish dnreiii 
The space of seven continued nights he rode 
With darkness, thrice the eauinoctial line 
He circled, four times crossM the car of night 6S 
From pole to pole, traversing each colure ; 
On th' eighth returned, and on the coast, averse 
From entrance or cherubic watch, by stealth 
Found unsuspected way. There was a place, * 
Now not, though sin, not time, first wrought the 
change, 70 

Where Tigris at the foot of Paradise 
Into a gulf shot under ground, till part 
Rose up a fountain bv the tree dC life : 
In with the river sunx, and with it rose 
Satan involved in rising mist, then sought 75 

Where to lie hid ; sea he had searched, and land 
From Eden over Pontus, and the pool 
Maeotis, up beyond the river Ob ; 
Downward as far antarctic ; and in length 
West from Orontes to the ocean barrd 80 

At Darien, thence to the land where flows 
Ganges and Indus. Thus the orb he rram'd 
With narrow search, and with inspection deep 
Considered every creature which of all 
Most opportune might serve his wiles, an<f found 81 
The serpent subtlest beast of all the field. 
Him» after long debate, irresolute 
Of thoughu revolv'd. bis final sentence choM 
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Fit resael) fittest imp ef fraud, in whom 

f o enter, and his dark suggestions hide M 

From sharpest sight : for ni the wily snake, 

Whatever slei^ts, none would suspicious mark. 

As from his wit and native subtlety 

Proceeding, which in other beasts observM 

Doubt mi^ht beget of diabolic power, 95 

Active within beyond the sense of brute. 

Thus he resolvM ; but first from inward grie^ 

His bursting passion into plaints thus pour'd ; 

'*0 earth, how jike to heaven, if not preferr'd 
More justly, seat worthier of ^^s, as built lOU 

With second thoughts, reforming what was old 1 
For what God after better worse would build 7 
Terrestrial heaven, danc'd round by otiier heavens 
That shine, yet bear their bright omcious lamps. 
Light above light, for thee alone, as seems, 10> 

In thee concentring all their precious beams 
Of sacred influence ! As God in heaven 
Is centre, yet extends to all, so thou 
Centring receiv'st from all those orbs ; in thee, 
Not in Uiemselves, aU their known virtue appears 
Productive in herb, plant, and nobler birth 1 1 1 

Of creatures animate with gradual life 
Of growrh, sense, reas*'>n, all summed up in man. 
With what delight could I have walkM thee round, 
If I could joy in ought, sweet interchange I Ik 

Of hili, and valley, rivers, woods, and plains, 
Now land, now sea, ai^ shores with forest crcwnM, 
Rocks, dens, and caves ! But I in none of tliese 
Find place or refuge ; and the more 1 see 
Pleasures about me, so much more I feel 190 

Torment within me, as from the hateful siege 
Of contraries ; all good to me becomes 
Bane, and in heaven much worse would be my blate. 
But neither here seek I, no nor in b^ven. 
To dwell, unless by mastVin^ heaven's SuprttOA ; 
Nor hope to be myself less miserable IM 

By what 1 seek, but others to make such 
A^ I, though thereby worse to me redound ; 
For only in destroying ft find ease 
To my Velep»l«?8s thoughts ; and him destroyed, 130 
Or won to wIiht niAy work his utte.i loss. 
For whom all this was made, all this wiil soon 
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Follow, as Qb him link'd in weal or wo ; 
tn wo then ; that destruction wide may range. 
To me shall be the glory sole among 135 

Th' infernal powers, in one aay to ha?e marr'd 
What he, Almighty styrd, six nights and days 
Continued making, euncl who knows how long 
Before had been contriving 7 thoueh perhaps 
N'ot longer than since I in one ni^ht freed 140 

From servitude inglorious well m^h half 
Th' angelic name, and thinner len the throng 
Of hi? adorers : he to be aveng'd. 
And to repair his numbers thus impaired. 
Whether such virtue s^nt of old now iall'd 145 
More angels to create, if they at least 
Are his created, or to spite us more, 
l>eterniin'd to advance into our room 
A creature fonn*d of earth, and him endow, 
Gxalted from so base original, 150 

With heavenly spoils, our spoils. What he decreed 
He effected : man he made, and for him built 
Magnificent this world, and earth his seat, 
Him lord pronouncM^ and, O indignity ! 
Subiected to his service angel wings, 155 

And flaming ministers, to watch and tend 
Their earthly charge. Of these the vigilance 
t dread, and to elude, thus wrapped in mist 
Of midnieht vapour glide obscure, and pry 
In every bush and bnike, where hap may find 160 
The serpent sleeping, io whose mazy folds 
To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 
O foul descent ! that l^ who erst contended 
With g^s to sit the highest, am now constrainM 
into a beast, and mixM with bestial slime, 165 

This essence to incarnate and imbrute, 
That to the height of Deity aspir'd ; 
But what will not ambition aha revenge ' 

Descend to ? who aspires, must down as low 
As high he soar'd, obnoxious, first or last, 170 

To bflMest things. Revenge, at first though swe^tj 
Bitter ere long, back on itself recoils : 
Let it ; I reck not, so it light well aim'd, 
Since higher I fhU short, on hipi who next 
Provokes ray envy, this new favorite 17ft 

Of heaven this man of day, son of despite, ' 

16* 
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Whom va the mpre to spite his Maker mis'd 
From dust. Spite then with spite is best repaid." 

So sayinf , through each thicket, dank or dry. 
Like a black mist low creeping, he held on 190 

His midnight search, where soonest he might find 
The serpent : him fast sleeping soon he found 
In labyrinth of many a round self rolled, 
fiis head ths midst, well stor-d with subtle wiles. 
Not yet in horrid shade or dismal den, 195 

Nor noccnt yet, but on the grassy herb, 
Fearless, unfear'd he slept : in at his mouth 
The Devil entered, and his brutal sense. 
In heart, or head, possessing, soon inspired 
With act inteliigential ; but his sleep 190 

Disturbed not, waiting close th' approach of room. 

Now, when the sacred light began to dawn 
{h Eden on the humid flowers, that breath'd 
rheir mornine incense, when all thin{|fs thai breathe 
From the earih^s great altar send up silent praise 195 
To the Creator, and his nostrils fill 
jVith grateful smell, forth came the hunruin pair. 
And join'd their Tocal worship to the choir « 
Of creatures wanting voice ; that done, partake 
The season, prime for sweetest scents and airs . 3(K> 
Then commune how that day they best may ply 
Their growing work ; for much their work outgrev 
The hands despatch of two eard'ning so wide, 
And Eve first to her husband thus b^gan : 

** Adam I well may we labour still to dress ^'r& 
J*his earden, still to tend plant, herb^ and flower, 
Oiur plessant task enioin*a, but till more hands 
Aid us^ the work under our labour grows, 
Luxurious by restraint ; what we by day 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, & 4O 

One night or two with wanton growth derides. 
Tending to wild. Thou, therefore, now advise. 
Or hear what to my mind first thoughu present , 
Let us divide our labours, thou where choice 
Leads thee, or where most needs, whether b> wuk^ 
The woodbine round this arbour, or direct il€ 

The clamping ivy where to climb, while l^ 
In yonder spring of roses intermixed 
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With mvrtie, find what to ncress till noon ; 
For while so near each oilier thus idl day iSO 

Our task we choose, what wonder if so near f 
Looke intervene, and smiles, or object new 
' Casual discourse draw on| which intermits 
Our day^s work broueht to little, though beg^n 
Early, and th' hour of supper contes uneam'd :" 235 

To whom mild answer Adam thus retum'd : 
** Sole Eve, associate sole, to me beyond 
Compare, above all living creatures dear ! 
Well hsist thou motionM, well thy thoughts emplcy'd, 
How we might well fulfil the work which here 830 
God hath assignM us, nor of me shalt pass 
Unprais'd ; for nothing lovelier caii be found 
III woman, than to study household good, 
And good works in her nusband to promote. 
Vet not so strictly hath our Lord imposed S35 

Labour, as to debar us when we neetl 
Refreshment, whether food, or talk between, 
Food of the mind, or this sweet intercourse 
Of looks and smiles ; for smiles from reason flow. 
To brute denied, and are of love the food, 240 

Love not the lowest end of human life. 
^ For not to irksome toil, but to delight, 
He made us, and delight to reason ioin'd. 
These paths and bowers, doubt not out our joint hands 
Will keep from wilderness with ease, as wide 245 
As we need walk, till youhger hands ere loni; 
Assist us : but if much converse perhaps 
Tltee satiate, to short absence I could yield ; 
For solitude sometimes is best society, 
And short retirement urges sweet return. 250 

But other doubt possesses me, lest Kami 
Befall thee severed from me ; for thou know*8t 
What hatK been wamM us, what malicious foe, 
Envyini^ our happiness, and of his own 
Denpainng, seeks to work us wo and shame 255 
By sly assault ; and somewhere nigh at hand 
Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find, 
His wish and best advanta^ us asunder. 
Hopeless to circumvent us join'd, where eaeh 
To other speedy aid might lend at need ; itSO 

Whether his first design be to withdraw 
Our fealty from God, or to disturb 
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Conjugal loTe, than which perhfips no bliss 

£njo)r'd by us excites his envy more ; 

Or %his, or worse, leave not the faithful side S6fi 

That ^ve tbee being, still shades thee and protecta 

The wife, where danger or dishonour lurks^ 

Safest and seemliest by her husband stayrs, 

Who guards her, or with her the wor*f endures.** 

To whom the virgin majesty of Eve, 270 

As one who loves, and some unkindness meeta^ 
With sweet austere composure thus replied : 

** Offspring of heaven and earth, and all earth's loid * 
That such an enemy we have, who seeks 
i)ur ruin, both by thee informed I learn, S7S 

And from the parting angel overheard, 
A.S in a shady nook I stcod behind, 
Just then returned at shut of evening flowers. 
But that thou shouldst my fimmess therefore doubt 
To God or thee, because we have a foe 8S0 

May tempt it, I expected not to hear. 
His violence thou rear'st not, being such 
As we, not capable of death or pain. 
Can either not receive, or canTepel. 
His fraud is then thy fear, which plain infers 985 
Thy equal fear, that my firm fiutn and lovo 
Can by his fraud be shaken or seduc'd ; [breast^ 

Thoughts! which how found they harbour in thy 
Adam, misthnught of her to ^ee so dear ?" 

To whom with Healing words Adam replico 890 
'* Daughter of Gkid and man, immortal Eve ! 
For such thou art, from sin and blame entire ; 
Not diffident of thee do I dissuade 
Thy absence from my sight, but to avoid 
Th' attempt itself, intended by our foe. 895 

For he w ho tempts, though in vain, at least asperaat 
The tempted with dishonour foul, supposed 
Not incorruptible of faith, not proof 
Against temptation : thou thyself with scorn 
And anger wouldst resent the offered wrong, S0(^ 
Though ineffectual found ; misdeem not tron, 
Ksuch afTront I labour to avert 
From thee aione, which on us both at once 
The enemy, though bold, will hardly dart^ 
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Or daring, fint on me th' assault shall light* 305 

Nor th^u his malice and false guile contenm ; 
Subtle he needs must be, who could seduce 
Angels ^ nor think superfluous othters aid. 
I from the influence of thy looks receive 
Access in every virtue, in thy sight 310 

More wise, more watchful^ stronger, if need were 
Of outward strength ; whde shame, thou looking on, 
Shame to be overcome or over-reochM, 
Would utmost vigour raise, and rais'd unite. 
Why shouldst not thou like sense within thee feel 
When 1 am present, and thy trial choose 316 

With me, best witneA of thy virtue tried V* 

So spake domestic Adam in his care 
And matrimonial love ; but Eve, who thought 
Less attributed to her faith sincere, 320 

Thus her reply with accent sweei renew'd: 

** If this be our coi didon, thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit straitened by a foe, « 

Subtle or violent, we not endued 
Single with like defence, wherever met, 3SS 

How are we happy, still in fear of harm? 
But harm prcceaes not sin ; only our Toe 
Tempting affronts us with his foul esteem 
Of our intei^ity ; his foul esteem 
Sticks no dishonour on our front, but turns 330 

Foul on himself: then wherefore shunn*d or fear'd 
By us ? who rather double honour gain 
From his surmise proved ftilse, find peace withiri« 
Favour from heaven, our witness from th' evi^at. 
And what is faith, love, virtue, unassay'd 7 335 

Alone, without exterior help sustain'd 7 
Let us not then suspect our happy state 
Left so imperfect by the Maker wise, 
As not secure to single or combined. 
Frail is our happiness, if this be so, 340 

And Eden were no Eden thus ezpoe'd." 

To whom thus Adam fervently replied : 
** O Woman, best arc all things as the will 
Of <xod ordain'd tliem ; his creating hand 
Nothing imperfect or deficient left 84S 

Of all trat he created, much lest man. 
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Or ought that might his happy state secure, 

Secure from outward force ^ within himself 

The danger lies, yet lies within his power : 

Against his will he can receiye no harm. 35C 

Rut God left free the will ; tot what obeys 

Reason is free, and reason he made right, , 

But bid her well beware, and still erect, I 

Lest by some fair appearing good 8urpris*d, J 

She dictate false, ana misinform the will 355 | 

To do what God expressly hath forbid. \ 

N^ot then mistrust, but tender love enjoins, 

That I should mind thee oft, a^d mind thou me. 

Firm we subsist, yet possible to swerve, 

Since reason not impossibly may meet 360 

Some specious object by the foe suborn'd, 

And fall into deception unaware, 

Not keeping strictest watch, as she was wam'd. 

Seek not temptation then, which to e.void 

Were better, and most likely if from me 36S 

Thou sever not : trial will come unsought. 

Wouldst thou approve thy constancy 7 approve 

First thy obedience ; th' other who can know. 

Not seeing thee attempted, who attest ? 

But if thou think trial unsought may find 370 

Us both securer than thus wam*d thou seem^st. 

Go ; for thy stay, not free, absents thee more ; 

Go in thy native innocence, rely 

On what thou hast of virtue, summon all, 374 * 

For Grod towards thoe hath done his part, do thine." 

So spake the patriarch of mankind ; but Eve 
Persisted, yet suomiss, though last, replied : 

" With thy permission then, and thus forewara'd. 
Chiefly by what thy own last reasoning words 
TouchM only, that our trial, when least sought, 380 
May find us both perhaps far less prepar*d, 
The willinger I g;o ; nor much expect 
A foe so proud will fif-st the weaker seek ; 
So bent, the more shall shame him his repulse." 384 

Thus sayine;, feom her husband's hand her hand 
Soft she withdrrw, and like a wood-nymph lighu 
Oread, or Dryad, or of Delia's train. 
Betook her to the groves, but Delia's lel/ 
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In g;ait surpaaa'df and goddess-like deport; 

Tboug^h not as she, with bow and quiver arm'd^ «390 

But with such gardening tools as Art yet rude, 

Guiltless of fire, Itad form'd, or angels brought. 

To Pales, or Pomona, thus adomM, • 

Likest she scem'd Pomona when slie fled 

Vertumnuj^ jr to Ceres in her prime, 395 

Yet virgin of Proserpina from Jove. 

Her long with ardent look his eye pursu'd 

DelichtM, but desiring more her stay. 

Oft he to her his charge of quick return «. 

Repeated, she to him as oft eni>vtf *d 400 

To be returnM by noon amid tile oower, 

A.nd ali things in best order to invite 

Noontide repast, or aflemoon*s repose. 

O much deceived, much failing, hapless Gve, 

Of thy presumed return ! event perverse ! 405 

Thou nerer from that hour in Paradise 

Found'st either sweet repast, or sound repo6e ; 

Such, ambush hid among sweet flowers and shades 

Waited with hellish rancour imminent 

To intercept thy way, or send thee back 410 

DespoiPd o{ innocence, of faith, of bliss. 

Por now, and since first break of dawn, the fiend, 

Mere serpent in appearance, forth was come, 

And on his quest where likeliest he might find, 

The only two of mankind, but in them 415 

The whole included r«ice, his purpos'd prey. 

In bower and field he sought, where any tuft 

Of grove or garden-plot more pleasant lay. 

Their tendance or plantation ror delight; 

By fountain or by shady rivulet 420 

Ele sought them ooth, but wifih*d his hapmii;ht find 

Evo separate ; he wish'd, but not with nope 

Of what so seldom chanc'd, when to his wish, 

Beyond his hope. Eve separate he spies, 

Veiled in a cloud of fragrance, where she stood, »1S5 

Half spied, so thick the roses bushing round 

About tier glow'd ; oft stooping to support 

Each flower of slender stalk, whose head tho' gay 

Carpati'^n, purple, 4uBure, er speck'd with gold, 

Hung drooping unsustain'd ; them she upstays 430 

Gently witn myrtle band, mindless the while 

Herself, though fairest unsupported flower, 

From her best prop so far, and storms so nigh. 



19S PARADISE LOST. [Bout IX 

Nearer he drew, and many a walk tmvers d 

Of stateliest coverL cedar, pine, or palm ; 4S£ 

Then vofuble and ix>ld, now hid, now seen. 

Among thick- woven arborets and flowers 

Imborder'd on each bank, the hand of Eve : 

Spot more delicious than those gardens feign* 

Or of reviv'd Adonis, or renown*d 440 

Alcinous, host of old Laertes' son, 

Or that, not mystic, where the sapient king 

Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian spouse. 

Much he the place admired, the person more. 

As one who lone in populous city pent, 446 

Where houses tnick and sewers annoy the air. 

Forth issuing, on a summer's mom, to breathe 

Among the pleasant villages and farms 

Adjoined, from each thms met conceive delight. 

The smell of grain,- or tedded grass, or kine, 460 

Or dairy, each rural sieht, eadi rural sourtd ; 

[f chance with nymph-like step (air virgin pass, 

Wha* pleasing seem'd, for her now pleases more, 

She most, and in her look sums all delight ; 

Such pleasure took the serpent to behold 

This flowery plat, the sweet recess of Eve 

Thus early, thus alone ; her heavenly form 

Angelic, but mere sofl and feminine, 

Her graceful innocence, her every air 

Of gesture, or least action, overawM 46C 

His, malice, and with rapine sweet bereavHl 

His' fiercene<a of the fierce intent it brought : 

That space the evil one abstracted stood 

From his own evil, and for the time remain*d 

Stupidly g(X>d, of enmity disarmed, 4tffi 

Of guiU, of hate, of envy, of revenge ; 

But the hot hell that always in him burns. 

Though in mid heaven, soon ended his delight. 

And tortures him now moiv, the more he sees 

Of pleasure not for him ordain'd : then soon 470 

Fierce hat« he recollects, and all his thoughtiT 

Of mischief, gratulating, thus excites : 

*< Thoughts, whither have ye led me 7 with what 
sweet 
Compulsion thus transported to foi^t 
What hither brought vl% ! hate, not love, nor hope 
Of Paradise for hell, hc^ here to tasta 476 
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Of pleasuie, but^iU pleasure totiestroy, 

Save what is in? destroying; other joy 

To me is lost. Then let me not let pass 

Occasion which now smiles; behold alone 480 

The woman, opportune to aJl attempts, 

Her husband, (for I view far lonnd,) not nigh, 

Whose hi^^her inteliectiial more I shun, 

And strength, of oourage haughty, and of limb 

Heroic built, thoueh of terrestrial mould, 485 

Foe not informldaolc, exempt from wound, 

i not ; so much hath heli dems'd, and pain 

Bnfeebled me, to what I was in heaven. 

She fair, divinely fiiir, fit love for gods, 

Not terrible, though terror be in love 490 

And beauty, notanproafih'd by stronger hate, 

Hate stronger, under show of love well feign'd, 

The way which to her ruin now I tend." 

So spake th^ enemy of mankind, endos'd 
Cn serpent, Inmate bad, and tovard Eve 495 

Addressed his way, not with indented wave, 
Prone on the ground, as eince ; but on his rear, 
Circular base of rising folds, that tower'd. 
Fold above foldy «, surging maze, his head 
Crested alofl, and carbuncle his eyes ; 5^)0 

With burnish'd neck of verdant gold, erect 
Amidst his circling spires, that on the grass 
Floated redundant : pleasing was his shape, 
And lovely ; rtever smce of serpent kind 
Lovelier, not those that in lUyria chang'd 60S. 

Elermione and Cadmus, or the £nd 
(n £pidaarU8 ; nor to which transformed 
Ammonian Jove,or CapitoHne was seen. 
He with Olympifts, this with her who bore 
Soipic, the height of Rome. With tract obliqtM Sli^ 
At first, as one who soudit access, but feared 
To-intermptj 8ide*lon^ ne works his way. 
As when a ship^ by skilful steersman wrought, 
Nigh river's moufth or forehind, where the wind 
Veers oil, as oft so steers, and shifts her saH : 611 
So varied he, and of his* tortuous train 
CurlM many a wanton wreiuh in sight of Eve, 
To lure her eye ; she busied heard the louiid 
Of rustlitks leavet, but minded not, as us'd 
To such disport hcfture her throc^ the fieldt fi^ 

17 
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Prom every beast, more duteous at lifcr call 

Than at Circean call the herd'dis^«is'd. 

He bolder now, uncall'd before her stood. 

But as in gaze admiring : oh he bow'd 

His turret crest, and sleek enamellM neck, 525 

Fawning, and lick*d the ^und whereon she trod. 

His gentle dumb expression tum'd at length 

The eye of Eve to mark his play ; he glad 

Of her attention gained, with serpent tongue 

Organic, or impiuse of vocal air, 530 

His fraudulent temptation thus began : 

** Wonder not, sov'reign mistress, if perhaps 
Thou canst, who art sole wonder ; much less arm 
Thy looks, the heaven of mildness, with disdain, 
Displeased that I approach thee thus, and gaze 535 
Insatiate, I thus single, nor have fear*d t 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus retired. 
Fairest resemblance of thy Maker (air, 
Thee all things living ^ze on, all things thine 
By gifl, and thy celestial beauty adore 54(1 

With ravishment beheld, there best beheld 
Where universally admir'd ; but here 
In this enclosure wild, these beasts among, 
Beholders rude, and shallow to discern 
Half what in thee is fair, one man except, 545 

Who sees thee ? (and what is one ?) who shouldat btt 

seen 
A goddess among gods, ador*d and senr'd 
By angels numberless, thy daily train." 

So f loz'd the tempter, and his poem tun'd ; 
IitVo the heart of Eve his words made way, 550 

Though at the voice much marvelling: at length 
Not unamaz*d she thus in answer spake : 

** What may this mean ? language of man pnv 
nounc'd 
By tongue of brute, and human sense expressed ? 
Irie first at least of these I thought denied 655 

To beasts, whom God on their creation dair 
Created mute to ail articulate sound ; 
The latter I demur, for in their looks 
Much reason, and in their actions, oft appeam 
Thee, Serpent, subilest beast of aU the field 560 
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I knew, but not with haman voice endued ; 

Redouble then this miracle, and say, 

How cam*st thcu speakable of mute, and how 

To me so friendly grown above the rest 

Of brutal kind, tnat daily are in sight 1 665 

Say, for such wonder claims attention due.** 

To whom the guileful tempter thus replied : 
** Empress 6f this fair world, resplendent Eve * 
Eaiy to me it is to tell thee all 
Wfaiat thou oommand'st, and right thou shouldst be 
obey'd: 570 

[ was at first as other beasts that eraze 
Tne trodden herb, of abject thoughts and low, 
As was my food ; nor ought but food discem'd 
Or sex, and apprehended nothing high ; 
Till on a day, roving the field, I chanced 675 

A goody ti-ee fiir distant to behold, 
Loaden with fruit of fairest colours roiz'd, 
^uddy and gbld : I nearer drew to gaze ; 
When from the boughs a savoury (3our blown, 
Grateful to appetite, more pleased my sense *680 
Than smell ofsweetest fennel, or the teats 
Of ewe or goat drooping with millc at even, 
Unsuck'd of lamb or kid, that tend their play. 
To satisfy the sharp desire I had 
Of tasting those fair apples, I reaolv'd 68S 

Not to defer ; hunger and thirst at once, 
Powerful persuaders, quieken'd at the soent 
Of that alluring fruit, urff*d me so keen. 
About the mossy trunk I wound me soon. 
For high from ground the branches Mrould require 690 
Thy utmost rmdi, or Adam's : round the tree 
All other bcasra that saw, with like desire 
Longine and envying stood, but could not reach. 
Amid the tree now got, where plenty hunc 
Tempting so nigh, to pluck and eat my fiU B95 

I spared not, for such pleasure till that hour 
At feed or fountain never had I found. ^ 
Sated at length, ere long I might perceive 
Strange alteration in me, to degree 
Of leason in my inward powers, end speech 600 

Wanted not long, thougn to this shape retained. 
Thenceforth to speculations high or deep 
I tum'd my thoughts, and with capacious miod 
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Considered all things visible in heav^, 

Or earUi, or middle, all things fair and good : 6<lf 

But all that fair and good in thy divine 

Semblance, and in thy beauty's heavenly ray, 

United 1 beheld ; no iair to thine 9 

EVjuivalent or second, which compell'd 

Me thus, though importune perhaps, to come fi 10 

And gaze, and worsnip thee, of right deciar'd 

Sovereign of creatures, universal damo**' 

So talk*d the spirited sly snake ; and £ve, 
Yet more ameiz'd, unwary thus replied : * 
" Serpent, thy overpraising leaves in doubt 61 S 

The virtue of that truit, in thee first prov'd : 
But say, where grows the tree, from hence how ftur T 
Folr many are the trees of God that grow 
In Paradise, and various, yet unknown 
To us ; in such abundance lies our choice, 69U 

As leaves a greater store of fruit untoueh'd. 
Still hanging incorruptiUe, till men . 
Grow up to their provision, and more hands 
Help to disburden Nature of her birth." 

To whom the wily adder, blithe and glad : 635 
*' Empress, the way is ready, and not long ; * 
Beyond a row of myrtles^ on a flat, 
Fast by a fountain, one small thickat pasa'd 
Of blowing n)yrrh and balm } if thou accept 
My conduct, I can bring thee thither scxui.'' 630 

"Lead then," said Eve. He leading, swiftly rollM 
[n tangles, and made intricate seem straight, 
To mischief swifl. Hope elevates, and joy 
Brightens his crest ; as when a wandVing fire, 
Compact of unctuous vapOur, which tiie night 635 
Condenses, and the cold environs round. 
Kindled through agitation to a flame, 
Which oft) they say, some evil spirit attends. 
Hovering and olazing with delusive light, 
Misleads th' amazed night-wand*rer firom his wiy 640 
Thro* bogs and mires, and ofl thro* pond or pool. 
There swallowed up and lost, from suoeour mr, ■ 
So elister^d tne dire snake, and into fraud 
Led Eve, our credulous mother, to the teen 
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Of prohibition, root of all our wo ; 645 

Which when she saw, thus to her guide she spake : 

*' Serpent, wemi^ht haTe*8par*d our coming hither. 
Fruitless to me, though fruit oe here to excess, 
The credit of whose virtue rest with thee, 
Wondrous indeed, if cause of such effects. 650 

But of this tree we may not taste nor touch ; 
God so commanded, and left that command 
Sole daughter of his voice ; the rest, we live 
Law to ourselves, our reason is our law." 

To whom the tempter guilefully replied : 655 

^ Indeed ! hath Grod then said that of the fruit 
Of all these garden trees ye shall not eat, 
Yet lords deciar'd of all in earth or air 7" 

To whom thus Eve, yet sinless : *' Of the fruit 
Of each tree in the garden we may eat, 660 

But of the fruit of this fWr tree, amidst 
The garden, God hath said, ' Ye shall not eat 
Thereof, nor shall ye touch it, lest ye die.' *' 

l^he scarce had said, though brief, when now mora 
hold, 
The tempter, but with snow of seal and love 665 
To man, 9nd indignation at his wrong, 
New part puts on, and as to passlofk mov'd. 
Fluctuates disturbed, yet comely an.-l in act 
Rois'd, as some great matter to begin. 
A s when of old some orator renown'd, 670 

In Athens, or free Rome, where eloquence 
Flourished, since mute, to some great cause addressM, 
Stood in himself collected, while each part, 
Motion, each act, won audience ere the tongue, 
Sometimes in hei|;ht began, as no delay 675 

Or preface brookmg through his zeai of right ; 
So standing, moving, or to height up-grown^ 
The tempter, all impassion'd, Uiua began : 

" O sacred, wise, and wisdom-giving plants 
Mother of stienoe ! now I feel thy power 
Within me clear, not only to diseem 
Things in their causes, but to trace th* wity* 
Of highest agent< deem'd howevv wiseb 
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Ctneen of this univene, do not believe 
Those rigid threats of death ^ ye shall not die ; 
How should ye ? by the fruit ? it g^ves you life 
To knowledge ; by the threat*ner 7 look on me, 
Me who have touch'd and tasted, yet both live, 
And life more perfect have attained than fate 
Meant me, by venturing higher than my lot. 
Shall that be shut to man, which to the beast 
Is open 7 or will God incense his ire •^ 
For such a petty trespass, and not praise 
Rather your dauntless virtue, whom the pain 
Of ieath denounced, whatever thing death be, 695 
Deterr'd not from achieving what might lead 
To happier, life, knowled^ of good and evil ; 
Of good, how just? of evil, if what is evil 
Be real, why not known, since easier shunn'd 
Carod, therefore, cannot hurt ye, and be just ; 700 
Not just, not God ; not fear'd then, nor obey'd : 
\ oiir fear itself of death rem^es the fear. 
Why then was this forbid ? Why but to awe ; 
Why but to keep yon low and ignorant, 
Bis worshippers ; he knows that in the day 70fi 
Ye eat thereof, ybur eyes that seem so clear, 
Yet are but dim, shall perfectly be then 
Open'd and clear'd, and ye shall be as godSk 
Knowing both good and evil as they know. 
That ye shall be as gods, since I as man, 710 

Internal man, is but proportion meet ; 
I of brute human, ye of human ^ods. 
So ye shall die perhaps, by putting off 
Human, to put on gnds ; death to be wish'd, 
Though threaten'd, whi<^ no worse than this eaa 
bring. 715 

And whs* are ^ods that man may not become 
As they, participating godlike food ? 
The gods are first, and that advantage use 
On our belief, that all from them proceeds : 
I question it ; for this fair earth I see, 9 20 

Warm'd b^r the snn, producini; %very kind. 
Them nothing : if they all things, who inclos'd 
Knowledge of good and evil in this tree 
Thkt whoso :eat8 thereof, forthwith attains 
Wisdom without their leave 7 and wherein liesi 79f 
Th* offence, that n^n should thus attain to. know 9 
What can your knowledge hurt him, or ihti uim 
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Impart against his will, if all be his 7 

Or is it envy, and can envy dwell 

In heavenly breasts ? 1"^^^ these, and many mora 

Causes import your need of this fair fruit. 7S1 

Goddess humane, reach then, and freely taste." 

He ended, and his words replete) with goile, 
Into her heart too easy entrance won. 
Fix'd on the fniit she gaz*d, which to behold 796 
Might tempt alone, and in her ears the si>und 
Yet rung of his persuasive words, impregnM- 
With reason, to her seeming, and with truth. 
Meanwhile the hour of noon drew on. and wak'd 
An eager appetite, rais'd by the smell 740 

So savoury of that fruit, which with desirey 
Inclinable now i^rown to touch or taste, ** 
Solicited her longing eye ; yet first, 
Pausing aMrhile, thus to heraelf she mus^d : 744 

*' Great, are thy virtues, doubtless, best of fruits, 
Though kept from man, and wortliy to be admir'd, 
Whose taste, too long forbcmne, at first essay 
Gaye elocution to the mute, and taught 
The ton^rue not made for speech to speak thy praise : 
Thy praise he also, who forbids thy use, 750 

Conceals not firom us, naming thee the tree 
Ofkno^ledce, knowledge both of gflNod and evil ; 
Forbids us tnen to taste, but his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good* 
By thee communicated, and our want : 755 

Por good unknown, sure is not had, or had 
4nd yjti unknown, is as not had at all. 
In plain, then, what forbids he but to know, 
Forbids us ^>od, forbids us to be wise ? 
Such prohibitions bind not* But if dearii 760 

Bind us. with after-bands, what profit* then 
Our inward freedom 7 In the day we cat 
Of tliis fiiir fruit, our docm is, wo aliall die. 
How dies the serpent 7 he hath eaten and Mrtt), 
And know,s, and speaks, and reasons, and disoenM^ 
Irrational till then. For us akme 760 

Was death invented 7 or to t» denied 
This iiitelleotuid food, for.heasts resenr'd? 
For beasts it seeraa: yet that one beaut which HfH 
Hath tasted envies not, but brings with joy 770 
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The gorjd befallen him, author unsuapect, 

Friendly to man, far from deceit or ^ile. 

What tear I then, rather what know to ftat 

Under this ignorance of good and eyil, 

Of Gk>d or death, of law or penalty ? 77^ 

Here grows the cure of all, this fruit diyine. 

Fair to the eye, inviting to the taste, 

Ut virtue to make wise : what hinders then 

To reach, and feed at once both body and mimlt" 

So saying, her rasli hand in evil hour 780 

Forth reaching to the fruit, she phick*d, she eat t 
Earth telt the wound, and Nature from her seat, 
Sij^nc through all her works, gave signs of wo 
That all was lost. Back to the thicket slunk 
The guHty serpent, and well might ; for Eve, 78S 
Intent now wholly on her taste, nought else 
Regarded, such delight till then, as seem'cU 
in fruit she never tasted, whether true 
Or fancied so, through expectation high 
Of knowledge, nor was Godhead fix»m her thought 
Greedily she ingorg'd without restraint, 791 

And knew not eating death. Satiate at length, 
And heightened as with wine, jocund and boon, 
Th\is to herself she pleasingly began • 

<*0 sovereign, virtuous, predoiw of all trees. 795. 
In Paradise, of operation bless'd 
To sanijBncs, hitherto obtcur'd, iniam'tl, 

. i^ii^ tnv fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Createa ; but henceforth my early care, 
Not without song, each morning and due praise, 800 
Shall tenc} thee, and the fertile burden ease 
Of thy full branches, ofTer'd free to aU ; 
Till- dieted by thee I grdw mature 
in knowledge, as tlie gods who all things'knofw ; 
Though others envy what they cannot ptre ; 805 
For had the gift been theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience, next to thee 1 owe, 
Beatguiiie ; not fmlowing thee I had remaiu'd 
In ienorance ; thou open'st wisdom's way, 
And givest access, though secret she retire. 810 

' And I perhaps am secret ; heaven is high, 
***-'^ fjid ramota to see from thence distinoi 
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Baeh thing on. earth ; and other care pef hapt 

May have diverted from continual watch 

Our great forbidder, safe with a|l his, spies 815 

About him. But to Adam ir^ what sort 

Shall I appear ? shall I to him make known - 

Ac> yet my change, and give him to partake 

Full happiness with me,, or rather not,. 

But keep the odds of knowledge in my powor 880 

Without copartner 7 so to add what wants 

f n female sex, the more to draw his loye. 

And render me'fnore equal, and perhaps, 

A thiiig- not undesirablo, sometime 

Su})erior ; for inferior who is free 7 835 

This may be well : but what if God have seen, 

And death ensue? then! shall be no more, 

And Adam, wedded to another. Eve, 

Shall live with her enjoying, I extinct; 

A death to think. Confirmed then I resolve^ 830 

Adam shall share with me in bliss or wo; 

3q dear I Iqve him, that with him all deotlis 

I could endure„ without him live no life." 

So saying, from the tree her stef^ she tum'd, 
But first low reverence done, as to, the power 835 
That dw^lt within, whose presence had infusM 
Into the plant sciential sap, dcriv*d 
From nectar, drink of gods. Adam the while 
Waiting desirous her return, had wove 
Of choicest flowers a garland to adorn 840 

Qer tresses, and her rural labours crown. 
As reapers oft are wont their harvest queen. 
Great joy. he promised to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, so long delay'd ; 
Vet oft his heart, divine of something ill, 84^ 

Misgave him.; he the fah'ring measure isXt ; . 
And forth to meet her went, the way she took 
That morn when first they parted : by. the tree 
Of knowledge he must pass, there aq her nset, 
Scarce from the tree returning ; in her hand 850 
A bough of fairest fruit, that downy smil'd, 
V»yr gathered, and ambrosial smell di6^'d« . 
To him she hasted ; in her face excuse 
Came prologue/ and apoiogy too prompt, ■ 864 

Which wiith bUind, words «t witt.ahe UniaaddrMtfilt 
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** Hast thod not wond«rVl, Adam, at my st^y? 
Thee I have missM, and thought it long, depriv'd 
Thy presence, agony of love till now 
Not felt, nor shall be twice, for never more 
Mean I to try, what rash untried I soueht, 860 

The pain of absence from thy sight But strange 
Hath been the cause, and wonderful to hear. 
This tree is ntt., as we are told, a tree 
Of danger tasted, nor to evil unknown 
Opening the way, but of d^^ne effect 865 

To open eyea, and make them gods who taste ; 
And hath been tasted such : the serpent wise. 
Or not restrain'd as we, or not obeying, 
Hath eaten of the fruit, and is become. 
Not dead, as we are threatened, but hence^rth 870 
Endued with human voice and human sense, 
Reasoning to admiration, and with me 
Persuasively hath so prevailed, that I 
Have also tasted, and have also found 
Th' effects to correspond ; opener mine eyes^ 875 
Dim erat, dilated spirits, ampler heart, 
And growing up to Godhead ; which for thee 
Chieny I sought, without thee can desipise. '^• 

For bliss, as thou hast part, to me is bliss ; 
Tedious unshared with thee, and odious soon* 880 
Thou therefore also taste, that eoual lot 
May join us, equal joy, as equal love ; 
Lest thou, not tasting, different degree 
IMsjoin us, and 1 then too late renounce 
, Deity for thee, when fiite will not permit.'* 885 

llias Eve with count'nance blithe her ilory told , 
But in her cheek distemper flushing glow*d. 
On th* other side, Adam, soon as he heard 
The fhtal trespass done by Eve. amaz'd, 
Astonished stood and blank, while horror chill 890 
Ran throueh his veins, and all his joints relaxed r 
From }iis slack hand the garland wreath'd for Ew 
Down dropped, and all the faded roses shed : 
Speechless he stood and pale, till thus at length 
First to himself he inward silenee broke : 805 

*^0 fiurest of creation, last and best 
Of «U €h)d*8 works, creature in whom ezesUM 
Whatever can to sight or thought be fbrm'd 
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Holy, divine, good, uniable, or rweet . 

How art thou losv, how on a sudden lost, 900 

Defac'd, deflowered, and how to death deyote 7 

Rather how hast thou yielded to transgress 

The strict forbiddance, how to violate 

The sacred fruit forbidden 7 some curs'd fraud 

Of enemy hatb beguil'd thee, yet unknown, 905 

4nd me with thee hath ruin'd, for with thee 

Certain my resolution is to c^ie. 

How can I live without thee, how ferego 

riiy sweet converse, and love so dearly joiii'd, 

To live again in thiese wild woods forlorn ! 910 

Should God create another Eve, and I 

Another rib afford, yet loss of thee 

IVould never from my heart ; no, no, I feel 

The link of nature draw me: flesh of flesh, 

Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy state 915 

Mine never shall be parted, bliss or wo." 

So having said, as one from sad dismay^ 
Recomforted, and after thoughts disturbed, 
Submitting to what seemed rejnediless. 
Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he tum'd : 9S0 

** BM deed thou hast presumM, advent'rout Ere, 
And peril great provokM, who thus hath dar'd. 
Had It been only ccveting to eye 
That sacred fruit, sacred to abstinence, . 
Much more to taste it under ban to touch. 9ftS 

But past who can recall, or done undo 7 
Not Gkxl omnipotent, nor Fate ; yet so 
Perhaps thou snalt not die, perhaps the fiiot 
Is not so heinous now, foreitasted fruit. 
Profaned first by the serpent,' by him first 99U 

Made common and anhallow*d ere our taste; 
Nor yet on him found deadly, he yet lives, 
Lives as thou said*st, and gains to live as man, 
Higher desree of life ; inducement strong 
To us, as UkeV tafttine to attain 935 

Proportional ascent, which cannot be 
But to be gods, or angels demi-gods. 
Nor can I think that Grodj Creator wise, 
Though threatening, will m earnest so destroy 
Us his prime creatures, di^ified so high, MO 

Set over all his works, which in our fiUl, 
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For us created, needs with us nou«t fail, 

Dependent made ; so God shall uncreate, 

Be frustrate, do, undo, and labour lose, 

Nfot weU conceiT*d of God, wbo^ thoueh bis power 

Creation could repeat, yet would be loath H9 

Us to abolish, lest the adversary 

Triumph, and say, * Fickle their state whom God 

Most favours { who can please him long ? Mti first' 

tie ruin'd, now mankind; whom will he next?' 950 

\latter of scorn, not to be given the foe. 

dowever I with thee have nx'd my lot, 

Certain to undergo like doom ; if death 

Consort with thee, death is to me as life. 

So forcible within ray heart I feel 9&5 

The bond of nature draw me to my own, 

My own in thee, for what thou art is mine ; 

Our state cannot be severed, we are one, 

One flesh ; to lose thee were to lose mysel£" 

So Adyn, and thus Eve to him replied : MO 

*' O glonous trial of exceeding love, 
niustnuus evidence, example high ! 
Engaging me to emulate, but short 
Of thy perfection, how shall I attain, 
Adam? from whose dear side I boast me spma^' MS 
And gladly of our union hear thee speak. 
One heart, one soul in both ; wh.^reof good proof 
^ This day affords, declaring thee resolv'd, 
* Rather than death, or ou^t than death more dr«d. 
Shall separate us, Hnk'd m love so dear, 970 

To undergo with me one g^iilt, one crime, 
If any be, of tasting this fair fruit, . • 

Whose virtue (for of good still good proceeds, 
Direct, or by occasion) hath presented 
^ This happy trial of thy loV6, which else 975 

So eminently never had been' known. 
Where it I thought death menac'd-W4»uld ensuo 
This my atteQ.*%t, T would sustain alone 
The worst, and not persuade thee, rather dis 
Deserted, than oblige thee ¥rilh afaet 
Penlicious to thy |»aoe» ehiefly assur'd 
Remarkably so late of thy so true, 
So fiuthfut love:Uiiequaird : but I feel 
Vkr otherwise th* event, not death but life 
Auipnented, opeB'4 eyes, new. napes, new joy^, 90|t 
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Taste so divine, thai what of sweet before 

Hath touched my sense, flat seems to this, and harskw 

On my experience, Adam, freely taste, 

And fear of death deliv^ to the winds." , . 

So saying, she embnc'd him, and for joy 9S)0 

Tenderly wept, much won tliat he his love 
Had so enobled, as of choice to incur \ 

Divine displeasure for her sake, or death. 
(n recompense for such compliance (bad 
Such recompense best merits) from the bough 995 
She gave him of that fair enticing fruit 
Witn liberal hand : he scrupled not to eat 
Against his better knowledge, not deceived, 
But fondly overcome with female charm. 
Earth trembled from her entrails, as again 1006 

In pangs, and Nature gavo a second groan ; 
Sk^ lowered, and, muttering thunder, some ^ad dropt 
Wept at completinff of the mortal sin 
Original j while Adam took no thought, 
Elatmg his fill, nor £ve to iterate 1005 

Ber former trespass fear'd, the more to sooth 
EEim with her lov^d society, that now, 
As with new wine intoxicated both, 
They swim in mirth, and fancy that they feel 
Divinity within them breeding wings 1010 

Wherewith to scorn Uic earth : but that false firuit 
Par other operation first displayed, 
Carnal desire inflaming ; he on Eve 
Began to cast lascivious eyes ; she him 
As wantonly repaid ; in lust thej bum : 1015 

Till Adam thus *gan Eve to dalliance more: 

** Eve, now I see thou art exact of taste. 
And elegant, of sapience no small part, 
Since to each meaninjg savour we apply. 
And palate call judicious ; I the nraise 1010 

Yiela thee, so well this day thou nasi punrey'd* 
Mueh pleasure we have lost, while we abstain^ 
Prom tnis delightful fruit, nor known till now 
True relish, tasting ; if such pleasure be 
[n thin^ to us Ibrbidden, it r>i^ht be w:ish*d,- / 1095 
For this one tree had. been forbidden ten. 
But come, so well refreshed n!>w let us play» 
As meet is after such delicious fare : 

16 
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For never did thy beauty, since the day 

I saw thee first, and wedded thee, adorned lOSH 

With all perfections, so inflame my sense 

With ardour to enjoy tliee, fairer now 

^han ever, bounty of this virtuous tree.** 

So sJtid he^ and forbore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intent, well understood 1035 

Of Eve, whose eye darted contagious fire. 
Her hand he seiz'd, and to a shady bank, 
Thick over head with verdant roof imbower'd, 
He led her, nothing loath ; flowers were the couch, 
Pansies, and violets, and asphodel, Hw) 

And hyacinth, earth's freshest, softest lap. 
Xherc they their fill of love and love's disport 
Took largely, of their mutual guilt the seal, 
The solace ofthieir sin^ till dewy sleep 
Pppress'd them, weaned with their amorous play. 

Soon as the force of that fallacious fruit, 104l» 

That with exhilarating vapour bland 
About their spirits had play'd, and inmost powers 
Made err, was now exhal'd ; and grosser sleep. 
Bred of unkindly fumes, with conscious dreams 1050 
Elncumber'd, now had left them ; up they rose 
Asfirom unrest, and, each the other viewing, 
Soon found their eyes how open'd, and their minds 
How darkened ; innocence, tfiatas a veil 
Had shadow*d them from knowing ill, was gone, 
Just confidence, and native righteousness, 1056 

And honour from about them naked left 
To guilty shame ; he covered, but his robe 
Uncovered more. So rose the Danite stipng, 
Herculean Samson, from tlie harlot-lap ** lOOf) 

Of Philistean Dalilah, and wak'd 
Shorn of his strength. They destitute and bare 
Of all their virtue : silent, and in face 
Confounded, long they sat, as strucken mute. 
Till Adam, though not less than Eve abai^M, 1065 
At length gave utterance to these words oonstrain'd * 

"OEve. in evil hour thou didst give ear 
To that false worm, of whomsoever taught 
To ouunterfeit man*s voice, true in our nM, 
False in our promis'd rising ; since our tven I07C 
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Open'd we find indeed, and find we know 

Both good and evil, good lost, and evil got ; 

Uad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know, 

Which leaves us naked thus, of honour void, 

Of innocence, of faith, of purity^, 107ft 

Our -wonted ornaments now soiPd and stain'd, 

And in our faces evident the signs 

Of foul concupiscence ; whence evil store ; 

Even shame, the last of evils : of the fijrst 

Be sure then. How shall I behold the face lOM 

Henceforth of God or an^el, erst with joy 

And rapture so oft beheld ? those heavenly shapes 

Will dazzle now this earthly with their blaze 

Insufferably bright. O might I here ' 

In solitude live savage, in some ^lade 1086 

Obscured, where highest woods, impenetrable 

To star or sun light, spread their umbrage broad 

And brown as evening. Cover me, ye pines, 

Ye cedars, with innumerable boughs 

Hide me, where I may never see thefh more ! 1090 

But let us now as in bad plight, devise 

What best may for the present serve to hide* 

The ports of eadi from other, that seem most 

To shame obnoxious, and unseemliest seen ; 

Some tree, whose broad smooth leaves together sew'd. 

And girded on our loins, may cover round 1090 

Those middle parts, that this new comer, shame, 

There sit not, and reproach us as unclean." 

So counselPd he, and both together went 
Into the thickest wood ; there soon they chose 1100 
The fig-tree, nofthat kind for fruit renown'd, 
But such as at this day to Indians known 
In Malabar or Decan spreads her arms 
Branehinff so broad ana long, that in the ground 
The bended twigs take root, and daushters grow 
About the mother tree, a pillar'd shade 1 100 

High overarch*d, and echoing walks between ; 
There ofl the Indian herdsman, shunnine heat, 
Shelters in cool, and tends his pasturing nerds 
At loop-holes cut thro' thickest shade. Those leaver 
They ^ther'd, broad as Amazonian targe, 1111 
And MTith what skill they had, together sew'd, 
To ^rd their waist, vain covering if to hide 
Their guiJt and dreaded shame; O how unlike 
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To that first naked glory I Such of late 1116 

Columbua found, th' American, so girt 

With feather'd cincture, naked else and wild 

Among the trees on isles and woody shores. 

Thup fencM, and as ihey thought, their shame in part 

Cover'd, Wl, not at rest or ease of mind, 1 ISO 

They sat them down to weep; nor only tears 

Rained at t^ir eyes, but high winds worse within 

Bej^n to rise, high passions, anger, hate, 

Mistrust, mispicion^iscord, and shook sore 

Their inward state of mind, calm region once US6 

And full of peace, now toss'd and turbulent : 

For understanding rul'd not, and the will 

Heard not her lore, both in subjection now 

To sensual appetite, who from oeneath, 

Usurping over sov'reign reason, ciaim'd 1130 

Superior sway : from this distempered breast, 

Adam, estranged in look and alter'd style, 

Speech intermitted thus to Eve renew'd : 

^ Would thou hadst hearken'd to my words, and 
stay'd 
With mo, as I besought thee, when that strange 
Desire of wandering this unhappy mom, 1 ISO 

I know not whence possess'd tnee ; we had then , 
itemain'd still happy, not as now, despoil'd 
Of all our good, snam*d, naked, miserable. 
Let none henceforth seek needless cause t' approve 
The faith they owe; when earnestly they^seeK 1141 
Sudi proof, conclude, they then begin to tail.'* 

To whom, soon noovM with touch of Uame, thus 
Eve: 
** What words have pass'd thy lips, Adam,severD! 
Imput'si thou that to my default, or will 1 145 

or wandVing, as thou cairst it, which who knowa 
But might as ill have happen *d thou being by. 
Or to thyself perhaps ? Hadst thou been thens, 
Or here th' Aitempt, thou oouldst not have disoer**'* 
Fraud in the serpent, speaking as he spake ; II SO 
No ground of enmity between ds known. 
Why he should mean me ill, or seek to harm.' 
Was I to have never parted from thy side t 
As gOf)d have grown tiiere Nti!l a lifeless rib. 
Being aa I am, why didat not thou, the head, 
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Command me absolutely not to go^ 

Gkune into such clanger as thou saidst ? 

Too mcile then thou didst not much gainsay, 

Nay didst permit, approve, and fair dismiss. 

Hadst thou been firm and fixM in thy dissent, 1 100 

Neither had I transgiessM, nor thou with me.'* 

To whom then first incens'd, Adam replied t 
^Is this the love, is this the recompense 
Of mine to thee, inerateful Eve, exprcss'd' 
Immutable, when thou wert lost, not 1 ; 1166 

Who mif ht have liy*d and joyM immortal bliss, 
Yet willingly chose rather death with thee 7 
A.nd am 1 now upbraided as the cause 
Of thy transgressmg? not enough severe, 
It seems in my restraint: what could 1 more 7 1170 
1 warn'd thee, I admonished thee, foretold 
The danger, and the lurking enemv 
That lay in wait ; beyond this had been force, 
And force upon tree will hath here noplace. 
But confidence then bore thee on, secure 1 175 

Either to meet no danger, or to find 
Matter of glorious tricQ ; and ))erhaps 
I also errMin overmuch admiring 
What seem'd in thee so ^rfect, that I thought 
No evil durst attempt thee, but I rue 1 180 

That error now, which is become my crime, 
And thou th* accuser. Thus it shall befall 
Him who to worth in woman overtrustine 
Lets her will rule ; restraint she will not brook. 
And left to herself, if evil thence ensue, 1 185 

She first his weak indulgence will accuse." 

Thus they in mutual accusation spent 
The fruitless hours, but neither self-condemning 
Atid of their vain contest appeared no end. 
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Mm't trmugresH&n known, the guardian angdi /br> 
take Paradittf ani return up to heaven to ofrprooi 
their vigilance; and are approved; God declaring 
t/uU the entrance of Satan could not he by them prt' 
vented. He tende kit Son to judge the t r a ne gres' 
vara, who deecende and gives sentence adeordhiglif ; 
then in pity clothes them both, and reascends, Sin 
and Death, sitting tW then at the gates of hdl, hy 
wondrous sympathy, fading the success of Satan in 
this new world^ and the sin by man there committed^ 
resolve to sU no longer confined in hell, but to follow 
Satan their sire up to the place of man. To make 
the way easier from hell to this world to and fro, they 
pave a broad highway or bridge over Chaos, according 
to the track that Satan first made; then preparing 
fifT earth, they meet him, proud of his success, reftim- 
ing to heU ; their mutual gratuhtion. Satan arrives 
at Pandemonium; in full assembly relates, with boa^ 
fn^, his success against man ; instead of applause it 
entertained with a general hiss by all his audience^ 
transformed with himself also suddenly into rerpents^ 
according to his doom given in Paradise : then^ do* 
iuded with a show of tfu forbidden tree springing vp 
before them, they, greedily reaching to take of the fruity 
thew dust and bitter ashes. The proceedings of Sm 
and Death, God foretells the final victory of his Soti 
aver thwi, and the rene^oing of aU things ; but, for 
the present commands his angels to make several at* 
taraiimis in ttu heavens and elements. Adam, men 
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and more PereeMng MtfalUn ewdUloH, heoHUf ^«- 
waUt ; rtjerU tke condoUment ofEte ; $he pertiaUt 
mnd of letif^h appeases him : therij to evade the ewru 
Ukely to fall on their offsprings proposes to •^dom vio* 
ImiI wojfA, which he approves not, hut eonetiving kst» 
Ur hope, puts her in mind of the Ude promise mads 
them, that her teed should he revenged on tke SerpMl- 
and exhorts her, with him, to seek peace wUh the ^ 
fended Deity by repentance and eufflieation. 



Meanwhile the heinous and despiteful act 
Of Satan done in Paradise, and how 
He in the serpent had perverted Eve, 
Her husband she, to taste the fatal fruit. 
Was known in hearen ; for what can scape tiie eye 6 
Of God All-seeing, or deceive his heart 
Omniseient? who, in aJl thinfs wise and just, 
Hinder'd not Satan to attempt the mind 
Of man, with strength entire, and free-¥rill anu'o 
Complete to have discovered and repuls'd iO 

Whatever wiles of toe or seeming fnend. 
For stiU they knew, and ought te have stiU reiiien»- 

ber*d. 
The high injunction not to taste Uiat fruit. 
Whoever tempted ; which they not obeying, 
f ncurrM (what could they less 7) the penalty, 15 

And, manifold in sin, deserv'd to falL 

Up into heaven frt>m Paradise in haste 
Th' angelic guards ascended, mute and aad 
For man, for of his state by this they knew, 
Much wondVing how the subtle fiend had stolHi 90 
Cntrai'ce unseen. Soon as th' unwelcome newa 
From earth.arriv'd at heaven-gate, displeas*d 
All were who heard ; dim sadness did not spare 
That time celestial visages, yet mix'd 
With pity, violated not their bliss. 25 

About the oew-arriv'd in multitudes 
The etherenl people ran, to hear and know 
How all befell : toey towards the throne lupraoao 
Accountable made haste to make appear 
With righteous plea their utmost vigilance, 90 

kad easily approvM ; when the Most Higli 
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Eterna} Father, fWrni his aecriet cloud, 
Amidst in thunder otter'd thus his voice ; 

** Assembled angels, and ye powers retuni*d 
From unsuccessful charge, he not dismay'dt 36 

Nor tra*ibled at these tidings from the earthf 
Which your sincerest eare could not prevent ; 
Foretold so lately what would come to pass 
When first this tempter crossed the girii from helL 
I told ye then he should prevail and speed 40 

On his bad errand, man should be seduc'd 
And flatter'd out of all, believing lies 
Against his Maker ; no decree of mine 
Concurring to necessitate his fall, 
Or touch with lio;htest moment of impulse 45 

His free-will, toller own inclining left 
In even scale. But fallen be is ; and now 
What rests, but that the mortal sentence pass 
On his transgression, death denounced that day 7 
Which he presumes already vain and void, 50 

Because not yet inflicted, as he fear'd. 
By some immediate stroke ; but soon shall find 
Forbearance no acquittance ei*e day end. 
kistioe shall not return as bounty scorn*d. 
But whom send I to judge them ? Whom but thee. 
Vicegerent Son 7 to thee 1 have transferred Sk 

All judgment, whether in heaven, or earth, or faeU. 
Basy it may oe seen that I intend 
Mercy colleague with justice, sending thee 
Man's friend, his mediator, his designed 
Botn ransom and redeemer voluntary, 
And destin'd man himself to judge man falleik* 

8o spake the Father, and unfokSing bright 
Toward the right hand his glory, on the S«n 
Blaz'd forth unclouded Deity ; he fuU . 65 

Resplendent all his Father manifest 
Glxpress'df and thus divinely answer'd aitUI: 

** Father Eternal, thine is ta decree. * 
Mine both in heaven and earth to do thy will 
Supreme, that thou in me thy Son belov'd 70 

May*8t ever rest well pleas'o. I eo to judge 
On earth these thy transgressors, but thou Know*ifel» 
Whoever Judg*d, the wont on mo must lights 
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When time shall be, for so I underUyck 

Before thee ; and not repenting, this <^taiA fl 

Of right, that I may mitigate their doom 

On me derivM ; yet I shall temper so 

Justice with mercy, as may illustrate most 

Them full> satisfied, and Thee appease. 

Attendance none shall need, nor train, where nont 69 

Are to behold the judgment, but the jude*d, 

Those two ; the third oest absent is condcnm'd^ 

Convict by flight, and rebel to all law : 

Conviction to the serpent none belongs.** 

Thus saying, from his radiant seat he rose B$ 
Of high collateral glory : him, thrones and poweri. 
Princedoms and dominations, ministrant, 
Accompanied to heaven -gate, from whence 
Eden and cJl the coast in prospect lay. 
Down he descended straight ; the speed of gods M 
Time counts not, tho' with swif>.est minutes winged. 
Now was the sun in western cadence low 
From noon, and gentle airs, due at their hour 
To fan tiie earth, now wak'J, and usher in 
The evening cool, when he from wrath more cool 9b 
Came the mild iudge and intercessor both 
To sentence man : the voice of God they heard. 
Now walking in the garden, by sofl winds 
Brought to their pars, while day declin'd ; they heard| 
And from his presence hid' themselves amons 100, 
The Uiickest trees, both man and wife, till Sod 
Approaching, thtis to Adam call'd aloud : 

** Where art thou, Adam, wont with joy to meet 
My coming seen far off/ I miss thee here. 
Not pleas'd, thus entertained with solitude, lOi 

Where obvious duty ere while appeared unsought ; 
Or come I less conspicuous, or what chanee 
Absents thee, or what chance detains? Come forth*' 

He came, and with him Eve, more loath, tho* first. 
To olfend, discount'nanc'd both, and discompo8*d ; 
Love was not in their tiM>ks, either to Qod IIX 

Or to each other, but apparent guilt, 
And shame, and perturbation, and despair, '^ 

Anger, and obstinacy* and hate, and guile. 
Whence Adam falt'rmg long, tnus answer'd brief 
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" I hea) d thee in the earden, and of thy voice 1 ih 
Afraid, being naked, hid myself." To whom 
The gracious Judge without revile rephed : 
** My voice thou Sd hast heard, and hast not fear**^ 
But still rejoic'd : how is it now become 190 

So dreadful to thee ? that thou art naked, who 
fclath told thee ? hast thou eaten of tlie tree, 
Whereof I gave thee charge thoushouldst not eat* ' 

To whom thus Adam, sore beset, replied : 
' O heaven ! in evil strait this day I stahd ^ iSfi 
Before my Judare, either to undergo 
Myself the total crime, or to accuse 
My other self, the partner of my life ; 
.Whose failing, while her faith to me remainsy 
I should conceal, and not expose to blame )30 

By my complaint ; but strict necessity 
Subdues me, and calamitous constraint, 
Lest on my head both sin and punishment, 
However insupportable, be all 
DevolvM ; though should I hold my peace, yet thoa 
Wouldst easily detect what I conceal. 13S 

This woman, whom thou raad'st to be my help 
And gav*st me as thy perfect gifl, so ^bod, 
So fit, so acceptable, so divine. 
That from her hand I could suspect no ill. 140 

And what she did, whatever in itself. 
Her doing seem'd to justify the deed ; 
She gave me of the tree, and I did eat." 

I 
To whom the sov'reign Presence thus replied t 
•* Was she thy God, that her ihou didst obey 145 
Before his voice, or was she made Ihy guide, 
Superior, or but equal, that to her 
Thou didst resign thy manhood, and the place 
Wherein God set thee above her, made of the«^ 
And for thee, whose perfection far excell'd 150 

Hers in all real dignity? Adoin'd 
She was indeed, and lovely to attract 
Thy lovi», not thy subjection ; and her gifts 
Were sucJi as under government well seemM 
Unseemly to bear rule, which was thy part 165 

And person, hndsA thou known thyself arighU' 
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80 having said, he thus to Ert in few : 
** 8ay, Women, what ia this which thou haat done?*> 

To whom sad Eve, with shame niefa overwhehn^d^ 
Confessing aoon, yet not before her £idee 16P 

Bold or loquacious, thus abash'd, replied : 
** The serpent me beguiPd, and I did eaL" 

Which when the Lord God heard, without delay 
To judgment he proceeded on th' accursM. 
Serpent, though brute, unable to transfer 165 

The ^ilt on him who made him instrument 
Of miscJiief^ and polluted from the end 
C^ his creation ; justly then accursed, 
As vitiated in nature : more to know 
Concem'd not man (since he no further knew) 170 
Nor atter'd his oiTence ; yet €rod at last 
To Satan, first in sin, his doom applied. 
Though in mysterous terms, jud^d as then best : 
And on the serpent thus hi:i curse let fall: 
** Because thou heist done this, thou art accursM 
Above all cattle, each beast of the field ; 17f 

Upon thy belly grovUing thou shalt go^ 
And dust shalt eat all the dayn of thy life. 
Between thee and the woman I will put 
€nmi:y, and between thine and her seed; I9i 

Her seed shall bruise thy head, thou bruise his heeL** 

» 

So spake this oracle, tlien verified 
When Jesus, son of Alarjr, second Eve, 
Saw Satan fall like lightning down from heaven, 
Prince of the air ; then rising from his grave 185 
SpoiPd principalities and powers, triumph'd 
In open show, and with ascension bright. 
Captivity led captive through the air, 
The realm itself of Satan long usurped, 
Whom he shall tread at last under our feet ; 190 
Even he who now foretold his fatal bruise, 
And to the woman thus his sentence tum*d 
•• Thy sorrow I will greatly multiply 
By thy conception ; children thou shalt bring 
In sorrow forth ; and to thy husband's will 19$ 

Thine shall submit ; he over thee shall rule." 

On Adam last thus judgment he pronouncM . 
* Because thou hast hearken'd to the voice of thy wife 
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And eaten of the tree, concerning iw^iidi t9k 

I chai^d thee, saying, * Thou shall not eat thereof; 
Curs'dis the ground for thy sake ; thou in sorrow 
Shalt eat thereof all the days of thy life ; 
Thorns also and thistles it shall bring thee forth 
Unhid ; and thou shall eat th' herb of the field, 
In the sweat of thy face shall thou eat bread, SOS 
Till thou return unto the ground ; for lliou 
Out of the ground was taken, know thy birth, 
For dust thou art, and shall to dust return." 

So judgM he Man, both Judge and Saviour sent. 
And th' instant stroke of death denounced, that day 
Removed far off ; then pitying how they stood 8f 1 
Before him naked to the air, that now 
Must suffer change, disdain*d not to begin 
Thenceforth the form of servant to, assume, 
As when he wasi *d his servants feet, so now, SIS 
As father of his fa nily, he clad 
Their nakedness with skins of beasts, or slain, 
Or,as the snake with youthful coat repaid ; 
And thought not much to clr)the his enemies ; 
Nor he their outward ^ly with the skins 
Of beasts, but inwgird nakedness, much more 
Opprobrious, with his robe of righteousness, 
Arfaying cover'd from his Father's sight. 
To hrm with swift ascent he up return'd, 
Into his blissful bosom r&assum*a 
In glory as of old ; to him appeas'd 
Ail, though all-knowing, what had pass'd with nam 
Recounted,' mixing intercession sweet. ' 

Meanwhile, ere thus we sinn'd and judgMon eftrth. 
Within the gales of hell sat Sin and Death, S30 
In counterview within the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flai^e 
Fur into Chaos, since the fiend passed through. 
Sin opening, who tlius now to Death began : 

** O son, why sit we here each other viewing 933 
Idly, while Satan, our great author, thrives 
in other worlds, and happier seat provides' 
For us his offspring dear ? It cannot be 
But Uialr ■ucc<^,i^ttends him ; if mishi^pb 
Bra this ha ^.r^ti^*4, with fury dm«ft 






By his air^Q^^^ ^inoe no place like this , 

Can fit his. punishment or their revenge: V . . 
Methinks'I feel new «trcngth within me rti*e^ 
Wings growings fij^id dominion, given rtc large . ' 
Beyond this deep ; whatever draws me oh, i4S 

Or sympatljy, or some connatural force 
Powerfulat greatest distance to miito , . / . '^:j 
With secret amity things 6t like kind ' .' . . ' ' • 
By secretest conveyance. Thou, my shade ,; 

Insemiabte, must with me along: ' , .8fl^ 

For Deatli froin Sin no power can separate,',^ ,. , • 
But lest the difficulty of passing^ back ., , ' ,' 

Stay his return perhaps over tJus gulf . 
[mpassable,. impervious, fot lis try ' ' , 

Adventurous work^ yet to thy power and mine %5B 
Not unagreeable, to found a path 
Over this main from hell to tnat new world. ■,, 

Where Satim n^w prevails, a monument \ 

Of merit high tp all th' infernal host, 
Casing their passage hence, for intercourse, 
Or transmigression, as their lot shall Lead. / . 
Nor can 1 miss the way, so strongly driawni 
By tnis new-felt attraction and instinct.*! . ' ' ' , 

_ _ ^ ^ \ ' • 

Whom thus the meagre Shadow answered npbn .. ' 
•* Go whither fate and mclination strong SI5i 

Leads thee ;> I shall not lag liehind, nor err , 

The way, thou leading, such a scent I draw , . 
(!)f carnage, prey innumerable, and taste "'} 

The savour of death from all Uiings there th'alt Gve: 
Nor shall L to the work thou enterprisest ; ' ' $70 
Be wanting, but afford thee fsqual aid.**. ' j 

So saying, with delight he snulTd th4$ smeH ' " 
Of mortal change on earth. As wheh a Hock , J 
Of ravenous fowl, though many a league retnottf 
Against the day of battle, to a field, '' , [ tt9 

Where armies lie encampM, come flying, llUr^' 
With scent of living carcasses designed ! ' ' ' ; 
For death, the following day, in bloody fiehti*', '".' ''. 
So scented the grim Feature, and upturned 
His nostril wide into the murky air, ' HM 

Sagacious of his quarry from so far. 
Then both from out hell-gates into the waste \ 

WiJp anarchy of Chaos damp and dark 

ih " * 
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Flew diYene, and with power ((heir pow^r waa great 
HoTering upon the waters, what they mat, 88$ 

Solid or slimy, as in raging sea " 
ToBs'd up and down, togetlier crowded drove 
From each side shoaling towards ihe mouth of hell : 
As when two fK)lar winds, blowing adverse 
Upon the Cronian sea, ^)gether dnve 290 

Mountains of ice, that stop th' imaginM way 
Be¥ond Petsora eastward, to the rioi 
Cathaian cpasL The aggregated soil 
Death, with nis mace petrilic, cold and dry. 
As with a trideiit smote, and fix'd as firm 895 

As Delos floating once ; the rest his look 
Sopnd. with Gforgonian rigour not to move 
Aiid with Asphcdtic slime, broad as the gate. 
Deep to the roots of hell, the gather'd beach 
They fastenM^ and the mole immense wrouglit on 
Over the foamm^ deep high-archM, a bridge 301 
Of Jength prodigious, joining to the wall 
ImmoTeable of tliis now fenceless world 
Forfeit to death ; from hence a passage bro^d, 
Smooth, easVf inoffensive, down to hell. 305 

So^ if great tiimgs to small may be compared 
Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke. 
From Susa his Memnonian palace high 
Came to the sea, and over Hellespont 
Bridging his way, Europe with Asia jo7S*d, 310 

And scour^^d with many a stroke th* indignant wave«. 
I^ow hjfid uiey brought the work by wondrous art 
Fohtifical, a ridge of pendent rock, 
Over the vexM abyss, following t)ie track 
Of Satan to the self-same place where he ' SIS 
First lighted J&om his wing, and landed safe 
From ciut of Chaos, to the outside bare 
Of this round world : with pins of adamant 
Ajod chains they made all fast, too fast they made 
And djui^ble ; and now in little space 280 

Tlie oonlines met of enipyrean heaven 
And of this world, and on the left hand hell 
With long reach interposM ; three several ways 
'^A Bight, to each of these three places led. 
And now their way to earth they had deswticd, 3^ 
To Paradise first tending, when i)ehoId 
Satan, In likeness of an af-jml bright, 
Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpion sieerine 
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dig tdnitii, 'whilt 'llw.tuik in Amm ifQW* > . > // 

Disg^is'd hecame^ but UMMebis ehUdrennoar' i 
Theif parent soon discerned, though iD4uigiuM; 
Q«v after Ere seduc'd, aomiaded aiunk , • r 

Into the wood fast by, and 'Changing shftpe . , / 
To observe the sequel, saw his guileful «ot 
By Eve, though all unweeting, seoondei^ , 3M 

upon her huaband, saw their shame that sought < 
Vain rovertttfes ; but when he. saw dsABead : ; 

The Soa of God to judge them, <terrified) - , < " 
He fled, not hoping to escape, but shun 
The present, fearing, ^liliy, what his wrAtb. < J9iO 
Might suddealtv inflict ; that |iast, retura'd J' ' i'- 
By night, and lisfning, where, the hapless paur(. >. ; 
Sat in their sad diseonrse, and vanousi plamV 
Thence gathered his own do#m; which undeEateod. . 
Not instant, but of fUture time^ with joy 34i. 

A.nd tidings fraught, to hell he now retum^di 
4nd at the brink of Chaos, near the foot. 
Of this new wondrous poatiflce, ufihof^'d 
Met, who to meet him came, his offspring dear* 
Great joy was at their meetk^, and. at sight 3M 
Of. that stupendous bridge his |oy inGreasM* i 

Long he aclmirine stood, till Sm, his fair 
Enchanting daughter, thus the silence broke: 

" O parent, these are thy roagniflc deeds. 
Thy irophib^ which' thou view'st as ttoi thtaeown ,>* 
ThQu art their author and prime arehitect : 3M! 

For 1 no sooner in my heart divin'd, / ■ • 

My heard, whieh by a secret harmony 
SuU moves with thine, joined in connexion siweat, 
That thou on earth hadst prospered, which thy loekll 
Now also evidence, but straight I felt, ' MV. 

Thouffh distant from thee worlds between j yet leil ■ '"' 
That I must after- thee with this thy son, . . 
Such fatal o^msequence unitea us three : ■ i 

Hell couM no lotBgerihold us in her boundsi • . ; MK 
Nor this unvoyageable eulf obecure 
Detain ihmi foUowing thy tUustrioiiS traclit ■ 
Thou hast achieved our lil«enyvoaafia*d .: T 

Witnin hell-gates^ till noiw, ihou uaimpoweff^! ' > • ^ 
To fortify thus far, and overlay . >« ' : Il# 

With this partertoua-bvidge the dark abvas;- 
Thine no w is aU this wi»r^.} thy .firtna oath i 



What thy hamfarbuiMlcitt nbt^fthy wisdom i^inM 
Wkh odds' what* war hath kut/ and < fiiUy avetigf d 
Our fciij'in.hiiaii'^n-; 'her^ 4hoii shalt/ monMroh' reign. 
There didst not;: there iet hiMri.btiU victor sMray, 37£ 
As battle h«e«fh adjttdg^d^ from ihis new world 
Retiring, l^hiai own: doom alieiMxed, 
And hencefoi'UvftionfKrehy with tiiee divide 
Of aU'Un^ngsfMited'by th^empyreai^xrandsy > SBO 
His quadi«uire^<frt»m tfa^ >orbicutar worM, • 

^ tiy thee nbw moi^e dcui^'roiuv to his throuck ' 

f. •('- - . .• . , •■••■. 

<* Whom' thus tiM prineeofdorkness answer'd glad 
■* Fair daiikihter, and (hoU eOn and -grandchiid iMth, 
EU^ pvtmre now have giviMi to be the race 384 
Of Sata% (rorj gioryin me name • ' " 
Antasdnist «f hc«tven'« Almighty king,) 
Amply have ineritedofme, ofall < - ■ 
rh' infeniat endpirey that so nearhewf en's lAuor 
Triumphal wHth triumphal act have met^ > i ' 39t 
Mine with this .glorious Wovk, and mad tf one realm, 
Hell and chis world one realm, one continent 
Of easy thoroughfare. Therefore- While i- 
Descend through darkness, oa your road with ease,- 
To my associate pow«rs^ them toacquaint • 3Si 
With those successes^ and with them rejotee-; > • 
You two this way, among these numerous orbs 
All yours, right down to Famdisedesbend ; " 

There dwoil dnd reign in bliss, thence on t^e earth 
1>6minion exervise^and mitheair.' > • ^400 

Chiefly on man, sdle:ky»d offaH dedai^'d, ■ - 
Him first make sure yohi^ thrall^ and- lastly kill. 
Mv(*»b«kitttties leend ye^ and ereate > • • 
Pniiipettent on eapth, of matchless mi^ht* 
likming from me-i ort your joint vigour ncfw 406 
My hold of thi» new Kingdom ail dependiv, ' ' - > 
Through sin io death «x|^d by my cilploiit ' 
Ifyourjointpow©r!rw»ev»ilv th'wffiiirsof hell * 
Kofdetrimont need mr i go| «nd be -strong.^ ' • 

So sayin|(, heidisiiiliBrd'them f-they with ep^ <4K; 
Their course thr >u(^4i thidceBi eonsftellatiohsl held,- 
Spreading tMr > ^iMie ^< ihfe. MnsCM stare Idoh ^d wtin, ' 
MSA planets, planeustrn^k*, irea) ^eclipser • < i ' 
Then suffei^d^'-Th^'otiwlr way Satah ^mi do^ 
Th«««aflMeiw«iy't4>heli-gate} «ii either «ide-^ 4I5> 




Ch«OB». over-bniH^ <«j»lfuih'd ! ^ ' 

with rebounding sui^ the bars mul'd^ 
'hat loorn'd his indigi Aii«n : throuf h the gaM^ ' 
Wide open and -unguarded, SaUoi paas'd, •• \ 

knd all about fouiid desolate j for thtose 4M. 

Appointed to Mt there had left their charge,. r 

ftown tc Uie upper world : the rest were ali • -\ 
Far to th' inland retir'd, about the wiUU 
Of Pand^moQium, city and prc^id seat 
Of Lucifer, so by allusion caU'd, 4ti 

Of that bright star to Satan paragon'd. ; 

There kept their watch the legions, while the gsand' 
In council sat, solicitous what chance 
Might intercept their emperor sent ; so he, . 
Departing, gave command, and they obaerv'd. 4ll! 
As when the Tartar from his Russugn fiie 
By Astracan over the snowy plains 
Retires ; or Bactrian Sophi from the horn - 
Of Turkish crescent, leaves all waste beyond 
The realm of Aladule, in his retveat ; 4!$h^ 

To Tauris or Casbeen : so these, the late ' .^ 

Heaven banish'd host, left desert utmofit heU 
Many ,a dark league, reduced m careful watch 
Round their metrppolis, and now expecting i3ft 
Each hour their great adventurer from the search > 
Of foreign worlds. He through the midst, unmark'd [ 
In show plebeian augel militant . 
Of lowest order, pass'd j and from the door 
Of that Plutonian hall, mvisible, .' 

Ascended his high throne, which under state - »44fr 
Of richest texture spread, at th' upper end < - , , f 
Was placed in regal lustre. Down awhple 
He sat, and round about him saw unseen :. ,. 

At last, as from a cloud, his fulgent head . . 

And shape starTbri^ht anieiMr'd, or brighter c}ad» 40^ 
With what permissive giory. since his ihll , , . . 
Wm left him, or iaise glitter. AU emez'd 
At that so sudden bUae, the Stygian throng • 
Bent their aspect,, and whom thisy wiah'd isehek^ . ( 
Their miehty chief retum'd : loud : wm th' .acplaim ( 
Forth rudi'd in haste the- great consuUing pfmnir 4il 
Reis'd from their dark divas, and with like jof 
Congratulant approech'd him, who with hfuio . 
Silence, and wHh thm» wopds^ At,tention WB»t . 

••.•'. -SI* ... . . • , I . .. i 
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For in poesesbMm Sttdi, VMt only <»f riekt, 
I call ye and declaim ye now, ratumM, ■ • ' 

fiiifccessful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 
Triumphamout of this'inffei-nal pit • ' 
Abomindble; aecUrvM,' the- house df >vo, 465 

And dungeon of ^tr- tyrant: now possess, ^ 

As lords, a spabiotis world,' to our natiire heaven 
LtCtle inferior, by my 'adventure harti 
With peril grc At achieved < LOng WtlreM tell 4ii^ 
WTmt I tiAve done, what suffered, with what piiin 
Voyaged the unreal, Vast, unbounded dee|> 
Of horrible confusion, over which, ' 
AySin-^iid Death, a broafl way now is paVd 
"foexpedite-yottfgloi'ious march J bull 
Toil'd out my uncouth paissoge, fopc'd to ride 479 
Th' untracun^ afbj^ss, plunged in the Womb 
Of unorlein^l Night and Chaos #ild, 
'Riiat jealous of tSeit* secrets fiercely 'OppbsV* 
My journey bti-amge;' with clamorous wprortr • 
ProtestiAg'Flae supf(ft*nc J thenctt hriw I f>m»d 48Q 
The neM^MSrebi^ world, whi<*h'fam«4n heave*n 
h/onz had foretold, afaforic wond<^rflii. 
Of MSolme perfection f therein 'matf, 
PhUsM i)i>« JMkHdise, by our exile - 
Made happy. Him by fi;aud I have seduc'd 4H5 
From h\\t Greator^ andv the mbre to indnease ^ 
Your ^\Tider, with an appttf ! he' thereat' 
Oll^ndei^' worth your lauffhter,' hath given 1*19 •• 
Both his Mlored man, arfi aH hia world; . ' 

To Sin and Destth a )yrey,;and' so* to us; Ah6 

Without o6rha!&ard, labour, or ataftti^ ■ •* 

Torangeinj'andlod#ell, *ndotei*'ma(nf' •' ' 
To nil^' mi>over< all he 'should have ^ul'dl 
True is, mo also he hath Jo^'d, or racier ' '{ 

Me not, bat the^b^ute serpient, in #ho8e shape _ 499 
Man I d6Miv*d : that tirhich to me belongs ' ^ ' 
U eniviity, which ho will put betfw«eh' • ' 

M0 aflnd tnonkind ; lam to bruise hiahdoT;; ' 
Bih seed j (mrtien is not set, shall bruise ihy Head. ^ 
A world w4io would not' ptitdhabe with a bniise; 59m 
Ormu<^'mbr«-grierv(Nis'pafn'}' ¥«have-tV aecount 
Of my pwfbrmaMe 91 whdt 'Mmain^ ^^t^-^' 
But up and enter now intb'full bliss •** 



80 iiAvkif' saidi aidrile: he atooff exiting 
Their uniyerstti shout and high applatise< '^ 56t 
To fill Ih» ear j w hen, icrtntrary, he hears ' ■ ■ ' 

On all sides, from ifmumerable tongues, - 
A. dismal universal hiss, the' sound 
Df public scorn ; he wonder*d, ^n^Tlpt long ' '' 
Had leisure^ wondering- at himself now more ; - 519 
Bis visage drawn he felt to shaip'and spare, 
His arms cXxxnd to his libs ; his legs intiwining < 
Each other/still supplatued, down he fell > 
A monstrous serpent oti his beiJy prone, . . . Ti 

Reluctant,'bui-in vain j a greater power - 5IS> 

i^ow ruPd him, pmiishM in thestiafie he sinnid • • ^' 
Acxx)rding to Kisdoom. -He wo»ld hairt spoke, ' T 
But hiss tbrf-' h(8i« retumVI with forked tongue ' ! '1 
To forked torig-tfe, fornow were all arsmslfopm^ ■'«' 
Alike, to serpents Sill, as ikcoesspiries > •' .1 ' »5SU 
To his bnld FWt ; dreadful was the di« > 
Of hissing through the hall, tlii«k swarrming now 
With emnplicatod monbters head and «aii^ ; . 7/ 
Scorpion, and asp, 'AndamphisbnnA iMte,'- ■ .. i ' 

Cerastes hflmi'd, h jrdms^ and ^ops drear, - > > b'i/S 
An«l dipsAs^' (tioi sd thick swarmed one^ the>soH ■ \ -f 
Bed ropp»d with Wood of Gorgowvor the isle • ■ ! 
OpWuBwy) bw«stilV>grepitestJihe»th^iniidst, » ■ ^: 
Now dragon grown, larger than whom ^hesin 
Engender^din the 'Pythian vaU on iliiiie,' 6341^ 

H uge Pj^thoA, and his. poM^er no leas He seemed T 
Above the rest stitl to wMiinu Theyattl/-. ^ 

Him folki*rM,'iss«nng forth to •th^ open fiedd, ■■ ■ V 
Where tfll yet lefbof thdt retroltad wwt, • ■ !' 

Hea ven-fa lien,' in 'Stationr stood or just amray, 63B: 
Sublime with expectation wherito<seJs< ii - A 

I shtriumjiA. issuing forth their glerwus chief* 1 
They saw, but other' sight instead, »«^oiWd ' » 

Of ugly serpents': horror on ihem fell, . . J 

And horrid sympathy J fei- what- they ^w . o40> 
They felt themselvvs now changing'; ctown their arma^. 
Down fell both spear and shield, down they as fost, 
Afld the dire'hf6s'rene^*d,'and>the dim fbrmj •- /. 
Catch'd by >ccmiagion, Jike m puitishjInMit, < . ► • t' 
Asm their crime." Thus was Wi»appfcMisc»heym«ant^ 
Turn'd to e x pi nd lug h issj Irtumph : v^y shawie, 54tf 
Cii3t 0*1 thfHtiM4t«st:<trom therr-owitmiouihs. 'Thfii^ 
■ "'• sktod- '*' • "«•' ' ' '• \ u i '' : f ... \ j.jH^ . ; u» i 
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Rfs will who reignibaJxyve, toammTtl* 

Their penanoe^JadeQ with fair, jnati Uke that 6M 

Which grew in PaiadjM, the beit of £ve 

Us'd by the tompter i on that protfiect strung* 

Their earnest eyeaiihcy fix'd, imagming; 

Fbt one forbidden tree a muUit«ide 

Now risen, to work them further wo or shame ; • 695 

Yet parch'd with scalding thirst and hunger fieioe, 

Though to delude them sent, ioould not a&tain, 

But on they roU^d in heaps, and up the trees 

Climbing, sat thicker than the snaky looks 

That currd MagiBEa : greedily they jpluck^d 666 

The fruitaee fair to.siffht, like that which grew 

Near that bituminous lake wikere Sodom* &m*d : 

This more delusiye, not the touch, but taste 

DMeiv'd ; they fondly thinking to allay 

Their appetite with gust^ instead 4ii fruit 56* 

Chew'd bitter asfaes^ which th' oilended taste 

With spattering aoise rejected : oft thev assay'd, 

Hunger ana thttsfe eonstnuntng, dru^d as oft. 

With hatefuUestidisreHsh wriui'd theit^ jaws 

With soot and otadsnfiiyd; so oft they fell 6/0 

Into the same illusion, not as m«uii 

Whom they ttiirniph^doneolaps'^. Thus weie Uey 

plagu'd: .>/ • 
And worn w^lamine, long and eeaselsss hin, 
Till their kwt shape, permiMod, they resumed, 
Yearly enjoyed, seme say, to .undergo .. / 676 
This ann^. humbling certain numbered days 
To dash their pride, imd joy for man seduc'd. 
However some tmdiiioii they dispersed 
Among the heathen of their purchase got, 
And fabled 1m»w the a^rpent, whom they call'd ^l&O 
Ophion, Mnth fiuryaoine, the wide 
Encroaching Ere* perhaps, had first the rule 
Of hiffh Olyn^niSf'thenee by Sat«rn<lriven, 
And- Ops, ena yet -Dictaan Jove was bonn. 

^ » 

Meanwhile in Pamoise the hellish pair 586 

Too soon arrived, Sin there in power before^ 
Orioe actual, now in bodj, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant ; behmd her Death 
Okiaefollowing pace lor pace, not mounted ynl 
On his pale horse: to whom Sin thus begani 
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What cbink*.'>tthou «f <Nir empire'Oqwvtkof'eaantf J 
With tnvcl difficult, not better far 
Than still at hell's dark threshold t6 haie sat wateV, 
Uimam'd, undreaded^ di|d thy^f hali;«stanF*d }" ddl 

Whom tlius the Sin-bom m6neter answered sooh.: 
" To me, wly with eternal famine pine, >. ,-i 
Alike is hell, or Paradisev'Or heaven, 
There best where most with rapine i may/ meet ; \ 
Which here tho' plenteous all too Httle seems 6QD 
To stuff this maw, this vast unhide-bound corpse." 

<'.'■>.' .1 

To whom th' uieestuous mother' thiis replied i 
'^ Thou .therefore on these herbs, and units, aiiU 
flowters, "1 

Feed first, on each beast next, and fish, and fowl, < f 
No homely morsela; and whatever thing r*' .- 60S 
The scythe of Time mows down, devour unspar'd ; ' 
Till i in man residifig through the racey. * > 

His thoughts^ his looks, words, actions, all infect, '' 
And season him thy last and sweetest prey.'* - ■ • 

/ 

This said, they botli betook them sereral ways, 
Both to destroy, or unimmoital make ili 

All kinds, and ibr destruction to. mature 
Sooner or later; which th* Almighty seemg, 
From his Iransoendent seat the saintaamong, 
To those bnght orders utterM thus his voice : 61 S 
• ■ • • . > > . ■..'.,'. 

^ See with what heat these dogs of heM advance ! 
To waste and havoc yonder world, whiehi 
So fair and good created, and had still • ■ - i 

Kept in that state, liad' not the folly of man 
Let in these wasteful furies, who impute &t6 

Follyto me, so doth the prince of hell 

And hie adherents, thaewitn so much eaai< ^ 

I suffer them Co enter and' possess • .<. ' 

A place so heavenly, and conniving seem ' 

To gratify my acdrnful enemie^ ' 9if^ 

That laugh, as if transported with some fit < 
OTJMission^ I to them had quitted all, • >- .. i 

At random yielded tip 'to their misrole- ' < ' 

And knew not that 1 call*d and drew them thither, '^ 
My helUuraade,.to 4ieJB up- the dfaff aiMl4kh 0# 
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Ota whai'wflm pure, uU 'cnuiMii'ii and'gCiffV, nlgl> 

burst . ' . . • 

With suck'dandglilitedofral,. at one sling < . 
Of thy TJctonoiiflAAiii, welWplei^Ailig &div . Vii 

Both sin and death, and yawning grave, at last, 
Through Chaos hurPfi obetarubl th^ mouih qf hdlt ' 
For ever, and aeal upthts harenoua ja^ 
Then heaven and: eakh verv&wklshiBUl ^ made pjHUPcr 
To saaotity that shall receive so. staia x ^3$ 

Till then tna curse poonounc'd oo l^oth precedes." . 

He ended, and the heavenly audience loud 
Bung hallelujah, as the iiouiid of snas, 
Through multitude that sung: ** Juet&re thy. wayv^* 
Riehteous are thy decrees on all thy works ; 
"Wno can extenuate Uiee ?*' ^txl^ the Son,. ^| 
f* DestinM restcwer of mankind^ by whom *' 

NjBW heaven and earth shall to the ages rise^ ^ 
Or down from heaven descead/' Sncn was their ^113, 
While the Creator,^ca)ling forth by name 
His mighty angels^ gave. them several chaige, .650 
As sorted oest with present things. The sun 
Had first his preoept so to move, so shiuey 
As might affect the earth wiAhiColda^ heal • - 
Scarce tolerable^ and from, the noi'lhlo call . 
Decrepit winter,yfrDm thte soutb.to bring 65(^ 

Solstitial sumnaec's.heaA, . To thei blank>iiiooa 

Her office they.preecrib'd, to. th* other fire 
Their planetary motions and aspects 
In saxtile».square,.«nd trinei anaiOj^positd 
Of noxious e^kcacy;, aud when to joiA . . 669 

In synod unbeaigD ; aibd taught the fix*d 
Their infiueoce.meligBanti when to shower. 
Which of theot rising, witjh the :ao«, or falling. 
Should prove lejnpesuious : . to tlie vtfinds they sc t . 1 
Their corwrsi wmn witbbluster toAonfound : 664 
Sea, air, and shore, the^thundarwhiBntito loU . . i 
With terror (hroi^ph/the dark:ae;riil hidL 
flUane say he bid his luigela ium.ask«noe / 
The poles of earth twiee. ten desceesand jnore . 
From the sun's axlet ; . timy iwith Isdbour push'd 670 
Oblique the centcic olofae: isome say the sun . 
Was bid turn xeins n-om- th' equinoetial foad ... 
LikedistaiM>Ur0aiiiUkjt9<Tatin»5r4th.lhcieni«n :• . 



Atlantic Sisters, and' the Spartan Turin* ' ' ; ! 
Jp to the Tropic.'Crab ; thence d6wn amain '67** 
JBy Leo Mid the Virgin and the Scalecj, 
As deep as Capricorn, to bring in change ■ 
Of seasons to each clime ; else had- the spriiig 
Perpetual smil'd on earth i^ith Verdant flowers, ' 
Equal in days and nights, excet)t to those '66^ 

Beyond the polar circles ; td them day 
Had unben?ghted shone, with the low sun, 
To recompense hi^ distance, in their sight 
Had rounded still th* horizoh, and not known 
Or east or west,. which had forbid the snow 685 

From cold Estotilartd, arid south as fiu* • 
Beneatl) Magellan. At that tested fruit 
The sun, as n-om.Thyestean banquet, turn*d 
His course intended ; else how had the world 
Inhabited, though sinless, more than no^, • ' 69C 
^voided pinching cold and scorching he^t ? 
These changes in the HeaV^ens, though slow, produic'd 
Like change on sea and land, Bideral blast, 
Vapour, and mist, and exhalation hpt, . , "" 
Corrupt and pestilent, ' Now from the ndrtli ' 695 
Of Norumbe^, and the Samp^d shore, ' 
Bulrsting their brazen dungeon, arm'd with ice, 
And snow and hail, and stormy gust and flaw , 
Boreas and Caecias, and Argeste^ loud,' ' ' 
And Thrasias,«rend the wpods and seas u'pturn y 700 
With adverse blast upturn them from the south 
Notus and Afer, black with thiipdVous clouds , 

From Senaliona ; thwart of ^hese as fierce 
Forth rush the Levant and the Ponent winds, 
Eurus and Zephyr, with their lateral noise, 7(TS 

Sirocco and Libectihio. Thus began 
Outrage /rom lifeless things-; but Discord first, ' 
Daughter of Sin, Among thMrrational, .. 
Deaui introduc'd through fierce antipathy : 709 

Beast now with beast 'gan war, and fowl with fow!^ , 
And fish with fish ; to graze the hefb alt leaving, ^ 
bevoufd each other ; nor stood much in awe 'j 

Of man, but fled him, or with count'nance grim 
Glar'd on him passing. These were from without^' 
The growing miseries which Adam saw . '/ 7,IS 
Already in part, thoUjg^h hid in gloomiest shade, , t 
T6 porrow abbhdon'dTbUt worse felt within. 



And in a troH^«l{8«^ «f paasicMit tos8*d, 
Tbu8 to dif»()ur49a nought witii «ad complauit: 

'*Omiser^|eof (lappy.! is thU theend 79(k 

Of this n)BW g|orif|U9 woi;Id, find ^e sp |ale. 
The i^ory, of 4i'Vl dpryi who now bfcome , 
Aecurs'd of blessed, hide me from the face . 
Of God, whom tp behoJd was then my height 
Of happiness I' yet wel|^ if here woujil eiid 785 

The misery ; i deaerT'd U, and would bear 
My own des^rvingis ; bu^ this wiil not serve 
All that I eat or^rink, or'Shall beget,, 
Is propa^^ted curse. voice once heard 
Delightfully, * Increase and multiply,' 730 

Now death to heaf ! for what canti increase 
Or multiply, but curses on my head ? 
Who of all a^s to succeed, but feeling 
The evil on him brought by me, will curse 
My head ? Ill fare our ancestor impure, 73£ 

For this we may thank Adam ; but his thanks 
Shall be the execration ; so besides 
Mine own tM biile upon me, all from me 
Shall with a fierce reflux oa me redound, 
On me, as on .their natural centre, light 740 

Heavy, though m their place. O fleeting joys 
Of Paradise, dear bpi^ght >yith lasting woes! 
Did I requcjst thee, Maken from my glay 
To mould me irhan 1 Did I solicit thee 
From darkness to promote me, or here place ' T45 
In this de(icious garden J As my will 
Concurred no,t to my being, it were but right 
And e(]|ual to reducp me to my dust. 
Desirous to resign and render badf 
All I received, unable to.perform 75(t 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 
T^ j![ood I sought not. To the loss of t^t, 
Sufficient penalty, why hast thou ajdded 
*The sense of enajess y.oes 7 inexplicable . 

Thyjusticeseenis; yet to. t^y truth, too latis, 75^ 
I thus^ contest ; then should he^ve been refusM 
Those terfns whatever, when they were proposed : 
Tnou didst accept them ; wilt thou enjoy the goodf 
Then cavil the conditions 7 And tliou Grod , 

Mad6'thce without thy leave, what if thy aon " 7llft 
Prove disobedient, ana ceprov'd, ietor.« 



• 

Wherefore didst U^ b«»t me ?*. I toaght ii acK & 
Wouldat Uiou admit for ms contempt of Uiee; 
That proud excus^ T Yet him jMtt my election, ■ 
Bat natural Heco^ity begot». 7015 

Ood made thee of choice his own, and of ^ia e wn ; 
To aenre him ; thy reward was of his graqe^ , 

Thy punishment then justly is at bis will - « T 
Be It so, for I. submit; his doom is iair, , 

That dust I j^r^, and shall to dust return: . 770 
O welcome hour whenever f Why. delay* 
His hand to execute wha^hif decree. , i . 

Piz'd on this.day ? Why da 1 overlive ? < ■ , 

Why am I mof k*d with 4eath, and lengthened 9)it 
To deathless pNpin? How gladly would I meet / 77S 
Mortality my sentence, and be.earth - ; " 

Insensible I How glad would lay me down 
As in my motlier's lap I There t should rest 
And sleep secure; his dreadful voice no more 
Would th^nder in my ears, no fear of worse .79P 
To me and to my oflspring would torment XOA 
With cruel expectation. X ^ ^^^ doubt 
Pursues me stul, lest all I cannot die, ! 

Liest that pur^e bceath of iife, the spirit of man 
Which Gofi inspir'd, cannot together perish ■ 79ft 
With this Gprporeal clod ; then in the gcave» 
Or in some otner dismal place, who knows • . > 
But I shall die a living deaith 7 O though^ 
Horrid, if true ! . Yet why 7 It was but breath . 
Of life that sinned : what dies but wliat had life 790 
And sin 7 The body properly hath neitKer.. 
All of me then shall die: let this appease . ., ,' 
The doubt, since hitman reach ^o.mriher know!). / ' 
For though the Lord of all be infinilei. /. 

Is his wrath aUo 7 Be it, man is not so^ , 705 

But mortal doom'd. Hovk ean he exercise , . 

Wrath witl^.ut.^iMl on nu^n whom death must end f 
Can he make deathless dea^ 7 • that were to mak^' ■ 
Strange opr^tradiptiqni wiM«k to God himself 

Impossihle is,h<^ »s.asgwneiit . t , SOP 

Of weakness, not of power. Will he draw out 

Sran^*s^c),ifiimatoufimte : r 

£Waish'd,manyip satisfy his rigpHr • , r 

Safis^fMl neyer 7 Thf|t were to extend . 7 

His sentence beyond dust and Natove*s law, . 9I|S 
By which all oause* else. uncording ^A . ./ 

30 



Toth^rrtdBpttetiif'tlWlr'ttilftttei-Wct, */ 

Not to th' cxteirt dt thfeit p'^ii ^phefc But say f 
That.dcAlh'bte1ibt"Mie'»t»'okisf aa f sujipois»d, 
'Bereaving sense, but end|feS8 toteefy '810 

FrdiW thfe 'dky' <>Ww*irtr, Which f feel begun ' 
Both in rtie, tfnd'WitWdut rnc, Andfeo last •' '" !, 
T J perpetuity ; ay.*ni&, Aat.fear " . f \ 

Comes thund'ring back with ((readfiil reTolution 
"Ca my defenceless head ; b<Vth^ Detith and T 815 

Am found eternal, an^ incor^rate both ; 
Nor I on my part single, in me all^ ' , . ." 

Posterity stands cart* J : feir patrimony 
Thttt I must leave ye, sons ) O were I able . ' 

*ro waste it' all myself, aiHl leave ye none t ;' 9ij} 
So disinherited ho^ wbultf ye bieiis ' 

Me, now y6ai^ cu^se! Ah ! why should all mankind 
For one man's fttult'thu;? giiiltless be cortdemn'd, ' - 
If guiltlcM ? But fVom me what can proceed, 
But all corrtiptf'both mim! ^nd will depravM, 9Sf6 
Not to do bhhr, but W WiU'the same * 

With me ? How caft thcV thert ftcquittc^l startd 
In sight of God ? Him af^er. all disputes 
Fqrc'd I absolve : aTI;my evasions vain, 
•And reasonings; /thdugh through" mazes, lead me stW' 
But to my own Convictioh : first aAd last 83) 

On me, me bfiiy,*Afe the source and spring 
Of all corruption, al? the blame li^ts due ; ' ' 
So might the Wrath: Fond wish? couldst thoij sup 
' •■' • ' ■ port ■ ' ■ .' • ' 

That burden, hea?vier thclrt the earth to bear, 8$6 
Than all theworid mirch heavier, though divided . 
Witfrthftt bad' woman'? Th^rs wha^ thou desir^sti ; 
And what tho« feftr^ Hiiikfe de^trdys all hope ; * 
Of refuge, antf concludes 'the^mJsprtible " ' *,; 

Beyond all pa'stexample and rutwre, ' • ! ' ^|0 
Ti^^a^n only fik* both "crime aiitf doom. ''''.' 
Oi»iwfcieh<»,' Into what'«(bW of fears '• ' '" ' 
And horroirts hast thdtt drtveti rttfe^ <>*»* of whicH^ ' 
^^find no way, from deep to de^r plUng'd «•* • ' 

Thus Adam to htm8^1flAtti«i<t*Jd JotftT ; ; - •'• TSfe 
Through the sfll! iiteht, not ridw.'ks'i^fe liianlW " 
Wholesome aftd txM^, and tAildj biit With blafJr tiif ^ 
ffitcomytiTAid, With damps and dreadful gtoom, * ' 
Which to his 6^rjRn»'9cicnee n^pMsfefileil 



All things with double terror : on the ground . -850 
Oiiilstretch'd he Ic^y, op .the gold ground^ and oft 
durs*d his crefttibn, death aa ofl accused 
Of tardy execution^ since denouncM . - 1 

The day of His ofience. " Why comes not 4eath,** 
Said he, ^' with one thrice-acceptable. stroke 85& 
Ta >end me ? Shall truth f lil to l^eep her Mrord^ ' 

Justice divine not hasten to be just T , 

But death comes not at all, justice divine 
Mends hot her slowest, pace for prayers or cries. . . 
O woods, O fountains, hillocks, dales, and bowers • 
With other echo late 1 taught your;shadeis 661 

To answer, and re^ound far otner sons;." , . . 

Whom thus alHicted when sad Eve beheld, .,.,,/ 
Desolate where she sat, approaphir^ nigh, . . > . • 
Soft words to his fierce passion she assayed ; ' ' ^5 
But her with 8tef;n regsMrd he thiis repelPd : .^ . . 

;'* Out of my sight, thou serpent ; that name tjest 
kiefits thee with him leagued, thyself as false 
And hateful ; nothing wants, but that thy shape, 
Like his, and csolour serpentine, may show ' 370 
Thy inward fraii^, to warn all crefitures from thpft 
Henceforth; lest that too'he^venly form pretended,/ 
To hellish falsehood, snare them. But for thee | 
( had persisted he^ppy, he^d not thy pride . 

And wand'ring v^i\ity, when least was si^e^ Bffi 
Rejected' my, ^re warning, and diaciainM . 7 

Not to be trusted, lonsing to be seen,' . • ^ .' ^t 

Though by thelj^yUliimseli^ him overweening / 
To over-reach, but with the serpent meeting ' .• 
Fool'd and beguiPd, by him thou, I by thee, 8^ 

To'trust thee frqm my side, imagined vfise, 
Gopstant, mature, proof against all ^saults,! 
And understood not all was, but a 9how 
Rather than solid virtue^ all but a rib l 

Crook*d by nature^ bent, as now appears, 88^ 

More to the part sinister,, from, me arawn, ,' ^ 

Wfill if thrown out as supernumerary ^^ 

To my just number found. ,0 wfiy did God, , * r 
Creator wise, that peopled higliest heaven 
With spiritA masculine, create at last 899 

This novelty on earth, this fair defect 
Of nature, and not fill the world at once ., ^ 

With men as angeU. without fen^nine. 
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Or find some other way Co generate ' ' 

Mankind 7 This miscbief hod not then befkllen, S9b 

And more that shall befall^ innumerable 

Disturbances on earth through feniale snares^ ' 

And strait conjunction witli this sex.' tot ei^^r 

6e never shall find out fit mate, but such 

As some ihiisfbrtune brings him, or mistake ; * 90^ 

Or whom he wishes most shall seldohi gain 

Through her perverseness, but shall see faer gaiii'd' - 

By a far worse, or if she love, withheld ' 

By parentis ; or his happiest choice too late 

dnall meet, already linked and wedlock-bound 9(15 

To a fett adversary, his hate or shame,; • 

Which infinite calamity shall dause ' ■ • 

To human life, and household peace confbmid.* 

He added not, and frofh her turned : but five. 
Not so repulsM, with tears that ceas'd not ifiowin& 
And tresses all disorder'd^ at his fee^ '' ' ' 91| 
Fell humble, and embracmg thcni, besought ' 
nis peace, and thus proce^ed in her plaint ; 

• «' 111* 

** Forsake me not thus, Adam ; witness heaven 
What love sincere, and reverence, in my heart 91b 
I bear thee, and unweeting have ofllended^ 
Unhappily, deceived : thy saHpliarit • 
I beg, and clasp thy knees'; oercave^nie hot, 
Whereon I live, thy gerltle Idoks, thjj^ aid-, 
Thy counsel in this uttermost tKlsti^ess, ' MO 

My only strength and stayi ft^rlorti of thee, * 
Whither ^hall I betake me, where subsist ? 
While yet we live, scarce one short houf pei^^apti; 
Between us two let there he peace,' both joining, 
As join^dlti ihjuries, one enmity 999 

Against a foe by doom express as^ign*d' tia, , 
That cruel serpent. On me exercise not' 
Thy hatred'for this misery befttTfen', " ' • '• 
On me already lo^t, me than thyself • ' 
More miserable': both have sinn'd, tnit thou, ' 999 
Against'God brify, I against God and thfee, ' 
Am to the place of judgment will return. 
There with my cries iiTtportune heaven, that all 
The sentence from ihv nead removM may light 
On me, sole cause i' ice of all this wo 990 

Me, ms only, just obj.i« of hirii^** 



She ewM weeping, dii4 her lowliT p|i^t«. 
Immoveable till peace obtained from fault . . i 

Acknowled^*d and deplor'^ ki Adam wrougot 
Commiseration ; soon his heart irelented • . • 940 
Tow'rds her, his life so late, and sole delight, . I 

Kgw at his feet submissive in distress^ • // 
Creature so fi^r ,his reconciieroent seejtinig, - ] 

Bis counsel whom she haddisplea&'d, Uifi aid : } 

As one disarm'd, his anger all ne lost, . • ' . , 04'|* 
And thifs with peaceful words uprais'd her>800ii £ . r 

** Unwary, and too desirous, as before, ' 

So now o{ what thou know'st not, % ho de^ijr'^t . , 
The punishment, aU pn thyself ; alas!. 
Bear thine own first, .ill able to susuun . > . 9>6Qi 
Wb full wrath, whose thou feei'st a« yet least-pari|< ;. 
And my displeasure bear'st so ill. Ifprayem 
Could alter nmh decrees,.! to that place 
Would speed before ^ee, and be v>ude|r heard, / 
That on my head all might be viMted, 9M 

Thy frailty and iniirmer sex forgiven. 
To line committed and by me exposM^ < ; . 
But rise, let us no more contend, nor blan)a ' 

Each other, blamM enough elseifvhere, but i|trive» 
In offices of Ipve, how we may lighten ,; . BfHt 
Each other's buroen, in ouk snare of wo ; , ■ . .• > 
Since this day's death denounc'd^ if ought I s^ . ., ., 
Will prove no sudden, but a slow^pac'd evil, 
A long day's dying to i^ugment. our, pain, . . i •' 
4nd to our seed (O hapless seed !)■ oertv'd*'* > 4K(ll 

• > I » ■ < 
. To whom thus Eve,, recovering jbeart, replied,^ 
<' Adam, by sad experiment I know ■ '. v 

How litUe weight my words with thee.cufi fiofi^. i 
Found so erroneous, thence by just event 
Found so unfortunatie ; nevf^i^theless,, ,; }W0 

Restored by thee, yile as I am, to place /) 

Of new acceptance, hopeful to regain, ■ . , 

Th^ love, the sole contentment of my heartg , , i, ; 
Living or dying, from thee. I will not hide . , , ., f 
Whnt tHoughts in my unquiet breast are ii«6% 9ji 
Tending to some relief of our extremes, ^ 

Or pid, though sharp and sad, yet tolmhls^ : j 

As in our evils, and of ie»sier oioioe, . , . i 

Ifcareofour.de«pei)^perlexusnip8^, ., . . .,;• 



iS4 I'^AKADIfilG tid^. fAJt'A 

Which mtei be horn X6 eerta!r< wo, detoKll^! 08O> 

By death at last ; and miserabte it is 

1x> be be othei^ cause of lAisery. 

Our own begotten, and of our loinirtabring ' 

Into this euned world a wofui race, 

That after wretched life must be al last 968 

Food for so ftml a monster ; in thy power 

It lies, yetei^ conception to prevent 

The race unbless*d, to being yet unbegot. 

Childless thou art, childless remain : so Death 

Shall be deceived his glut, and with us two 990 

Be forcM to satisfy his ravenous maw. 

But if ihou judge it hard and difficulty 

Conversing, looking, loving;, to abstnim 

From love's due rites, nuptial embraces 'sweet. 

And with desire to languish without hope, 996 

Before the present object lansuishing 

With hke desiref, which wouM be misery 

And torment less than hone of what we dread ; 

Fhi^n, both ourselves &nd seed at once to free 

From what we fear fer both, let us ihake short, lOOQ 

Let us seek Death, or he not found, supply 

With our own hands his office on oUrselvesJ 

Why-sMind we longer shivering under feai-s, 

That show no end but death, and have the power, 

Of many wdys to die the shortest choosing, 1005 

Destruetioh ^with destruction to destroy V* 

9 

/ 

She ended hers, or vehement despanr 
Bibke off the rest ; so much of death her thbUgbts - 
Had entertained, as dy'd hercheek? wiih pale. 
But Adaiti, with snch cmmsel nothing sway'd,' IdJO 
To better hopes his mor^ attentive mind 
Lab'fiing 'had raised, and thus to Eve repUed : 

« 
' ^Eve, thy contempt of 'lUb and pleasure seeitts 
To argue in thM somethins tnore sdbllme ' ' 
And r xcetlent than what thy mind contemn^ : , fOld 
But self- J^truction therefbre sought, fefoftes' ' ' . 
That excellence thoi^t tn thee, and tmplieS|.' ' ' . 
fCtti t\yf eonteHnpt, but angtlisfa and regret ' .'. 

For loss of life nhd pfetisur9 6veri6v*d'. ••"''• 
Or if thoik'Cidvet death, as utniost eiid ; lOtQ 

Of misery, so thinking to evade ' 
The penalty pniaounc'd^doubi not but Qod ' ' 






Hath wiaelter arm*d his vepgeCul iro than to « ^ 
To be forestaiPd : much more I fear lest death 
So tnatohM will not exeifpt us from the paia \Q9^ 
,J6^e are by doom to pay ; rather such acts 
Of contumacy will provoke the Highest 
To make death in us live. Then let us seek 
Some safer resolution, which methinks 
I have In view^ calling to mind with heed 103^ 

Part of oivr sentence, that thy seed shall bruise 
The serpent's head j piteous amends, unless 
Be meant, whom 1 coi\jecture, our grand foe 
Satan, who in tlie serpent hath contrived 
Aeainst us this deceit : to crush his head l(M 

Would be revenge indeed ; wliich will be lost ; 
By death brought on ourselves, or childless days . 
ResolvM as thou proposest ; . so our fon^ < 

Shall scape his punishment ordained, and we 
Instead snail double ours upon our bead8» ilO# 

lio more be mentioned then of violence > 

Against ourselve^f, and wilful barrennesS| 
That cuts, us off from hope, aiid savours only 
Rancour and pride, impatience and despite, ^ 

Reluctance against God and his just yoLs 1041 

Laid on our. oecks, Remember with what nuVI . 
And gracious temper he both heard and judg'dg • . , 
Wiihoiit wrath or reviling ; we expected 
Immediate dissolution,, which we thought 
Was meant by death that day, when k>, to th0« 
Pains oply in child-b«qiring were foretqld» Wl 

And bringing forth, soon recompenaM with joy» • . / 
Fruit or thy womb : on me the curse aslope 
01anc*d on the ground ; with hiboui I auitf Mum 
M|r bread ;. what harm ? Idleness -had been worse , > 
My labour w ill sustain me ^ and lest oold 10S$ 

Or heat shouk} injure us,.h»8 timely care 
Hath unbesought orovided, and hia hands 
CIothM us'unwqrtn^, pitying while he judg'd ; 
How much morcv. if we. pjraylum, will his ear 1001 
Be open, and bis i^rttapity inpUnei . , 
And teach us further by what means to shun 
Th* inclement seasons, rain, ice, hail, and snow? 
Which now the sky witli various fo^ begins 
To show us in thie.mouBtain, while the winds 1069 
Blow moist and keen, shattering the mceful loeki 
Of these fiiir spreading treeiy whichluds us seek 
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Soffle ^)€?tteir sliipotid, some better Warhit!i to dieriish . 
Our limbs benum*)'d,' ere dlls diurnal star 
fjt^Ye cold the ni^hr, how we, his gathei*d bettms . 
Reflected, may wuh mjEitter sere fbirteht, 107^ 

Or by collision of two bodies srind ' 
The air kttrite to fife, as late tne cfouds 
Justling or push'd with w inds rude in thielr dhoci: 
Tiiie the slam Jightiring, whose thwart flame, HriTeii 
'doiii^n, 107$ 

Kindles the gummy bark of fir or'|[)ine, 
And sends a comf6i1;able betlt fr6m' far, ' * 

Which might supply the suh : such fire to use,' 
^Atid what itiay else be retried y or cure ' "' 
To evifs Which our o^n'mikl'eedsf have Wrbtight,' 1D30 
He 1l4!Mirstnict us-Jiraying, arid of grace 
Beseeching him, •set as We need not fear 
To pass comThV)rfroitisiy iWs life, sustain*d 
Bf ' him with niany coiriftSrts, lilj we end ! 

In dust, our final rest arid riatiVe hbme. 108S 

What better carir'%^e do, thai) to the place 
Repairing where he j udfi»d us pwjsti^te fall 
Before him r^tei^t, atij there confess 
ttttmbly oiir fiiuft«, »and jsiirdon b*g, with tei^ ' \ 
Watinrig the grouhd; -af/dwith our Sighs the air 
Frequenting, 'a^iti fromf hearts! lioritrite, in sign' lO^l 

Of sorrow unfeigri»d,itadXtthimAtibri meek? ' 
Undoubtedly h^wlMrfelcrit and lam ' ' • ' 
From^kia ditepleasur* } in Vhdse ijook sererie, ' " 
WHen angry ffiOBt hiJ stefeifi'd and most^tfeVere; 1095 
What 12166 ' but Ihvouf, grtite • arid merer shone ^* 

So*«pak«'«siilikth^p(ferirterit, ndrEre ' ' ' .'i 
Felt tea* wmorite: they Wrthwitli to the place - . ', 
llepairing w'h^e he j^ideVl'th^m, nrostrate feU ' ' 
Before him rev«reriijiiHdb6iH'corift8s»d' jl(Jo 

Humbly their ftiullB.iAttapartlbh begged ^!th tear* * 
Waterthg Utt» g^^ttnd,'8aid <iHth theS sigHs the ejr ' * 
fi^ueriting; sehtrfpom hthns cbntrit*. fri *i>n I 
Of iorrow unfe%n»di luitf huriU&atifln ^leek, ' '. V 

\ . ■ ' > ■; . . • '■•.•■■•. 
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The tkn of (Mtprtwn^ t# W» JWfctrlW fHwytra 4f 
our jljTfl /NireMto fw« rtpwrftny, imii IntmvMbt ^ 

no Umg€r(ibide in PwaMati »endt MichadwUh 4 
hmd of ChetnHm to di$po$$e8t themf M fiirit ^ 
revuU to Adam future tMng$* Mtehadfeeming 
down, Adim8furw9 to Eve eeHain ommeueeignep 
he diecervu MiekaePt epfftwutk, goet mU tomett fdm/k 
the Anrd denmrnoet tMtr dfpoHurt, Ert'» iMMM^ 
tation. Adam pteifde, hut mthmUe. TheAmgdUadt 
Mm MtMa high kitt, eete ktfere Mm ita^Mem wM 
^heUUppeatrnthefieod, 



Thits they in lowliest plight relfwntant stood 
Pk«yin^{ tor from the merey-«eat dbove' f 
Prevcnient grace descending Wail WmoT\^ ' 
The stony from their hearts, and made new ioAk 
Regenerate grow instead, thai sighs n<iw breathli' S 
Unutterable, winch the spirit of prayer* ' . >• 
IiMpir>d, and Vfn<fd tor heaven with speedionflighli' 
Than loudest oratory: yet their port , " • . ■ 

Not of mean Miters, nor important lees > > 
Seem'd their petition, than when^th* aneient pdif. 16 
>In fables old^ less ancrem yet than tbes^i : > ' 
Deucalion artd'chasbcPyrrtia, to restore . .;. I 
The race of mankind dro^n'd, betore thii Mvom^ ' ' 
Of Themis sce^ d^ont. T* heaVeh* iheir pmyws'.' 
Plew up, nor miss'd the way by envious iwindto l^ 
BUiwn vagabond ar<iMiatJMl8< wibBT'fMtfMu u D.A 
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Dimensionless through heavenly doon ; then dad 

With incense, where the golden altar fum'd, 

By their great intercesnor, came in. sight 

Before the Father's throne: them the glad Son 9(i 

^Presenting, thus to intercede b^gan : 

"See, Father, what first fruits on earth are sprung 
Prom thy implanted ^;racG in man, these si^^hs 
And prayers, which mlftlscblden censer, miz*d 
With incense, I, thy prieaijlakfdre thee bring, ' 85 
Fruits of more pleasing. «uuMir from thy seed 
Sown with contrition m his heart, than those 
Which, his own hand^viaiiwangf all the trees 
Of Paradise could have pnxlucM, ere ^len 
From iniioceoctt. ' Mow, theiviforo, ^bend -thine ear. dO 
Tk ntcNilicauon, hear bis sighs. thoufb nuiej 
Umikutal with whnt wopdstto praytletme 
interpret lor liun, me hie advoeate . 
Andptopidatinn;' all his.fvorkson msy • 
Good er not good, ingraft,. my merit those . . 3S 
Shall perfect, and ftir these my death shall pay. 
Aeeept me, ^and in me. from these .receive 
The smell of peace^ towVd luardund ; let him live 
before tiiAe reooncilM, at least hia days : . 
Nvmbsr'd, though sad, tiU death) bis fjooa^ .(wlu^h 
To mitigate thus plead, no( to reyerse) . . . ^.. 40 
To better life shall yield him, where with ine 
All my redeemed may dweUin ioy and bliss, 
Made one with me, as I with tiiee am one." 

To whom the Father, without cloud, serene i 40 
** All thy request for man, accepted Son, 
Obtain ^ all thy request waamvdeeiea* , . ; 

lutiliHiger in ihauPaFadise to cfwell. 
The law I gaiie to nature him forbids; , 
Tboak purs Immortal elemente that know . . 6Q 
JiTo groos, no unhannonioaa mixture foul, . 
Eject him tai ited iiew and purge him off ., 
ilA a difltemper, gross to air as •gross, . 
And mortal food, as ijnay diajaoeehim ber 
For dissolution .wrought bv sin, that firat 59 

Distemper'd aU things ancf of incorrupt. • . T 

Gflrruptod. I at first, with two &ir gijft% , . . 
Cteated him endowed, with haopinesa 
AndimoMMtaUtyt IhatlbndlyiQp^. 
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Till I provided death } m death beoomen 
His final remedjr, and aftor (tie 
Tried in tharp triMatioh, and refin'd 

^ faith and mithftii works, to second life, 
WaM in the renovation of the just, 95 

Resigns him up with hearen and earth renewed. * 
But let OS elitl to synod all the bleaa'd > 
Through heaven's wide bounds ; from them t wilJ 

•»• ' not hide i . 

My jud^enta^ hew with mankind 1 4>foceed, 
As how with peccant- angels late they caw, 70 

And in their slate, though finn, stood moraoonlinnM.*' 

' ' He ended, and the Son giiTe signal high 
To the bright minister that watch'd ; he>blew 
His trumpet, her^rd in Oreb since perhaps 
When God descended, and perhaps once more ' iS 
To soUhd at" general doom.' Th'-angeHc Wast 
iPiird all the regions'; fhm\ thSr blissfiir^boweri 
Of amaranthine shade, fountain or spring,' - 
By the waters of life, where'er they sat - 
In fellowships of joy; the s6ns of light '>^0 

tjaated, resorting to the summons high, 
And took their siieats ; till (Vom his throne supreme 
Th' Almighty thus pronounc'd his sovereign will: 

" O sons, like' on^ of us man is become 
To know both g6od and evi V since his laAfte 85 

Of that defended fruit ; but let him b<^ast 
His knowledge of good lost, and evil got; 
Happier h&d It sumc'd him to have knoWn 
Good by itself, and evil not tit all. ' ' ' ." 
He sorrows now, repents, and pray* confrltte, $0 
My motions in him ; longer than iney move, 
His heart 1 know, how variable and taf n 
Self-left ' Lest therefore his now bolder hahd ' 
Reach also of the tree- Of life, and cat, • • • 
And live for ever, dream at least to lite •£ 

,For evef, to remove him I decree, 
And send him from the gafden forth to till 
The ground whence he was taken, fitter soil.. . 

"Michael, thfc my behest have thou m rhai||e} ^ 
Take to thee from among the cherubim 100 



Thy ehoiee of ittming warrioMf last tht fiwM^ 
Or in behalf ef num, or to kivftde: 
VncAnt possession, some new trouble rftise e ^ 
Ha3te thee, arid rnrni the Paradise of Qod, 
Without reknorae driye out the sinful pair, IM 

Prom hallow'd ground th' uoholv, iMicf denounet 
To them and to their proereny from thenoe 
Perpetual banishment. Yet, lest they laint 
Ai the sad senteooe'rigofously ur^^d, 
For I behold them sofUnM and with tears 1 10 

Bewailine their excess, all terror hide. 
If patiently thy bidaing thejr obey, 
Dismiss them not disconsolate ;. reveal 
To Adam what shall come in future days, 
As I shall thee eoUghten; intermix .. ^ MS 

My covenant in the woman's seed renewed ^ ,\ -n 
So send them fi>rtb, tho* sorrowing, yet in peace ; . 
And on the eaat side of the garden place, 
Where entrance up from Eden easiest climbs, 
Cherubie watch, and of a ^word the flame W 

Wide waving, all approach far off to fright^ 
And guard aU passage to the tree of life ^ 
I Licst Paradise a receptacle prove 
To spirits foul, and all my trees their prey, 194 

With whosfi stolen fruit man once more to delude." 

He ceas'd ; and th' archanselic power prepar'd 
For swift desjoent, with him the cohort bright 
Of watchful cherubim; four faces each 
Had, like a double Janus, all their shape 
Spangled with eyes, more numerous than those 110 
Of Argua^ i^nd more wakeful than to drowse, 
Charm'd with Arcadian pipe, >he past'ral reed . , , 

• /Of Hermes^ or bis, opiate r^ Meaiiwtule, 
1*0 re-saluti^t^e world with S|i6red iigfit^ ., 
Leucotliea wiUt'd i|>nd with fresh dews emb^m^d.llS 
The e^^nhf whf}ii Adam imd first. matron Eve 
Had ended now their oi:ispi^ s^nd foupd ' ' i 

- Atreneth addeid from al^ve, new .hope to spriii^ 
Out of despair, joy^ bi4, wit)[x fear yet linkM. ;/. '» 
Which thus t0 J£fe, his fW^lcome words reneiir^df.' ^ 

** Eve, easily may faith admit that all' 
Th^ff(Hi4 which we enjoy frpm,l^e9v^n(]issceMt>; 
I )tffun t!hat fi-ou^ \^,QU4^t should a^cei^d .td |h^)i^iin , •« 
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So pre^Alant at ia«(MiGi9rft.th6 nrind. 

Of God hi^ii-blees'd* qr to ineline his will 145 ' 

Hard to belief tiiay seem ; yet thia >v!Ul praytf , ' 

Or one alkMrt BigK iff hiukiun bneiath, ttphiorne 

Even lo the seat of G^« For since J- soi^ht 

By praver tb* offended Disity t' appeawt - 

iUieePd, and berore him humbled all my heajrt, 150 

McthflM^kt 1 aav kan placable and mik^ 

Beading hia ear ; perauasion in me grew 

That I was heaid with favour ; piaace reium'd 

Home to my breast and to my memory 

His promise, that thy ' seed shall bruise our foe f 155 • 

Which then noc minded in dismay, yet now 

Assures me that tlie bitterness of death > ' ■' 

l8|nst, aYid we shall live. Whence hail to thaa* 

Eve ri|;htly caU'd, mother of all mankind, < - • / 

Mother.of all thines living, since' by tjiCe, ISO* ' 

Man is to live, and ail things live ror4EDan*" ' ) 



To whom thus Eve with ead demeanour 
** ni worthy I si|eh title should belong 
To roe transgreaaer, who, for thee ordain'd 
A help, became thy snare ; to me reproach 165 

Ratlier belongs^ distnist and all dispraise : ' . • 
But infinite in pardon was my Jud|^ 
That I, who first brought death on all, am jraePd 
The source of life ; next favourable thou. 
Who highly thus t» entitle me vouelasaf st, IflfO ' 

Par other name deserving. But the field 
To labour calls us now« with sweat impoeM 
Thottglk after sleef»lcas night ; for ase ub fDOin, 
All unconcerned with our.unresl, begias 
Her rosy progress smiling ; let us forthi ITS . 

I never^ from thy «f ida henceforth to stray, 
Wliere*er our day's work! lies, though now anjoiA'd 
Laborious, iill day droop ('While' hera we dwelly . .' 
What can be toilsome in these pleaMuM walks*? 
Here let us live, though inlhlleaaiate, oontenu" 101^ t 

So spake, so wi»lf d much humbled Eve, bul flita /. 
iuterib'^ not ; KatMiw tot gave aij|iu%impreMy . ' 
On bird, beast, air, air suddenly eclips*d 
AfUr short' MusKjof mwtn -; mgn in htr sight • ' ; 
The bird of Jove, siooa'd from his wry. tour^ < 165 
Two birds of gaytai (MUme b^fons' Jiim dsova ^ .^ . ,/- 

31 
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Down from a hill Ae beast that reign* in woods, 
Fiivt hunter then, purau'd a ^ntle oraee^ 
G(X)d1iett ofall the forest, hart and trind ; 
Direct to th' eastern gate was bent their flight. 180 
Adam observM, and with his eye the chase 
Pursuing, not unmov'd, to Gve thus s|>ake : 

'* O Eve ! s6ine further ehange awaits as aigh, 
Wliich heaven by these mute signs in nature shows, 
Foreruriners'of his purpose, or to warn 195 

Us, haply too secure, of our discharge 
Froih penalty,' because from death releas'd 
Some days; how long, and what till th«n our hiby 
Who knows? Or more than this, that we are dust. 
And thither must return and be no more 7 SflO 

Why else this double obfectin our sight 
Df^iight pursu*d-|n th*air,'lMd o'er tm ^-ound, 
One way the setf-same hour r Wity in uie east 
Darkness ere day's mid-course, and morning light 
More «irient in yon western cloud, that draws fi06 
O'er the blue firmament a radiant white, • 
And slow descends,with something heavenly^raught^'' 

He err'd not, for by this the heavenly 'bands 
Down from a sky of jasper lighted now 
In PahecdiSB, and. on a hill made halt ; &f 

A glorious apparition, had not doubt 
AiMtcamal fear*,' that daydimmM Adam's eye. 
N^ot that more glorious, when icheangels met 
Jacob in Xfahanaim, where he saw 
The iiejd paviiion'd Mrith his guardians bright ; %\t* 
Nor that which on the flaming mount appeared 
In'^-Dbthan, covei-^d with' a camp of fire, 
Against the Syrian king, who t«» surprise 
OneiAian, assassin like, that levied war, 
War unproblaifn'd. The princely hierarch 9if 

In their bright eltand there left his powers to seize 
Pa^ssion of tim garden; he alone, 
To find where Adam shelter'd, took his way, 
Not Unjierceiv'd of Adam, i^ho to Eve, > 
While the great visitant approach'd, thus spake: 

** Eve ! now expect lepreat tidings, whieh perhaps 
Of cbb will soon determme, or impose 
New laws to b« obserfd ; for I deiery 
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Pmnn yrjnder blazing ctoiad thai TeHs tholUU» ' 

One cirthe heaveniy host^ and by his gait t30 

None of the meanest, some freat potentate, 

Or of the thrones above ; suiui majesty 

Invests him coming ; yet not tern ble, ^ 

That I should fear, nor sociably mild. 

As Raphael, that I should raucn confide, 8l6 

But salemn and sublimej^ whom ne« to oiTend, * 

With reverence I must meet, and thou retires;" ' - 

• • . ' .■ { 

He ended ; ttnd the archangel soon drew high, ^ 
Not ififhiB' shape celestial, but as man ■' 

Clad to meet man ; over his lucid arms S4I> 

A military vest of purpte flow'd, 
Livelier than M eiioaan, «r the grain 
Of^Sarra, worn -by kings and heroes old -i 

In time of truce; Iris had dipped the woof; 
His Starr}' helm linbuckted 'Snow*d him prinfe ' 645 
In manhood, trhere youth ended ; by his side, 
As in a glist'rSng zodiac, hung the'swoiii, 
Satan's dire dread, and in his hand the spean • • ^' 
Adam bow'd low ; he kingly, from- his state * 
Inclined not, but his coming thus declared : ^{60 

" Adam ! heaven's high behest no preface needs : 
Sufficient that thy prayers are heard, and death, 
Then due by sentence when thou didst transgress, 
Defeated of his seizure, many days' < 

Given thee of grace, wherpin thou may'st repent, S56 
And one bad act with many deeds well'doile 
Mavr'st eoi^r t well may then thy Lord, appeas'd. 
Redeem thee quite from death's rapaciqus etaim' ; 
But longer in this Paradise to dwell 
Permits not ; taremoVe tliee 1 am come, SQi 

And send thee fivkn the garden forth, to till • ' 

The ground whence thou wast taken, fitter soil. ■ '• ■ f 

■. '/ 

He added not, for Adam at the news 
Heart-struck with ehiiiing gripe of sorrow stood. 
That all his senses bound ; £ve, who unseen, Stf 
Yet all had heard, with audible lament 
Discover'd soon the place of her retire. 1 

** O unexpected stroke, worse than of death * 
M ust I thus leave ihee, Paradise 7 ifaus leave ' 



dN4 .TMUO^S !U9V. . [MpoJpJV 

Thee, n4U}r<^<f|t>ilt (heno h^Mpy walks aiMlwl^ados^ VO 

,Fit hauni ofjgpds ? where I liad hope to spend, 

Cluiet, thQW|;}jk sad, the re^pijLe of that day 

That must be mortal to us bpU). O fluwera, 

That never wilt in other climate grow, 

My early visitatipn, fufid my liast . . ■ i ; , it7A 

4l^even, whiohi hred MprWiih tender hand ,; 

From the finite op' AWg ^^d• aod gave ye namciii 

Who nqwislwU jre^l: y^ to th§ SMi\» or i-HSik 

Your tribes, and water from th' ambrosial fount 

The^ la^UXt nuptial bower, by me adoin'd tSC 

With what to stghjt or smell was.8weet, ftom th«e 

How shall I part, and. whither, wander down 

Into a lower world, to this obscure 

And wild ? How shall we breathe in otlier ahr 

Less pure, acettstom'd. to immortal fruits 7" 285 

-. Whomthus.theangelinterruptiedmild: 
*' Lament nott.E^ve, but patiently resign 
What justly thou hast lobt ; nor 8«t thjF heart, 
Thus oyerr^ond, oii^ that which is npt tmne ; 
Thy fioing is no^ lonely ; wiUi Uies goes , 
tr^ nuslM^d i hUA. to follow thou /irt bo^nd $ 
Where he abides, think there thy natiye soil." 



390 



Adam by this from the cold swiden damp 
Recovering, and his scattered spirits retum'd, 
To Michael thus his humble words addressed : 2$i5 

T t 

*' Celestial ! whether among the thrones, ornam'd 
Of them tha highest, Ibi; such of. shape may Mem 
Prin^ above princes, gently haat thou (olu 
Thy message, which mighielse in telUpg wound, ' 
And in performing end jus ; w-hat beeide^^ SOO 

Of sorrow, land d^ection, and despair^ 
Our fralliy <»n sust|un,,thy^ tidings bring, , . 
Departure from this happy place, our sweet 
Recess, and only consolation left . . . ^* 

Familiar to«ureyefit<^ipla<«B else - SOS 

Uospit^bie appear^, and desolate ; 
Nor knowing us, nor known : and if by pnyttT 
Incessant I could, hope to change^ the wall 
Of him who all things can, I would not cease 
To weai^ him ^ith my assiduous cries i : 310 

But pray^iagain^hia absolute dflcreA, ^ ... . 
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No inor6 aTaila than breath against the wind, ) 

Blown suflifne back on him that breathes it fotlh * 

Therefotv to. his great btdUing I submit* 

This most afflicts mej that departing iience, 3IA i 

Aafirom his Aieel shall be hid, deprived •/ 

Hit 'ilessed countenance ; here I •eouhl frequent . 

Wim worship, place. by places where he ¥OuebMif?d > 

Ptcmucc divine, and to my sons relate, 

* On this mobnt he appear'dy'Under this tree 390 

Stood visible, amOn^ chese pines bis voice ■ , 

4 heard, here with him* at this fountain talkVl :' . ., r 

80 many grateAil altars I would rear . ; i 

Of grassy turf, and pile up every stoaa . ; 

Of lustre from the brook, m mom0ry« > 394 

Or monument to ages, and thereon 

CNTer sweet-smelling^ums, and fruits, and -floWorSb't' 

In yonder nether wond where shall I seek ' . / ' 

His bright appeanunces, or footstep traoe?- 

For though l fled him ahgry^ yet^ recalled 330 : 

To life prolong'd and ptomis*d race, I now i ' 

GHadly oehold, though but his utmost skirts, :« 

Of glory, and fiir oftnis steps adore.^' - 1 .1 

i 
To whom thus Michael with regard benight • ' ! ' 
<* Adam . thou know^t heaven his, and all theearth/* 
Not thk rock only ; his omnipresence fills SSf*^ 

Land, sea, and air, and every kind that lirea^ 
Fomented by hit virtual power and warm'd , 
All th* earth he piwtt thee to possess and- rule, » . • ■ > 
No despicable gilt-; surmise not then 34<l 

Sitpresenee to these narrow houncks eonfin'd 
Of Paradise or Eden f this had bee«i< 
Perhaps thy capital seat, fimn whence had apMaid > 
•All generations, and had hither oome^ '1 » 

From all the end* of th* earth, to celebrate i4§- 

Akid reverence thee then- great progenitor.. 
But this pre-emiiienoe thou hast lost, brought down^ : 
To dwell on even'^und now with thy sens t 
Yet doubt not but m valley and in plain 
God is as here, and will be found auke 350 ; 

Present, and of his presence mAny a sign 
Still following thee, still compassing thee round ^ 
With goodness and paternal love, lus Aiee > 

E^Lpress, and of his ote)js the tnusk divine. 

Wnicn tpat thou inay'si believe, and be eon^nn'd.3tt! 

o • 
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Ere thou /Iromhetioe d«>art ; know, I aia tenl ^'- ' 
To shbor thee whai 6h»il come in future ii«yi - 
To thee, and to thjr oSkpring ; good with oad ' 
ftii^t to hear, sapernal ^race contending^ 
With sinfulness or men ; thereby to leom .. 363^ 

True [Atianee, and to tempbr joy with fear , 
Aitd'pvMWWrfowj eqnaUy Inured ./ i< . 

By moderation ettner state to beaiv > < 

Froaperouii-oraidterse; 80 ^Halt thou lead 
Safest thy life, and besi prepcur^d endure 3tt^- 

Thy raonal passage when it ooraes. Asoend . < 

This hill ; let Cv^e (for I ba^^ dreneh^d her eye«) 
Here sleep below, while thou to foresi^Ut wa]c*st; • 
iK#once tnou slept'sty while she to life was lonii*«L i 

' ' ' . 

Tawhomthus Adam gratefuUy replied^ . 370 
" Ascend, I fliUow thee^ Mfe guide ! . tne paih 
Thou lead'st' me, and to the hand of heaTen siibniit» 
However chast*ning, to the eyil turn 
My obvious breast, arming to overeome 
By sufTcring, aiid'eam rest from labour won, . 371^ > 
It so I may attain.^' So.both.aaccfnd ... 
In the Tisions of God. It was a hill, 
OfParadnse tbehiehest, fvoih Wud8e4op > 
The hemisphere oC^arth in oleai'Mt k^n . 379 

BiMtch'd out to th* amplest reach Qf|>tospea k<y» , 
Not higher that hill, or wider kJoking^cowMl, 
Whereon, for diff'rant eaaM, the t«mpt(*r set 
Our second Adam in ihe wilaetnes^ 
Ti^lhow hiin all oai^hfs kingdoms and thoirgiory^ . / 
His eye ihight there eommand wherever stood 3£tf 
City of old or modem fuae, the seat ,. ' 
Of nhightiefili empbe, from dbe destin'd wails 
Of Cambalu, seatof Cathaian Can, . 
Aiid Samarehandby OxxOj Xettir's thmnc^ 
To Paquin,.of Stntoan kingSk and theooe , w t90 
TorAgni, and Lahoiy of great ^ingult 
Down to the-^ldea Uhendnese, or vhere • ' : 
The Persian m £cbatan.aat, or since 
In Hispahan, Or whem the, RiMsian Cstgr 
In Moscow, or the Sulian in Bizanoe, 396 

Turchestan^bom ; nor could his eye not kw 
Th' empire of Negus, to his utmost port 
Ercoco, and the less maratime ktaga, 
ll«taibaaa,.aiid ClttiJoa»and Malindy 
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Of Congo, and Aiigola ^rthest aooth ; 
Oir thence from Niser flood to Atlas moanl, • • ' 
The kingdoms of Almansor, Pes, and Sim, i 

Morocco, and Algierb, and Tremieen ; ■ 
On Europe thence, and where Rome vastosivaf M 
The m'orld : in spirit perhafis he also sanr • ' • 

Rich Mexico the seat of Montezume, 
And Cusco tn Peru, the richer seat 
Of Atabalipa, and yet unsnoii'd •> 

Guiana, whose great eity Ueryoii*8 sons - • 41# 
Call CI Dorado. But to nobler sights 
Michael front Adam's eyes the fihn removed, 
Which that false fruit that nromis'd clearer sighi - 
Had bred ; then purg'd with euphrasy and rue - 
The visual tmrwe^ ibr he had much to see ( 4li 

And from the well of life three drops rftsdM'd) '* 

So deep- the power of these ingredients pier6*d,> • ' 
Eren to the mmost seat of mental si^ht^ '^ 

That Adam, now eitforc'd to close his eyes, ' 4f |i 
Sunk down, and all his spirits became entran^'d ; 
But htm ihe gentle angel by the hand • ^ • ' ' 
Soon raiiMt and his attenuon thus recallVI : * ' ^ 

'^ Adaml now ope thine eyes, and first behoM - ' 
ThP effects which tny original crime* hath 'wrought ' 
In some to spring from thee, who never touched 4515 
Th' excepted tree, nor with the snake oonspii^d; * ' 
Nor sinn*d thy sin, yet fVom that sin derive ^ 

Corruptioii to bring fonh more violent deeds.** • > 

His eyes he open*d, and beheld a fteM, 
Part arable and tikh, whereon were a^eaves - • 4W$ 
New reaped, the other part sheep-walks and folds ; . ; 
r th' midst an aitarJis the land-mark stood, > 

Rustic, of grassy sod; thither anon 
A sw«aty reaper from his tillage brought ^ 

First fruits, the green ear, and the yellow sireaf^ 435 
UnculPd, as came to hand ; a shepherd' next. 
More mock, came with the firstlings, of his flock ' ' 
Choicest and best ; then sacriiidng, laid 
The inwards and their fai, with incense stWfwM 
On the deft wood, and aU^dae rites perfbrmfd. 44N9 
if is offering soon propitious fire frtmi hedhnen 
CoDsuoi d with nittbie gfsu^ and grateful fttMiHi - 



Tlw other's aot, forhia w{» not aiieere ; . 
Whereat he inly rag?<Vart(i as ihey {alk'd, ^ 

Smote hira into, the jiAdrift' with a 9tone 44d 

That beat.oat tile,; he fejl, uwlrdeadly pale 
Groan*d out his 80«i with gushing biood elTua'd* 
Mvch.ftt that sirhi was Adam in his heart 
0i»Aay'd,«aMl tAua in haste to th' angel cried i 

** O teacher, some great mischief hath befidl'n 4&ft 
To that meek man, who weU had sacrifie'd ; 
i|».|uety thus «nd piir« deTOtion paid V* 

■ ' ' - I. •' . 

T' whom Michael thus, he aiao rooted, replied : ". 
** Theae two are brethren, Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loin^; th' unjiiflt the ju^ hath slaitt^ 4adf 
l^or envy tbat.hisbrother';* ^flennff found 
From h^v^ aeoepiance ; but the oJoody feet ' 

Will be aven^d, and th*. other's fikithaft^pov^d 
Lose no rew^rd^ ihoMgh here U»ou see him die, 
HoUing in .du»t and goreJ* To whioh eur sine k 4€9 

^ Alsis, both for the deed afid fhr the cAVtse I 
But have 1. pow aeci^ penth ? Is this the way • 
I muM return to native diisi? O sight 
Of terror, ^ul aaid u^y to behold, 
Uonid to thinks howjiiorrible to feet F^ 409 

To whom thun Miehneil e '^ Death thou haat aeen 
In his first shape on man : hm. ii»anv shapea ■ 
Of death, and many are the yrays that Fead 
To his grim cave, all dismal ; yet to sense 
More terrible ai. th* enuawse .than' withia. 4?0 

9ome, as thousaw'st, bv violent stroke aha)* die, 
By fire, flood, famiue ^ oy mtenpp'rariee more 
In meats and dri#ks, which on me earth shai) brijsg 
Diseases dire, of mi hich a jnonstrous crew 
Before thee shall appear ; that thott may'ei know- 47> 
What misery tb' isabatinenpe of f^ve 
Shall bring pn men,*' . Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appeared, sad, iioisome, daili^ 
A lazar-house it seem'd, wherein wet e laid 
Numbers of all diseased, jbII maladies 48i 

Of fi^hastly spasm, or racking torture, q^jalna 
Of heart-sick agony, all feverous kindsy 
CpnYfila^ns epile^ea^ iierce Qatmrrh«» 
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Intestine stone and uleer, 'oholic twangs. 
Demoniac phrenzy, moping mewneliol^ 4M 

And moon*Btruck madness, pining atrophy^ 
Marasmus, and wide- wasting pestilence, 
Dropsies, and asthmas, and joint-racking rheunit.. 
Dire was (he tf>ssing, deep tne groans ; Despair 
Tended the sick, busiest rrom coach to couch ; 4il0 
And 'Orer them triumphant Death his dart 
Shook, but delay*d to strike, though oft invok*d 
With vows, as their chief good, and final hope. 
Sight so deform what heart offock could long 
Dry-eyed behold 7 Adam could not, but wept, 49$ 
Though not of woman born ; compassion quell*d 
His b«stof man, and ga^e him up to tears * . 

A space, till firmer thoughts restrained excess ; 
And scarce recovering words, his plaint renewed : 

** O miserable mankind, to what fall 5Hb 

Degrade, to what wretched state reserved ! 
Better end here unborn. Why is life given 
To be thus wrested from us 7 Rather why 
Obtruded on us thus 7 who, if we knew 
What we receive, would either not accept 505 

Life ofTer'df or soon beg to lay it down, 
Glad to be so dismissed in peace. Can thus 
Th' imase of God in man, created once 
So goodty and erect, thoug^h faultv since 
To such unsightly sufFeriitf;s be debased 510 

Under inhuman pains 7 Why shouM not man^ 
Retainiiis still divine similitude 
In part, from such deformities be free. 
And for his Maker's image sake exempt ?** 5M 

*' Their Maker's image,** answer'd Michael, " then 
Forsook them, when themselves they vilified 
To aerve ungovern*d appetite, and took . ^ 

His imago whom they served, a brutish vice, • 
Inductive mainly to the sin of Eve. 
Therefore so abject is their punishment, 590 

Disfiffui ing not God*s likeness, but their own. 
Or ifnie likeness, by themselves defac*d, 
While they pervert pure nature's Healthful rulei i 
To loathsome sickness ; worthily, since they ; • • 
God*9 image Md not reverence in theiasely«a> S9A 
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' 1 yield it j.u•^'' «akl . Adamt " and suinnil. 
#»t is there yet no other way, besides 
These paiaftU passages, how we may oome 
To death, and mix witii our eotmaturai dust V* 199 

** There is," said Michael, " if thou well obserre • 
.The rule of not too much, by tempVanoe tau^l, 
In what thou eat*st and drink'si, seeking from theM#. 
Due nourishment, notgluttoiM.>us deUght, 
Till many years over thy head retui*R : 
So maiy^st thou live, till like ripe fruit thou drop 
.laliO thy mother's lap, or be with eoH o3k 

Gather*d, ^t hai:shly nluck*d, for death mature : 
This is old age ; but then thou must outlive 
Thy youth, thy strength, thy beauty, which will 

change 
To withered, weak, and gray ; thy senses then 540 
Obtuse, all taste of pleasure must fbrejro, 
To what thou hast ; and for the air ofyouth. 
Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood wilf reign 
A melancholy damp of cold and dry, 
To weifi^h thy spirits down, and last consume 545 
The baun of life.* To whofn our ancestor 

"Henceforth I fly ;lot death, nor woufd prolong 
Life nmch ; bent rather how I may be quit 
Fairest and easiest of this cumb'rons charge. 
Which 1 must keep till my appointed day 550 

Of rend'ring up, and jpaiiently attend 
My diBSohxtioft.** Michael replied : 

** Nor loye thy life, nor hate ; but what thou 11 fX 
Live well, how Ion? or short permit to heaven : 
And now prepare mee for another sight.'' 5&5 

He look'd, and saw a spacious plain, whereon 
Were tents of various hde ; by some were herds 
Of cattle gracing ; others, whence the sound 
Of instruments that made melodiotts chime 
Was heard, of harp and organ ; and who'mov'd 560 
Their stupe and diorels where seen ; his volant touch 
Instinct tnrough all proportions, low and high, 
^ed and pursued transverse the resonant fugue. 
In other part stood one who at the fors:e, 
LRb'ring^ two massy c! yds of iron anti bi ass 56f 



Had, melted, (whether found where casuM fir 

Had wasMd woods on mountain or in vale, 

Down to the veins of earth, thence gliding hot 

To some eave*8 mouth, or 'whether washM by stream 

From urtdemound,) the liquid ora he draifi'd 5T0 

Into fit moulds prepar'd ; from which he formM 

First his own- tools j then, what might elsebli ' 

wrought 
Fusil or mt^n in metal. After these, 
But on the hither aide, a different sort 574, 

From the high neighfoVing hills, which was their seat,* ' 
Dowh to the plain descended : by their guise , 

J«Mt men they seemed, and all their study bent 
To worship God aright, and know his works 
Not hid, nor thoite tilings last which m^t preserve '* 
F*reedom and pieace to men : they on the plain 599 ' 
Long had not walk'd, when from the tents behoM 
A* bev^ of fair women. richJy gay 
In ffera's and wanton aress ; to th' harp they sung 
Sou amorous ditties,- and in fiance came on. 
The men, tho* grave, eyed them, and let their eyes 
Rove without rein, till in the amorous net 586 . 

Fast caught, they tikVl, and each his liking chose ; 
And* now of love they treat, till th* evening star, /! 
Love's harbinger, appear'd ; then all in heat 
They light the nuptial torch, and bid invoke - 590 ; 
Hymen, then iirst to marriage-rites invok*d : ' * 

With feast and music all the tents resound. 
Such happy interview and fair event 
Of love and youth not lost, songs, garlands, Hower^ ' 
And* charming symphonies, attached the heart b9!i 
Of Adam, so6n indin'd t' admit delight, ' > 

The bent of nature ; which he thus expressed : 

<* True opener of mine eyes, prime attg«l bleeiiM 
MMh better seems this vision, and mon6 hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than those two past r 600 
1 hose were of hate and death, or puin murh wr.ne ;* 
Beite Jiativre seems fulfilPd in all her ends;'' 

tTo whom thus Michael : *' Judge not wli«t u be<t ' 
By pleasure, though la nature ttseming meet, ' 
Cleared, as thou art, to nobler end, 609^ 

Holy and, pure, conformity divine; 
Those teata thou 8«v*8t so pleainiity were the titaim 
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Of wickednMt, wherein sludl dwell ha mcB 

Who slew his brother; studioiia they appear 

Of arts that polish life, inventQr4 r«re» . i fit '. 

Unmindful of their Maker, though hia Spine 

Taught tJMiiH but thay his ^ifts ackiiowMdg*d nona 

Tet they a beauteous oflfapring shall beset ; 

For that iair female troop thou saw'st, tbat seemed 

Of goddesses, so blithe, so smooth, so gay« 615 

Tet empty of all ^ood, wherein eonsiais 

Waman's domes^o honour and chief p ra i fie ; 

Bred onlir and completed to the taste 

Of lustful appetence, to sing, to dance* 

To dreao, and troll the tongue, and n>U Qm eya. €9t 

To these, that sober race of men„ wheee lifca 

Aeliajioua titled them the sons of Grod, 

ShaH yield up all \heir rirtue, all their fama» 

. gnobiy, to the trains and. to the smiles ■ 

or these fair atheists, and maw swim in joy, ^ 68ft 

Bre long to siif im at large ; and laugh, for which 

Ilie world ere long a worid of teajrs must weepw** 

To whom thus Adam^ of short joy bereft s 
** pity, and shame t tluit thej who to live wall 
BnterMso fiur, shoukl turn aside to tread 680 

Paths indired, or in the midway faint! 
But still 1 see the tenor of man's wo 
Holds on iha iame, from woman to bei^in." 

** From man's efltminaf) slackness it bej^ns,** 
j3aul th* angelv '* who should better hold his piaee 
By wisdom, and auperiorgifts receiv*d» 6SS 

But now prepare thee for another scene." 

He looked, and saw wide territory spread 
Before himt'iawns|.aiid rural work? between, 
Cities of man witk tofty gates.- and tower* ; 
Gooooune ia arms, Aeroe fiiccs threat*ning war, 
QuuHs of migibtiy bone, and bckl emfprise ; • 
Part wield tlMftiv arms,, part curb the foaming 
Btnele, or in array of battle ran.o;*d, 
BptEhtniftMid foolk nor idly niustMn^ Mnud t 665 
One way a band saleot fmm forage dnvas ' 
4i- hard of beeves, fjur ozan, and fair kine^ 
Prom a fat meadow-^K»tind^ or flsecy ioeHL 

laoMM^ <nrep Uia pUMU 
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Their booty ; msaxob with h'fe the shepherds fly, tSO 

But call in aid. which makes a bloody tray ; 

With cniel toumam«.nt the squadrons join ; 

Wnere cartle pastured late, now scatter'd lies 

With carcasses and arms, th' ensanguined field 

Deserted : others to a city strong 655 

Lay 8ie«;e, encampM ; by battery, scale, and mine, 

Assauitmg ; others from the wall defend 

With dart and javelin, stones, and sulphurous fire 

On each hand slaughter and gigantic deeds. 

In other parts the sceptred heralds call 000 

To council in the city gares ; anon 

Gray-headed men and grave, with warriors miz*d 

Assemble, and harangues are heard, but soon 

In factious opposition ; till at last 

Of middle ajce or\*i rising, eminent 065 

In wise deport, spake much of right and wrong, 

Of justice, of religion, truth and peace, 

And judgment from above i him old and young 

Exploded, and had seized with violent hands, 

Bad not a cloud descending snatoh*d him thence 670 

Unseen amid the throng?; bo violence 

Proceeded, and oppression and sword-law, 

Through all the plain, and refuse none was firand. 

Adam was ail in tears, and to his guide 

Lamenting turned full sad : ** O what are these, 675 

Death's ministers, not men, who thus deal death 

Inhumanly to men, and multiply 

Ten thousand-fold the sin of nim who slew 

His brother ; for of whom such massacre " 

Make they but of their brethren, men of men 7 686 

But who was that just man, whom had not heaven 

Rescued, had in his righteousness been lost ?** 

To whom thus Michael : ** These awe the prodncl 
Of those ill-mated marriages thou saw'st ; 
Where good with bad were match'd, who of thenii 
selves 685 

Abhor to join ; and by imprudence mix'd, 
Produce prodiei^ais births of body or mind. 
Such were these giants, men of high renown : 
For in those days might only shallbe admir'd; 
\nd valotir and heroic virtue call'd ; '9P 

To overcome in battle, and subdue 
Vationa, and bring home spoils with infinite, 

22 
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Mtfi-pMnghter, shall be held die highest pilch 

Of human glory, and (or gloi y. dbae 

Of triumph, to oe styPd great oon<|uerQr8» 69A 

Patrons of mankind, gods, and sons of goids, 

Destroyers rightlier calPd, and plagues of men. 

Thtis fame shall be uchiey'd, renown on earth, 

And what most merits fame in silence hid. 

But he, the seventh from thee, whom thou beheld*st 

The only righteous m a world perverse, 70} 

And therefore hated, tlrerefore so beset 

With foes, for daring sinele to be just. 

And utter odious truth, that God would come 

To judge them with his saints : him the Most High, 

Wrapped in a balmy cloud, with winged steeds 706 

Did, as thou saw'st, receive, to walk .with God i 

Hkrh in salvation and the climes of bliss, 

£xempt from death ; to show thee what reward 

Awtiits the good, the rest what punishment ; 710 

Which now direct thine eyes, and soon beliold." 

^ He looked, and saw the face of things quite chang'd; 
The brazen throat of war had ceasM to roar ; 
AH now was tumM to jollity and game, 
To. luxury ahd riot, feast and dance ; 715 

Marrying or prostituting, as befell, 
Raf>e or adultery, where passing fair 
AlIur\J>them ; thence from cups to civil broila. 
At length a reverend sire among them came. 
And of their doings great dislike declared, 780 

And testified against their ways ; he ofl 
Frequented their assemblies, whereso met. 
Triumphs or festivals, and to them preached 
CSonversion and repentance, as to souls 
In prison under judgments imminent ; 725 

Bnt aU in vain ; which when he saw, he oeas'd 
Contending ; 'and remov'd his tents far off; 
Then from the mountain hewing timber taU, . 
Began to build a vessel of huge hulk ; 72!* 

Measured by cubit, length, and breadth, and height, 
Smear'd round with pitch, and in the iide a door 
Contrived ; and of provisions laid in large 
For man and beast . when In, a wonder strange ! 
Of every beast, and bird, and insect small 7M 

Came sevens, and pairs, and enterM in, as taught i 
Their ocd«r ; tesithe ^re. and hi» ihcee soiia. 
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With their (bur wires ; and God made fiist the dttoi 
Meanwhile the south wind rose,- and with • black 

wings 
Wide hoverinjj:, all the clouds together drove 
Prom under heaven; the hills to their supply • 74$ 
Vapour, and exhalation dusk and moist, : 

Sent up amain ; and now the thickenM sky 
Like a dark ceiling stood ; down rushM t^e rain - 
Impetuous, and continued till the earth 
No more was seen ; the floating vessel swam 745 
Uplifted, and secure with beaked prow 
Rode tilting o*er the waves ; all dwellings elM 
Flood overwhelmed, and them with ail their ponop 
Deep under water roll'd ; sea cover'd sea, 
Sea without shore ; and in their palaces, 760 

Where luxury late reien'd, sea-monsters wKelp'd 
And stabled ; of mankind, so numerous late, 
All lefl, in one small bottom swam imbark*d. 
How did*st tTiou grieve then, Adam, to behold 
The end of all thy offspring, end so sad, 7$k 

Depopulation ? thee another flood. 
Of tears and sorrow a flood thee also drown'd, 
And sunk thee as thy sons ; till gently reared 
By th* angel, on thy feet thou 8tood*st at last, ' 

Though comfortless, as when a father mourns 790 
His children, all in view destroy'd at once ; 
And scarce to th* angel utter*dst thus thy plaint : 

'* O visions ill foreseen ! better had 
Liv*d ignorant of fnture, so had borne 
iMy part of evil only, each day's lot 768 

Enough to bear ; those now, that t^ere dispeniM 
The Surden of many ages, on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining birth 
Abortive, to torment me ere their being. 
With thought that they must be. Let no man seeK- 
Hencef^irth to be foretold what shall bofaU 771 

Him or his children ; evil he may be sure, 
Which neither his foreknowing can prevent. 
And he the future evil shall no less * 

In apprehension than in substance feel, 776 

Grievous to bear : but that care now is pant, 
Man is not whom to warn ; those few escap'd, 
Famine and anguish will at last consume, « 

WaiidVing that wat'ry desert. I had ho|N^ 
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When violence was ceas*d, and war on earth, 78/ 
AU would have then gone weU, peace would have 

crown'd, 
WItii lenj^ih of happv days, the race of man: 
Bui I was iar deceivM ; for now 1 see 
Peace to corrupt no less than war to waste. 
How comes it thus ? unfold, celestial i^uide, 79i 

And whetlier here the. race of man will end." 

To wthom thus Michael : ** Those whom last t) i 
saw'st 
In triumph and luxurious wealth, are they 
First seen in acts of prowess eminent. 
And ^reat exploits, out of true virtue void ; 7M 

Who haying spilt much blood, and done much waai!4>, 
Subduing nations, and achieved thereby 
Feune m the world, high titles, and rich prey, 
Shall change their course to pleasure, case, and sloth 
Surfeit) and lust, till wantonness and pride 7d5 

Raise out of friendship hostile deeds in peace. 
The conciuer'd also, and enslaved by war, 
Shall, with their freedom lost, all virtue lose, 
And fear of God, from whom tJieir pieiy feign'd, 
!n sharp contest of battle found no aid 800 

Against invaders ; therefore coold in zeal, 
Thenceforth shall practice how to lire secure, 
Worldly or dissolute, on what their Uirds 
Shall leave them to enjoy ; for th' earth shall bear 
More than enough, that ternpVance may be tried : 
So all shall turn degenerate, all deprav'd ; 806 

Justice and tempVance, truth and faith foi^ot-, 
One man except, the only son of light 
In a dark age, against example go^. 
Against allurement, custom, and a world 810 

Offended ; fearless of reproach and scorn, 
Or violence, he of their wicked ways 
COotU them admonish, and before them sot 
The paths of righteousness, how much more safe, 
And full of peat^ deiMNjncine wrath to come .815 
On their impenitence ; and shall return 
Of them derided^ but of God obs^rv'd 
The one just man alive ; by his command 
Shall build a wondrous ark, as thou heheldVu 
To save himself and household from amidst 820 

A world devote to universal wrack* 



No sooner h«, with 'th6m' of nrAii- and beast' ' ,' 

Select for life, shall in the ark be Iridg'd, 

And shelter*d rouna, but all the cataracts 

Of heaven, set open on the earth, shell pouf' ' 616 

Rain, day and night ; all fountains of the deep 

Brokh up, shall heave the ocean to usurp' ' . 

Beyond all bounds, till inundation rise 

Above the highest hills ; then shall this mount 

Of Pe.radise by might of waves be mov'd 8$0 

Out of his place, push'd by the homed flood. 

With all his venture spoil'd, and trees adrift, 

Down the great nver to the opening g jlf, 

And tlicre take root, an island salt and bare, 

The haunt of seals, and ores, and sea-mews* clangj 

To teach thee that God attributes to place ^$ 

No sanctity, if none be thither brought 

By men who there fi^quent, or therein dwelL 

And now what further shall ensue, behold.* 

I 

He look'd, and saw the ark hull on the flood, 640 
Which now abated ; for the clouds were fled, 
Driven by a keen north wind, that blowing dry ' 
Wrinkled the face of deluge, as decayed j 
\nd the clear sun on his wide wat'ry ^loss 
Gaz'd hot. and of the fresh wave largely drew, 846 
As after thFrst, which made their flowing shrink 
FVom standing lake to tripping ebb, that stole 
With soft foot tow'rds the deep, who now had stoppM 
His sluices, as the heaven his windows shut, o4ll 
The ark no more now floats, but seems on ground^ . 
Fast on the top of some high mountain fix^c^ 
And now the top of hills as rQcks appear^ 
With clamour ^nenre the rapid currents drive 
Tow'rds the retreating sea their furious tide, . 
Forthwith from out the ark a raven flies^ r.^^ 

And after him, the surer messenger, 
A dove, sent forth once and again to spy* 
Qreen tree or ground whereon his foot may light { 
The second time returning, in his bill 
An olive-leaf he brings, pacific sign : Q60 

Anon dry ground appears^ and fi^m his ark 
The ancient sire descends with all his train ; 
Then with uplifted hands and eyes devout, 
Grateful to heaven, over his head beholds 
A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow, 866 

3a» 



\ 
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Contpieiioai with three listed coloun gay» 
BetoKenine peace from God, aud coT*nant new. 
Whereat Uie heart of Adam, erst so sad, 
Ckeatly rejoic'd, and thus his joy broke forth : 

** O thou who future things canst represent 87C 
As present, heavenly instructor I revive, 
At this last sight, assur'd that man shall live 
With ail the cxeatures, ami their seed preserve. 
Far less I now Lament for one whole world 
Of wicked sons destroy^, than I rejoice 875 

For one man found so perfect and so just. 
That God vouchsafes to raise another world 
From him, and all his anger to forgeL 
But say, what mean those coloured streaks in heaven. 
Distended as the brow of God appeasM, 880 

Or serve they as a flowery verge to bind 
The fluid skirts of that same watVv cloud, 
Licst it again dissolve and show^ tne earth ?** 

To whom th* archangel : " Dexterously thou aim*st ; 
So willingly doth God remit his ire, 885 

Though &te repenting him of man depravM, 
Grieved at his heart, when looking down he saw 
The whole earth fili*d with violence, and all Hesh 
Corrupting each their way j yet those remov'd. 
Such e^race shall one just man find in his sight, 82)0 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind, 
And makes a covenant never to destroy 
The earth again by flood, nor let the sea 
Surpass his bounds, nor rain to drown the world 
With mfin therein or beast ; but when he bruigs 
Over the 6arth a cloud, will therein set 89€ 

His triple-colour'd bow, whereon to look, 
And call to mind his covenant: day and night. 
Seed-time and harvest, heat and hoary frost, 899 
ShaU hold their course, till fire purge all things new. 
Both heaven and earth, wherein the just shall dwelL < 
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BOOK XII. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

7V angel Michael continues from the flood to rtlal/t 
what shall succeed,; Uten^ in the mention qf^rahamr, 
comet by degrees to explain who that seed of thi 
woman shall be which toas promised •^dam and Bft 
i$i the fail. His incarnatum^ death, resurrecticnf 
and ascension ; the state of th. church tiU his second 
coming, ^idam, greatly satisji^d and recemforted b§ 
these relations and promises, iuscends the hUl wiik 
Michael; wakens Eve, who aU this while h(ul tlept. 
but with gentle dreams composed to quietness cfmind 
and submission, Michail in either hand leads them 
out of Paradise, the fiery sword waving behind them^ 
and the Cherubim talcing their stations to guard the 
plaee. 



As one who in his journey baits at noon, 

Tho* bent on speed ; so here the archangel pausM , 

Betwixt the world destroy'd and world restored. 

If Adam ou^ht perhaps might interpose;. 

Then with transition sweet new speech resumeik (r 

' Thus thou hast seen one world begin and end ; ; 
And man as from a second stock proceed. 

Much thou hast yet to see, but I perceive j 

Thy mortal si^ ht to fail ; objects divine , 

Must needs impair and weary human sense. 19 

Henceforth what is to come I will relate, , 
Thou therefore give due audience,, and attond. 
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" I'his second source of men, while yet but few 
And while the dread of judgment past remains 
Fresh m their minds, fearing Uie Deity, li 

With some regard to what is just and right, 
Shall lead their lives, and multiply apabe, 
Lab'nn^ the toil nn^ reapiiig pienteoijs crop. 
Com, wine, and oil ; anil, froin the herd or nock, 
Oft sacrificing bullock, lamb, or kid, 20* 

With laree wine-ofrerrng:s pour*d, and sacred feast. 
Shall speiid their daV&in joy utiblam'd, and dwell 
Long time in peace, by families and tribes, 
Under paternal rule : till one shall rise 
Of proud ambitious heart, who, not content %5 

With fair equality, fraternttl state, 
Will arrog:ate dominion undeserv'd 
Over his brethren, and quite dispo^ess 
Concord and li^w of nature from the earth, 
Hunting (and men, not beasts, shall be his game) 30 
With war and hostile snare sucii as refuse 
Subjection to his empire tyrannous : 
'A nitghty hunter thence he shall be styl*d 
Before the Lord, as in despite of heaven, 
•Or from heaven claiming second sovereignty 3tr 

And from rel)ellion shall derive his name, 
Though of rebellion others he accuse. 
He with a crew, w'iom like ambition joins 
With him or under him to tyrannize. 
Marching from Eden towards the west, shall find 40 
The plain, wherein a black bituminous guree. 
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of neh : 
Of brick, and of that Staff tliey cast to build 
A city and tower, whose top may reach to heaven i 
And get themselves a name, lest, far dispers'd 15 
In foreign lands, their memory be lost, 
Reganxiress whether g(K)d or evil fame.^ 
But God, who ofl descends to visit men • 
Unseen, and through thenr habitations walks 
To mark their doings, them beholding soon, 60 

O^eb down to see their city, ere the tower 
Ibstruct heaven-to\vers, an^ in derision sett 
Upon their toAgues a various spirit, to raze 
Q,uite out their native language, and instead 
'*f o sow a janj^i'ng noise of words unknoin-n. 55 

Forthwith a bu'eous gabble rises loud 
An)ong the builders ; efteh to other colls 
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Not undcrafood/lilt hoarse, and all in rage. 
As mock d, they storm : great laughter was in heaven, 
A.nd looking down, to see thei hubbub strange 6(1 
And hear the din ; tlius was the building left 
Kidiculous, and the work Confusion nam'd," 

Whereto thus Adam fatherly displeasM : 
** O execrable son^ so to aspire 
Above his brethren, to himself assuming (!5 

Authonty usurp*d, from God not given : 
He gave us oniy over beast, fish, fowl, 
Dominion absolute ; that right we hold 
By his donation ; but man over men 
Eie made not lord : such title to himself 7t) 

Reserving, human left from human free. 
But this usurper his encroachment proud 
Stays not on man ; to God his tower intends 
Siese and defiance. Wretched man ! what food 
Wul he convey up thither to sustain 7h 

Himself and his rash army, where thin air 
Above the clouds will pine his entrails gross, 
And fiiralsli him of breath, if not of bread ?" 

To whom thus Michael : " Justly thou abhorr'st* 
That son, who on the quiet state or men 80 

8ucli trouble brought, affecting to subdue 
Rational liberty ; yet know withal, 
Since thy original lapse, true lil>erty 
Is lost, which always with right reason dwells 
Twin*d, and from her hath no dividual being. S5 
Reason in man obscured, or not obey'd, 
Immediately inordinate desires 
And upstart passions catch the government 
From reason, and to servitude r^uce 
Man till then fi^ee. Therefore since he permiu 9U 
Within himself unworthy powers to reign 
Over free reason, God in judgment just 
Subjects him from without to violent lords ; 
Who oft as undeservedly inthral 
His outward freedom : tyranny must be, 9S 

Though to the tyrant thereby no excuse. 
Yet sometimes nations will decline so low 
From virtue, which is reason, that no wrong, 
But justice, and some fatal curse annex'd, 
Deprives them of their outward liberty, ^^ 



262 . ^ -PARApmB Losii. . f ^Mi > a 

Their inward *09t. Witnem th* iiwwt^m mm •' 
Of him who batlt the afk, wh<^ for the shame 
Pone to his father iieard his heavy eatse,- 
Scrvant of servants,* on' his vicious'race. 
Thus will this latter, a« the fbmier world, tOd 

Still tend from bad to worse, till God at last. 
Wearied with their i^qniti^s, wtthdiaw 
Mis presence Trom amon;; them, aod avert 
Bis noiy eyes ; r^isolving from thenceforth 
To ieavp triem to their own polluted ways ; 1 lU 

And one peculiar nation to select' ' 
From all the rest, of whom to be invok'd, 
A nation from one faithful man to spring: 
Him on this side Euphrates yet residing, 
Bred up in idol- worship. O that men 1 IS 

(Canst thou believe?) should bo so stupid erown, 
While yet the patriarch livM, mtIio scap'd the flood, 
As to forsake ine living God, and fall 
To worship their own work in wood and stone 
For gods! Yei him God the Most Bigh vouchsafelt 
To call by vision from J;iis fiither*s house, 131 

Bis kindred and false ^is, into a land 
Which he will show him, and from him will raise 
A mighty nation, and uf)on him shower 
His bencJiction so, that in his seed 126 

All nations shall be blessed ; he straight obeys, 
Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes. 
I sec him, but thou canst not, with what faith 
He leaves his^ods, his friends, and native soil. 
Urof Chaldoa^ passing now the ford iSP 

To Haran, after him a cumbrous tram 
Of herds, and flocks, and numerous servitudes 
Not wand'ring poor, but trusting all his wealth 
With God, who calPd him, in a land uiiknowiir 
Canaan he now attains; I see his tents 135 

Pitch*d about Sliechem, and the neighbVing plain 
Of Moreh ; there by ptoini&e he 'receives 
Gift to his progeny of ail that *aiid, 
Fn)m Hamain ^ortbward to tne desert souths 136 
(Thin^ by their names 1 call, though yet unnamed) ' 
From tlermon east to the great western sea ;_ 
Mount Hermon, yonder sea, each place behold 
In pros}>ect, as 1 point them ; on tnc shore 
Moun Carmel ; nere the dou le*fountod stream 
ilordan, true iimit eastward; but hie 'Sons 146 



5Iiall dwell to Seir, that long rid^ of luubk 

This ponder, that all nations of tho earth 

Shall in his seed be blessed { by that seed 

U meant the great Deliverer, who shall bruise 

The serpent's head ; whereof to thee anon l£>' 

Piainlier shall be revealM. This patriarch bless*d, 

Whom faithful Abraham due time shall call 

A. son, and of his son a grandchild leaves, 

Like him in faith, in wisdom, and re)U>wn ; 

Tho grandchild with twelve soais iflcreasM departs 

Prom Canaan, to a land hereafter call'd 1 5$ 

Elgypt, divided by tho river Nile ; 

See where it flows, disgurgiKg a: seven, moutlis 

Into the sea : to sojoui'n in tl^t land, 

Be comes invited by a younger son .-60 

In time of dearth ; a son whosq worthy deeds « 

Raise him to be the second in that realm 

Of Pharaoh : there he dies, and leaves his race 

Growing into a nation ; and now grown, 

Suspected to a sequent king, who seeks 166 

To stop their overgrowth, as inmate quests 

Too numerous ; wlience of guests he ^akes them 

slaves • 

[nhospitably, and kills thchr infant male^ : 
Till by two brethren (those two brethren call 
Moses and Aaron) sent from God to claim 170 

His people from inthralment, they return , 

With glory and spoil back to their promised i:\nd. 
But first the lawless tyrant,, who denies 
To know their God, or message to regard. 
Must be compeird by signs and judgments dire ; i7h 
To blood unsned the rivers must be turn'd ; 
Frogs, lice, and ffies, musuall his palace fill 
With loathed intrusion, and fill all t}ie land , 
Elis cjittle must of rot and murrain die ; 
Botches and blains must all his fiesh embo^, ]84i 
And all his people ; liiunder mix'd with hail. 
Bail mijc*d with fire, must rend th* Egyptian sky, 
And wheel on th' earth, devouring where it rolls ; 
What it devours not, herb, or fruit, or grain, 
A darksome cloud of locusts swarming down 185 
Must eat, and on the ground leave nouiing green ; 
Darkness must overshadow all his bounds, " 
Palpable darkness, and blot out three days ; 
Last with one mid night stroke all tlie.j&rsv bora 
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Of E^^ypt must lie dead. Thus with tei^ vounds 

The rivcr-drajgron tamM at ieii^h submits 191 

To let his sojourners depart, and otl 

Humbles his stubborn heart, but still as ice 

More hardened after thaw, till in his rage 

Pursuing whom he late dismissed, the sea 196 

Swallows him with his host, but them lets pass 

As on dry land between two crystal walls, * 

Awed by the rod of Moses so to stand 

Divided, till his rescued gain their shore. 

Sucli wondrous power God to his saint will lend. 

Though present in his angel, who shall go 801 

Before them in a cloud, and pillar of fire, 

By day a cloud, by nf^ht a pillar of (ire. 

To ^idtf them in their journey, and remove 

Behmd them, while th* obdurate king pursues. 806 

All night he will pursue, but his approach 

Darkness defends between till morning watch ; 

Then through the fiery pillar and the cloud 

Ghnl, looking forth, will trouble all his host, 

And craze their chariot-wheels : when by command, 

Moses once more his potent rod extends 811 

Over the sea ; the sea his rod obeys j 

On their embattled ranks the waves return, 

And overwhelm their war: the race elect. 

Safe towards Canaan, from the shore advance 81.*^ 

Through the wild desert, not the readiest way. 

Lest entVing on the Canaanite alarm'd 

War terrify'd them inexpert, and fear 

Return them back to G^ypt, choosing rather 

Inglorious life with servitude ; for life 880 

To noble and ignoble is more sweet 

Untrain'd in arms, where rashness leads not on. 

This also shall they gain by their delay 

In the wide wilderness, there they shall found 

Their government, and their great senate choose 885 

Through the twelve tribes, to rule by laws ordain*d 

God from the mount of Sinai, whose gray top 

Shall tremble, he descending, will himself ^ 

(n thunder, lightning, and loud trumiiets sound. 

Ordain them laws ; part such as appertain 830 

To civiljustiee, part religious rites 

Of sacrifice, informing them, by types 

And shadows, of that destined Seed to bruise 

The serpent, by what means he shall achieve 
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Mankind's daliveranee. Bui the Yoiee of CM . i3S 

To mortal ear is dreadful ; they beseech 

Tliat Moses might report to them his will,"^ 

And terror cease ; he grants what bluty besou^t^ 

Instructed that to God is no access 

Without mediator, whose high office now %4tl 

Moses in figure bears, to introduce 

One greater, of whose day he shall foretell^ 

A.nd all the prophets in their age, the times 

Of great Messiah shall sing. Thus laws and rites 

Established, such delight hath God in raen,. a4F 

Obedient to his will, that he vouchsi^u 

(\mon^ them to set up his tabernacle, 

The Holy One with mortal men to dw U t 

By his prescript a sanctuary is framed 

Ofcedar^ overlaid with gold, therein ■ t59: 

A.n ark, and in the ark his testimony^ 

The records of his covenant, over these 

A mercy-seat of gold between thwB wings 

Of two bright cherubim ; before him bum 

Seven lamps, as in a zodiac representing 855' 

The heavenly fires ; over the tent a cloud 

Shall rest by day, a fiery gleam by night, 

8ave when they journey^ and at length tliefoome^ - 

Conducted by his Ungel, to the land- i 

PromisM to Abraham and his seecf» The rest . 2^ 

Were long to tell, how many baUles fought* 

How many kings destroyed and kingdoms won, 

Or how the sun shall in mid-heaven nand still 

A day entire, and night's due course adjourn, 

Man's voice commanding, * Sun in Gibeon stand, fiS5r 

And thou moon in the ^e ofAjalori, 

Till Israel overcome ;' so call the third 

Prom Abraham, son of Isaac^ and from him 

I lis whole descent, who thus shall Canaan win.** 

Here Adam interporfd.: **0 se»t from heat^n, 990 
Bnlight'nerof mvckirkness'f gracious things 
Thou hast revealed, those chieily which coneern 
Just Abraham and his seed : now first i find 
Mine eyes true opening and my heart much eas>iL 
Brcwhile perplexed with thoughts what would become 
Of me and all niankind-; but now I ^f,*^ 87|| : 

His day, in whom all nations shall be blesi^ 
Favour unmerited by me,.whp aqucht 

33 
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Forbidden knowledge by forbuiden means. 

Vet this I apprehend not, why to those 281^ 

Among whom Gkid will deign to dwell on eartli, 

So many and so various lavrs are gt^fea ; 

So many taws argnc so many sins 

Ikmong them ; how can God with such reside 7" 884 

To whom thus Michael : '* Doubt not but that sir. 
Will reign among them as of thee begot ; 
And^ therefore^ was law given them to evincf 
Their natural pravity; by stirrine up 
Sin against law to fight ; that when they see 
Law can discover sin, but/ not remove, 890 

Save by those shadowy expiations weak, 
The blood of bulls and goats, they may conclude 
Soaie blood more ptrocious must be peJd for man. 
Just for unjust, Jthat in such righteousness, 
To them by faith imputed, they may find 295 

Justification towards God, and peace 
Of conscience* which the law by ceremonies 
Gafmot appease, nor man the moral part 
Perform, and, not f)erforming, cannot live. 
So law appears imperfect, and but given 30O 

W^vfmrpose to resign them in full time 
Up to a better covenant, diseipiin'd 
FVdm shadowy types to truth, from fiesh to spirit, - 
From imposition of strict laws to free 
Acceptance of laree grace, from servile fear 3^5 

To filial, w6rk8 oflaw to 'works of faith. 
And therefore shall not Moses, though of Gkid 
Htehly' belov'd, being but the minister 
Oflaw, his people into Canaan lead ; 
But Joshua, whom the Gentiles Jesus call, 310 

His name and office bearing, who shaU quell 
The hdversary serpent, and bring back, 
Through the worla^s wilderness, long wanderM nian 
Safe to eternal Paradise of rest. 
Meanwhile they, in their earthly Canaan plac'd, 3J5 
Lon^ time shall dwell and prosper | but when sins 
National interrupt their puDlic pea^* 
PrG^roking God to raise tnem enemies ; 
Prom whom as oft he saves them penitent, 
Bv judges first, then under kings ; of whom 38f 
1 he second, both for piety renown'd. 
And puissant deeds, a pronuse shall reoehns 



Bo0kXIL] PARADISE LOST. 267 

firerocable, that his regal throne 

Por ever shall eRjure; the like shall sing 

All prophecy, that of the royal stock 335 

Of David (so I name this king) shall rise 

A Son, the woman's seed to thee foretold, 

Foretold to Abraham^s in whom shall trust 

All nations, and to kings foretold, of kings 

The last, for of his reign shall be no end. 330 

But first a long succession must ensue. 

And bis next son, for wealth and wisdom famM, 

The clouded ark of God, till then in tents 

WandVing, shall in a glorious temple inshrine. 

Such follow him as shall be register'd 335 

Part good, part bad ; of bad the longer scroll, 

Whose foul idolatries, and other faults, 

HeapM to the popular sum, will so incense 

God, as to leave them, and expose their land 

Their city, his temple, and his holy ark, 34U 

With all his sacrecl things, a scorn and prey 

To that proud city, whose high wails thou saw'st 

Left in confusion, Babylon thence call'd. 

There in captivity he lets them dwell 

The space of seventy years, then brings them back, 

RemembVinsf mercy, and his covenant feworn 346 

To David, stablish'd asihe days of heaven. 

Returned from Babylon, by leave of kings. 

Their lords, Vhom God disposed, the house of God 

They first ro-edify, and for a while 350 

In mean estate live modoraCe, till grown 

In wealth and multitude, fiictious they grow ; 

But first among the priests dissention sprinA 

Men who attend the altar, and should most 

Endeavour peace : their strife pollution brings 355 

Upon the temple itself; at laet they seize 

The sceptre, and regard not David's sons. 

Then lose it to a strauj^er, that the true 

Anointed kin^ Messiah might be bom 

Barr'd of his ri^ht : yet at his birth a star, 360 

Unseen before m heaven, proclaims him come 

And ffuide* the eastern sages, who inquire 

H*s. place, to oflTer incense, myrrh, and gold. 

His place of birin a solemn angel tells 

To simple shepherds, keeping watch by night . Mib 

They gladly thither haste, and by a choir ' 

Of squadroned angels hear his carol sung 



* A Virg^in is his mother, but his sire <' ' 
The power of Ui? Moat Uish ; he shall asoemi 
The throne licreditary,, ana bound his* reign ■ 370 
With earth's wide bounds, his glory with tii« 
heayeud.' " 

I 

He ceas*d, discerning Adanfi with such jjoy 
Surcharged as had, like grief, been dew'd in tears, 
Without the vent of words wliich these he breatli'd • 

" prophet of glad tidings, finisher 37 S 

Of utmast hope ! now clear I understand 
What oft my steadiest thoughts have searched in vain , 
Why our great expectation should l>c call d 
The Seed of Woman. Virgin Mother, hail ! 
High in the love of Heaven, yet from my loins 380 
Thrm shalt proceed, and from thy womb the Son 
Of God Most High ; so God with man unites : 
Needs must the serpp,nt now his capital bruise 
Expect with mortal pain r say where and when 384 
Their fight, what stroke shall hruise the victor's heel ?*• 

To whom thus Michael : ^ Dream not of their fight 
As Qf a iduel, or the local woumls 
Of head or heel : not tlterefore joins the Son 
Manhood to Godhead, with iliore strength to foil 
Thy enemy ; Nor so is overcome 390 

Satan, whose fall from heaven, a deadlier bruise, 
I>i8abled not to give thee thy death's wc»and : 
Which he, who comeS thy Saviour, shall recure, 
Not by destroying Satan, but his works- 
In thee and in thy seed. Nor can this be, SBb 

But by fulfilling that which thou didst want,- 
Obedience to the law of God, impos'd 
On penalty of death, and suffering death. 
The penalty to thy transgression due, 
And due to theirs which out of thine will grow : 400 
So only can high justice rest appaid. 
The law of Godexaet he shall fulfil 
Both by ol)edience and by love, though love 
Alone fulfil the law ; tliy punishment 
He shall endure by coromg in the flesh 40li 

To a reproachful hfe and cursed death, 
Proclaiming life to all who shall believe 
In his redemption, and that his obedience 
Imputed becomes tkeira by faith, bis meritu 
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To save tbeni, not their own, though legal worki. 
Por this l»f shaii live hated, be blasphemed, 411 

Seiz'd on by f<»rce, judg*d, and to death condemned ■ 
A shamefa' and accurs'd^ naii'd to the cross 
By his own nation, slain for bringing life |. 
But to the erctts he nails thy enemies, Al$ 

Thi* law that is against thee, and the sins 
Of all mankind, with him there crucified, 
Never to hurt them more who rightly trust 
In this Ftis satisfaction ; so he dies, 
But soon revive* ; death over him no power 480 
Shall Ions usurp ; ere the third dawnmg light . ' 
Return, the stars of morn shall see him rise 
Out of his grave, fresh as the dawning lighti 
Thy ransom paid, which man from death redeems, - 
His death for man, as many as oflfer'd life 4d6> 

Neglect not, and the benefit embrace 
By faith not void of works. This rodlike act 
Annuls thy doom, the death, thou shouldst have died, 
In sin for ever lost fW)m life ; this act 4Sd 

Shall bruise the head of Satan, crush his strength, 
Defeatftig Sin and Death, his two main arms, 
And fix f&T deeper it) his head their stings 
Than temporal death shall bruise the victor*! heel, 
Or theirs whom he redeems, a death-like sleep, 
A gentle wafting to immortal life. 436 

Nor after resuiTection shall he stay 
Lon£;:er on earth than certain times t' appear 
To his disciples, men who in his life 
Still followed him ; to thetn shall leave in eharge 
To teach all nations what of him they leam'd 440 
And his salvation, them who shall believe 
Baptizing in the profluent strtam, the sign 
Of waslim^ them from guilt of sin to life 
Puie, and m mind prepared, if so befall. 
For death, like that which the Redeemer died. 44ft 
All nations they shall teach ; for froih that day 
Not only to the sons of Abrahain*8 loint^ 
Salvation shall be preached, but to the sons 
Of Abraham's faitn whei^ver through the world; 
S6 in his seed all nations shall be bless'd. 450 

Then to the heaven of heavens shall he ascend 
With victory, triumphing through the uir 
Over his foes and thine ; there shall surprise 
The serpent, prince of air, and drag in chains 

53* 
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Throogth all his rattan; unci there coaftyunded leave : 
Then enter into glory, and resume 459 

Hie seat at GKtd's right hand, exaited high 
Above all names in heaven ; and thence shall com^ 
When this world's dissolution shall be ripe, 
With glory and power to judge both quick antf 
dead,: 4fi0 

To judge th' tin&ithful dead, but to reward 
His faithful, and receive them into bliss, 
Whether in heaven or earth, for then the earth 
8MJ all be Paradise, far happier place 
Than tl^s of Eden, and far happier days.** 46S 

So spake the archangel Michael, then (MLUS*i, 
As at the world^s great period ; and our sire, 
Replete with joy and wonder, thus replied : 

** O goedness infinite f goodnesff immense ! 
That all this good of evil shall pi^uce, 470 

And evil turn to good ; more wonderful 
Than that wbichl>y creation first brought forth 
Light out of <larkness 1 Full of doubt I stand,* 
Whether 1 should repent me now of sin 
By me dnnre and occasioned, or rejoice 47ff 

Much more; thax; mocli tyiore good thereof shall springy 
To God more glory, mors good* will to men 
From Qod, and over wrath grace sliall aboiind. 
But say, if our Deliverer up to heaven 
Must re-ascehd, what will betide the few 48P 

His faithful, Wl amonf th' unfaithful heid, 
HUt enemies cif truth f who then shall euide 
His people, who defend 7 wi^ they not deal 
Worse with his followers than wiui him tliey dealt P' 

** Be sure they will,'' said th* angel i ** but from 
h^BVAn 48S 

He to bis own a Comforter will send, . 
The promise of the Father, who shajl owell 
His Spirit within them, and the law of faith, 
Workmg,«.throu|^ love, upon their hearts shall write, 
To euide them in all truth, and also arm 400 

Wiu spiritual armour, able to resist 
Satan's assaults, and quencli his fiery dartw ; 
What man can do against tljem, not afraid. 
Though to thd deatl^ against such cruelties 
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With inward consolations recompens'd, 494 

And of^ supported so as shall amaze 

Their proudest persecutors: for the Spirit 

Pour'd first on his AjMstles, whom he sends 

T* evani^lize the nations, then on all 

fiaptizM, tthtilt them mHth wondrous gifts endue TOh 

To speak all tongues, and do all miracles, 

As did theit^Lord before them. Thus they win 

Great numbers of each nation to receire 

With jo^ the tiding brought from heaven : at lengtk 

Theip ministry {)erfonn'd, and race well run, 505 

Their doctrine and their story written left. 

They die ; but in their room, as they forewarn. 

Wolves shall succeed for teachers, grievous wolves. 

Who all the sacred mysteries of heaven 

To their own vile advantages shall turn 510 

Of lucre and Umbition, and the truth 

With superstitions artd traditions taint. 

Left only in tliose written records pure, 

Though not but by the Spirit understood. 

Then shall they seek to avail themselves of names, 

Places, and titles, and with these to join 610 

Secular pow^ though feigning still to a6t 

By spiritual, 16 themsclveis appropriating 

Tne Spirit of God, promised alike -and given 

To all believers ; and from that pretence, 590 

Spiritual laws by carnal power shall force 

On every conscience ; laws which none shall find 

Left them enroli'd, or what the Spirit within 

Shall on the heart enerave. What will they then 

But fbroe the Spirit o? mce itself, and bind 5%t 

His consort Liberty ? What, but unbuild 

His living -temples, built by fkith to stand, 

Their own fkith not another's ? for on earth 

Who affdinst fkith and conscience can be heard 

Infallible 7 Yet many will presume : . 530 

Whence heavy persecution shall arise 

On all who in the woivhip persevere 

Of spirit and truth ; the rest far greater part, 

Will deem in outward rites nhd specious fbrnts 

ReKgion satisfied'; truth shall retire SA 

Bestruck with aland'rous darts, and works of Ihith 

Rarely be found : so shall the world go on, 

To eond mali^ant, to bad men b^ign, 

Cmur her own weight groaning, till the day 
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Appear of reparariott to the jnst 54D 

And vengeance to the wiefced, a^retnni 
Of bins so lately proint8*d lo thy aid. 
The Woman's Seed, obncniely then ibrelold. 
Now amplier kaowo thy Saviour and thy Lord; 
Lust in toe cknius from heaven to be revMl'O 54$ 
In g:iory of the Father, to dissolTe 
Saum-witl) his perverted world, then nam 
Prom the conflagrant mass, purg'd and rcfin'd, 
New heavens, new earth, ages of endless date, 
Founded in righteousness, and peace, and love, &50 
To bfing forth fruits, joy and eternal bUaa.'* 

He ended ; and thus Adam last replied ; 
* How soon hath thy piediction, seer bless*d ! 
MeasurM this transient, world, the race of time. 
Till time stand fix'd ? beyond is all abyss^ 5S5 

Eternity, whose end no eye can reach. 
Greatly instructed I shall hence depart, 
Greatly in peace of thought, and have mj fill 
If knowledge, what this veasfil can contain 
Beyond which w^ my folly to aspire. 5M 

Henceforth 1 learn, iHat to obey is best. 
And love with fear the only God, U> walk 
As in his presenpe, ever to observe 
His providence, and on him sole depend. 
Merciful over aJl his works, with fi;ood S6S 

Still overcoming evil, and by small 
Accomplishing great things, by things deemed weak 
Subverting worldly strong, and worldly wise 
By simply meek : that sunering for truth's sake 
Is fortitude to highest victory, 570 

And, to the faithfial, death the gate of life ; 
Taught this by his example, whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bletta'd.** 

To whom thus also th' angel last replied 
" This having learn'd, tAou liast.attain'd the sum Hi 
Of wisdoin ; hope no higher, though all the sicn ' 
Thou knew'st by name, and all th' ethereal powers, 
All secrets of the deep, all Nature's works^ * 
Or works of God in heaven, air, earth, or see 
And all the richer of this world enjoy'dst, 580 

And all the rule, one empire ; only afkt 
Deeds to thy knowledge aiiswerable add ieitU 
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Add virtve, patieuce, tempennce, add lovi^ • 

By name to come cali'd charity, (he 8011I 

Of all th6 rest : then wilt thou not be loath 685 

To leave this Paradise, but shalt possess 

A Paradise within thee, happier tieur. 

Let us descend now, therefore, from this top 

Of speculai^on ; for the hour piecise 

Exacts our parting hence ; and see tho guards, 69€ 

By me encamp'd on yonder hill, exjieut 

Their motion, at whose front a flaming sword, 

(n signal of remove, waves fiercely round : 

We may nolonger stay. Go, waken Eve ; 

Her also f with gentle dreams have calm*d, 5dfi 

Portending good, and all her spirits compos'd 

To meek submission : thou at season fit 

Let her with thee partake what thou hast heard. 

Chiefly what may concern her faith to know, 

The fi^eai deliv^r8^1ce by her seed to come, 606 

(For by the Woman^s Seed) on all mankind ; 

That ye may live, which may be many days. 

Both in one faith unfinimous though sad, 

With cause, for evils past, yet much more cheer'd 

Witn meditation on the happy end.*' 60^ 

He ended, and they both descend the hill ; 
Descended, Adam to the bower where Eve 
Lay sleeping ran beiore, but found her wak*a : . 
And thus with words not sad she him reCciv'd : 

** Whence thou return's!, an4, whither went'st 1 
know ; 610 

For God is also in sleep, and dreams advise 
Which he hath sent propitious, some great good 
Presaging, since with sorrow and heart's distress 
Wearied [ fell asleep : but now lead on ; 
[n me is no delay ; with thee to go 615 

[s to stay here ; without tiieii ntre to stay, 
[s to go nonce unwilling , ihc«« to me 
Art all things under heaven, all places thoa, 
Who for my wilful crime art bnnish'd hence. 
This further consolation yet secure (H 690 

I carr^ hence ; though all by me is lost. 
Such favour I unworthy am vouchsaf 'ci, 
By me the promised Seed shall ail restore.** 
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So spalce our mother Eve, and Adam heara. 
Well pleas'd butanswer'd not ; for now too nigh 695 
Tfa' archangel stood, and frotn tke other hill 
To their fiz'd station, all in bright array, 
The cherubim descended ; on the ground 
Gliding meteorous, as evening mist 
Risen from a rirer o'er the marish glides, 630 

And gathers ground fhst at the lab'rer's heel 
Homeward returning. High in front advanced 
The brandish'd swora of God before them bkiz'd 
Fierce as a comet ; which with torrid heat, 
And vapour as the Lib3ran air adust, 6S5 

Began to parch that temp'rate clime ; whereat 
In cither hand the hastening angel caught 
Our lingering parents, and to th' eastern gate 
^ed thein direct, and down the cliff as fast 
To the subjected plain ; then disappeared. 640 

They, looking back, all th' eastern side beheld 
Of Paradise, so late their happy seat, 
Wav'd over by that flaming brand, the gate ^ 
With dreadful faces thronged and fiery arms: 
Some natural tears they dropped, but wip'd there 
soon. C4a 

The world was all before thciii, where to choose 
Their place of rest, and Providance their fuide. 
They, hand in hand. wv> w inditing step^and slow 
Through Eden took their solitary way. 
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Mfc* '^ThM nam nr td letUra refer lo thi Book, thefigmn 

to the Line. 

AARON and Moses, their mission to Egypt, xil 170. 

Abdiel, a seraph, his opposition to Satan, respecting 
the revolt or the angels, v. 803, his fidelity, v. 80^ 
abandons the party of Satan, vi. 1. soliloquy bn 
Tiewin^ him at their head, vi. 114, his conquest of 
Ariel, Arioch, and Ramiel, vi. 369 

Abel and Cain, their story, xi. 429. * 

Abraham, and the Patriarchs, story of, xii. 113. 

Adam and Eve, general description of them, iv« 288| 
more minutely desci-ibed, iv. 295, their state of in- 
nocence, iv. 312, 492, 738, v. 211, 303, viii. 5jQ^ 
entertainment of the an^cl Raphael, v. 3I3f 39 1, 
their nuptial bed described, iv. 708, their behaviour 
after the fall, and on finding themselves naked, 
iz. 1004, 1051, a^ttempt to avoid Qod, x. 97, appear 
before him, x. 109, their expulsion from Paradise^ 

Adam, his discourse with Eve on the prohibitioif ol 
the tree of knowledge, iv. 411, on viewing her 
sleeping, v. 8, his answer to her dream relative to 
Satan*s first temptation, v. 94, his discourse in ths 

' bdwer with Raphael, v. 460, his creation and domi- 
nion, ix. 524, his first view of the Divine Presenoa, 
&c viii. 311, his speech to God on his solitude 
in Paradise, vtiL 357, his passion for Eve, viii. 5il, 
dis'ourses with Iter on Satan's subtilty, i'x. -frbm 

' 905 to 384y soliloquy on her transgression, ix. 8$6i| 
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molTei to die with her, iz. 907, eats the Ibrbidclea 
fruit, IX. 996, aoliciu her to submit to aexual pleap 
tores, and their conseq nonces, tx. 108 1 , TOI 6, speech 
to her on their fall, &c. ix. 1067, the sentence on 
him, z. 197, reflects on die immortality of the smU, 
fcc z. 782, his reaoluQoh' against the advice of Eve 
to oommit suicide, x, 1028, behaviour on receiTing 
Che message for their expulsion, xi. 263» 

4dramelech and Asmalia, fallen angels, their defeat 
ri. 365. 

Amaranth, a1Mv«rK|ra(iispl^le4. Iff ll^Ven, iiL S52L 

Ambition censured, ii. 482. 

Aneels obey Gud from choice,, t. 585, engagement of 
the celestial party against Satan, vi 202, 6^, their 
•OQg OB the-cireatSoa,. piu IdO^ 2d2,i ftS^i 602^ Uieir 
re-ascent to heaven on Adam*afall, xi. 1 7, appointed 
to drive Adam fnini Paradise, xL 127, execution ol 
that. office, xii. 626. 

Angels, the fallen, their names, i. 374, pursuits,^ ii 
628, engagement, vL 202, defeat and expulaioa 
from heaven,^ vi. 83 1 , 877) transformed inu^ ^erpenlA, 

. &C X. 519, 547. .. 

Apostles, their mission, &c xii* 432, their. succe890rt 
described, xii. 508. 

Azazeli Satan's standard bearer, i. 534. 

Babel, its building;, aY)d tlie confusion of language 

thence arismi;^ xii. 3S, 48-.^ 
Bailie between ilie ai^^els described, vip 202 to 877. 
Beelzebub described, u. 299, excites an attempt ou tht 

world, ii. 245. . 
Belial, speeches of; iL 119, vi. 620. 
Blasts, originated from tl^e fall of Adam, x, 69Si. 
Bridge from the gates of hell over Chaos to )Ji»w<pr|d, 

x.293. 

Cam and Abel, their story, xi. 429, 

Cham, his story, xiu 101^ 

Chance, explosion of the general idea respecting itgiiL 

909. 
vbaot described, ii. 890, vii. 210, tts limiits f^i)ce the 

fidl of the angels, iL 998, its state before t^^ «veii^ 

v*-677. 
Church, hirelings in it compared with thp devil is 

Paradise, if . 192. . ^ 



dNDGX. 277 

Conjagal love praised, iv. 750, 765, definitioii of it| 

TuL 589, a reciprocal duty, ix. 357. 
Conjugal union, its reasons and obligations, rilL 494, 

ix. 955, 961. 
Conscience, the umpire df God in man, iii. 194, itt 

terrors, iv. 23, x. 842, censure of laws to enforce it, 

xil 515. 
Creation, the universal description of it, iiL 70S, ▼!]• 

881. 
Creatures, in Par&dise described, iv. 340, their dis 

cord a consequence of the fall, x. 707. 

Dagon, a fallen angel, some account of, i. 457. 

Damned, description of the vicissitudes of their tor* 
ments, ii. 596. 

David, why his throne is eternal, xii. 320. 

Day and ni?ht in heaven, description of, tl 4. 

Death and Sin, their post at the gates of hell, before 
the fall, ii. 688, theu- union, x. 249, their meeting 
with Satan on his return to hell, x. 326, their^ arri- 
val at Paradise, x. 585, subsequent conduct in the 
world, X. 610. 

Death, description of, ii. 666, its parentage, ii. 787, 
its birth, ii. 777, its answers to sin, x. 264, 596. 

Death of the body, its causes and variety, xi, 466, to 
493, its terrors more imaginary tlian real, xi. 4(89, 
the gate of life, xii. 571. 

Death, eternal, considerations on, x. 808» 

Deluge, see .ATooA. 

Des^iair, its degrees, Sec iv. 108. 

Devils, why excluded from grace, iiL 129. 

Discord censured, ii. 496, the daughter of Sin, z. 707. 

Dominion, absolute amongst men, unjustifiable, xii. 

Dreams illusory, iv. 799, natural, v. 110, dirine, zu. 
€11. 

Bagle, a bird of prey, one effect of Adam's IhIL jd. 
185. 

Garth, its creation, iii. 715, vii. 231, its separation 

from the waters described, vii. 276, spelulauons oa 

its motions, or that of the heavens^ censured, vi& 

70, a universal paradise at the coming of the Me» 

siah, xii. 463. 

Gden, tee Paradise* 

84 
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^fjpifPlsigWB off xii. 173. 

Election asserted, Hi. 183. 

Blcments, iheir dependence upon, each other, xu 41 &. 

Biioch, his story, translation, &c xi. 664, 700. 

Eye,-8eie •Adam and Eve. 

Eve. particularly described, &c. iv. 712, v. 379, Yiii. i% 
470, 482, 596, ix. 386, 431, 457, 489, 538, 603, 896, 
iter fivniaiion from Adam, viii. 460, her behaviour 
on seeing him, viii. 500, discourses with Satan, ix. 
^2, 732, her temptation of Adam, ix. 856, her« 
speeches and answers tu Adam on being accused. 
X. 909, 937, 966, xi. 162, xii. 610. 

Erening -described, iv. 598. 

EUril, blameless, if unapproved by thought, v. K17. 

Elxperience a guide to wisdom, ix. 807. 

Paith in Christ, what kind of, is eternal life, xii. 420, 

c<»n8upe of laws to en%ce it, xii. 515. 
Kanc^y, its office, v. 100, a faculty of the soul, viii. 460. 
Faine, censure of the comn)on idea of it, xL 688, 
Fate, thp, will of the Almighty, vii. 170. 
Fig-tree, that from which aprons were i^ade, d» 

.BCfibed, ix. 1101. 
Firmaipcm described, vii. 261. 
Fish;^ their creation described, vii. 391. 
Flaming sword, description of, xii. 632, 
Flood, or delude, see Noah. . 

Freedom, etfects of its losp, iipon virtue, &c xi. 797 
Free-grace, defined, &c iii. 173, 227. 
Free-will ass«;rted, iii. 55, v. 235, 520, viii. 635, ix, 

350, X. 43, tlve imageof(jrod, viii. 440. 
Fniitiun, carnal, its passion censured, viii. 579* 

Cramel, the chief of the guardian angels, his sUi 
.tvon,..&p.. iv» 443, undertakes* to detect Satan, iv 
i)75, his speeches to the angels, iv. 866, to SatjE^*, 
iv. 877, hit prowess, &c. in the battle, vi. 354. 

GlQryi qr foi^ie, ihegenerali^^of it censured, xi. |l»88'. 

God the Father, contemplating his works, &c iii. 56, 
iiis speech .tQ God the Son on the designs of Satan^ 
iii. 80, profMises the manner of redemption, iil^ 203, 
and .decrees his resurrection, iii. 303, atiributeaoi 
.Qod tl.e Father, iii. 372, b,is speech to iiic ceiesi^ 
hierarchy, v. 600, his speeches to the Son, the m 
KelB, &c V. 719, vi. 29, vii. 139, x. 614, xi 84, 99. 
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Qod tiie Son, at theri^ht hand i>f<tho Father;. iii^ #t, 
the secona Adam^ liL S85, his attribuies, Hi. 383^ 
the Messiah, vi; 718, 881, his answers to Adam^ the 
Father, &c* vi. 733^ viii. SSd, 398, 437, x. 68^ hia 
re-ascent and inteivession for Adam,/x. 234. 

God, what kind of adoration- most acoeptable to hini, 
iv« 7S6', tO'be contemplated • in the work»'of the 
creation, v. 508, his ilbiiolute. decrees, oronipre* 
sence, &c. ^i. 311, 335, to obey and depend upon 
him, the sum of ltnowIec(ge, xii. 557. 

Gospel, how is it to be understood, xii« 51 1. 

Grace of God, its object, find why deVils are excluded 
* from it, iii. 129, the spirit of iL &c xii. 525. 

Gratitude, w|ien ^xerted' a discharge of its debt^ H, 
55. . 

Gunpowder, euns, &c. their invention attributed 't|> 
the devil, vu 478, 4^; 

Heaven and eai'th, theii* fibal Renovation bjr fire,' xL 
893, xiu 547,"8ubseqlieDt happiness therein, xii. 
463,549. ; , 

Heaven, its joys described,. ilL 344, its gate, iii. 501, 
V. 853, passa^ thence CO the world, iii. 526, ia 
creation, iii. 716, the study of it how, necessary, 
viiU 66, speculations on its motions censured, viii. 
70, its situation with respect \i9 the world and h«n, 
X.320. 

Hell, description of; i. 60« 228, ii. 687, 618, its gefjea, 
iL 645, its situation, iuL x. 322. 

Hierarchies bf hdaven, before the revolt, described, t. 

• 579. 

Holy Ghost, itsdiflVisiont &c; at the creation, vii 195, 
promised and ^ven to all believers, xii. 518. 

Hymns to light, iii. 1, to God the Father and Soii, 
liL 372, on conjugal love, iv. 750, on the creation^ 
vil 180,282,557,602. ^ - 

Hypocrisy only visible to God, iii. 682. > 

Hypocrites, their first example in Satan^ ix. I2t« 
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Idolatry, its origin, L 964 j that of the poiOdelifviib 

world, xii. 1 1'5. 
Jealousy, the hell of lovers, v. 449. 
Innocence, its state described, iv. 312, 492, 736| V 

211,303, 443; viii. 40, 510. 
Vn vocations of the author, L 6, iii. 51, viL I, xi» 9Ql 
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Imelites, .relation of their bondaee and releaae, zii 
16.1, thoir settlement, &c. in uie wildernesa, xii 
883^ in Canaan, zii. S60, their captiviiy in Baby 
Ion, zii. 333, on their return, till the birth of toe 
Messiah, ziL from 345 to 359. 

UUf a &llen angel, t. 47S. 

Ithuriel, an amrel of Paradise, iv. 788, detects Satan'ft 
attempt on five, iv. 810. 

Knowledge, the result of reason, v. 100, of futvre 
events, the desire of it censured, zL 770, its sum 
the love and fear of God, zii. 557. 

Leviathan described, u SOI. 
Liberty, consequences of its loss, zi. 797. 
Life, lon^, how attainable, zi. 530. 
Light, its creation described, viu 843. 
Lightning, how produced, z. 1073. 
Love, conjugal, distinct from that of an amour, if. 
' 763, denned, vii. 589, its food, iz. 839, its object, 
iz. 841. 
Lucifer, why a name of Satan, z. 435. ^ 

Lust, its solace, iz. 1048. 

Mammon, a fallen angel, i. 678, his speech in Satan's 
council, ii. 839. 

Man, fallen, why the object of jprace, iiL 130, his long 
resistance of it ezclusive, iu. 198, created to. sup- 
ply the loss ai tb6 fallen ancels, iii. 667, iz. 143^ 
Lis creation described,, vii. 63^ his superiority over 
woman decreed by (3od, z. 145,. 195, indulgence ia 
his appetites disfi^^ures not God's ima^e, iz. 51S 
the true end of his creation, zi 603, his absolutr 
dominion over his brethren an usurpation, zii. 64. 

Matches, oonjugal, censure of the modern, viii. 57. x 

. 888. 

Michael, the archangel, his appointment in the oeles 
tial army, vL 44,. his prowess, combats, speeches 
aonrera^ jStc See various parte of the books, tarn 
tL to zu. inclusive. 

Mind, lu force, L 8S4, its food, iz. 837. 

Moloch, a fallen angel, i. 393, hisk speechi ii 61, de- 
fies Gabriel, vi. 357. 

Moon, on its supposed inhabitants, iil 459, ite offieo^ 
iii. 786, rising, iv. 606, its creation, &c. vii. 956^ 
175, 379. 
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MomiBg in heayen, description nC vi. IS» the nato- 

ral, ix. 192, x. 180, xL 133. 
Moses, see Aaron. 
Mulciber, a fallen angel, L 740. 

tfight in heaven described, v. 642, and day, vi. 4, the 
natural night, iV. 604, 776, v. 38, ix. 48, x. d46. 

N'immd, the first monarch, his tyranny, &c xiL 24. 

Nisroch, a &Uen aneel, vi. 446. 

Noah, his censure of the antediluvian world, xi. 71% 
808^ builds the ark, xi. 728. 

Noon described, v. 300. 

Obedience, conjugal, the happiness of woman, iv. 636, 

of will only acceptable toUod, v. 529. 
Old age described, xi. 535. 
Omens of Adam's expulsion, xL 182. 
Opinion, see KnowUdge, 
Orus and Osiris, fallen angels, i. 478. 

Pandemonium described, i. 710. 

Paradise, description of, iv. 131, 214, v. 291, viL 637, 

viii. 304, ix. 439, the seat of it destroyed by the 

Hood, xi. 829. 
Patriarchal government, from the deluge to the time 

of Nimrod. xit. 13. ^ 

Patriarchs, their story, xii. 113. x 

Peace, its corruptions (mual to the ravaires of war, 

XI. 783. 
Peor or Chemos, a fallen an^el, i. 412. 
Persecution, spiritual, its origin, xi. from oOS to 531^ 

its effects, xiir 533. 
Plagues of Elgypt, xiL 137. 

Planets, their aspects, kc an effect of the fall, x. 666. 
Pleasure, c^ma^ censured^ xi* 603. 
Prayer, efficacy of its s|Hnt, xL 5, 14^ 146. 
Predestination, what, ui. IP 
Priests cause th<^ first dissension amongst the Jew% 

zii. 353. 

Raintww, its first appearance and sign, xi. 865, 606; 
Raphael, tne archan^f^describea, v. 276, his prewes^ 

apeeches, &c see various paru of books vb vi. vit 

and viiL 
Reason, the chief faculty of thesouU v. lOd 



M2 im>Ex. 

Rademption'Of man, prnpoaed by Cha FatlMr 

undertaken by ihe Son, ili. 227. 
Repentance, its efficacy, xi 22. 
Reprobation, state of it, iii* ld& 
Rimmon, a fallen angel, i. 476. 

Sabbath, its institution and solemnityi vii. 681, 6D4 

Satratbn, its extent^ xii. 449. 

Satan, his fall from heaven, i. 34, his stature^ to<^<% 
&c L 193, 284, 292, his speeches, i. S4, 242, 315, ik 
11, iii. 681, 968, iv. 258, v. 673, 772, vi 418, 608^ 
ix. 532, X. 459. 

Saturn, a fallen angel, i* 512. 

Scriptures, how u> lie uriderstood, xiL 611. 

Ser^nt described, ix. 182. 

Simiiies. (These are so numerous as to form an in- 
dex of themselves, and are therefore oncompatible 
with our limits.) 

Sin described, ii. 650, her birth, ii. 758, speMfaen^ x. 
235, 354, 591. 

Sin, original, the first eflfect of it, ix. 1011. 

Slavery, its origin, xiL 86* 

Soul, its faculties, v. 100, its immortaliCy diacoasedy 
X. 782. 

Spirits, their invisible existence on earth, iv« 677, their 
existence in life, intellAt, &c. vi* 344.^ 

Spring would have been perpetual within the tropici 
bat for Adam's fall, x. 678. 

Stars, their places, appearance, &c iii. 865, their in- 
fluence, iv. 661. 

Slorms, an effect of the fall, id. 895. 

Sun, its appearance, power, &c iiL 671, ita amnuil 
course, &c an effect of the fedl, x. 651. 

* • * 

Teachers, fidse, of religion^ ueecribed, Idi. 608. 

Temperance^ its effect, xi. 530. * 

Thammuz or Adonis, a Mien angel, i.'448b 

Thunder, an efi^eet of the &11, x. 666» 

Time defined, respecting eternity, v. 580l '- , 

Titan, a fallen ansel, i. 510. 

Tradition censured, xiL 5 ri. ^ 

Tree of life described, iv. 218^ ix.69L ' 

Tree ef knowled^ iv. 820. ix. 578. 

Truth, suffering for it, &C. xii. 568* 

Twilight deacxUMMl, iv. 398. 
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Tf nuiny, its oripn, zii. 86. 

Tyrants, their plea for conquest c/impaied with 8a 
tan*8 first attempt on man, iv. 390. 

Vacuity, the idea of, refuted by God^s omnipresence, 

vu. 168. . 
Valour, the common notion of it reprehended, zi. 688. 
Virtue degenerates in slavery, xi« 797. 

Uriel, his adventures, iii. 622, 694, 724, yi. 363. 
(Tzziel, guardian of Paradise, iv. 782. 

War, its common orig^in, xi. 638, 783. 

Waters, their separation from the earth, vii. 232. 

Wife, h<fr duty on trying occasions, ix. 267, 290. 

Wind, tempestuous, an ^ect of the fall, x. 664. 

Wisdom, the sum of it, xii. 575. 

Wolves, or false teachers, defined, xii. 506. 

Woman, her loveliest qualities, ix. ^2, advantage ot 

her social over her artificial accomplishments, xi 

614, in every respect the cause of man's misery 

xi. 632. 
Works, with faith in Chiist, eternal life, xii. 420. 
World, by whom possessedfiii. 444, 463, described, 

viii. 2 18, its situation respecting heaven and hell 

X. 320. 

Zephon, a guardian of Paradise, iv. 788, 823, S3^ 
Zuphiel, A cherub, vi. 535, 537. 



PTNIS. 



i 



i 



\ 



r 



